
The Book of Ruth and Why We Should Proselytize
Rabbi Michael Ungar

Tikkun Leyl Shavuot – 5782

Number 15:15-16

  ַהָּקָהל, ֻחָּקה ַאַחת ָלֶכםטו
ְוַלֵּגר ַהָּגר:  ֻחַּקת עֹוָלם

ְלדֹרֵֹתיֶכם, ָּכֶכם ַּכֵּגר יְִהיֶה
ִלְפנֵי יְהָוה.

15 As for the congregation, there shall be one
statute both for you, and for the stranger that
sojourneth with you, a statute for ever throughout
your generations; as ye are, so shall the stranger
be before the LORD.

  ּתֹוָרה ַאַחת ּוִמְׁשָּפטטז
ֶאָחד, יְִהיֶה ָלֶכם, ְוַלֵּגר,

ַהָּגר ִאְּתֶכם.

16 One law and one ordinance shall be both for
you, and for the stranger that sojourneth with you.

Ruth 1:11-18

  ַוּתֹאֶמר נֳָעִמי ׁשְֹבנָה ְבנַֹתי,יא
ָלָּמה ֵתַלְכנָה ִעִּמי:  ַהעֹוד-ִלי

ָבנִים ְּבֵמַעי, ְוָהיּו ָלֶכם ַלֲאנִָׁשים.

11 And Naomi said: 'Turn back, my
daughters; why will ye go with me? have I
yet sons in my womb, that they may be your
husbands?

  ׁשְֹבנָה ְבנַֹתי ֵלְכןָ, ִּכי זַָקנְִּתייב
ִמְהיֹות ְלִאיׁש:  ִּכי ָאַמְרִּתי, יֶׁש-ִלי

ִתְקָוה--ַּגם ָהיִיִתי ַהַּליְָלה ְלִאיׁש,
ְוגַם יַָלְדִּתי ָבנִים.

12 Turn back, my daughters, go your way;
for I am too old to have a husband. If I
should say: I have hope, should I even have
an husband to-night, and also bear sons;

  ֲהָלֵהן ְּתַׂשֵּבְרנָה, ַעד ֲאֶׁשריג
יִגְָּדלּו, ֲהָלֵהן ֵּתָעגֵנָה, ְלִבְלִּתי

13 would ye tarry for them till they were
grown? would ye shut yourselves off for
them and have no husbands? nay, my
daughters; for it grieveth me much for your
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ֱהיֹות ְלִאיׁש; ַאל ְּבנַֹתי, ִּכי-ַמר-ִלי
ְמאֹד ִמֶּכם--ִּכי-יְָצָאה ִבי,

יַד-יְהָוה.

sakes, for the hand of the LORD is gone
forth against me.'

  ַוִּתֶּׂשנָה קֹוָלן, ַוִּתְבֶּכינָה עֹוד;יד
ַוִּתַּׁשק ָעְרָּפה ַלֲחמֹוָתּה, ְורּות

ָּדְבָקה ָּבּה.

14 And they lifted up their voice, and wept
again; and Orpah kissed her mother-in-law;
but Ruth cleaved unto her.

  ַוּתֹאֶמר, ִהּנֵה ָׁשָבה יְִבְמֵּת�,טו
ֶאל-ַעָּמּה, ְוֶאל-ֱא�ֶהיָה; ׁשּוִבי,

ַאֲחֵרי יְִבְמֵּת�.

15 And she said: 'Behold, thy sister-in-law is
gone back unto her people, and unto her
god; return thou after thy sister-in-law.'

  ַוּתֹאֶמר רּות ַאל-ִּתְפְּגִעי-ִבי,טז
ְלָעזְֵב� ָלׁשּוב ֵמַאֲחָריִ�:  ִּכי

ֶאל-ֲאֶׁשר ֵּתְלִכי ֵאֵל�, ּוַבֲאֶׁשר
ָּתִלינִי ָאִלין--ַעֵּמ� ַעִּמי, ֵוא�ַהיִ�

ֱא�ָהי.

16 And Ruth said: 'Entreat me not to leave
thee, and to return from following after thee;
for whither thou goest, I will go; and where
thou lodgest, I will lodge; thy people shall
be my people, and thy God my God;

  ַּבֲאֶׁשר ָּתמּוִתי ָאמּות, ְוָׁשםיז
ֶאָּקֵבר; ּכֹה יֲַעֶׂשה יְהָוה ִלי, ְוכֹה

יֹוִסיף--ִּכי ַהָּמֶות, יְַפִריד ֵּבינִי
ּוֵבינֵ�.

