
27501 Fairmount Boulevard  
Pepper Pike, Ohio  44124 

Tel:  216-831-6555  Fax:  216-831-4599 
www.bnaijeshurun.org 

Your presence adds to the joy of our service! 

Welcome to B’nai Jeshurun Congregation 
David J. & Ruth A. Moskowitz Sanctuary 

Shabbat Shalom! 

Thank you to our Torah readers:  Shulamith 
Erenberg, Joseph Zomber, Ariel Douglass, Ruth 
Dobres, Ben Huston, Susan Wyner, Cantor Aaron 
Shifman. Thank you to Kenny Cohen for chanting the 
Haftorah. 

Parashat Miketz  Shabbat Hanukkah  
December 27/28, 2019 - 30 Kislev 5780 

 Etz Hayim  Verse 

Rishon   250 Gen. 41:1 - 41:4 

Sheni   250  41:5 - 41:7 

Shlishi   251  41:8 - 41:14 

Revi’i   252  41:15 - 41:24 

Chamishi   253  41:25 - 41:38 

Shishi   254  41:39 - 41:52 

Shevi’i   930 Num. 28:9 - 28:15 

Maftir   809 Num.   7:42 - 7:47 

Haftarah 1270 Zechariah   2:14 - 4:7 

Our Mission is “To ensure the flourishing of Jewish life through educational,  
social and Conservative religious experiences in a warm and dynamic community.” 

Rabbi Stephen Weiss, Senior Rabbi 
Rabbi Hal Rudin-Luria 
Cantor Aaron Shifman 

Education Engagement Rabbi Josh Foster 
Rabbi Emeritus Stanley J. Schachter 

President Gena Cohen 
Executive Director Jay Ross 



SATURDAY 
Our Starbucks, Bread & Torah teacher this week is Rabbi Peter Haas.  
Thank you to Judy Riga for preparing the refreshments.  
 

Thank you to our members who prepare the kiddush refreshments:   
Moris Amon, Murray Berkowitz, Fay Blumenthal, Tova Cohen, Lynn Katz 
Danzig, Ruth Dobres, Faith Eisenberg, Arlene & Phil Fine, Shirley Haas, Lisa 
Bernd & Ed Horowitz, Laura Katzner, Harriet Rosenberg Mann, Cathy 
Randall, Rachel Schwarz, Cheryl Spira, Yaacov Taxer, Nikona Thomas, 
Natalie Titlebaum, Nancy Tresser Lipko and Pnina Wiesel.   
 

Thank you to Wendy Dahar, our Board member on the bima, and to our 
greeters and ushers:  David Cohen, Maury Greenstein, Dan Jacobs, Harriet 
Rosenberg Mann, Paula Schaffer-Polakof and Daniel Umansky. 
 

Following the Benediction, please join us in Gross Atrium for kiddush, 
sponsored by the Officers and Board of Trustees. 

Dive into the Sea of Torah & Lunch 
Shabbat, January 11 • 10:30 am 

 

All pre-K – 2nd grade students and their families are invited to join us 
for a family service followed by exciting activities and learning of 
Parasha Vayechi. Following kiddush with the congregation, we will enjoy 
a lunch especially for the Youth & Learning Center. 

A Very Hungry Havdalah 
Saturday, January 11 • 5:30 pm 

 

Are you hungry for a family friendly Shabbat event? 
Come say goodbye to Shabbat at this fun evening 
geared for little ones. We will have a kid-friendly 

dinner followed by Havdalah and singing with Mr. Chuck. The fun 
continues with a professional puppet show featuring the beloved Eric 
Carle story of The Very Hungry Caterpillar. Kids can come in their 
pajamas and be comfortable (and ready for bed)! $10 per household - 
includes dinner for the whole family!  Register online or contact Julie 
Sukert. 

