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PURIM carnival!
Sunday, February 25

Shevat  Adar  Nisan 5778

PASSOVER

Come in costume!
Opens at noon for Grades 3 & under,
at 12:30 pm for Grades 4 and up
 $20 all-access wristband,
$15 each addt’l child in family
 Kids under 3 & adults are free

Saturday, March 31
5:00 pm  CBI Social Hall
Tickets at tinyurl.com/passover2018

Wristbands can be purchased at
tinyurl.com/kidscarnival

See flyer insert for menu and RSVP details

This delicious event organized by the
Women of B’nai Israel always sells out,
so purchase your tickets today!

Wednesday, Feb. 28
Dinner, Megillah
reading, and
purimspiel:
“Queen Esther
goes to the Movies”
5:30pm
6:30pm
7:00pm

Confirmation Class
Pasta Dinner
Megillah Reading
Purimspiel

Purchase dinner tickets:
tinyurl.com/dinnerpurim
Adults: $15; Kids: $10; 4 and under: FREE


Coming this spring, ShulCloud—a user-friendly, web-based tool
that will allow members to:


Review CBI accounts, pay bills, and
update contact information



Register for events, Religious School,
and camp



Opt in and out of CBI emails and
other communications



Access all of the above through our
new website!

Worship
Friday, February 2
9:30am
Shabbatot
7:30pm
Shabbat Service
Saturday, February 3
9:00am Torah Study
10:30am Mini Minyan
10:30am Kavanah Shabbat
Morning Service
Friday, February 9
6:00pm Tot Shabbat Service
with PreK/K participation
6:30pm Second Shabbes Dinner
7:30pm
Shabbat Service

Saturday, March 3
Kavanah Shabbat Services
9:30am Torah Study
10:30am Mini Minyan
Continuing in February
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service
Come join us for Kavanah Shabbat
Bat Mitzvah,
Rebecca Trauner
on Saturday, February 3, at 10:30 am
Friday, March 9
6:00pm Tot Shabbat Service with
1st Grade participation
6:30pm Second Shabbes Dinner
7:30pm
Shabbat Service
with 4th Grade participation
Saturday, March 10
9:00am Torah Study
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service

Saturday, February 10
9:00am Torah Study
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service Friday, March 16
Bat Mitzvah, Mia Brogan 7:00pm
Shabbat Meditation
7:30pm
Shabbat Service
Friday, February 16
7:00 pm Shabbat Meditation
7:30pm
Shabbat Service

Saturday, March 17
9:00am Torah Study
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service

Saturday, February 17
9:00am Torah Study
Friday, March 23
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service 7:30pm
Shabbat Service
Friday, February 23
7:30pm Women of B’nai Israel
Shabbat Service
Saturday, February 24
9:00am Torah Study
10:30am Shabbat Morning
Service
Friday, March 2
9:30am
Shabbatot
7:30pm
Shabbat Service

Saturday, March 24
9:00am Torah Study
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service
Bat Mitzvah,
Aviva Pellman
Friday, March 30
First Night of Passover
7:30pm
Shabbat Service

Saturday, March 31
9:00am Torah Study
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service
5:00pm Passover 2nd Night Seder

in the Harry M. Tonkin Memorial
Chapel at Congregation B’nai Israel.
Kavanah Shabbat is a contemplative
and joyous Shabbat service designed
to help you explore a deeper relationship with the Divine. Kavanah
Shabbat blends traditional communal
prayer and chanting of the weekly
parsha (Torah portion) with song,
Jewish chants, silent prayer, and
moments of meditation and
reflection.
Services are led by Deni Deutsch
Marshall, a Jewish Spiritual Director
and Mindfulness teacher, and
Elizabeth Landsberg, accompanied by
Peggy Goldstein, Sandy Lee, Steve
Marshall, Miriam Joffe Block, and Jess
Gordon.
Kavanah Shabbat services draw on
teachings from Torah, Talmud,
Mussar, and Jewish meditation and
mysticism to fully express Jewish spirituality on Shabbat morning. Open to
the entire community. Mark your
calendar for the following Kavanah
Shabbat services of year 5778:
April 28 and June 23.
For more information, contact the
Congregation B’nai Israel office at
916-446-4861, or Deni Marshall at
916-803-5699 or
denimarshall@gmail.com.
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Worship

Our B’nai Mitzvot
Mia Brogan, February 10

Rebecca Trauner, March 3

Hi, my name is Mia Brogan,
and I am in the 7th grade at
Arden Middle School. I enjoy
many things, but most of all I
like to listen to music, hang out
with my friends, and play a
variety of sports. I currently
play basketball for Arden
Middle School, as well as Buzzardball.

Hi, my name is Rebecca
Trauner. I’m in 7th grade at
Sacramento Country Day
School. Outside of school, I
like to crochet, bake desserts, play with my two
guinea pigs (Hazel and Mabel), and spend time with
my friends and family.

For my mitzvah project I will be collecting art
supplies for Wellspring Women’s Center’s program
Art of Being. Some of the items that I will be
collecting are oil pastels, glue sticks, metallic
Sharpies, sketch books, and journals, just to name
a few. I will leave a bin in the office foyer at B’nai
Israel to collect these items if you would like to
donate. Thank you!

Since I’m an animal lover, my mitzvah project
will help furry friends in need. I am collecting
blankets, towels, and toys for cats and dogs which
I will donate to the Sacramento SPCA.
I am really excited for my Bat Mitzvah and
hope you can celebrate with me on March 3!

I am really excited for my Bat Mitzvah, which
will be on February 10.

