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Outline of Book [https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Ruth]
• Act 1: Prologue and Problem: Death and Emptiness (1:1–22)

• Scene 1: Setting the scene (1:1–5)
• Scene 2: Naomi returns home (1:6–18)
• Scene 3: Arrival of Naomi and Ruth in Bethlehem (1:19–22)

• Act 2: Ruth Meets Boaz, Naomi's Relative, on the Harvest Field (2:1–23)
• Scene 1: Ruth in the field of Boaz (2:1–17)
• Scene 2: Ruth reports to Naomi (2:18–23)

• Act 3: Naomi Sends Ruth to Boaz on the Threshing Floor (3:1–18)
• Scene 1: Naomi Reveals Her Plan (3:1–5)
• Scene 2: Ruth at the threshing-floor of Boaz (3:6–15)
• Scene 3: Ruth reports to Naomi (3:16–18)

• Act 4: Resolution and Epilogue: Life and Fullness (4:1–22)
• Scene 1: Boaz with the men at the gate (4:1–12)
• Scene 2: A son is born to Ruth (4:13–17)

• Genealogical appendix (4:18–22)



I. The Setting

Chapter 1
Now it came to pass, in the days when the judges ruled, that there was a 
famine in the land. And a certain man of Bethlehem, Judah, went to dwell in 
the country of Moab, he and his wife and his two sons. 2 The name of the 
man was Elimelech, the name of his wife was Naomi, and the names of his 
two sons were Mahlon and Chilion—Ephrathites of Bethlehem, Judah. And 
they went to the country of Moab and remained there. 3 Then Elimelech, 
Naomi’s husband, died; and she was left, and her two sons. 4 Now they took 
wives of the women of Moab: the name of the one was Orpah, and the 
name of the other Ruth. And they [c]dwelt there about ten years. 5 Then both 
Mahlon and Chilion also died; so the woman survived her two sons and her 
husband.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ruth%201%3A1-5&version=NKJV


William Blake

Chapter One

16 But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge 
me to leave you or to turn back 
from you. Where you go I will 
go, and where you stay I will stay. 
Your people will be my people and 
your God my God. 17 Where you 
die I will die, and there I will be 
buried. May the LORD deal with 
me, be it ever so severely, if even 
death separates you and 
me.” 18 When Naomi realized that 
Ruth was determined to go with 
her, she stopped urging her.



‘Ruth and Naomi’, Philip Calderon, 1920
Ruth and Naomi’, Ary Scheffer, circa 1870



II. Ruth in the Field of Boaz

Portrait of a woman as Ruth (c. 1853) by Francesco Hayez Ruth in Boaz's Field (1828) Julius Schnorr von Carolsfeld



III.  The Incident at the Threshing Floor

Louis Hersent: Ruth and Boaz, 1822 Marc Chagall, 1960



6 So she went down to the threshing floor and did everything her mother-in-law told her to do.

7 When Boaz had finished eating and drinking and was in good spirits, he went over to lie down at the far end of 
the grain pile. Ruth approached quietly, uncovered his feet and lay down. 8 In the middle of the night something 
startled the man; he turned—and there was a woman lying at his feet!

9 “Who are you?” he asked.

“I am your servant Ruth,” she said. “Spread the corner of your garment over me, since you are a guardian-
redeemer of our family.”

10 “The Lord bless you, my daughter,” he replied. “This kindness is greater than that which you showed earlier: You 
have not run after the younger men, whether rich or poor. 11 And now, my daughter, don’t be afraid. I will do for 
you all you ask. All the people of my town know that you are a woman of noble character. 12 Although it is true 
that I am a guardian-redeemer of our family, there is another who is more closely related than I. 13 Stay here for 
the night, and in the morning if he wants to do his duty as your guardian-redeemer, good; let him redeem you. But 
if he is not willing, as surely as the Lord lives I will do it. Lie here until morning.”

14 So she lay at his feet until morning, but got up before anyone could be recognized; and he said, “No one must 
know that a woman came to the threshing floor.”

15 He also said, “Bring me the shawl you are wearing and hold it out.” When she did so, he poured into it six 
measures of barley and placed the bundle on her. Then he (or she) went back to town.  {NIV]
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IV.  The Levirate Marriage Thing

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elimelech
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naomi_(biblical_figure)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boaz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mahlon_and_Chilion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orpah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mahlon_and_Chilion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Obed_(biblical_figure)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesse
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So Move from Despair to  a New Future