Sundays with Sammy Spider 
Sunday, January 5 • 10 am 

 

Join us for another fun morning as we learn all about 
mitzvot. This month, we are excited to welcome back 
Maggie Wise, music specialist, for a music and movement 
class perfect for little ones. We will hear a Sammy story, do a craft, and 
have time for a snack, too. Free. Register at bnaijeshurun.org/
sammyspider or contact Julie Sukert for more information. 



D'var Torah: The Message of Hanukkah  
Rabbi Joshua Ladon, Conservative Yeshiva Alum, is West Coast Director of 

Education for the Shalom Hartman Institute of North America 
 

 The holiday of Hanukkah is the tapestry upon which modern Jewry has told 
its story. Each modern Jewish movement (both formal and informal), has found, in 
different aspects of the commemoration, a way to illuminate their own stories. 
This is of course, not surprising. The Talmudic reference to Hanukkah in TB 
Shabbat 21b tells of the miracle of the oil lasting eight days. By comparison, the 
liturgy (from the festival insertions to the Amidah and Birkat haMazon) celebrates 
the military miracle performed by the Divine on behalf of the Jews over the 
Assyrians. From its outset Hanukkah is a holiday with multiple stories at its core.  
 Famously, early Zionists, reclaimed the Hanukkah story as their own, 
adopting the strength and might of the Maccabees as they built the "New Jew" 
and rebelled against the shackles of tradition. In the song "We Are Carrying the 
Torches" by Aharon Ze'ev, the chorus proclaims, "No miracle happened here!" 
Rather, it was the hands of the early pioneers who "unearthed springs" and 
"quarried rocks."  
 By comparison, the story of the Maccabees was a reference point for early 
Americans to contribute notions of heroism for liberty from their own tradition to 
the burgeoning republic. Dianne Ashton, in an excellent book titled, Hanukkah in 
America: A History, shows how Hanukkah is fashioned at different times during 
the Jewish experiment in America. The notion of freedom, she points out, was 
not originally a story of religious liberty, but advocated by Yiddishists Abraham 
Cahan, the editor of the Forvard and Alexander Harkavy, the latter, who published 
a pamphlet comparing Judah Maccabee to George Washington. It was a parallel 
to the freedom of America that Jewish immigrants should celebrate at Hanukkah.  
 While these two previous examples point to communities that 
simultaneously sluffed off the yoke of tradition while remaking Hanukkah, the 
Chabad Rebbe, Menechem Mendle Schneerson offered a different vision, still 
rooted in freedom. In a 1982 letter to the Jewish community of Teaneck, NJ, 
having already spared publicly with Rabbi Jacob Glaser in 1978, then the 
Executive Vice President of the Reform Movement's rabbinic guild, the Central 
Conference of American Rabbis, the Rebbe wrote: 
 ...the Hanukkah Menorah displayed publicly during the eight days of 
Hanukkah, has been an inspiration to many, many Jews and evoked in them a 
spirit of identity with their Jewish people and the Jewish way of life. To many 
others, it has brought a sense of pride in their Yiddishkeit and the realization that 
there is no reason really in this free country to hide one's Jewishness, as if it were 
contrary or inimical to American life and culture. On the contrary, it is fully in 
keeping with the American national slogan "e pluribus unum" and the fact that 
American culture has been enriched by the thriving ethnic cultures which 
contributed very much, each in its own way, to American life both materially and 
spiritually. 
 For the Rebbe, the opportunity to display one's religious identity publicly, with 
gusto, is not simply a project of ingathering the exiles (though this is important), 
but an opportunity to fully live out what it means to be a Jew in America. The light 
of the candles stirs the souls of Jews allowing them to find meaning in their 
particular sense of Jewish identity while more fully participating in the project of 
America. 
 While these three models reflect Hanukkah's political nature, its core ritual is 
also political. Placing hanukkiot in one's window that faces the main thoroughfare, 



as the halakhic literature proscribes, is a political act. In addition to 
commemorating the miracle, it simultaneously links Jews to one another while 
communicating to the broader world, the Jews have survived. Our challenge is to 
draw upon the light of the candles in our service to God and move beyond 
political solidarity. The Sefat Emet sees the candles as pathways for illuminating 
the hidden light of God that was evident when the Temple stood. He notes, "The 
word NeR (candle) stands for Nefesh Ruach ("soul" and "spirit"). To fulfill a 
mitzvah in this way we also make use of our 248 limbs." Drawing our soul and 
spirit with our 248 limbs equals, 250/Ner. It is not enough to publicize the light 
of the miracle, we must embody the message as we bring Divine light into this 
world.  
 