Aviva Pellman, March 24
Shalom! My name is Aviva Pellman, and I attend Sutter Middle School in the 7th
grade. During my free time, I enjoy reading fictional novels, cooking, drawing and
painting, playing soccer and volleyball, and, mostly, spending quality time with my
friends and family.
For my mitzvah project, I am donating much-needed art supplies to the
Children’s Receiving Home of Sacramento (CRH), an emergency shelter that provides care and services to children in crisis. I am collecting glue, markers, coloring
books, popsicle sticks, clay, etc. in order to provide entertainment and distraction for
the children of the Home. I will have a box in the temple foyer for donations, or you can send me an
email at CRHmitzvah@gmail.com, and I will send you an Amazon wishlist link where you can purchase
art supplies that will be shipped directly to CRH. My goal is to provide the Children’s Receiving Home
with at least $500 worth of art supplies for their children in need. This project touches close to my
heart, for, in my opinion, art is a way to connect with others through creativity – a vital part of life.
I would appreciate it if you could join me at my Bat Mitzvah on Saturday, March 24. I hope to see
you there!
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President’s Message
Board member and active choir member, is her
“apprentice,” preparing to lead the class in the future. Eighteen congregants, ranging in age from 30
to over 70, have committed to the five-month class
to learn about the landscape of Jewish organizations; to understand how our congregation operates, from budget, to committees, to staff, to the
role of the board; and to examine what it means to
be a leader in Jewish context, including the critical
values leaders must uphold. More than 25 people
are on our list to participate in the next class. The
following are in the current class: Brie Bejar,
Bendan Blue*, Kelli Brogan, Richard Deutsch,
Jonathan Groveman, Diego Horenstein*, David
Lang*, Davita Levin Robinson*, Deborah Meltzer,
Jody Prunier*, Jeffery Rosenhall, Eileen Sarasohn*,
Rachel Stern*, Dan Weitzman, Randy Weitzman,
Rachel Zerbo, and Jennifer Zoffel (* = current
member of the Board of Trustees). Please thank
them when you see them.
As a student of leadership, I subscribe to the
notion that everyone can be a leader if given the
opportunity and skills. We need more “leaders” to
step up in small and large ways. Helping to organize an oneg, volunteering in the office, leading our
lay services, serving on one of our many committees, or chairing a committee are all ways to support our temple and show leadership. These leaders are no less important than those in our leadership class and those who serve on our Board of
Trustees. We need a mixture of time, skills, and talents contributing to the sacred partnership that
keeps our temple going now and into the future.
Whether your legacy will be like that of Dan or Al as
a temple president, or as one of the shamasim
greeting guests at services on Friday evenings,
know that each effort is valued and makes us a
strong community. Please contact me to find out
how you can serve our temple: blefkovitz@gmail.com
or 916-213-9679.
Bina Lefkovitz, President

Building Partnerships and
Leadership at B’nai Israel
Sacred Partnerships. This concept
guides the relationship between our
clergy/staff and volunteers, and it is
at the core of virtually every activity
at Congregation B’nai Israel. Our
faith makes the relationship sacred,
and we carry out the mission of our
organization through partnerships.
As members of B’nai Israel we can be proud
that our temple has thrived since the 1870s. This
longevity is in part tied to the long line of board
presidents and trustees who have led, guided, and
protected our beloved congregation in partnership with our clergy. Among these leaders were
two past presidents who passed away during the
last quarter of 2017 – Al Dreyfuss and Dan Gorfain.
Al was an architect and led the development of
our office/library building in the mid-1980s. His architectural imprint can be seen throughout our
community in buildings he designed. Al loved to
read the passage “Birth is a beginning” during Kol
Nidre services and did so until his sight failed him
(when he was in his early 90s). Dan was instrumental in establishing an environment in our congregation that allowed for open and respectful
dialogue about Israel. Dan and several other past
presidents led the yearlong study of the book My
Promised Land, about Israel. Dan also was a leader
in the broader community, and was recently
recognized by the City Council for his contribution
in creating an open bike path in Greenhaven. After
each of their terms, Al and Dan continued to contribute to the temple. They will both be missed.
Growing new leadership is crucial for the sustainability of our congregation. This year we are
hosting a leadership class, developed and facilitated by Hope Rabinovitz and Lisa Brodkey. Hope, a
former Board president herself, has run the class
numerous times over 10 years! Now Lisa, a former
4

The Brotherhood
FROM THE BROTHERHOOD PRESIDENT
Jeff Rabinovitz
Notes from the ‘Hood
We have made it through the darkest days of winter and there is light at the end of the tunnel. I
have great news. As you may recall from recent columns, we have been looking for a replacement for
Jon Meltzer as our “Kitchen Coordinator.” Colmar Moseley has agreed to take over in June. I am still
looking to find a committee to help him, so if you are interested in helping out for our catering events,
please let me know: jjrabinovitz@gmail.com. This will entail running some errands for Colmar and
doing some shopping. We all support the fundraising Brotherhood does, and we could use some extra
help.
Over the winter we have catered a few b’nai mitzvot, with more to follow in February and March;
our product is our best advertising. We also contributed $400 to the Purimspiel to help Steve Marshall
defer his expenses and upgrade the event; we hope you will attend and have a great time! I hope you
have been able to attend our first Friday “Schnapps and Schmooze,” held after services in the kitchen
(during the Oneg). Truth in advertising alert: it’s actually not schnapps, it’s whiskey, but “Schnapps and
Schmooze” sounded better than “Wit and Whiskey.” If you are attending services the first Friday of the
month, please join us.
Coming up in the next few months, as we dry out and warm up, we still have a few b’nai mitzvot to
do. When you get the call to help, please join in. We will also do the oneg for the Women of B’nai Israel
Shabbat on February 23. We are always inspired to do our utmost for our good friends in Women of
B’nai Israel; a mazel tov on their upcoming Shabbat and thanks for all that they do for our
congregation. We will be celebrating our own Shabbat on Friday, April 6. The Rabbi has assured me
that for Reform Jews Pesach ends at sundown, so please join us as we honor our Man of the Year (you
will have to attend to find out who it is), and enjoy the wonderful Oneg that the Women of B’nai Israel
will be presenting. Finally, our annual evening at the River Cats will be on Saturday, June 9. We have
reserved one of the right field decks for food, friends, and baseball. More details will be in my next
column.
Passover begins next month. I hope all of you enjoy family time and have a great seder.

You Can Sponsor an Oneg to Celebrate or Honor People in Your Life!
Celebrate a life cycle event or a mitzvah, or just support your CBI community.
It's easy! Provide food (sweet and savory) for approximately 75 people, or donate $100 to the Oneg
Shabbat Fund.
Contact Terri Gaines for available dates:tlgaines0@gmail.com. Thanks so much for supporting Congregation B’nai Israel!
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Women of B’nai Israel
FROM THE WOMEN OF B’NAI ISRAEL PRESIDENT
Sandy Lee
Honoring Women of B’nai Israel
The weekend of February 23-24 will be a very special weekend for us. The members of Women
of B’nai Israel will participate in the Shabbat Service with Rabbi Alfi and Cantor Steinberg to honor
us and our contributions to our congregation. A special blessing will be given by Rabbi Alfi for all
members present at services. We are fortunate to have our Brotherhood hosting the Oneg!
We’re also privileged to have a guest speaker for the weekend, Julia Weinstein, the Vice
President of Advocacy, Marketing, and Communications for Women of Reform Judaism (WRJ).
She currently also serves as Pacific District Vice President of Marketing and Communications. Julia
will participate in the Shabbat service on Friday evening and will lead a workshop on Saturday.
We are inviting women from other local congregations to attend.
Julia is an attorney and a member of the bars of California and New York. She is experienced at
conflict management and resolution, and has conducted conflict management and resolution
workshops and programs for WRJ, for the Pacific District, and for individual sisterhoods. Julia
currently oversees all WRJ Pacific District marketing and communications, including the district
email newsletter, website, and Facebook page. She has conducted marketing and
communications workshops for the Pacific District and for individual sisterhoods.
Please join us at the Friday evening service on February 23 to honor Women of B’nai Israel.
We are also busy with these events in February and March:
 Sunday, February 11: Join us at 1:30 pm in the Social Hall to help make 400 peanut butter and
jelly sandwiches for the homeless.
 Tuesday, February 13: Rosh Chodesh in the Social Hall, with a dairy potluck starting at
6:00 pm followed by the service and a film.
 Saturday, March 31: Second Night Seder in the Social Hall.
In January, we participated in Mitzvah Day and made no-sew fleece blankets for Wellspring
Women’s Center. On January 20, we again carried our banner at the Women’s March to the
Capitol. We will continue to fight for women’s rights and for women’s voices to be heard.

