
                  THE PASSOVER QUIZ 

2022-5782 

 
The first Golden Shmura Matzah Award, 1982 

 

This is the 42nd year of this acclaimed quiz. 

I can hardly believe I have been doing this quiz this long, but I guess it is just part of who I am. 

(which part, I don’t know).  As usual, most of the questions are to impart knowledge in a fun 

way. I wanted to recognize the retirement of my synagogue’s cantor, Aaron Shifman. Besides 

being an excellent and knowledgeable Hazzan, an ideal shaliah tzbur, and a friend to me and 

countless others, he is a devoted member of our clergy in times of joy and in times of need. I 

wish Aaron and his family well on their next path. Also my synagogue says a fond farewell to 

Paula Botkin, my friend since sixth grade. She has been an office stalwart, first at Beth Am and 

now at B’nai Jeshurun, for many years.  Her dedication is unsurpassed and she always put the 

best interest of the members and the institution first. Thanks to daughters Stephanie and Pamela,  

sister Frumi (Michele), wife Mary and cousin Marlene for their input and editing aid. 

 

There is one correct answer to each question (I think). The person with the most correct answers 

wins the Golden Shmura Matzah Award. 

 In case of a tie, the winner will be decided by the following tie-breaker: 

 

If one ate exactly a kezayit of matzah and the appropriate amount in the four glasses of wine 

required during the Seder, how many carbs would one ingest? 

Answer key: 

1.g. 2.e. 3.d. 4.e. 5.f. 6.b. 7.d. 8.d. 9.h. 10.e.  

11.e. 12.b. 13.g. 14.e. 

 15.b. 16.e. 17.f. 18.d. 19.choice.  20.choice. 21.choice. 

 

                                   mjbnick@gmail.com 

mailto:mjbnick@gmail.com


1. All but some of the following are new legitimate internet games that end in the letters “le” that 

might be used to promote a Passover theme. Which do not exist? 

a. Wordle - challenges people to discover a five-letter word in six tries or less. For hol   

hamoed Pesah some of the words could be wrath, Moses, matzo and frogs. 

b. Airportle –- a Wordle clone in which participants try to find the IATA three-letter airport 

code in six tries. For Pesah, TLV will be highlighted, so one can get to Jerusalem by means of 

an easy sheiroot ride from Ben Gurion Airport (i.e. next year). 

c. Nerdle – a math game in the same vain as a. and b. that involves a calculation with an equals 

sign. For Passover, you could add the positive and negative commandments to get a sum of 

613 mitzvot. This is a prime number for a people chosen for prime obligations. 

d. Taylordle – again with the same format, major fans explore songs by Taylor Swift’s body 

(and oh what a body) of work. In preparing for the holiday, they may promote her little-known 

song, “Clean,” which could be emphasized during Pesah preparation. 

e. Urkle – based on the 1990s “Family Matter” character Steve Urkle. This game takes us 

through the changes of a flawed and self-unaware individual who constantly exclaims, “Did I 

do that?” to his metamorphosis into Stefan Urquelle, a self-assured world class man, capable of 

major accomplishments. What would be more appropriate on Passover than this game as we 

witness Moses transform into a leader to meet the challenges of his time. Words like power, 

force, or poise could be used. (lo kam b’Yisrael k’Moshe ode). 

f. Huddle – in response to Covid, eleven strangers introduced via social media meet at a 

designated time on a middle school football field masked according to CDC guidelines. They 

huddle together and pick  lots to see who gets to say, “You go long,” to no one in particular. 

This is especially fun on Purim. Some participants longing for human contact transform the 

game into Cuddle, which is not sanctioned by the Huddle rules committee. 

g. Puddle – children ages 11 and under are filmed jumping from a standing start over puddles 

at least fifteen inches in diameter in the requisite galoshes. People vote for their favorite 

jumper on the internet and the fee ($.11) for each vote goes to help out the drought-ridden third 

world kids who no longer have puddles. The winning jumper gets a new pair of boots signed 

by Henri Cartier-Bresson. (photographer of a famous puddle -jumping photo). 

h. e., f. and g.  