Parashah Study: The Fine Art of Persuasion 
Vered Hollander-Goldfarb, Conservative Yeshiva Faculty 

 

Pharaoh has two dreams, interpreted by Yosef as signaling 7 plentiful years 
followed by 7 years of famine. Yosef stocks Egypt well, and everyone, including 
Yosef's brothers, come there to procure food. Yosef treats his brothers harshly, 
sending them back without Shimon and with a warning not to return without 
Binyamin. Devastated, Yaakov will have none of that. 
 

Text: Bereshit 42:37-43:9 
(37) Reuven said to his father: "You may kill by two sons if I do not bring him 
back to you. Put him in my care and I will return him to you." (38) He said: "My 
son will not go down with you, for his brother is dead and he alone is left...." 
(1) The famine was severe in the land. (2) And when they had eaten up the 
rations which they had brought from Egypt their father said to them, "Go again 
and procure a little food for us". (3) But Yehudah said to him, "The man warned 
us 'Do not let me see your faces unless your brother is with you.' (4) If you will let 
our brother go with us, we will go....but if you will not let him go, we will not 
go..." (8) Then Yehudah said to his father Israel: "send the boy with me and we 
shall rise and go, and we shall live and not die - you and we and our children. (9) 
I will be surety for him; from my hand shall you demand him: If I do not bring him 
to you and set him before you, I shall be guilty before you forever." 
 What is the difference in Reuven's and Yehudah's approaches to convincing 
their father? 
Words reflect thought. Based on Yaakov's words, how does he think of his 
various sons? 
 

Commentary: Rashi on Bereshit 43:2, 8 
(2) when they eaten up the rations: Yehudah had said to them, "Wait for the old 
man until there is no more bread left in the house." 
 How does Rashi (following Midrash) understand Yehudah's strategy? 
Rashi adds a conversation that is not in the Torah. Who is Yehudah speaking to, 
and what do we learn about Yehudah's position in the family? To what extent 
does this reflect the Torah character of Yehudah? 
(8) and not die: of hunger. As for Binyamin, we are not sure whether he will be 
seized or he will not be seized, but all of us will die of hunger if we do not go. It 
would be better to leave the doubtful [situation] and seize the certain. 
 How does Yehudah explain to Yaakov that sending Binyamin is the right thing 
to do? 
Nonetheless, in difficult situations, many people act as Yaakov did. Why?  