Women of B’nai Israel Events


Sunday, February 11, 1:30 pm – Help the
Homeless: Join us in the Social Hall to help us
make 400 peanut butter and jelly sandwiches
for the homeless. The more hands we have, the
faster we will get it done!



Monday, February 12, 6:00 to 8:00 pm – Board
Meeting: In the CBI Conference Room. All
members are invited to attend.



Tuesday, February 13, 6:00 pm – Rosh Chodesh
Adar: We begin with a dairy potluck and then
will watch Arnon Goldfinger's The Flat, a
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documentary about the shocking discovery he
made when his grandmother died (at the age
of 98) and he was charged with cleaning out
her Tel Aviv apartment. The film had its world
premiere at the Jerusalem International Film
Festival, where it was named best documentary in 2011, and it was picked up by the
Sundance Film Festival in 2012. Join us for this
amazing film! All women age 13 and over
welcome. No RSVP necessary.
Monday, March 19, 6:00 to 8:00 pm – Board
Meeting: In the CBI Conference Room. All
members are invited to attend.

Religious School Education
FROM THE EDUCATION ADMINISTRATOR
Denise Crevin
Living Our Jewish Values
A key teaching of Judaism is Kol Yisrael arevim zeh bazeh, meaning “Every Jew is responsible for
every other Jew.” This idea is evident in Mordechai’s charge to Esther in the Purim story and is
something we strive to teach our students with our focus on building community and putting Jewish
values into action.
In February, we have opportunities to celebrate together and do good together. To recognize
Jewish Disability and Inclusion Month (JDAIM), we will have special programming during Religious
School focused on the idea of b’tzelem Elohim – that each of us was created in G-d’s image – and
learning what makes each of us unique.
We can all practice tzedakah through our Purim Mishloach Manot fundraiser, with proceeds going
towards Religious School scholarships. Keep an eye out for details! And our Purim Carnival on
Sunday, February 25, from 12:00 to 2:00 p.m. in our Social Hall, is planned and run by our teens, and
raises funds for our post-b’nai mitzvah programs. You won’t want to miss this annual event open to
the community that keeps getting bigger and better! Carnival wristbands are available for purchase
online for $20 per child ages 3 and up ($15 for each additional child in a family) and allow access to all
offerings. (Scholarships are available – just email dcrevin@bnais.com.) Food and drink are available
for an additional charge at the event.
March brings Passover and the charge to remember our journey from slavery to freedom. We’ll
have special Religious School programming so students can connect to the meaning of the holiday
and add to their observance of it with their families and friends. And with the arrival of spring on the
horizon, it is already time to look ahead to summer! Camper registration opens for Camp Shelanu
and Tayarim, and staff applications are available beginning mid-March. Kids entering kindergarten
through college can all be a part of our Jewish summer fun! Contact campshelanu@bnais.com with
questions and for more details.
So glad to be a part of teaching and learning together at CBI – where we truly live the value of
being responsible for each other!

BISY News

By Lucy Beckett, Membership Vice President
Hey BISY! For those of you who don’t know, BISY is our senior youth group for all 9 th to 12th graders,
and we have events open to anyone who is in high school. We have some great upcoming events. Our
annual BISY Purim shul-in and carnival takes place on Saturday, February 24, through Sunday, February 25.
It’s always a lot of fun planning and running all of the games and activities for the kids, and raising money
to go towards BISY activities and scholarships. Hope to see everyone there – and you can even get
community service hours for helping at the carnival! We are hosting a social action event on Saturday,
March 10, to give back to our community and focus on the value of tikkun olam. Save the date for Saturday, April 14, when we will be meeting up with our Jewish friends from other temples for a bowling party.
If you’re in the 7th or 8th grade, we also have a Junior Youth Group (JYG) open to all. On Sunday,
February 4, our JYG is going rock climbing at Pipeworks after Religious School – all levels from novice to
experienced can join the fun. Our last JYG event of this year is on Sunday, April 22, for bowling.
If you’re in high school or middle school, we’d love to see you at events! If you have any questions
about BISY or our JYG, you can contact our advisor, Ari Steinberg (steinberg.ari@yahoo.com), or our
president, Maddy Halseth (bookworm0420@yahoo.com). Thanks, and I really hope to see you at events!
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Adult Education
Lifelong Jewish Learning – February and
March Classes and Events
February
Wine in the Ancient World + Wine Tasting!
Jehon Grist (Lehrhaus Judaica)
Saturday, February 3, 7:00 – 9:00 pm, Social Hall
Whether you're an enologist or just like a
good glass, this session will introduce you to
your counterparts from 3000 years ago. We'll
explore how wines were made in ancient Egypt,
Israel, and elsewhere. We'll also learn about the
best wines (and some of the worst) and where
they originated. There will be a colorful visit to
an ancient wine party or two. Finally, we'll look
at what the ancients had to say about enjoying
wine, both enough and too much! This special
session will conclude with a wine tasting featuring some the region's finest vintages.
Fee: no charge for the talk; $10 for the wine
tasting if paid in advance, $15 for payment at the
door. RSVP for the wine tasting at tinyurl.com/
ancientwines.

are invited, too. Please wear tennis or soft-soled
shoes. Fee: $5 donation. For more information,
please contact Jeanette Salkin, 916-799-7213.

Achim: A Discussion Group for Men
Dr. Glenn Hammel and the Brotherhood
Sunday, February 11, 7:00 – 8:30 pm, Chapel
Achim is the Hebrew word for “brothers,” and this
group is a forum for education, facilitated discussion, contemplation, and camaraderie, led by
Dr. Glenn Hammel, Ph.D. and Rebbitzen.
Religious Ethics in the 21st Century
Rabbi Mona Alfi
Tuesdays, February 13 and 27,
noon – 1:00 pm, Library
Rabbi Alfi tackles some of the toughest issues of
Jewish ethics as applied to modern life. We discuss
politics, economics, Israel, Jewish communal relations, and many other issues. To request or suggest
a topic, please e-mail Rabbi Alfi with ideas. Regular
attendance is not required; drop-ins and newcomers
are welcome! Bring a brown bag lunch. There is no
fee.
Rosh Chodesh Adar: The Flat (film)
Rabbi Mona Alfi and the Women of B’nai Israel
Tuesday, February 13, 6:00 – 8:30 pm, Social Hall
See description on p. 6.

