Receiving and Owning Torah
Sarah Foster

Deuteronomy 29

(9) You stand this day, all of you, before your
God, the Eternal—your tribal heads, your elders,
and your officials, every householder in Israel,
(10) your children, your wives, even the stranger
within your camp, from woodchopper to
waterdrawer— (11) to enter into the covenant
of your God, the Eternal, which your God, the
Eternal is concluding with you this day, with its
sanctions; (12) in order to establish you this day
as God’s people and in order to be your God, as
promised you and as sworn to your fathers
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. (13) | make this
covenant, with its sanctions, not with you alone,
(14) but both with those who are standing here
with us this day before our God, the Eternal and
with those who are not with us here this day.

What is this text saying?
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What can we learn from this text about the communal experience at Mount Sinai?
What does it do for us today to see ourselves as having been at Mount Sinai?

Shemot Rabbah 28:6

..And it was not only of the prophets who
receive their prophecy from Sinai, but also the
sages who arise in each generation - each of
them received what was theirs from Sinai. And
so [too] it states (Deuteronomy 5:19), "These
things did the Eternal speak to your entire
congregation, [...] a great voice and it did not
cease": Rabbi Yochanan said, "One voice was
split into seven voices and they were divided
into seventy languages"; Rabbi Shimon ben
Lakish said, "From it prophesied all of the
prophets who arose." The Sages said that it did
not have an echo. Rabbi Shmuel bar Nachmani
said in the name of Rabbi Yochanan, "What is
[the meaning of] 'The voice of the Eternal is in
strength' (Psalms 29:4)? Can one really say this?
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Isn't it true that, with even one angel, no

creature can stand up to his voice, as it states

(Daniel 10:6), 'And its body was like beryl

(tarshish) [...] and the voice of its words was like

the voice of the multitude.'

What is this text saying?

What can we learn from this text about the individual experience at Mount Sinai?

What do you think of as your personal experience having received Torah (whatever that means

to you)?

Pirkei Avot 1:6 1N MAN 173w
(6) Joshua ben Perahiah and Nittai the .onn q’jgl? v’?gj}gg "RAN 12772 12 YT (1)
Arbelite received [the oral tradition] from alely -15 My, 10 -|‘7 nipy NN D 12 YU
them. Joshua ben Perahiah used to say: :M191 725 OINA 93 NN 17

appoint for yourself a teacher, and acquire
for yourself a companion and judge all
humans with the scale weighted in their
favor.
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