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When I first started learning, I didn’t think the Talmud could 

possibly have anything to say to me personally. But I 

discovered that when you learn deeply and allow yourself to 

listen carefully to what the text has to say, you find yourself 

living against the backdrop of the Talmud — such that the 

text is a commentary on life, and life is a commentary on the 

text. 

Ilana Kurshan, “9 Things to Know about Daf Yomi”



Unexpected Blessings 
Berakhot 19b:3
The Gemara cites several sources to 
challenge this principle. The Gemara raised 
an objection from a baraita: After they 
buried the deceased and returned, and
on their way there are two paths before 
them, one ritually pure and one ritually 
impure, e.g., it passes through a cemetery, 
if the mourner comes on the pure path, 
they come with him on the pure path; if 
he comes on the impure path, all of the 
funeral participants accompany him on 
the impure path in order to show him 
respect. Why would they do this? Let us 
say here too that, “There is neither 
wisdom, nor understanding…against 
the Lord!”

Berakhot 19b:9

The Gemara cites an additional 
proof from a baraita: Come and 
hear: Great is human dignity, as it 
overrides a prohibition in the 
Torah.

https://www.sefaria.org/Berakhot.19b.3
https://www.sefaria.org/Berakhot.19b.9


Daf YoMeme - Pesachim 107a



We All Need Our Mothers 1

Eruvin 82a:15

A child who needs his mother may go 
out by means of his mother’s eiruv, 
but one who does not need his 
mother may not go out by means of
his mother’s eiruv.

Eruvin 82a:18
Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish said: Any child 
who wakens from sleep and does not call: 
Mother, is obligated in the mitzva of sukka. 
The Gemara expresses surprise at this 
statement: Can it enter your mind that 
every child who cries: Mother is considered 
to be one who needs his mother? Much 
older children also call out to their mothers 
for assistance when they awaken. Rather, 
say that the halakha includes any child who 
wakens from sleep and does not
persistently call: Mother, Mother. A minor 
who arises only when his mother comes is 
classified as one who needs his mother.



We All Need Our Mothers 2

Rashi on Eruvin 82a

"But each one who wakes from sleep 

and does not call 'mommy, mommy' "-

the one who doesn't cry out until she 

gets up and comes to him, this is the 

one who does not need his mother

George Floyd

“Momma! Momma!” Floyd, 46, calls out. 
“My knee. My neck. I’m through,” the 
dying man says, and I recognize his 
words. A call to your mother is a prayer 
to be seen. Floyd’s mother died two years 
ago, but he used her as a sacred 
invocation.

-Lonnae O’Neal, “George Floyd’s Mother Was 
Not There, But He Used Her As A Sacred 
Invocation”,  The Undefeated, May 28, 2020
https://theundefeated.com/features/george-
floyds-death-mother-was-not-there-but-he-
used-her-as-a-sacred-invocation/
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One would expect the rabbis to have precise rules for ritual and religious 

actions, and they do.... But they also tell us how we should tie our shoes in the 

morning (first put on the right shoe, then the left, then tie the left shoe and 

finally tie the right one) and how often married men should have sex with 

their wives (twice a week for donkey drivers, while scholars preoccupied with 

Torah can make do with once a month). They lay down rules for business—

buying real estate, loaning money, appointing an agent—and for a healthy 

diet—what foods are good for people with various illnesses and how to 

behave at the table (you should never pass a cup over a loaf of bread).

But the ideal Jewish life, for the rabbis, involves more than obeying God’s 

law at every moment. Above all it means studying that law...

-Adam Kirsch