Israeli Dancing
Tuesdays, February 6, 13, 20, and 27,
7:00 – 9:00 pm, Social Hall
(Multipurpose Room on February 13)
This fun-filled evening begins with instruction
for beginners from 7:00 - 7:45 pm. Beginning at
7:45 pm, we take requests and learn intermediate to advanced dances. We enjoy circle and line
dances, from the classics to some of the newest
dances coming out of Israel. This is a welcoming
group of mostly adults, but teens and children
8

Adult Education
Israeli Dancing
Tuesdays, March 6, 13, 20, and 27,
7:00 – 9:00 pm, Social Hall

Can a Jew Be a Heretic?
Prof. David Biale (UC Davis)
Thursday, February 22, 7:00 – 8:30 pm, Chapel
It is often thought that Judaism, which
tolerates and even encourages minority opinions,
is a religion that doesn’t know of heretics. And yet,
from Korach in the Bible to Elisha ben Abuya in the
Talmud to Baruch Spinoza and Shabbetai Zvi in the
17th century, we find repeated cases of heresy. In
this presentation we will examine whether there is
such a thing as Jewish heresy and its applicability
to Judaism today.

Religious Ethics in the 21st Century
Rabbi Mona Alfi
Tuesdays, March 13 and 27,
noon – 1:00 pm, Library

March

How Can We Hear the Poetry of the Bible?
Prof. Seth Sanders (UC Davis)
Saturday, March 17, 7:00 – 8:30 pm, Chapel
Poetry is the most powerful way that Torah and
Jewish tradition speak to us, but it is also what most
quickly gets lost in translation. Whether through
intimate daily prayers and Psalms or the magic of the
“Song of Solomon,” we can still listen to the same
music that ancient Jews heard – but can we truly
hear it ourselves? Our predicament is that the language is mostly no longer accessible to us. Translation is the main way that the vast majority of Jews
throughout history have encountered the Bible's
poetic language, whether in their native Aramaic or
Greek, Armenian or Arabic, or today's English. This
talk will lead us, via concrete examples, from what
might be lost in the original Hebrew poetry to what
new translations might reveal.

Exploring the U.S./Israel Relationship
Prof. Zeev Maoz (UC Davis)
Sunday, March 4, 3:00 – 4:30 pm, Chapel
This program is sponsored by the Israel Committee, in cooperation with the Adult Education
Committee. See p. 10 for details.

Achim: A Discussion Group
for Men
Dr. Glenn Hammel and the
Brotherhood
Sunday, March 4,
7:00 – 8:30 pm, Chapel

Embracing Sacramento’s Diversity Series: Speaking
from the Heart About the Long Journey as an
Immigrant Latina in California
Judge Emily Vasquez
Saturday, March 24, 7:00 – 9:00 pm, Social Hall
This program is sponsored by the Focus on Racial
Justice Committee. See p. 11 for details.
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Israel Committee
Israel Committee Update
By Dan Rabovsky, Israel Committee Co-chair
Exploring the U.S./Israel Relationship
Professor Zeev Maoz
Sunday, March 4, 3:00 to 4:30 pm in the Chapel
Many of us want to have a better understanding of this thing we call the U.S./
Israel relationship. Join us as Dr. Zeev Maoz explores how this relationship developed, as seen through the political, strategic, and religious lenses of both countries, while weaving in domestic and international factors influencing those layers.
Zeev Maoz is a distinguished professor of political science at the University of
California, Davis, as well as a distinguished fellow at the Interdisciplinary Center,
Herzliya, Israel. He is the author of Defending the Holy Land, A Critical Analysis of Professor Zeev Maoz
Israel’s Security and Foreign Policy, and director of the Correlates of War Project and
former president of the Peace Science Society. Before coming to Davis, he served as head of the Graduate School of Government and Policy at Tel Aviv University. He held appointments of Head of the Jaffee
Center for Strategic Studies, as the academic director of the M.A. program of the National Defense College of the IDF, and as chairman of the Department of Political Science at the University of Haifa. Prof.
Maoz received his Ph.D. from the University of Michigan. He also held visiting appointments at Carnegie
Mellon University, New York University, Rice University, and the University of Michigan. Dr. Maoz’s
presentation is sure to be both informative and thought-provoking. We are excited to have him further
the educational goals of the Israel Committee, as well as our co-sponsor, the Adult Education Committee.
Rabbi Cohen-Kedem Returning in April
Rabbi Galit Cohen-Kedem of our sister congregation Kehillat Kodesh v’Hol in Holon, Israel,
will be returning on Sunday and Monday, April 22
and 23. Many of us were inspired and moved by
her visit last year, when she spoke to our congregation of the difficulties, challenges, and blessings of Reform Judaism in Israel today. Stay
tuned for further information about her visit.
Through the Looking Glass: The committee is
developing a future event in which local Israelis
and American Jews who have recently lived in
Israel will share their experiences and perceptions of our two societies.
If you would like to participate in the Israel
Committee, please contact the co-chairs: Dan
Rabovsky (beaniecat3711-bnai@yahoo.com) and
Jeff Rabinovitz (jjrabinovitz@gmail.com).

Rabbi Cohen Kedem and Rabbi Alfi smile at the Sacramento
airport with the CBI-gifted Torah that is safely packed in a
hard cover protective case typically used as a golf travel bag!
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Social Action
Immigration and Refugee Assistance Committee
“Because we were strangers …”
Opening Doors ended 2017 with a very busy December – 117 refugees arrived and are in the process of being
resettled in Sacramento. There was so much support from the community, including CBI, that the needs of the families could not have been met without everyone’s help. Thank you all so much for volunteering your time and your
donations.
We’re starting a new refugee project this month – book donations for the
young refugee children to help teach the kids English and support the families
as they build their new lives in Sacramento. Specifically, we will be collecting
books for preschool children ages 2 to 5 and early elementary ages 5 to 8 (e.g.,
Goodnight Moon, If You Give a Mouse a Cookie, or The Very Hungry Caterpillar). Our
goal is to hand out small bags of books to the families when they first arrive, to
help make the children’s transition to school easier. Some of the school-aged
children have not yet been to school. If you have books around your house, or browse yard or library book sales,
please consider donating to our refugee project. There will be a collection box in the foyer of the CBI office for the
books, or you can drop them off at my home or contact me (mrabovsky@gmail.com) if you have any questions or
suggestions.
While we don’t know what challenges immigrants and refugees will face in this new year, we will continue to
speak out and help vulnerable communities in Sacramento.