 

2. According to the Kabbalists in the Kabbalah Haggadah by Yehuda Berg, what is the 

significance of the numbers of the plagues on which Rav Jose,  Rav Eliezer, and Rav Akiva have 

expanded in the Haggadah? 

a. When you add the numbers of the plagues on which the three sages expanded, the resulting 

sum 3280 equals the number of negative angels in the universe. Thus, together the Rabbis 

have combined to destroy the angelic negativity. This is a divine synergism where the effect is 

greater than the sum. It is believed these three brilliant Ravs signed their work and it’s now 

known as the “Co-signed Theory of Negativity.” 

b. King David’s Hebrew name, David ben Yishai, and Rabbi Yossi’s Hebrew name have the 

same numerical value of 386. This gives a holy connection between the two men and imbues 

credence to Rabbi Yossi’s multiplication. Add the three numbers, (3+6+8), you get 17 which 

reminds us of the 17th amendment which represented a time of decent election reform. 



c. 395 is the numerical value of Rabbi Akiva’s name. The number was also noted in the Hindi 

movie, “House No. 395,” which stars Kareena Kapoor. Both Rav Akiva and Kareena were 

dedicated to education of students, but only one of them contracted Covid. 

d. Rav Eliezer’s name has the numerical equivalent of 530. When this number is read out loud 

it sounds like the Chinese phrase meaning “miss you.” And indeed, we do miss this sage. 

e. All of the above. 

 

3. Tenth century Rabbi Sherira Gaon had a custom of putting three cooked items on the Seder 

plate - a shank bone, an egg, and a fish item. What is the significance of adding fish to the k’ara? 

a. He said the shank bone and the egg were symbolic of the leadership of Moses and Aaron. 

The fish commemorated Miriam’s contribution. He recalled the words in (Micha 4:6), “I 

brought you out of Egypt, I redeemed you from the house of bondage, and I sent before you 

Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.” Miriam was included more than just for the halibut. 

b. In a Midrash found in Sotah11b, the Israelite women used to capture small fish when filling 

their water jars in the fast moving river. They would feed the fish to their husbands to make 

them virile so they could procreate against Pharaoh’s orders. This may have been known as 

the Viagra Falls solution. 

c. To honor my Bubie Shena’s gefilte fish, which was always a Seder culinary treat. Every 

year after I ate my Bubie’s fish she would query of me, “Nu Moshela?” and I responded, “My 

mom’s fish is good, but Bubie, yours is best!.” And she would smile. 

d. a. and b. 

  

4. Since you can’t derive benefit from hametz on Pesah, the Rabbis have determined which of 

the following concerning your pet dog? 

a. Give your animal dogfood specifically made for Passover or make your own for the eight 

days. Whether you eat kitniyot or not, your dog can chow down on legumes. (I guess the 

house dog must have evolved from a Sephardic gray wolf.) 

b. Sell your pet to a non-Jew for the holiday and feed him or her regular hametz dog food. 

Since you no longer own the pooch, the purchaser is receiving the benefit. And if you are 

really not wild about rover just don’t buy the animal back. 

c. Check to see if your male dog is circumcised and proceed from there. 

d. Pretend your dog is a stray who just happened to wander into your abode. Call her or him 

by a different name. (For instance, if the pet’s name is Facebook you would call it Meta.)  

Then treat the dog as a stranger in a strange land, invoking the hospitality of Abraham, and 

feed the dog anything that makes him or her happy. Honor our tradition that states Abraham 

celebrated Passover in advance, by serving matzah, because he knew of G-d’s promise to 

enslave the Israelites then make them a great nation. No wonder he is our main forefather. 

e. a. and b. 

