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To find out where to borrow DVDs or stream films, check your local library and www.justwatch.com. 

Part 1: US Black and Civil Rights History 

DOCUMENTARY FILMS (HISTORY) 
Eyes on the Prize (1987-1990) 14-part series chronicling the movement from 1954 through 1985. See especially 
Episode 6: Bridge to Freedom which includes the march from Selma to Montgomery, and events leading up to it.   
 

John Lewis: Good Trouble (2020) The film explores the Georgia representative's 60-plus years of social activism and 
legislative action on civil rights, voting rights, gun control, health care reform, immigration.  
 

Four Little Girls (1997) A documentary of the notorious racial terrorist bombing of an African-American church 
during the Civil Rights Movement directed by Spike Lee. 
 

My Name is Pauli Murray (2021) Fifteen years before Rosa Parks refuses to give up her bus seat, Pauli Murray 
fights for social justice. A non-binary Black lawyer, activist, poet, and priest, Murray influences both Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg and Thurgood Marshall. 
 

Simple Justice (1993) This American Experience episode examines the tortuous legal and political path that led the 
Supreme Court to overturn the “separate but equal” doctrine in its  1954 Brown v Board of Education ruling, also 
told through the stories of courageous lawyers and plaintiffs.  
 

Freedom Riders (2010) Tells the story of the summer of 1961 when more than 400 Black and white Americans 
risked their lives traveling together in the segregated South to protest segregation.  
 

Freedom Summer (2014) Describes the 10 weeks in 1964 when more than 700 student volunteers from around 
the country joined organizers and local African Americans to register voters in Mississippi.  
 

King: A Filmed Record…From Montgomery to Memphis (1970) Presents key events in the life MLK Jr. through 
major steps in his struggle to promote racial equality. Narrated by numerous celebrities such as Harry Belafonte, 
Paul Newman and James Earl Jones. See also the 24 minute excerpt, Legacy of a Dream. 
 

MLK/FBI (2020) Based on newly declassified files, Sam Pollard's resonant film explores the US government's 
surveillance and harassment of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 

Free at Last: Civil Rights Heroes (2000) This TV documentary highlights archival footage of Medgar Evers, Martin 
Luther King, Jr, and Emmett Till as well as others. 
 

13th (2016) How US substituted mass incarceration and Jim Crow laws for slavery.  
 

Slavery by Another Name (2012) A 90-minute documentary that challenges one of Americans' most cherished 
assumptions: the belief that slavery in this country ended with the Emancipation Proclamation. The film tells how 
even as chattel slavery came to an end in 1865, thousands of African Americans were pulled back into forced 
labor with shocking force and brutality. 
 

The Loving Story (2012) Describes the ordeal of an interracial couple from Virginia, Richard and Mildred Loving, 
whose 1967 Supreme Court case overturned state anti-miscegenation laws. 
 

Soundtrack for a Revolution (2009) Bill Guttentag's documentary examines the importance of music during the 
U.S. civil rights movement during the 1950s and '60s. The various sit-ins and public demonstrations of the era 
incorporated protest songs, folk tunes and spirituals, music that was a crucial part of the movement.  
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The Songs of the Civil Rights Movements, Past and Present (2021) A portion of the show, In The Loop, tracing the 
lines from Civil Rights Era songs to contemporary protest music. Available on YouTube: 
https://youtu.be/u77pgvzRdnA. 

DRAMATIZATIONS (HISTORY) 
Marshall (2017) Chadwick Boseman as Thurgood Marshall, the first African-American Supreme Court Justice, 
battles through one of his career-defining cases. 
 

Mississippi Burning (1988) Two white FBI agents (played by Gene Hackman and Willem Dafoe) with very different 
styles arrive in Mississippi and face hostility from most local residents when they investigate the disappearance of 
three civil rights activists (based on a true story). 
 

The Long Walk Home (1990) Two women, black and white, in 1955 Montgomery Alabama, must decide what they 
are going to do in response to the famous bus boycott led by Martin Luther King Jr. 
Starring Whoopi Goldberg and Sissy Spacek. 
 

Green Book (2018) Set in 1962, the film is inspired by the true story of a tour of the Deep South by Don Shirley 
(Mahershala Ali), a Black classical and jazz pianist, who hires an Italian American night club bouncer, Frank 
Vallelonga (Viggo Mortensen), as his driver and bodyguard. The film is named for The Negro Motorist Green Book, 
a mid-20th century guidebook for Black tourists to help them identify restaurants and hotels in the Jim Crow 
South. The film’s representation of the harsh realities of Jim Crow segregation is one  of its strongest features. 
 

Loving (2016) The true story of Richard and Mildred Loving, an interracial couple, whose challenge of their anti-
miscegenation arrest for their marriage in Virginia led to a legal battle that would end at the Supreme Court.  
 

Harriet (2019) From her escape from slavery through the dangerous missions she led to liberate hundreds of 
slaves through the Underground Railroad, the story of heroic abolitionist Harriet Tubman (Cynthia Erivo) is told. 
 