Focus on Racial Justice Committee
“Embracing Sacramento’s Diversity” Series
Topic: Speaking from the Heart About the Long Journey as an Immigrant Latina in California
Speaker: Judge Emily Vasquez
Date/Time Location: Saturday, March 24, 7:00 – 9:00 pm, B’nai Israel Social Hall
Emily Vasquez’s life history is a story of “firsts” and an inspirational journey from poverty
to high levels of educational and professional success. Born in Mexico, she legally immigrated
Judge Emily Vasquez
to the U.S. and, after toiling in the fields alongside her parents, she was the first in her family
to attend college. Many professional firsts followed. In 2001, she became Sacramento County’s first Latina Superior
Court Judge. In the many steps that Judge Vasquez has taken, she has broken new ground for her family, for the
Hispanic community, and for women. She has never forgotten her beginnings and continually contributes to the
community as a means to replay the system that allowed her to succeed so spectacularly.
RSVP to rsvp@bnais.com or the CBI office at 916-446-4861.

Sustainable Living Committee
New Members and Volunteers Welcome!

Growing Our Canopy at B’nai Israel
“Just as my parents and grandparents planted trees for me, so do I plant trees for
my children and grandchildren.”
On Sunday, December 3, four generations of Sustainable Living Committee volunteers gathered to plant trees at B’nai Israel along Riverside Boulevard. Six new
trees, including Japanese maples, strawberry trees, ginkgo biloba, and western redbud, will provide interest and beauty while contributing to the “greening” of our
campus.
B’nai Israel’s Sustainable Living Committee and Board of Trustees have created
the “Growing our Canopy” campaign as an opportunity to support this project. Donations will cover the cost and maintenance of the new trees in the Riverside Boulevard planting area. Many thanks to those who have already contributed! Our goal is
11

One of the new trees planted on Riverside Boulevard

Social Action
to raise $1,000 per tree, with donors to be acknowledged on plaques that will be placed at the trees. Donate as an
individual; with your extended family, chavurah, or a group of friends; or in someone’s honor.
Donations can be made payable to Congregation B’nai Israel, Memo: Len Maintenance Fund/Growing Our
Canopy. Please include the name(s) of donors or honoree(s).
American River Parkway Stewardship
Congratulations – our 2017 service goals have been met! As parkway stewards, CBI promises to provide 80
hours of service per year. With an excellent turnout on December 10, we met that goal! Many thanks to all the volunteers! Please contact Todd Mendell at ptmendell@comcast.net, or call 916-684-6734 for information and to sign
up for future clean-up dates.
Gan Organic - CBI’s Community Garden
Additional volunteers are needed to keep Gan Organic thriving! There are a variety of ways to get involved, either
for a one-time work day or as an ongoing helper. No garden experience is necessary. Please contact Sue Rosenberg
for more information or to sign up (susanarosenberg@gmail.com or 916-835-4097 for calls/ texts).
If you would like to get involved with the CBI Sustainable Living Committee, please contact Chuck Rosenberg
(chuckrosehill@gmail.com).

Family Promise of Sacramento
B’nai Israel – A Host Congregation
Family Promise volunteers are what make helping families possible, and providing
this help is a wonderful mitzvah. It is our volunteers’ dedication and compassion that
help the families overcome homelessness and graduate from Family Promise with a
whole new attitude, a home, and a hope for the future.
Our new 2017-18 CBI Family Promise Team is Helen Nusbaum, Maryann
Rabovsky, Sharon Rogoff, and Sue Saunders.
B’nai Israel will be hosting families for a week in April, from Sunday, April 22,
through Sunday, April 29. Please e-mail Sharon Rogoff
(michaelandsharon@comcast.net) if you would like to set up/clean up rooms, volunteer to cook a meal or be part
of a cook team, stay overnight, or do an art project with the children.

Committee Working with Sacramento Area Congregations Together
B'nai Israel has been an active member of SacACT since 2012. We have an active committee at CBI working on
improving education and school climate issues in the Sacramento area. We are proud to be hosting Sacramento
ACT's Fundraising Breakfast!
2018 Sacramento ACT Fundraising Breakfast
Healing our Communities: The Impact of Post-Traumatic Slave Syndrome
Friday, March 9, 8:00 - 9:30 am (registration begins at 7:30 am)
Congregation B’nai Israel, 3600 Riverside Boulevard, Sacramento, 95818
Tickets: $25 (purchase tickets at https://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/3195436)
Healing begins by simply telling the truth. Truthfulness is the foundation of all human virtue.
(Dr. Joy De Gruy)

Dr. Joy DeGruy

How does the legacy of slavery continue to shape our communities in 2018? How do we tell the truth about multi-generational trauma and its impact on our youth? And how do we begin to heal and restore our communities?
Dr. Joy DeGruy has over 25 years of practical experience as a professional in the field of social work. She conducts workshops and trainings in the areas of mental health, social justice, and culture-specific social service model
development. She authored Post Traumatic Slave Syndrome: America’s Enduring Legacy of Injury and Healing .
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College Care Packages Keep Our
Students Connected

Get Ready for Pesach

The College Care Package committee has been
busy this year, sending treats to our B’nai Israel college students to help them celebrate the Jewish
holidays and other special occasions. We started
this school year by sending caramel apple lollipops
to 35 students for Simchat Torah. For Chanukah we
sent Starbucks gift cards, and Purim is next! We
have added sending birthday wishes, too!
We had a great turnout of 15 students in attendance for College Shabbat on December 22. Morgan
Folger led the service, and Lexi Nicodemus gave the
drash about how B’nai Israel has prepared her to
use her voice and to advocate against injustice as
she embarks on her college career.
If you are a CBI college student (or the parent of
a college student) who isn’t yet on our list, please
send the student's name, email address, snail mail
address, name of college or university, and year in
school to Sue Schooley at tsschooley@comcast.net.
Interested in supporting us? Join the fun as we
create and assemble the packages. Again, contact
Sue Schooley. Or, if you can help underwrite the
costs of the items or the postage, please send your
tax-deductible donation check to CBI, with "College
Care Packages" in the memo section.

The Jonas Goldman Judaica Shop is stocked
with a myriad of children’s Passover books and
haggadot. Keep the children busy at your seder
table with activity books, puzzles, plague kits
and masks, jumping frogs, and walking matzo
balls. We have a wide selection of Passover
items, including seder and matzah plates, Elijah
and Miriam cups, matzah and afikomen bags,
and hostess gifts.
Our haggadot include choices of contemporary, traditional, Sephardic, and child-oriented.
The shop is open Tuesdays from 2:00 to
5:30 pm and Sundays from 9:30 am to 1:00 pm,
when Religious School is in session. Questions?
Call Jane Orkand at 916-365-5579 or Carole Kovnick at 916-974-0875. Whether you’re giving a
gift or celebrating a holiday, we’d love to help
you find the perfect item. First seder is Friday,
March 30, so shop early.