 

5. There is a plethora of children’s books concerning Passover and the Seder. Which of the 

following are real books followed by a fairly accurate description of their contents? 

a. “Sammy Spider’s First Haggadah” includes songs to sing when the house is cleaned of 

hametz and as you search for the afikoman and then eat it. Employ this if your child is a fan of 

“Spider-Man: No Way Home” and avoid if your child displays arachnophobia or is tone deaf. 



b. “Dinosaur on Passover” concerns a helpful yet clumsy dinosaur who arrives when the 

family is preparing for Pesah. He assists with many things, such as grating horseradish and 

asking the four questions. Engage this book if your child can’t wait for the much-delayed 

release of “Jurassic World Dominion” or avoid if the kid has ornithoscelidaphobia or starts 

asking if Tyrannosaurus Rex really build the pyramids. 

c. “The Jiminy Cricket Passover Encounter” is a work featuring the ever popular Disney 

insect. He appears in the eighth plague holding an umbrella and singing, “I’m no fool, no 

siree, I want to live to be 93, I play safe for you and me ‘cause I’m no fool.” He espouses 

doing things the “right way” to Pinocchio, and serves as the puppet’s conscience. He is also 

an exclaimed euphemism for another J.C. in the original Disney “Snow White.” Pinocchio 

eventually squashes Jiminy, thus maybe making his statement on morality, religion and big 

noses. Avoid this one if you don’t want your grandchild to suffer your old nightmares or you 

can’t get that insipid song out of your head. 

d. “The Brittany Spears Tell All Haggadah” describes the antagonist’s escape from the child-

to-father servitude to freedom and the ultimate redemption of fifteen million dollars. 

e. “The Captain Kirk Passover in Space” recounts how an old Jewish actor turns fantasy into 

reality and while weightless for three minutes asks four questions about “why is this night 

different?”  Avoid if your child is only a Star Wars fan or starts calling his or her pediatrician, 

“Bones”. 

f. a. and b. 

 

6. It is permissible to start Shabbat early during the daytime on a normal Friday and to say 

Kiddush at that time. But, why can’t you begin Passover before sundown on a Friday? 

a. Because the Seder already is supposed to last till midnight, the Seder host and hostess 

lobby would never allow an early start since they have quite enough to do. Their motto, “No 

four cups of wine until the proper time.” 

b. Because Kiddush is an integral part of the Haggadah (step one out of fifteen) when the 

first of four cups of wine are drunk. This must occur after nightfall by Biblical degree. 

c. If you start too early some of the molecules of burned hametz may still be lingering in the 

atmosphere. We all know the danger of airborne pathogens after the last two years. 

d. TGIF – which stands for Thank G-d It’s Free. If you are a guest and the Seder starts after 

sundown, you can’t offer the host a cash gift to help underwrite the enormous cost of the 

evening. You, therefore, help out with the prep and cleanup since it’s impossible to get help 

in this labor market, and everyone is happy but tired. 

 

7. During Passover in 2018-5778 there were some blocked toilets in the White House. What is 

(are) the possible cause(s) of this plumbing problem? 

a. Due to a preponderance of matzah and her fondness for squab, Ivanka blamed the problem 

on her hard and rather thick stools. When questioned by the January 6 Commission in regard 

to the blocked toilets, she replied, “I am no stool pigeon,” and (then, after careful reflection) 

she said, “There may be a connection with my matzah stool and the pigeon I ate.” 

b. Jared claimed that, at the time, he was going through a rough time psychologically because 

his kids were kicked out of a Jewish day school for not following the common sense rules 

and not being respectful of other Covid guidelines. His depression caused him to become a 

xylophagic, a paper eater. That explained the clogging of the toilets. 



c. Melania illegally accepted a gift of a floral bed cover worth $4200 from the president of 

Uzbekistan. In an attempt to dispose of it (since she didn’t really like it and she couldn’t sell 

it on ebay), she tried to cut it up and flush the fragments down the toilet. It got stuck on a 

“faded rose of days gone by.” Coincidentally, these words correspond precisely with lyrics 

from Delta Dawn,” which is about a faded women whose reputation is tarnished when she 

hooked up with a man of ill repute. I wonder if there is any significance in this. 

d. According to Maggie Haberman’s book, “Confidence Man,” Donald Trump’s staff found 

wads of paper blocking a White House toilet. These were official documents believed to have 

been flushed by the then-President, which legally should have been retained. 

e. All of the above. 

