
America has, by far, the highest gun homicide rate among rich countries. The New York 
Times reports that on an average day in the U.S., more than thirty-five people are 
murdered with a gun. No other affluent country in the world has a gun homicide rate 
nearly as high. 
 
Just in this past week, on Sunday, a man was shot and killed in a subway in NYC and on 
Tuesday, nineteen children were murdered in Uvalde, Texas, by a solo 18-year-old 
gunman who came through the school doors and began shooting. Two adults were also 
killed. 
 
Guns killed about 45,000 Americans last year. Senator Chris Murphy of Connecticut, in 
a speech this week said, ‘nowhere else do little kids go to school thinking that they might 
be shot that day.’ 
 
This dramatic picture reminds us of the Torah portion this week, B’Hukkotai, the last 
portion in the Book of Leviticus. 
 
This week’s Torah portion opens with a brief promise of blessings for those who follow 
God’s ways, followed by a frightening series of curses for those who reject God’s ways. 
The curses are known as the Tokhehah (reproach). 
 
One of the sections of this Tokhehah reads as follows: 
 
“But if, despite this, you disobey Me and remain hostile to Me, I will act against you in 
wrathful hostility; I, for My part, will discipline you sevenfold for your sins. You shall eat 
the flesh of your sons and the flesh of your daughters. I will destroy your cult places and 
cut down your incense stands, and I will heap your carcasses upon your lifeless fetishes.” 
(Leviticus 26:27-30) 
 
As close and as scary as it sounds, it will be hard to admit that these verses describe 
America’s current state of destruction due to gun violence. We might eventually get 
there; but we are not there yet and, God willing, will not keep moving in that direction. 
 
America is not only among the richest countries in the world. America represents, at the 
same time, one of the most sophisticated societies. And as such, we must encourage and 
help the leaders of this wonderful country to find a way to re-establish the value of 
human life. 
 
Gun violence must stop. The sacred value of human life must prevail. Let’s say NO to 
gun violence; let’s say YES to life! 
 
Shabbat Shalom! 
 
Rabbi Eliseo D. Rozenwasser 