17 Where thou diest, will I die, and there
will I be buried; the LORD do so to me, and
more also, if aught but death part thee and
me.'

  ַוֵּתֶרא, ִּכי-ִמְתַאֶּמֶצת ִהיאיח
ָלֶלֶכת ִאָּתּה; ַוֶּתְחַּדל, ְלַדֵּבר

ֵאֶליָה.

18 And when she saw that she was
steadfastly minded to go with her, she left
off speaking unto her.

Tanchuma, Lech Lecha 6, 32a

Dearer to God than all the Israelites who stood at Mt Sinai is the convert. Had
the Israelites not witnessed the lightning, thunder, and trembling mountain,
and had they not listened to the sounds of the shofar, they would not have
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accepted the Torah. But the convert, who did not see or hear any of these
things, surrendered to God and accepted the yoke of Heaven. Can anyone be
dearer to God than that?

Gerim 1:1

One who is about to become a proselyte is not received at once.  Rather, he is
asked:  “What has induced you to convert?  Do you not know that this nation
is downtrodden more than all other nations?”

Ruth Rabbah 2:1

Rabbi Samuel b. Nahmani said in the name of Rabbi Yudah b. R. Hanina:
Three times the Bible says “Return” [in the case of Ruth], for the three times
one must discourage him who seeks to become a proselyte; but if he
continues to press to be received, then he is received.  But Rabbi Isaac said
[quoting Job 31:32]:  “The stranger [proselyte] did not lodge in the street.”
Always discourage with the left hand and draw near with the right.

Yorah Deah 268

Seif 1 – A convert who enters the congregation of Jews is obligated first for
circumcision. If he was circumcised when he was a non-Jew (or he was born
circumcised), it is necessary to take from him a drop of the blood of the
covenant, but one does not bless over him. If his penis has been cut off, [the
requirement of] his circumcision does not hinder him from converting to
Judaism – it is enough for him to dunk. (If he immersed prior to
circumcision, it is effective, because post facto it is considered immersion,
and some say that it is not a valid immersion).

Seif 2 - When one comes to convert, three people say to him: What prompted
you to come and convert? Or, don’t you know that at this point in time Israel
is pushed, oppressed, (hopeless and oppressed from, “Why are your stalwarts
swept away”[Jeremiah 46:15]? ) and insane and tormented ones come upon
them? If he (the prospective convert) says, “I know, yet still I am not worthy
to join them,” accept him immediately and inform him of the principles of the
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faith, of the unity of God, of the prohibitions against idolatry, and go on at
length with him about this. Also, instruct him a bit in a few of the less
strenuous mitzvot and a few of the more serious mitzvot, about a few of the
punishments (for transgressing) the mitzvot, and say to him, “When you first
came to learn this, if you ate (forbidden fats) you would not be punished by
being cut off. If you desecrated Shabbat, you would not be stoned, and now if
you eat (forbidden) fats, you will be cut off, and if you desecrate Shabbat,
you will be stoned. Do not expound on this at too great a length, and in as
much as you have informed him about the punishments (for the
transgressing) of the commandments, so too should you inform him of the
rewards of (following) the mitzvot, that in the doing of these mitzvot he will
merit life in the world to come, and that there is no such thing as a complete
saint except for one who has wisdom and that does the these commandments
and knows them. Say to him, “As for the world to come, it is not hidden,
rather it is for the righteous ones, that is, Israel, and that those who see Israel
in sadness in this world, they will see goodness for them (in the world to
come), for they are not able to receive the majority of their goodness in this
world as idolaters lest they shoot them and they make a mistake and they lose
their reward in the world to come. The Holy One, blessed be He, does not
bring them most of the calamities in order that they are not destroyed, rather
all of the idolaters are tools (of God), and they are standing. Expound at
length upon this in order to make the words attractive. If he accepts,
circumcise him immediately. Wait until he heals completely and afterwards
dunk him (in the mikveh), and he should have no clothing or barrier between
him and the water. Three people stand behind him and inform him of a few of
the less strenuous and a few of the more serious mitzvot a second time and he
stands in the water. If the convert is a woman, women sit her down in the
water up to her neck and the rabbinic judges remain outside and inform her of
a few of the less strenuous and more serious mitzvot while she sits in the
mater and afterwards she submerges in front of them and they return their and
leaves in order that they do not see her while she is getting out of the water.
And then comes the blessing over immersion after the convert gets out of the
water, and because he immersed, behold, he’s an Israelite! And if he returns
to his original state, he’s an apostate of Israel. If he becomes holy, he remains
holy.