The Rosa Parks Story (2002) Angela Bassett starts in the story of the civil rights heroine whose refusal to obey 
racial bus segregation was just one of her acts in her fight for justice.  

 

Selma (2014) A chronicle of Martin Luther King Jr.’s campaign to secure equal voting rights via an epic march from 
Selma to Montgomery, Alabama in 1965, focusing on his efforts to hold together the civil rights coalition and 
negotiate a working partnership with President Johnson. 

FICTION (HISTORICAL) 
12 Years a Slave (2013) Chiwetal Ejiofor stars in this epic story as Solomon Northup, a free black man from 
upstate New York, who is abducted and sold into slavery. Facing cruelty as well as unexpected kindnesses 
Solomon struggles not only to stay alive, but to retain his dignity. In the twelfth year of his unforgettable odyssey, 
Solomon’s chance meeting with a Canadian abolitionist will forever alter his life.  

 

Mudbound (2017) Set in the rural American South during World War II, the film tells the story of two families 
pitted against one another by Jim Crow segregation and culture, but still bound together by the shared farmland 
of the Mississippi Delta.  
 
To Kill A Mockingbird (1962) Based on Harper Lee’s novel, Gregory Peck stars as Atticus Finch, a lawyer in the 
Depression-era South, who defends a Black man against an undeserved rape charge and his children against 
prejudice.  
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Part II: Contemporary Issues 

DOCUMENTARY FILMS AND INTERVIEWS (CONTEMPORARY ISSUES) 

Rigged: The Voter Suppression Handbook (2019) Examines how, since 2008, right-wing groups have worked with 
states to make it harder to vote, particularly for minority groups and young people. Stream at riggedthefilm.com.  

All In – The Fight for Democracy (2020) The documentary takes a look at the history, and current activism against 
voter suppression; barriers to voting that most people don't even know is a threat to their basic rights as citizens 
of the United States. Featuring Stacey Abrams. 

True Justice: Bryan Stevenson’s Fight for Equality (2019) Follows Bryan Stevenson’s struggle over three decades 
to create greater fairness in the criminal justice system. Shows how racial injustice emerged, evolved and 
continues to threaten the country, challenging viewers to confront it.  

13th (2016) How US substituted mass incarceration and Jim Crow laws for slavery.  

Amend: The Fight for America (2021 series) When the United States of America was founded, the ideals of 
freedom and equality did not apply to all people. These are the stories of the brave Americans who fou ght to right 
the nation’s wrongs and enshrine the values we hold most dear into the Constitution — with liberty and justice 
for all. With Will Smith, Mahershala Ali, Samuel L. Jackson, and others. 

The Central Park Five (2012) Examines the harrowing story of five black and Latinx Americans teenagers who 
were wrongly convicted of the rape of a white woman. With sentences ranging from six to 13 years, the men were 
eventually exonerated thanks to DNA evidence. The story is a testament to the ruthless cycle of racial injustice, 
poverty, and a biased, broken system. 

Tell Them We Are Rising-The Story of Black Colleges and Universities (2017) The rich but undertold history of 
America’s Historically Black Colleges and Universities. 

Whose Streets (2017) Told by the activists and leaders who live and breathe this movement for justice, an 
unflinching look at the Ferguson uprising. When unarmed teenager Michael Brown is killed by police and left lying 
in the street for hours, it marks a breaking point for the residents of St. Louis, Missouri.  

DRAMATIZATIONS (CONTEMPORARY ISSUES) 

Just Mercy (2019) World-renowned civil rights defense attorney Bryan Stevenson works to free a wrongly 
condemned death row prisoner. 

When They See Us (2019) is based on a true story of the notorious case of five teenagers of color, labeled the 
Central Park Five, who were convicted of a rape they did not commit. Beginning in the spring of 1989, whe n the 
teenagers were first questioned about the incident, the series spans 25 years, highlighting their exoneration in 
2002 and the settlement reached with the city of New York in 2014. 

Fruitvale Station (2013) depicts the story of Oscar Grant III, a 22-year-old from Hayward, California, and his 
experiences on the last day of his life, before he was fatally shot by BART Police in the early morning hours of New 
Year's Day 2009. Directed by Sac State graduate Ryan Coogler. 
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Judas and the Black Messiah (2021) — Depicts the betrayal of Fred Hampton (Daniel Kaluuya), leader of the 
Illinois chapter of the Black Panthers in the late 1960s, by William O’Neal (Lakeith Stanfield), an FBI informant. The 
film reveals the Black Panthers’ appeal to Black Americans as well as the group’s internal tensions, and efforts by 
law enforcement agencies to infiltrate and disrupt its efforts to organize the movement.  

FICTION (CONTEMPORARY ISSUES) 

The Hate U Give (2018) Starr Carter is constantly switching between two worlds: the poor, mostly black, 
neighborhood where she lives and the rich, mostly white, prep school she attends. The uneasy balance between 
these worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands 
of a police officer. Now, facing pressures from all sides of the community, Starr must find her voice and stand up 
for what's right.  