MISHABERAH 
JAYDEN BARBER  
FRUMA BAT JANETTE  
MATANA DVORAH BAT SARAH  
DINA RIVKA BAT LEAH  
GITTEL CHANA BAT ESTHER  
MASHA TSIRIL BAT BASHA  
YAKOV BEN MIRIAM  
RONI BEN RACHEL  
RAISEL MALKA BAT FREDA  
TOVA BAT SARAH GITTEL  
AVRUM REUVAIN BEN NAOMI  
YAKOV BEN SARA  
DANIEL BEN LEAH  
ZELDA BRACHA BAT MINA  
ZALMAN SHMUEL DOV BEN  
   RUVENA SHIFRA  
KETURAH BAT SARAH  
MESHELEM BEN RACHEL  
ADIRA BAT RUCHEL  
AVRAHAM BEN SARAH  
EZRA SHAMIR BEN SIMCHA  
SURA TOBA BAT JOSEF ZWI  
RACHEL LEAH BAT DEVORAH  
REUVEN BEN ADELINE  
MALKA BAT RAISA  
MORT YUSSEL BEN RIVKA  
AVRAM DAVID BEN DINAH  
BEN-TZION PESACH BEN  
   SHAINDEL CHAYAH  
SHANDEL BRACHA BAT ESTHER  
MASAHIRO UENO  
HADAR MIRIAM BAT ESTHER  
MICHAL VERED TOVA BAT SARAH GILA  
SARAH GILA BAT LEAH  
PINHAS SIMCHA BEN PNINA  
ADIN RONEN BEN SARAH GILA  
HAYA TZIPPORAH BAT ITTA  
MASHA BAT HEINCHA  
PEREL SARAH BAT DVORAH  
MALKA BAT BATYA  
MORDECHAI DOVID BEN LEAH  
MIMI DORF  
SHAINA LIEBE BAT CHAVA MIRYAM  
ZLATE FEIGA BAT CHAYA  
YENTEL SURAH BAT MARIAM PESSEL  
RAPHAEL BEN MASHA GOLDA  
MARY ELIZABETH GREENE  
YONKEL MOSHE BEN LEAH  
HAYA SORA BAT LEAH  
EFRAIM ZEV BEN ZELDA  
LIBBY GOLDIE BAT SHAINA MALKA  
ITTA BAT ESTHER  

SHLOMO FEIVEL BEN KAYLA  
DAVID SHIMON BEN RENAH 
SARAH BAT ROIZA  
ARIELLA CHANA BAT SARAH  
HARAV YITZHAK MICHAEL BEN DINA  
AARON ELI BEN TOIBA LEAH  
RIFKAH BAT BASYA   
SHALOM MENASHE BEN NECHA  
YAKOV BEN HANA SORA  
ZEV YITZCHAK BEN RISYA  
MEIR FEIVEL BEN SARAH DEVORAH  
BLUMA ZISSEL BAT RACHEL  
HASKEL TZVI BEN MALKA  
MARIE BAT MARIE  
TZIVIA AVIVA BAT MINDEL HANA  
MINDEL HANNA BAT RACHEL  
WAYNE EHRMAN  
CHAYA RAZEL BAT LEAH  
CHAIM BEN PNINA  
GERSHON BEN HANA  
CHANAH BAT SARAH  
HANOCH YITZHAK BEN SARA  
ADAM DEAL  
MASHA BAT PESHKE 
HAYA DEVORA HANA BAT SORA BLUMA  
EPHRAIM CHAYIM BEN ITA CHANA  
AVRAHAM BEN SHOSHANAH  
REUVEN BEN HELAYNE 
AVRAHAM SHMUEL BEN ZENDEL  
LAZER BEN MATILDA  
LEAH BAT RUCHEL  
YECHIEL YITZHAK BEN FEIGEL  
YAKOV BEN AIDA  
SHALOM BEN GOLDIE 
YISRAEL BEN BLIMA  
NOAH BEN ZELDA  
RAANAN BARAK BEN SHULAMIT ESTHER  
ASHER REUVEN BEN LILA  
REUVEN LEIB HAKOHEN BEN  
    ESTHER MIRIEL  
FAYGIE ELKE BAT RUCHEL  
MALKA LEBA BAT MINDEL SURA  
VALERIE LICHTSTEIN  
HARAV SHIMON YEHOSHUA BEN SARAH 
BRIAN VALENTINO 
MIRIAM ESTHER BAT MALKA LEBA  
BRIAN RATNER  
BRYNTZ MIRIAM BAT HANAH  
HASKEL MOSHE BEN GITL  
GENENDEL ESTHER MIRIAM BAT CHIA  
MOSHE BEN CHANA 
TRACY LEAVENWORTH 
KATIE DINGMAN 



On this (Sabbath, Festival, Judgment 
or Penitence) day we pray that they be  
spared further pain.  May God grant  
them health of body and health of 
spirit and mind.  May we speedily be 
privileged to greet their return to good 
health by welcoming them once again 
into our midst.  Let us say:  Amen. 
 

