
As we approach this holiday of Passover, we must acknowledge the fact that this 
Shabbat represents a departure from the weekly cycle of the reading of the Torah. 
Tonight, we will be commemorating the exodus of our ancestors from Egypt. As much as 
there is still a Torah reading both on the first and on the second day of the holiday, the 
book that gets most of our attention this weekend is the Haggadah. 
 
Haggadah has the same root (shoresh) as the verb lehagid, which can be translated as 
‘to narrate.’ This concept is rooted in the verse in the Book of Exodus, vehigadeta le 
binkha, which means, ‘and you should tell your child.’ The Seder leader turns to the 
Haggadah as the TripTik for this narrative, for this journey. 
 
Every year we embark on this journey of separation and of identity. In the same way as 
in Lekh Lekha, when Abraham and Sarah had to ‘go,’ had to leave their birthplace, now, 
the Israelites, enslaved by the Pharaoh, find a similar urge to go, to move forward. This 
parallel is powerful, these parallel stories are compelling. Together they define our 
nature. We forge our identity as we leave a hostile status quo behind, and move forward 
in an attempt to redefine who we are. 
 
Judaism teaches us to leave, to move forward, to leave our place of comfort and seek 
new horizons. Seeking new perspectives and new experiences becomes then core to who 
we are. 
 
This is the powerful message of this holiday of Passover. Tell your child, because in the 
same way as your ancestors did it, you should do it as well; follow on their path and 
imitate their determination not to follow on anyone’s path; be yourself! 
 
This paradigm is brilliant; it has worked for generations. 
 
And as brilliant as this paradigm is, it has a built-in contradiction, which makes it 
difficult for it to work for us. 
 
With the advancement of freedom, tolerance and democracy, Jews have found 
themselves in more open societies where there are no barriers for us to be and practice 
our Judaism in the open. This country and other democratic countries are perfect 
examples of this. Our society, for the most part, welcomes Jews in the same way as it 
welcomes other minorities. The Pharaoh mentality (there is a powerful nation within us 
which is growing in numbers and power; we need to have dominion over them because 
if an enemy will rise up against us, they will join the enemy against us), is not prevalent 
any more. 
 
The challenge becomes then, how do we reinforce our identity without using the 
rejection of the other as the main reason for us to be ourselves? 
 
We, educators, rabbis, synagogue leaders, community leaders need to reformulate the 
path, need to create new paradigms, which will lead to a stronger Jewish identity based 
on the positive and welcoming messages that we, most of the time, receive from the 
larger society. 



 
This is, my friends, the challenge for this Passover; to explore ways that will allow us to 
define our identity, not in the Exodus, but in our ability to insert ourselves in the 
societies that we live in, as actively and positively identified Jews. 
 
Shabbat Shalom! Hag Kasher veSameakh! 
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