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Dr. Irving Berkowitz is the Emeritus Dean of Academic Affairs at Palm Beach State 
College, a position from which he retired after 8 years in 2020.  This followed a 3-year stint 
as the Executive Vice President of Academic and Student Affairs at the only institution 
of higher education on the island nation of Bermuda, Bermuda College. In his 42 year 
career in higher education he has served as a Professor, Dean, and Academic Vice 
President of colleges and universities around the country.  He is a widely respected 
scholar and public speaker on the Holocaust and Contemporary Antisemitism and a 
recognized internationally published scholar in the fields of social policy and organization 
theory.  Early in his career he was chosen Distinguished University Professor for his 
teaching and scholarship. In 1993, twenty years after graduating from Ohio University, 
Dr. Berkowitz was chosen as one of five distinguished alumni shortly thereafter was 
inducted into the Honor Society for International Scholars.  
 
In 1990, less than one year after the collapse of Communism in Eastern Europe, Dr. 
Berkowitz was invited to serve as a political and public policy advisor to the newly formed 
government of Romania following the execution of its brutal dictator, Nicolae Ceausescu. 
Shortly thereafter he was appointed as the international political and public policy 
advisor to the Prime Minister of Albania and continues to serve in this role today. He 
successfully authored numerous U.S. government and United Nations grants to promote the 
development of civil society and social capital, including a Twenty Year Master Plan for 
the Capital City of Tirana.  In November of 2015, Dr. Berkowitz was invited by the 
government of the Republic of Albania to be recognized and honored for his 25 years of 
work with both the municipal and central government in facilitating the nation’s transition 
from Communism to Democracy.    For his leadership in creating the College of Social 
Sciences at the National University of Albania in 1993, Dr. Berkowitz was named its 
“Founding” and Honorary Dean.”   
 
Dr. Berkowitz is the son Holocaust survivors of the most infamous of Nazi extermination 
camps, Auschwitz/Birkenau, in Poland.  He has been passionately engaged in issues and 
causes related to social justice, prejudice and equal opportunity. He is a former Chair of the 
Board of Directors of the Grand Rapids Urban League and the proud recipient of numerous 
awards and recognition from organizations such as the Michigan Office of Civil Rights, the 
North American Indian Association, the Mental Health Association of Virginia and the New 
Mexico Holocaust and Intolerance Museum.  In January 2013 Dr. Berkowitz was honored 
as the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial speaker at the Grand Rapids Urban 
League annual MLK event.   
 
Recent honors include the following: 
 
In 2015, Dr. Berkowitz was inducted into the Cleveland Heights High School 
Distinguished Alumni Hall of Fame. 
 
In 2016, Dr. Berkowitz was awarded a Holocaust Fellowship to the Harvard of Holocaust 
Studies, the prestigious International School for Holocaust Studies in Jerusalem, 
Israel where he was a “Scholar in Residence.”    



 
In 2017, Dr. Berkowitz was selected as the Holocaust Scholar for the Southern Region 
of the United States that would educate and accompany 100+Jewish teens from South 
Florida on the March of the Living (a two week visit to concentration camps, ghetto 
sites, memorials and mass graves in Poland culminating in a tour of the State of Israel).    
 
In 2018 Dr. Berkowitz completed a Fellowship as a “Scholar in Residence at Oxford 
University’s renowned Institute for the Study of Global Anti-Semitism and Policy with 
a small group of the brightest minds in the world devoted to advancing our knowledge of the 
roots and ramifications of Global Anti-Semitism.  As a result of this Oxford University 
Fellowship, Dr. Berkowitz is now working on a chapter for a forthcoming book on Anti-
Semitism. The title of this scholarly work is:  
Contemporary Anti-Semitism and the Assault on Holocaust Education in the United 
States.    
 
In 2019 Dr. Berkowitz was the recipient of the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Distinguished 
Leadership Award in Palm Beach County for a lifetime of leadership, scholarship, 
advocacy and service in relation to racism, Antisemitism, hatred and discrimination. 
   
Dr. Berkowitz earned his bachelor's degree in Sociology from Ohio University, Master's 
degree in Social Policy and Planning from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill; 
and Doctoral degree in Social Policy and Organization Theory from Tulane University in 
New Orleans. He completed his first post-doctoral certificate program in Austrian 
Economics from the Foundation for Economic Education at Irvington-on-Hudson.  He 
also has a post-doctoral certificate in Higher Education Leadership from Harvard 
University. 
 
Dr. Berkowitz summarizes his personal mission as follows: 
 
TO PROMOTE THE VALUE OF HUMAN DIVERSITY 
TO PROTECT HUMAN RIGHTS 
TO PRESERVE HUMAN DIGNITY 
TO CONTRIBUTE TO HUMAN DEVELOPMENT AND 
TO IMPROVE THE HUMAN CONDITION. 
 


