
Nursery Level

Play-based activities and crafts 
to enjoy at home…

Compiled by your Beth Emet Teachers!



A “Nursery” learning journey…
Here you will find some ideas to play, exercise and work with your child at home.
These activities are age-appropriate and we hope you and your child enjoy them 
together!

Suggested prompt for introducing this book to your child...
“Your teachers made a book for you. Can you read through it and let me know which 
ideas you would like to try? I am wondering what page will interest you…”

(We do not expect your child to read this, encouraging reading and allowing them the 
opportunity to begin to understand this suggestion is important!)

We present activities such as these to Nursery students every day in school…sometimes 
they do exactly what we ask or expect from the activity, and sometimes they have their 
own creative thought. We see where this creative thought takes them and we follow 
their interest. Enjoy these activities…more to come next week!



Eclectic Paintbrush Activity

Materials needed:  Small branches (paint brush sized) Flowers, 
leaves, (different textures) and rubber bands or string, paper, 

and paint.

What to do: This is basically a natural paint brush your child can 
use to make his or her own masterpiece! Take a walk with your 
child, and find flowers and branches to make your own natural 
paint brushes. Attach the flowers and leaves to your branches. 
Get your paper and paint ready. Paint using your new natural 

paintbrushes. 

(If painting in the house is too messy for you, try using the 
kitchen or a patio for easy clean up.)



Lava Experiment
Materials needed:

½ cup of vegetable oil

¾ cup of water

Up to 10 drops of food coloring 

Alka Seltzer tablets

1-2 clear jars or bottles with the lids

Spoon

Salt (optional)

What to do:

You can make your very own Lava experiment! First get all your ingredients together.

Pour the oil into your container. 

Ask your child which liquid is on the top, and which liquid is on the bottom? Why?

Next add the food coloring.  If you have more than one container you can add a different color           

in the 2nd container.

Ask your child where does the food coloring stop, top or bottom?

Before you put 1 Alka Seltzer tablet in the container, ask your child to predict what will                    

happen to the mixture?

When you see the chemical reaction, ask “What is happening?”

When the mixture stops reacting ask “What will happen if we put 2 AS tablets in?”

You can also add Iodized table salt, and see what happens.

This is a way to extend the fun!



Create a Bird Seed House!

Make your own bird seed house out of 4 
sponges and hot glue!

(Elmer’s glue will not stick to wet sponges). 

Cut 3 sponges in half. Leave the fourth 
sponge whole…that creates the roof.  Hot 
glue your pieces together to create your little 
house. Soak your sponge really well. Add wet 
dirt and seeds and press really hard to get 
the dirt and seeds to stick.  Yes it’s messy, 
but that’s part of the fun! Leave in a partially 
sunny area and don’t forget to water your 
seeds with a spray bottle daily. And watch 
your house grow.

Enjoy❣



Paint the Ice
Materials needed:

Plastic squeeze bottles

Washable Paint (primary colors)

Ice

Large Bin

Shower Curtain or Garbage Bag for underneath to catch the mess.

What to do:

Fill each squirt bottle with a small amount of paint.

Use only primary colors.

Add water to the rest of the bottle.

Shake the squirt bottle.

Dump Ice into the bin.

Allow your child to decide what is next.  Let them observe the different colors that are 
made.  Ask them what is happening to the ice as they squirt the paint onto it.  Ask 
them where all of the water (pooling at the bottom) is coming from!



What Can You Do With a Box?

Materials: Any kind of box (from Amazon, 
deliveries, shoe box), paint, paint brushes, 
paper, scissors, glue, tape, craft items, 
stickers, crayons, markers, foil

Decorate your box...paint, cut paper and 
glue or tape on box, glue on craft items, 
write or draw on box, etc.
Once the box dries it can be used in various 
ways...a house or fort for dolls, figurines, or 
stuffed animals, to store toys or special 
items, for building, to store paper for 
drawing or creating, or for a puppet theatre. 
Let your child take the lead. The possibilities 
are endless!

This activity involves a child using his/her 
imagination and problem solving skills. It 
requires focus and concentration, fine motor 
skills and planning skills. 



Counting Activity with Marbles

Materials: Marbles, bath mat with suction 
cups, cut into any shapes you like.

Have your child count the marbles as he 
places each one on a suction cup.  This is 
great for both math and fine-motor. skills

Variations: Use different colored 
mats/shapes and have them sort or match as 
well.  You can even color the suction cups 
with a sharpie.  Another idea would be for 
one parent to complete a shape with a 
specific pattern, and have the child copy that 
pattern.   Have fun!



Sensory Activity with Oats

Materials: A container or two of oats, 
measuring cups, spoons, small bowls, and 
empty containers, a sensory bin...any type of 
large tub, a small table turned upside down

Using oats in a unique type of tub can be a 
fun and creative sensory activity. The oats 
are great for scooping and pouring, and can 
allow for a pretty easy clean-up!

This activity involves imagination, capacity, 
volume, fine motor skills, measurement, 
critical thinking and open-ended learning.



Jumping Corn
Materials: Clear jar or glass, popcorn 
kernels, vinegar, baking soda and water

What to do:  Fill the jar about halfway with 
water.   Add popcorn kernels.   Pour about ¼ 
cup of vinegar to the jar.  

Ask your child “What do you think will 
happen when we add the baking soda?”  

Add a teaspoon of baking soda.  Let the fun 
begin!  Ask your child what they observe!