Visit the Women of B’nai Israel’s
Jonas Goldman Judaica Gift Shop

Save the Date! Wednesday, April 18
Lunch and play! Check-in is at 11:00 am,
lunch begins at 11:30 am, and play is from 12:30
to 4:00 pm. The $36/person charge will benefit
the Price Campership Fund and other Women of
B’nai Israel activities.
A basket raffle with special gifts will be
featured. Raffle tickets will be 6 for $5 or 15 for $10.
Please bring your own Mah Jongg set and
let us know who will be sitting at your table. If
you don’t have a table, we will arrange one for
you. Questions? Contact Paula Dunning at
916-386-9437 or paula.dunning@yahoo.com.
Please send payment of $36 (checks payable
to Women of B’nai Israel) by April 12 to Esther
Gaines, 801 Swanston Drive, Sacramento, CA
95818. Please note any players at your table.

We Welcome
Our New Members!
Daniel and Patou Eisenberg
Chad and Margot Frost
Garry and Madeline Goodman
Erica Mooney
Jose Ramirez
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Mazel Tov!

B’nai Israel Honored with Fain
Award at URJ Biennial
On December 9, at the URJ Biennial, B’nai
Israel received the Irving J. Fain Award for our
immigration and refugee services, our policy on
being a sanctuary congregation, and our advocacy with Sacramento Area Congregations Together (SacACT) to oppose the federal government’s immigration bans. The Fain Award is a
prestigious recognition by the Religious Action
Center (RAC) for Reform Judaism to honor URJ
congregations doing exemplary social justice
work.

…to Merle Axelrad, whose painting (entitled
“Sentinel”) was installed in early November as
Public Art at the Office of the Chief Medical
Examiner in San Francisco.

… to Roger and Claudia Searls on the birth of
their granddaughter, Aria Eden Hershcovitz, on
August 14 (7 lb 5 oz). Aria’s proud parents are
Nicole and Matt Hershcovitz.
… to proud grandparents Janice Spitzer and
Gordon Gochenaur on the birth of twin
granddaughters, Bailey Jayne Richardson (2 lb 12
oz) and Parker Madelline Richardson (2 lb 15 oz),
born prematurely on September 5. The proud
parents are Dannielle and Tyler Richardson,
Janice’s stepdaughter and her husband.
… to Deni and Steve Marshall on the birth of
their granddaughter, Sperry Anne Marshall, on
November 26 (7 lb 7 oz, 17 inches long). Sperry’s
proud parents are Shye and Evan Marshall.

L-R: Rabbi Jonah Pesner (RAC Director),
Jennifer Kaufman, Bina Lefkovitz,
Denise Crevin, Sofi Hersher (with the RAC),
Liz Dunst (Chair, Commission on Social Action
of the Reform Movement)

… to Anna and Patrick Dorman-Claypool on the
birth of their daughter, Judith Hazel DormanClaypool, on November 27 (7 lb 14 oz, 20.5 inches
long). Judith’s proud sister is Danielle Rose.
… to Jeff and Donna Pulverman on the birth of
their grandson, Asher Pulverman Harvey, on
December 8 in Sacramento. Asher’s proud
parents are Rachel and Chris Harvey.
From the Koleinu staff: Please help us celebrate our
congregants’ achievements and special occasions!
Engagements, weddings, births, honors and awards,
significant achievements – we want to know about
them and acknowledge them in this column. If you
know of something that you think deserves a “mazel
tov,” please send the information to
koleinu@bnais.com. We will include your submissions
at the staff’s discretion and as space permits.
-

Library Volunteer Needed!
We are looking for someone willing to commit
to approximately 12 hours per week to assist in
the Sosnick Library.
Librarian or library experience preferred.
Computer skills necessary. Training provided!
If you are interested or know someone who
can help, contact Denise at dcrevin@bnais.com or
916-446-4861. Open to considering non-CBI
members with relevant interest and experience!
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We Mourn Our Losses
Clifton Ray Cates

Dorothy Novack

Beloved stepfather of Kelly Caffero;
father-in-law of Gina Whitfield;
grandfather of Mia and Cheyenne Whitfield

Beloved mother of Ken Novack,
Joann Weiser, and Gary Novack;
mother-in-law of Debbie Novack,
Ran Weiser, and Dona Novack;
grandmother of Melanie Piziali, Kevin Novack,
Ronit Schwarz, Ori Weiser, Karen Griner,
Rebecca Hussain, and Philip Novack;
grandmother-in-law of Eric Piziali,
Andrew Schwarz, Trevi Weiser, and Uri Griner;
great-grandmother of Lucia, Sadie, Samuel, Gali,
Oren, Tamar, Yair, Billie, Ana, Xander, and Bobby

Sonny Cooperman
Beloved husband of Carol Licker

Albert Dreyfuss
Beloved father of Alan Dreyfuss, Diane Lennox,
Annette Vasquez, and Eve Dreyfuss;
father-in-law of Paul Manos, Andy Vasquez,
and Robert Shulman; grandfather of Erin Lennox,
Genelle Chaconas, Adam Holmes,
and Jessie Holmes

Jeanne Osofsky
Beloved mother of Charles Osofsky and
Sara Osofsky; sister of Dorothy Duncanson

Dan Gorfain

Jack Robinson

Beloved husband of Joan Gorfain;
father of Eric Gorfain and Nina Farabee;
father-in-law of Sam Phillips and Scott Farabee;
grandfather of Rachel and Audrey Farabee;
stepgrandfather of Simone Burnett;
past president of B’nai Israel

beloved father of Ariel Knaff;
father-in-law of Cameron Quinn

Margaret Mary McDevitt Robinson
Beloved mother of Richard Robinson;
mother-in-law of Marjorie Swartz

Louise Henderson

Leon Salosky

beloved mother of Ken Henderson;
mother-in-law of Lindie Henderson;
stepgrandmother of Greg Pearson and Lara Pearson

Beloved grandfather of Meredith Howe;
grandfather-in-law of Fred Howe;
great-grandfather of Elijah and Jonah Howe

Georgia Kukowski

Laurence Sanford

Beloved friend of the Alfi-Hammel family

Beloved father of Guy Sanford;
grandfather of Hannah Sanford

Ann Lindgren
Beloved family member of Sean Ward,
Jodie Rubenstein, and Catrina Rubenstein

Jill Skarstad
Beloved aunt of Maren Davidson Skarstad;
sister-in-law of Nita Davidson