 

8. Pesah is later this year because it is a leap year on the Jewish calendar. When the Sanhedrin 

presided in Jerusalem and there was no set leap year, how did they decide to add an extra month? 

a. They would add a month if the spring equinox occurred later than the middle of Nissan 

(The “Altima” solution when the first green “Leaf” appeared.). 

b. They found if the barley had not ripened yet and the fruit trees weren’t blossoming either, 

they would add a month. After all, Passover is Hag He’aviv. 

c. They saw if the roads in Jerusalem were in disrepair due to the winter rainy season, 

impeding the pilgrims’ ability to travel, they would add a leap month. This gives credence to 

the three constants in life - death, taxes, and potholes. 

d. All of the above. 

 

9. The egg on the Seder plate has become a focus for Hazon, the Jewish Lab for Sustainability, 

and JIFA, the Jewish Initiative for Animals. Which of the following expresses their information 

about the egg, its production, and related topics? 

a. The egg has dual meaning, like the matzah. It is a symbol of spring with rebirth and 

renewal, while also being associated with the Jewish tradition of mourning. 

b. Today, the egg can represent poor care for living creatures (chickens), because of one of 

the plagues of our time: factory farming. Even the label “free range” is totally misleading. 

Though, many chickens I know had their final home on the range on medium high heat. 

c. On Pesah, to note these concerns, one should substitute an eggplant or a wooden egg for 

the real thing, provoking questions. Also during the year, one could substitute vegan 

alternatives for eggs or purchase eggs with the animal welfare approved “hekshur.” 

d. The color of a chicken’s earlobes will predict the color of the egg it will lay. JIFA is most 

likely against pierced ears for chickens no matter what color they are. 

e. Egg shells are porous (they have 17,000 pores) and therefore, take in air as they age. So if 

an egg floats avoid eating it, it has taken in too much air and it is not fresh. I wonder how 

someone counted the pores. 

f. There is one egg-laying chicken for each man, woman, and child in the U.S.A. Sounds like 

someone could remake “The Invasion of the Body Snatchers” for the third time using the 

chickens to replace us as the pods had done. If so, it will happen on the day before Passover 

begins and, just like unseen hametz, all human beings become k’afrah d’arah, “dust of the 

earth.” ( Check out the movie to understand this.) 

g. a., b. and c. 



 

10. Which of the following are actual Passover resources from alumni of the Bronfman 

Fellowship? The mission of the Bronfman Fellowship is to nurture intellectually curious young 

Jews from North America and Israel to build a more dynamic and pluralistic future. (Leaves me 

out on several counts.) Alumni participate in ongoing learning and intellectual exchanges. 

a. The BPI Passover Haggadah Supplement was sponsored by the Bard Prison Initiative. Its 

goal is to encourage Seder debate on the meaning of freedom and the place of incarceration 

in our society. At Harvey Weinstein’s Seder, however, they converse about legal 

technicalities to get him freed from his convictions just like Bill Cosby. 

b. Passover cleaning in the age of OCD and mental health. Passover preparation can 

exaggerate the anxiety in people with OCD. They should recognize this and try to deal with it 

accordingly, and if not under control, seek professional help. My wife who is not OCD 

recommends a different professional: a cleaning person. 

c. Reboot Plastover. An exodus from plastic over use and waste and an attempt to make us 

aware of its negative effect on the health of our planet and all living things. Did you know 

micro plastics have been found in human placentas? 

d. All alumni must be able to create a unique cocktail with Seagram Passover Slivovitz. 

e. a., b. and c. 

 

11. Which of the following are some of the customs concerning the cup of Eliyahoo Ha’Navi? 

a. The cup represents the fifth promise of redemption, “I will take you out…” In the Talmud 

there was a discussion concerning having four or five cups. It resulted in a tecu which is 

basically a non-decision. So Elijah’s cup is a compromise. Congress take note. 

b. One custom has the Seder leader fill Elijah’s cup, after drinking the third glass of wine, in 

a large beautiful vessel. Some say if he overfills the cup he must break into a melodic 

baritone voice and sing “My Cup Runneth Over” made famous by Ed Ames, who, today, has 

been reduced to a popular crossword clue. Ed was and is a supporter of Israel, though a self-

professed secular Jew. He is also known as a tomahawk mohel.  

c. The wine, if not drunk by Elijah (which usually has been my experience), is then, at the 

end of the night, either poured back into the bottle or used for the next yomtov day. This may 

have been the impetus for the formation of the group, Rabbinical Recycling and Repurposing 

Alternative Imbibing for Special Hermitage wine (abbreviated RRRAISH, with a rolling “R”) 

because this type of wine pairs well with roasted lamb. 

d. Millennials fill the cup with a hard seltzer and then find a way to sip it when no one is 

looking. Just another perk expected by this entitled generation. 

e. All of the above but d. 

