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  אלה הדברים  אשר דבר משה אל-כל-ישראל  בעבר הירדן

 
Eleh ha-devarim asher de’ber Moshe el-kol-yisrael b’ever ha’Yarden… 

 

These are the devarim that Moses said to all Israel on the other side of the Jordan…  
 

Deuteronomy 1:1 
 

�(devarim) דברים word, matter, action, thing, deed 
 

 
1. It’s true that much of Judaism seems to consist primarily of words: our synagogue worship, our sacred 
writings, the Passover seder. But we are in serious error if we understand d’varim simply as spoken or written 
words. Talk is cheap. It’s easy to make the mistake of equating the declaration of words, whether in the Sh’ma 
or in our American “Pledge of Allegiance,” as the fulfillment of our duty as Jews or as American citizens. 
Talking the talk is futile if we do not then proceed to walk the walk. Yes, the basic Hebrew meaning of davar 
(the singular of d’varim) is “word,” but it also can be translated as “action,” “task,” “deed,” “matter,” or 
“thing.” 
  
If we do not implement our religious words concretely, tangibly, substantially, then they are only empty air. In 
Exodus 34:28, the Ten Commandments are called Aseret HaD’varim—literally “the Ten Words”—but 
functionally they are “the Ten Tasks.” Honoring parents, observing Shabbat, and abstaining from theft, murder, 
and adultery are more than mere concepts for us to discuss. Rather, they are specific actions that we are 
instructed to do or to avoid doing. 
 
We like to declaim “You shall love the Eternal your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all 
your might” (Deuteronomy 6:5) and “Love your fellow as yourself” (Leviticus 19:18), but if we don’t follow 
these statements by implementing and demonstrating our love in tangible ways, we begin and end with mere 
words.  

-Rabbi Bernard H. Bloom, Torat Chayim, URJ. July 2006 
 
2. Devarim, "words," are our share in the divine power to create or to devastate. With words we shape 
reality, construct meaning, and frame hope. Heschel reminds us, "We shall never be able to understand that the 
spirit is revealed in the form of words unless we discover the vital truth that speech has power, that words are 
commitments." (Man's Quest for God, A.J. Heschel, p. 25) Sefer Devarim calls us to be ever mindful of the 
words we shape that, in turn, shape our world.  

- Rabbi Paul Citrin, Torat Chayim – URJ, August 1997 
 
4. We need look no further than the story of creation to understand the power our tradition gives to words. 
The world was not created through a physical act but simply through verbal expression. Similarly, through our 
words we create worlds, giving life to ideas and perceptions. Through our words we can also destroy worlds, 
giving life to half-truths and false perceptions. Once words have left our mouths, their power to create or 
destroy has been unleashed and can never be retrieved. 

- Rabbi Barry Lutz, RJE, Torat Chayim – URJ, August 1997 
 
5. Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances. 

-First Amendment of the Constitution of the United States 



Marjorie Taylor Greene to GOP: 'We Should Be Christian Nationalists' 
BY THOMAS KIKA ON 7/24/22 AT 1:03 PM EDT - NEWSWEEK 
 
Speaking at an event for young conservatives on Saturday, Representative Marjorie Taylor Greene, a Georgia 
Republican, argued that Republicans should embrace being "Christian nationalists." 
 
The congresswoman appeared at the Turning Point USA Student Action Summit this weekend in Tampa, 
Florida. Among the many things she discussed while onstage, she discussed the label of "Christian nationalist" 
that critics have often given her. She argued that being a Christian nationalist is a positive thing, and urged the 
young conservatives in attendance to more prominently mix Christianity with politics. 
 
"That's not a bad word," Greene said. "That's actually a good thing. There's nothing wrong with leading with 
your faith...If we do not live our lives and vote like we are nationalists—caring about our country, and putting 
our country first and wanting that to be the focus of our federal government—if we do not lead that way, then 
we will not be able to fix it." 
 
Greene repeated that sentiment over the weekend during a video interview for a conservative online show… 
“We need to be the party of nationalism,” the Georgia lawmaker said during the interview. “I’m a Christian, and 
I say it proudly—we should be Christian nationalists.” 

https://www.newsweek.com/marjorie-taylor-greene-gop-we-should-christian-nationalists-1727445 
 
GOP Rep. Boebert: ‘I’m tired of this separation of church and state junk’ 
By Adela Suliman and Timothy Bella, June 28, 2022 at 10:11 a.m. EDT 
 
Speaking at a religious service Sunday in Colorado, she told worshipers: “The church is supposed to direct the 
government. The government is not supposed to direct the church. That is not how our Founding Fathers 
intended it.”  She added: “I’m tired of this separation of church and state junk that’s not in the Constitution. It 
was in a stinking letter, and it means nothing like what they say it does.” Her comments were first reported by 
the Denver Post. 

colorado/-state-church-boebert-https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/06/28/lauren 
 

Proposed Amendment on Abortion in Kansas Primary August 2, 2022  