Gladys Nagelbush
Beloved aunt of Lindie and Ken Henderson
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L’Dor V’Dor – From Generation to Generation
Planting Trees with the Legacy Circle
“Honi the Wise One: One day, Honi … was walking on the road and
saw a man planting a carob tree. Honi asked the man, ‘How long will it
take for this tree to bear fruit?’ The man replied, ‘Seventy years.’
Honi then asked the man, ‘And do you think you will live another seventy years and eat the fruit of this
tree?’ The man answered, ‘Perhaps not. However, when I was born into this world, I found many carob
trees planted by my father and grandfather. Just as they planted trees for me, I am planting trees for my
children and grandchildren so they will be able to eat the fruit of these trees.’ ” (Talmud tale told by
Peninnah Schram)
Hope Rabinovitz reflected on this Talmud story as she considered her family’s history with B’nai Israel
in the years since she and Jeff joined as a young married couple, raised children, participated in congregational life, and now see their grandchildren growing up in B’nai Israel:
“…[W]hat struck me more and more during all of that time was how much we have benefited from
past members whose families saw the importance of ensuring a lasting institution for themselves and future
generations. Just look around you now to see what has been contributed so we can sit comfortably here today.”
“I’m sure the man that Honi met didn’t have estate planning in mind when he planted his carob tree,
but he did have future generations in his mind and heart. He recognized that just as he reaped the benefit
of those trees planted for him by his ancestors, so would future generations reap the benefits from his new
tree ….” [excerpted from Hope’s drash during December’s Legacy Shabbat]
If you have already made a provision for Congregation B’nai Israel in your estate plan, if you intend to
make such a provision in the near future, or if you just want to investigate estate planning opportunities,
please contact the L’Dor V’Dor Legacy Circle at Legacy@bnais.com, or call the office at 916-446-4861.

Note from the Editor – Revised Koleinu Publication Schedule
To avoid future conflicts between producing the Koleinu and preparations for the High Holy Days, the
Koleinu staff, in consultation with Executive Director Leslie Oberst, has decided to revise our publication
schedule. We will need to produce one quarterly issue in order to hit a “reset” button; after the quarterly
issue, we will resume bimonthly publication.
The next issue after this one will cover three months – April, May, and June. The deadline for the next
issue will be March 1. After that, our issue dates, and issue deadlines, will be as follows:
July/August – deadline June 1
September/October – deadline August 1
November/December – deadline October 1
January/February – deadline December 1
March/April – deadline February 1
May/June – deadline April 1

Submissions to the Koleinu are always
welcome, and we will use your material as space
permits. Please send your information to
Koleinu@bnais.com. Word documents are
preferred for text submissions, and photos
should be a .jpg (or equivalent) attachment.

Thank you for reading the Koleinu!
Terri Cristy, Editor
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Save the Date for B’nai Israel’s “Down and Derby Night”
(formerly the Wine and Food Festival) on Saturday, May 5!

