
Last Shabbat, as part of the regular Torah reading, we read the following verses: 

“Then Moses commanded them: “At the end of every seven years, in the year for canceling 

debts (shmittah), during the Feast of Tabernacles, when all Israel comes to appear before 

Adonai your God at the place Adonai will choose, you shall read this law before them in their 

hearing. Assemble the people–men, women and children, and the aliens living in your towns–so 

they can listen and learn to fear Adonai your God and follow carefully all the words of this law. 

Their children, who do not know this law, must hear it and learn to fear Adonai your God as 

long as you live in the land you are crossing the Jordan to possess.” (Deuteronomy 31:10-13) 

It is fascinating how this passage connects us with today! It makes clear references to the 

observance of Sukkot and to the Shmittah year. This is us, this year, on Sukkot, as we conclude 

the Shmittah year. 

This biblical commandment is known as Hakel, which means ‘assemble.’ 

During the days of the kings, the King was the one who read selected segments of the Torah. 

The people assembled there were the audience for this public Torah teaching. 

Some claim that this public reading of Torah could be the basis of the custom to read the Book 

of Ecclesiastes in public at the synagogue, during the Shabbat of the Feast of Sukkot. 

According to a common Jewish belief, when King Solomon, the composer of this philosophical 

masterpiece, was reading the Torah in front of the people in Jerusalem during Sukkot, he 

integrated some words of wisdom and morality from Ecclesiastes. 

The combination of all these elements is a powerful reminder that education, and Adult 

Education in particular, is a huge component of our Jewish identity. 

On this Shabbat Sukkot, let’s renew our commitment to continue with our own Jewish 

Education. Jewish Education should not end with the celebration of a Bar or Bat Mitzvah. 

In the same way as Moses instructed and King Solomon practiced, let’s study the teachings 

derived from the ‘reading of this law.’ 

Shabbat Shalom – Mo’adim LeSimha! Have a joyous end of the Holy Day, with Shemini Atzeret 

and Simchat Torah on Monday and Tuesday! Join us as we dance with the Torah scrolls! 
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