
Protocols for Funerals and Shivas 
B’nai Jeshurun Congregation 

As of 10/22/20 

General requirements: 

1. Anyone visiting from a state listed on the Ohio Coronavirus website as requiring quarantine 
before entering Ohio may not attend funerals or shivas in person unless they have already 
been here for 14 days. The link to the list of states can be found on our website. 

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/families-and-individuals/COVID-
19-Travel-Advisory/COVID-19-Travel-Advisory 

2. If you have a fever of 100.4F or higher, or are not feeling well, or have any covid-19 
symptoms (whether or not you don't feel well), you should leave the synagogue and return 
home. 

The CDC defines the following as Covid-19 symptoms: 

Fever or chills 

Cough 

Shortness of breath 

Difficulty breathing 

Fatigue 

Muscle or body aches 

Headache 

New loss of taste or smell 

Sore throat 

Congestion or runny nose 

Nausea or vomiting 

Diarrhea 

3. If you have had any contact with someone who had Covid-19 in the past 14 days, you should 
not be at the funeral or shiva. 

4.  If an individual at any point begins to feel unwell or exhibit the above symptoms, they 
should immediately leave the synagogue. 

5. If the clergy determine that any individual does not look well or sound well, or that they 
have Covid-19 symptoms, or have had contact with someone who had Covid-19 in the past 
14 days, they will, at their discretion, ask that individual to immediately leave the premises, 
regardless of the occasion. 
 



6. Masks are required at all times, including when speaking. 
 

7. Social distancing of at least 6 feet between individuals or families living under one roof or 
“pods” must be maintained at all times. 
 

8. Persons must use gloves when acting as pall bearers or using a shovel at the grave side. 

 

Funerals 

Maximum for Service in Large Chapel at Berkowitz: 30 
Maximum for Small Chapel at Berkowitz: 15 
Maximum for Graveside Service: 30 
Funerals in Sanctuary will be reserved for synagogue leadership and their spouses. Maximum 
attendance 40. 

Meeting with Rabbi Before Funeral will be via Zoom 

Shiva 

Shiva gatherings may not be held inside a home. Must be outside. 

 This includes not in screened in “sunrooms.” 

Outdoor shiva gatherings are limited to 15 

In case of inclement weather, shiva will take place on Zoom 

For zoom shivas, family will be asked to zoom or stream our minyan. Zoom shiva will be 
visitation only. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


