
A Glimpse at Changes to Make This Year’s High Holidays Safe and Meaningful 

 
 

• Machzors will be available for pick-up at the synagogue (details to follow). 
• Families with children will receive a Rosh Hashanah Activities Kit. 
• A booklet will be available for everyone to recite their own Memorial prayers for 

loved ones at graveside before the holidays. 
• Online learning classes on High Holiday themes starting August 24. 
• Community Shofar Blowings in Public Parks the four Sundays before Rosh Hashanah. 
• Four simultaneous Tashlikh ceremonies each with limited numbers at different 

locations. 
• An outdoor drive-in event, like Shabbat Rocks this summer but with no 

instrumentation, on the second afternoon of Rosh Hashanah. 
• All traditional services will be online. 
• Dramatically shorter morning services on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. 
• Cantor Shifman is preparing modifications to enhance prayers. (No choir, due to 

risks connected with singing, but we will be sharing recordings of the choir chanting 
many of the prayers). 

• Multiple camera angles and close-ups of Rabbis and Cantor, and other prayer 
leaders. 

• Torah readings and blessings will be done by congregants over Zoom. 
• Creative online services/programs for young families and school age children. 
• Special online program for ATID. 
• Guest speakers and engaging discussions on themes most important to the holidays 

and today’s unique challenges/situation. 
• Engaging speaker and conversation for teens and their families on Rosh Hashanah 1st 

day afternoon.  
• Congregants will be able to reserve a timeslot between Rosh Hashanah and Yom 

Kippur to come to synagogue and stand before the ark in personal prayer, as we 
customarily do at Neilah. 

• We will be announcing our Selichot plans shortly, exciting news is coming! 
• And more to come, we are working on other holiday enhancements.  

 

Preparations to Make Your High Holiday Prayer Experience More Meaningful 

 Use the month before to read psalms, attend minyan, take one of our classes. 
 Set aside time before the holiday to engage in heshbon ha-nefesh (taking an accounting 

of our soul – self-reflection on our words and actions in the past year). 
 Seek out those you have hurt to apologize and make amends. 
 For those who have hurt you, search your soul for the ability to forgive. 