Anyone wanting to add a name to the 
list should contact Diane Dronzek  
(216-831-6555 ext. 104 or 
dianedronzek@bnaijeshurun.org) by 
Thursday afternoon at the latest for 
inclusion in that Shabbat’s program. 
We will also pause during the prayer 
for people to recite additional names 
from their seats.  
  

CHANA BAT GOLDA  
HALLEL ADINA BAT HARAV RIVKA GITTEL 
DUSHA RIVKA BAT ESTHER HENSHEL  
RIVKA BAT ZISSEL  
MIRIAM BLIMA BAT RUCHEL  
 
May He who blessed our ancestors and is 
the source of all healing bless and heal 
those who are ill. May the Holy One 
Praised Be He mercifully restore them to 
vigor and lift the burden of anxiety from 
their loved ones and friends. 
 

DAILY MINYAN 
 MONDAY - THURSDAY 7:00 am  & 7:30 am  & 6:00 pm  
 FRIDAY          7:00 am  & 7:30 am  & 6:00 pm (unless otherwise noted) 
 SATURDAY       9:00 am & 6:00 pm 
 SUNDAY & HOLIDAYS  8:00 am & 6:00 pm 

Middle Eastern Dining Experience 
Sunday, January 12 • 5:30 pm 

 

Join us for another delicious dining experience with Etti 
Berkman. Etti will present a brief demonstration in our 
kitchen, followed by a mouth-watering four-course dinner. 
Meat lovers, vegetarians and gluten-free will be 
accommodated. Please advise any other dietary needs 
when you RSVP. Family and friends welcome.  
 

$20 Sisterhood member; $25 non-member. RSVP by January 7 online or 
to Grace Brower (440-823-9445 or gracepepperpike@aol.com). 

ATID Volunteers @Kids’ Book Bank 
Tuesday, January 14 • 6 pm 

 

Sort and pack books for distribution to 
organizations serving children and families in need. 

You’ll enjoy reminiscing about your favorites as you dig through 
hundreds of books and prepare them for young readers to discover. 
Located at 3635 Perkins Ave. #1E St., Cleveland. 
 

ATID is open to all Jewish young adults in their 20s & 30s. RSVP through 
our Facebook page or contact Shani Kadis. 



Please respect the sanctity of our services and those around you  
by turning off your mobile devices. 

What’s Coming Up 
Tuesdays 10:30 am  Torah Study with Susan Wyner 
Thursdays 12:10 pm  Lunch & Learn @Commerce Park IV (23240 Chagrin)
Fridays 10:15 am  Kinder Shabbat & Open Playroom  
Saturdays 9:00 am  Starbucks, Bread & Torah  
———————–————————–—————————–———————————-————————— 
Saturday, December 28 - Rosh Hodesh Tevet 
   9:00 am  Service 
 

Sunday, December 29 - Rosh Hodesh Tevet 
 

Wednesday, January 1 - New Year’s Day; office closed 
 

Friday, January 3 
   6:00 pm  Service; Birthday Shabbat 
 

Saturday, January 4 
   9:00 am  Service 
 

Sunday, January 5  
 10:00 am Sammy Spider 
 

Tuesday; January 7 - Fast of Tevet; school resumes 
   7:30 pm  Board of Trustees Meeting 
 

Friday, January 10 
   6:00 pm  Service 
 

Saturday, January 11 
   9:00 am  Service 
 10:30 am  Dive into the Sea of Torah & Lunch 
   5:30 pm  Very Hungry Havdalah 
 

Sunday, January 12 
 11:00 am  Children’s Purimspiel Auditions & Information Meeting 
   1:30 pm  Jewish Genealogy Meeting @Park East with Rabbi Peter 
  Haas, Amsterdam, a Photographer and an Amazing Discovery 
   5:30 pm  Sisterhood Middle Eastern Dinner 
   7:00 pm  Auditions for Purimspiel 
 

Tuesday, January 14 
   6:00 pm  ATID @ Kids’ Book Bank 
 

Friday, January 17 
   6:00 pm  Service; Anniversary Shabbat 
 

Saturday, January 18 



If you would like a name read from this week’s yahrzeit list and have not already 
informed the office, please notify one of the ushers. 