 

 12. Which Passover tradition of Jews from North Africa is most likely to result in the spread of 

germs among Seder participants? 

a. Reaching over and dipping thin celery into the elderly person’s salt water (aka skinny 

dipping with a wrinkle or one who is wrinkled). 

b. Kissing the matzah, marror and haroset to demonstrate their love for the mitzvot, as we 

used to kiss the Torah prior to Covid. (In Algeria the Jews were known as Colonial French 

Kissers until they got kicked out after independence even though they kept a civil tongue.) 



c. Mixing the haroset with their feet – to show that the enslaved stood to lose everything. 

d. Passing a ceremonial recorder (flute) at the Seder to everyone named Shlomo, a common 

Moroccan name. Each of these individuals played the same haunting Pesah melody and as 

the instrument was passed to the next person (without disinfecting it), the assemblage would 

exclaim in unison, “Play it again, Sam!” (Which never was said in the movie, “Casablanca.”) 

  

13. There are many unusual Haggadot and Seder renditions available today. Which of the 

following, with its description, are actual items? 

a. “The Texas Haggadah That Can’t Be Banned” is a book that is totally censor-proof.  It 

deletes words like “naked,” drinks with alcohol, and questions by kids (since kids should be 

seen and not heard, and heaven forbid, not allowed to point). Bitter herbs are replaced with 

cilantro. “It happened at midnight” is changed to 9:00 p.m. to avoid curfew concerns. 

b. “The Unorthodox Haggadah” is aimed at those who deny the existence of G-d. This work 

sights five statements from the Internet that extraterrestrials, not Hebrew slaves, built the 

pyramids. One being, “King Tut’s tomb was filled with fungus never before seen on earth.” 

So, his cleaning lady certainly didn’t build the pyramids. 

c. “The Haggadah in Another Dimension” contains 3D pictures with the appropriate two-

tone glasses. One picture of an Egyptian whipping a Hebrew slave seems so life-like that it 

almost makes you feel like you are interceding with Moses. 

d. “The Zombie Haggadah” has zombies feasting on human brains. It’s about an alternative 

universe with alternative facts so, figure in today’s society, about 22% of the country will 

believe this fantasy. 

e. “The Squid Game Haggadah” features the Hebrew slaves in dire financial debt. Wearing 

green track suits, the Israelites are under the watch of the pink jump-suited Egyptian guards 

and Pharaoh in a black uniform and mask. The slaves play games to see who will lose and 

suffer the tenth plague. 

f. “The Darth Seder” is a video of a Pesah celebration that begins with a group around a 

Seder table. Bedecked in Star Wars regalia, they begin in unison, “A long time ago, in a 

galaxy far away, on a planet known as Israel…” 

g. b., c. and d. 

 

14. In which of the following can one say that the life of Moses, as described in Exodus, can be 

compared to the afikoman at the Seder? 

a. As Moses was hidden from his people for most of his life, the afikoman is hidden for a 

good part of the Seder. This parallels Joe Manchin’s agenda in throttling the goals of the 

Democrats and Joe Biden. Marjorie Taylor Greene needs to be in hiding permanently. 

b. The Hebrew word tzafun, which describes the retrieval and eating of the afikoman, means 

“the hidden one.” The root word only appears two times in the Bible and then only in 

describing baby Moses. 

c. The middle matzah, broken in yahatz to create the afikoman, represents the Levites. Both 

of Moses’s parents were from the tribe of Levi. And no, they did not wear specific jeans. 

d. Moses was known to hide under a couch cushion draped only in a cloth napkin waiting 

patiently for a four-year-old to find him. 



e. In the end, Moses’s life was somewhat disappointing or, some may say, crummy when he 

didn’t get into the Promised Land. When you divide the afikoman for everyone as dessert it 

also causes many crumbs.   

f. Three of the above. 

