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Shema Yisrael, Adonai Elcheynu, Adonai Ehad.

[Baruh sheym k'vod mal-huto I'olam va-ed.]

V’ahavta eyt Adonai Eloheha

B’hol I'vavha, u-v’hol naf-sh’ha, u-v’hol m’odeha.
V’ha-yu ha-d’varim ha-eyleh

Asher anohi m’tza-v’ha ha-yom al I'va-veha.
V’shi-nan-tam I’va-neha v’dibarta bam

B’shiv-t’ha b'vey-teha u-v’leh-t'ha va-dereh,
U-v’shoh-b’ha u-v’ku-meha.

U-k’shar-tam l'ot al ya-deha,

V’ha-yu I'totafot beyn eyneha.

U-h’tav-tam al m’zuzot bey-teha u-vish-areha.
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Hear, O Israel: the Lord is our God, the Lord is One.

Praised be God’s glorious sovereignty for ever and ever.

V’AHAVTA: You shall love the Lord

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with
all your soul, with all your might. You shall take to heart
these words which I command you this day. You shall
teach them diligently to your children, speaking of them
when you are at home and when you are away, when you
lie down at night and when you rise up in the morning.
You shall bind them as a sign upon your arm, and they
shall be a reminder above your eyes. You shall inscribe
them on the doorpasts of your homes and on your gates.

Deuteronomy 6:4-9

THE SHEMA: A call to witness

In the Torah scroll, the wotd “Sh’ma” is written with an
enlarged final ayin (y); and the word “Ehad” with an
enlarged final daled (7). These two letters form the Hebrew word
<V (Eyd) which means “witness.”

Whenever we recite the Sh’ma, we are responding to the
Divine call: Atem Eydai, “You are My witnesses” (Isaiah 43:10);
and we are reminded of our vocation to be God’s “witnesses”—
in both our personal and collective lives. (Ben Saul)

V'AHAVTA: You shall love the Lord
Whether a person really loves God can be determined by the love
which that person bears toward others. (Levi Yitzhak of Berditchev)

V’AHAVTA: Love leading to action

In Judaism, love of God is never a mere feeling; it belongs to
the sphere of ethical action. {Leo Baeck)

[55] EVENING SERVICE / SABBATH & FESTIVALS