We welcome your children in the Main Sanctuary! 

Yahrzeits: December 28, 2019 - January 3, 2020 

It is customary to make a donation to the Aliyah Fund when  
honored with an aliyah.  Thank you for your support. 

 Arnold David Adelstein 
 Sadie Glick Amster 
 Max Apple 
 Dr. Sanford J. Arons 
 Roselyn Arons 
 Ruth M. Baer 
 Agnes Barna 
 Esther Beck 
 Fannie Becker 
 Lillian Bendau 
 Ben Berman 
 David Berman 
 Otto Bloch 
 Lester M. Brodsky 
 Lottie K. Bruckman 
 Clara Bubis 
 Faye Cohen 
 Edward Crevoi 
 Morris Danziger 
 Sara Drew 
 Selma Rose Dworken 
 Bleema Evenchik 
 Ella G. Feitel 
 Elsie Horowitz Felder 
 Leonard Fenton 
 Bee Ferber 
 Goldye Fihn 
 Rabbi Simon Fine 
 Samuel Fingerhut 
 Dr. Jason Scott Goldfeder 
 Tillie L. Goldman 
 Rae Goldstein 
 Hyman Golland 
 Ethel Goodman 
 Elaine Joyce Green 
 Harry Greenberger 
 Sol Greenland 
 Helen S. Greenwald 
 Sol Gross 
 Sara Gross 
 Julius J. Gross 

 Pauline Rosenblum Gruhin 
 Myrtle Shagrin Guth 
 Rabbi I. Michael Hecht 
 Harold J. Hiedovitz 
 Morris Himmel 
 Moses Horwitz 
 Marcus L. Jacobs 
 Ida Kaber 
 Henrietta "Ettie" Kahn 
 Lewis Katz 
 David E. Kaye 
 Pauline Klein 
 Arlene Kogan 
 Naomi Kohn 
 Abraham Kramer 
 Evelyn Moreida Krislov 
 Meyer Kroll 
 Sandra Marli Kugelman 
 Sarah Krulak Kurlander 
 Blanche G. Leavitt 
 Libby Lerman 
 Berton Levey 
 Kenneth Levine 
 Gwendolyn Lewis 
 Sol J. Litt 
 Henry C. Maisner 
 Sylvia Malcmacher 
 Sally Malneck 
 Lillian Mantel 
 Judith Matasar 
 Fannie Melinoff 
 Abby Meyers 
 Joseph J. Miller 
 George Millstone 
 Mary Miner 
 Matilda Perahya 
 Abraham Persky 
 Emery Platzer 
 Alan Proper 
 Marvin Rabin 
 Marion H. Reet 

 Belle Rehm 
 *Joseph Resnick 
 Frieda S. Rogoff 
 Esther Rosenbaum 
 Ida Marcus Rosenberg 
 Maybelle Rosenberg 
 Helen Roth 
 Emily Rovner 
 Nathan Rubin 
 Max Schaffer 
 Michael Schaffer 
 David Schlossberg 
 Sam Schulist 
 Marguerite Schwartz 
 Herman Shore 
 Genevieve Shore 
 Bella Smith 
 William Snyder 
 Sam Sonkin 
 Mae Stark 
 Simeon Strauss 
 Joseph Sugerman 
 Sam Terkel 
 Harold Tobias 
 Jennie Udelf 
 Helen Udelson 
 Sylvia Weisman 
 Leo Weiss 
 Harriet Weiss 
 Fred Weiss 
 Jack Weissman 
 Jacob Wieder 
 Morris Wilke 
 Dr. Raymond Willen 
 Ruth Wolf 
 Ralph Wynbrandt 
 Zena Yalowitz 
 Joe Yanovitz 
 Zlota Zimmer 

 
*past president 