 

15. The press in the United States has published articles since the inception on the country 

concerning the “Jewish Passover.” Below, match the newspaper on the left, in descending order, 

with the article’s proper content on the right, as it is recorded in the archives of the Library of 

Congress.You will get a special quote that  rings true for our democracy and throughout the 

world today. (This question required the most research time this year – something to do while 

waiting eleven months for Mary’s new electric Mustang Mach-E due to supply chain problems, 

even though we should be used to that each year with obtaining Pesah goods.)  

Match each prompt in Column A, in the order listed, with the Column B match of your choice to 

formulate the answer.  Choose your answer from the options below:  

Column A Column B 

The freedom of.  The American Jewish 

World (Minneapolis, MN 1922) 

but by. Headline – Massacre of Jews 

planned by head officials in Russia – 

Death of lad is laid at doors of Israelites 

who were engaged at celebrating the 

Feast of Passover. 

Is one of the.  The Evening Telegram 

(Lakeland, FL 1918) 

of liberty. A full-blooded Eskimo was a 

guest of some New Jersey Jewish 

families for Passover - the greatest of 

all Jewish festivals. 

bulwarks.   The Nome Nugget (Nome, AL 

1961) 

the press. Picture of ship with Pilgrims 

going to Palestine with the caption, 

“Probably the first time in 2000 years 

such a pilgrimage is being made.”             

and can. The Daily Telegram (Clarksburg, 

WVA 1914)                                              

governments. Religious celebration of the 

crossing of the Red Sea causes closing 

of the courts because they are located in 

the same building as Temple Israel. 

restrained.  The South Bend News Tribune 

(South Bend, IN 1913) 

great.  Passover is the proclamation on the 

banks of the Nile of the inviolable 

principles of human freedom, human 

equality and human dignity. 

despotic. The San Francisco Call (San 

Francisco, CA 1907) 

never be.  Advertised the “Passover 

Miracle” a two-part play…with every 

detail of the Passover celebration 

absolutely correct (Titles in Yiddish 

and English). 

 

a. The bulwarks of great despotic governments can restrain liberty by never giving the 

press one freedom. (Inspiration for “Our Lips are Sealed” by the Go-Go’s.) 

b. The freedom of the press is one of the great bulwarks of liberty and can never be 

restrained but by despotic governments. (Quote by George Mason, great advocate for the 



Bill of Rights who refused to sign the Constitution because it did not protect the individual 

sufficiently and though a slave owner, advocated the abolition of slavery.) 

c. Great freedom is the bulwark of one despotic government which has the liberty to 

employ a (full court) press. (Many dictators use basketball analogies, Putin before invading 

Ukraine was heard to say, “Ref, we didn’t charge, those Nazis provoke us.”) 

 

16.  Which of the following are true concerning kosher for Passover wine? 

a. It was first established as a specific item for Pesah during the era of the “Men of the 

Great Assembly,” which convened in 44 BCE. To promote its product, it’s rumored that 

Mogen David sponsored the first shvitz night out for the “Men.” After imbibing copious 

amounts of wine, the Assemblage decided not only to approve the need for Passover wine 

but also to close the Bible from further inclusions while they were in their happy place. 

b. Even though making spirits requires yeast, this item in Pesah wine and booze is derived 

from fruit and certain sugars, not any of the prohibited fermenting of the five grains. Thank 

goodness for plums, which become prunes, the fermented fruit for Slivovitz. 

c. The fruit of the Concord grape is highly acidic. It, therefore, requires lots of sugar to be 

added to make it drinkable. That’s why this wine is so sweet. 

d. Mevushal wine is flash pasteurized. That allows the wine to be kosher l’Pesah no matter 

who handles it. It was heated, originally, to keep idol worshippers from using the wine for 

pagan rituals. (G-d is not wild about pagans.) That’s also why non-mevushal wine must be 

only handled by Shabbat observant Jews from crushing to pouring. 

e. All of the above. 

 

17. In today’s society we are inundated with false stories spread through the internet and social 

media. Which of the following widely-promoted beliefs have been debunked by the 

accompanying Passover realities? 

a. Wine coolers were invented in 1976 in California and debuted as the “California 

Cooler.” But, in truth, at a Pesah Seder over 60 years ago, my older cousins using what is 

now called a vintage seltzer bottle, took one ounce of wine in a glass and shot in about six 

ounces of seltzer, creating the first wine cooler and kid-friendly Seder drink. 

b. According to the internet, Thales of Miletus was the first known mathematician in about 

600 BCE. But from the Haggadah we learn that Moses could count to ten way before that. 

(That was even before we got into that fingers of G-d stuff and multiplication.). 

c. The recliner was invented by the French military in 1850 CE according to a Google 

search. But we all know that we have been reclining on pillows at the Seder for eons. 

d. Depending on which web source you ascribe to, fast food was either invented by the 

Romans to feed an apartment block built without kitchens or the Han Dynasty with all 

night noodle stands. But, we know, due to circumstances described in the Bible, we are 

commanded to eat matzah, the first fast food. 

e. John Montagu, the 4th Earl of Sandwich, has been credited with the invention of the food 

staple that bears his name. But, from the Haggadah, we know Hillel concocted the 

sandwich hundreds of years before. It is rumored that descendants of Shammai were 

involved in the promotion of the Earl’s legacy at the expense of Hillel. 

f. All of the above. 



 

18. Piskurd… 

a. is an endearing name my older sisters had for me when I was growing up (aka Shmoo). 

b. is a term for an ancient latrine when the Israelites wandered in the desert. 

c. is what you do after eating a gallon of kosher l’Pesah cottage cheese.                                         

d. is an Afghani Seder dish served before the main course. (Only is served in exile now.) 

 

19. If Passover was expressed in the context of a Broadway musical, which of the following 

would be the most fitting title? 

a. “Les Miserables” – slaves who can only sing “uhuh” are led by Moses, prisoner #613, who   

is later pursued by a gendarme who meets his fate by drowning in the Red Sea. 

b. “Oklahoma” – cattle ranchers cannot find friends with anyone because of the fifth plague. 

They can’t even muster a sheepish grin and refuse to handle a lamb. 

c. “South Pacific” – after the third plague every Egyptian is trying to “wash those lice right 

out of my hair.” The slaves sing ‘we ain’t got no dames’ to underscore the hardship of family 

separation forced on them. 

d. “On a Clear Day You Can See Forever” – because according to Psalm 139:12 G-d “lit up 

night like day”on Pesah. This is one explanation why Hallel can be recited at night. Also on 

the fifteenth of the month of Nisan there is a full moon. In addition you feel like you can see 

forever after four cups of wine. 

e. “Hamilton” – King George plays Pharaoh and tell the Israelites “you’ll be back” and “Cuz 

when push comes to shove I will kill your friends and family to remind you of my love.” In 

the end, despite the humanity of Hamilton and the inhumanity of Burr, freedom prevails. 

f. “My Fair Lady”- the child who does not know how to ask is taught to query, “Why is the 

khrain from Spain placed mainly on one of five grains?” Then, when he finds the afikoman 

everyone yells, I think he’s got it!” and then the child breaks into “Lots of Pesadica 

chocolates for me to eat.” 

20. Two Zuzim… 

a. is  Paris Hilton’s donation to bring back the woolly mammoth. 

b. times 189.94 is the price of a gallon of gas. 

c. is the latest bitcoin. 

d. will buy one slice of zero carb bread on the way to a keto diet. 

21. “In every generation they seek to destroy us” refers to 

a. Putin. 

b. White Christian Nationalists who want our country to have one official religion. 

c. Iran. 

d. Hezbollah and Hamas. 

e. The worldwide rise in anti-Semitism and attacks on synagogues. 

22. Next year…. 

a. in the playoffs, when the Browns achieve their potential though now tainted 

b. in all-inclusive Mexican resort,with the family, that we don’t have to cancel. 

c. with a million less Americans due to Covid. 

d. with “Only Murders in the Building” and not in the Ukraine. 

e. when I figure out what to do with my Cleveland Indians regalia, Go Gaurdians? 

f. in Jerusalem. 



 