Down&
Derby

Our 17th Annual Wine and Food Festival last May was
another big success. We made a profit of approximately
$42,000, and the Fund-a-Need alone raised about $20,000!!
This was the most ever and greatly helped the synagogue,
as it provided about $ 10,000 for Religious and Hebrew
School scholarships and helped to improve security through
better lighting at the temple. I hope you have noticed! We are now
about to embark on improving safety even more through a new security system that includes better
fencing for the playground, safer door locks, better cameras, special curtains for classrooms, an
emergency lockdown procedure, and much more. I know it may not be what we want to spend money
for, but it will help us continue to be vigilant and help our community.
You may know that we ended the year in the black again financially!! Many factors go into this, but
one important component continues to be our major (and only) yearly fundraiser. This will be the third
year I have chaired the event. I would like to thank my committee for making last year the most fun and
profitable event ever: Michael Aran, Steve Goldberg, Jonathan Groveman, Wendy Hubbs, Eileen
Jacobowitz, Margo LaBayne, Jenna Lang, Elliott Mulberg, Jeff and Hope Rabinovitz, and Alex Swedlow.
Others who continued to contribute advice and time were Ryan Behrmann, Mark Koenigsberg, and
Carol Moon Goldberg. It was truly a wonderful community event! Many other folks pitched in as well,
and many thanks to all.
Now, on to this coming 18th annual major fundraiser! Please mark your calendars for
Saturday, May 5, at 6:30 pm. This year, we are transforming the Wine and Food Festival into a “Down
and Derby Night,” since our event always falls on the date of the Kentucky Derby. This will follow a very
similar format as in the past. We will offer delicious hors d’oeuvres, as well as a bar with wine, beer, and
spirits. We are adding a fun activity in providing a casino night with a roulette table, blackjack, and
craps!!! We are even going to have a dance floor in case folks would like to dance! The cost will be the
same as last year, $48/person in advance and $54/person at the door. As always, sponsors are a very
important part of this fundraiser, so please think about becoming one. You will be receiving in the mail,
if you haven’t already, an invitation and important information, including sponsorship details.
As usual, we hope to have many silent and live auction items. This is where you as members also can
help greatly. Please think about working to gather auction items, silent as well as live. Some of last
year’s donations were Sacramento Kings tickets that were in a wonderful suite and provided all the
food you could eat; three nights at Arena Vista, Irish Beach, Mendocino (three-bedroom condo with hot
tub and view of the ocean); dinner with the Rabbi and Cantor at Scott’s Seafood Restaurant; a gift
basket worth over $250 at Arden Hills Country Club; dinner for 10 in the garden at Doris Pittell’s house;
dinner for 8 at the home of Mark Koenigsberg and Robb Layne, with food provided by Sacramento chef
Garrett McCord; season tickets to the new B Street Theatre; and gift certificates at area restaurants, including Riverside Clubhouse, Café Dantorels, Ernesto’s, Dos Coyotes, Roxy’s, Masullo’s, El Papagayo,
Phayathai, and Mama Kim’s. Other items included gift certificates to businesses such as Pavilion
Car Wash and Les Schwab Tires. If just 30 congregants are able to solicit and/or provide just one silent or
live auction item, we would be over the top for auction items!!!!
We will have a timeline of all of the events in the program so you can plan your evening. We hope
you can attend!
- Greg Hubbs, Chair, 2018 “Down and Derby Night”
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We Thank Our Contributors
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Gordon and Vida Adelman for the yahrzeit of Carol Adelman
Barbara and Terry Allen-Brecher in memory of Michael Maslowski
Ann Bancroft and Irwin Karp in gratitude to Rabbi Alfi
Roz Benkle wishing Rabbi Alfi a Happy Chanukah!
Sheila and Ken Budman in honor of the life and service of Dan Gorfain
Illene Carroll in memory of Dan Gorfain
Glenda Claremon
Joan and Herbert Cohen in memory of Fred Litterman, brother-in-law of Joy and Herb Cohen
Marcia Cohen in memory of Dorothy Novack
Barbara Colton in memory of Dan Gorfain
Annabel Cooper thank you to Rabbi Alfi for officiating at the Davidow celebration of life
Roz and Bob Dinsfriend thank you to Rabbi Alfi for your comfort and support
Joan Gorfain thank you to Rabbi Alfi
Dorit Hertz and Teven Laxer in memory of Michael Maslowski
Alice Kronick with thanks to Rabbi Alfi for officiating at the unveiling
D.J. Lanphier in honor of David Link’s wedding
Jason Lindo in memory of Michael Maslowski
Abigail Maurer with thanks to Rabbi Alfi for the baby blessing
Beryl Michaels for the wonderful leadership of our clergy and support provided by the staff
Gary Novack in memory of Dorothy Novack
Sara Osofsky in gratitude to Rabbi Alfi for officiating at Jeanne Osofsky’s burial
Andee Press-Dawson in memory of Dan Gorfain
Daniel and Maryann Rabovsky
Beth Richtman
Chuck and Susan Rosenberg
Janice Spitzer and Gordon Gochenaur in honor of the baby naming of Emma Greer
Roxanne and Philip Stanger in memory of Sherine Frazin
Jason Weiner in memory of Dorothy Novack
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Barbara and Terry Allen-Brecher in memory of Dan Gorfain
Roz Benkle wishes Cantor Steinberg a Happy Chanukah!
Nadine Braunstein
Barbara Colton in memory of Dan Gorfain
Annabel Cooper with thanks to Cantor Steinberg for officiating at the Davidow celebration of life
Roz and Bob Dinsfriend with thanks to Cantor Steinberg for your comfort and support
Don Hughes and Andrew Mudryk with thanks to Cantor Steinberg for her counseling over coffee
Jason Lindo in loving memory of Michael Maslowski
Beryl Michaels for the wonderful leadership of our clergy and support provided by the staff
Janice Spitzer and Gordon Gochenaur in honor of the baby naming of Emma Greer
Adult Education Enrichment
Terri and Jonathan Cristy for the yahrzeit of George Cristy, father of Jonathan Cristy
Jackie Fields in memory of Dan Gorfain
Judy Gordon in honor of Bruce, Morgan, and Avigail Deutsch
Carole Kovnick in memory of Dr. Sharon Crandell
Eileen and Howard Sarasohn thank you to Terri and Jonathan Cristy for their excellent adult education program
Roxanne and Philip Stanger in memory of Michael Maslowski, Irwin Weintraub, and Dr. Sharon Crandell
Camp Shelanu Scholarship Fund
Susan and Theo Goodwin to celebrate the births of Aaron Blair and Sperry Anne
Marcia and Mandy Greene in memory of Dan Gorfain
Jennifer and Todd Kaufman in memory of Dorothy Novack
Joseph Kress on behalf of Charlie, Jacob, and Robert Pearlman in memory of Dan Gorfain
Sandy Lee in memory of Dan Gorfain
Judy and Steve Lewis in memory of Sharon Crandell
Daniel and Maryann Rabovsky
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We Thank Our Contributors
Caring Community Fund
Cheryl and Fran Bremson in memory of Dan Gorfain and for the yahrzeit of Rose Bremson
Esther Gaines in memory of Dan Gorfain
Sandy Lee in memory of Michael Maslowski and Lindsey Haynes
Linda and Steve Merksamer in memory of Dan Gorfain
Bonnie Penix in honor of Sandy Kaufman and Ann Soloway’s work with Family Promise
Daniel and Maryann Rabovsky
Rachel Reeves
Betty and Jack Reuben in honor of Joan Gorfain’s birthday
Debra Roth in honor of Geraldine and Allen Roth
Roxanne and Philip Stanger in memory of Paul Rosenberg
Carl Naluai, Jr. Music Fund
Jackie Fields in memory of Michael Maslowski
Eileen Jacobowitz and Eric Wiesenthal in memory of Lindsey Haynes and Michael Maslowski
Carole Kovnick in memory of Michael Maslowski
Beth Malinowski
Helen Nusbaum and Steve Meinrath in memory of Dan Gorfain
Eleanor and Jerry Mitchell in memory of Dan Gorfain
Chuck and Susan Rosenberg
Roxanne and Philip Stanger in memory of Eva Mendelson
College Care Package Fund
Women of B’nai Israel
General/Yahrzeit Fund
Vida and Gordon Adelman for the yahrzeit of Lilas “Lee” Jordan
Roz Benkle in memory of her father, Louis Goldbaum
Elaine Berghausen and David Brubaker in memory of Dan Gorfain and David Leff
Dean Blumberg
Louise and Michael Caplan in memory of Dorothy Novack
Susan and Richard Coffin in memory of Dorothy Novack
Barbara Colton in memory of Dan Gorfain
Terri and Jonathan Cristy for facility and technology upgrades at CBI
Neil Dubrovsky and Farla Kaufman
Norman Fassler-Katz in honor of our clergy
Jean and Norm Gold in memory of our dear friend and mensch, Dan Gorfain, and with love and appreciation of Rabbi Alfi and
the wonderful CBI congregation
Tina Gustavson for the yahrzeits of William and Mitzi Hornick
Judy and Steve Lewis in memory of Dan Gorfain and David Leff
Patricia and Maury Macht in memory of Dan Gorfain
Pamela and Francis Malley in memory of Dorothy Novack
Daniel Mufson in memory of Dorothy Novack
Larry and S. Mae Fujita Numata in memory of Dorothy Novack
Judy Persin in memory of Dorothy Novack
Michael Powanda in memory of Dorothy Novack
Andee Press-Dawson in memory of David Leff and in honor of Arla Hesterman
Dan and Maryann Rabovsky in memory of Dan Gorfain
Betty and Jack Reuben for the yahrzeits of Harry Schnider and Emanuel Salter, and in memory of Dorothy Novack
Eileen and Howard Sarasohn in memory of Dan Gorfain
Rochelle and Michael Schermer in memory of Dan Gorfain
Gary Schnitzer and Sandra Willder in memory of Dorothy Novack
Elizabeth and Michael Singer in memory of Dan Gorfain
Robert Stein and Jessica Persin in memory of Dorothy Novack
Christine Weinstein in memory of Dan Gorfain
Contributors continue on page 20
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We Thank Our Contributors
Israel Committee
Jane and Steve Orkand in memory of Dan Gorfain
Israel Youth Fund
Larry Lieb in memory of Dorothy Novack
Linda and Steve Merksamer in memory of Dan Gorfain
Israeli Dancing
Sandy Deutsch
Joan and Marc Epstein
Judi and Glenn Gordon in appreciation of Edie’s help
Janis and Jonathan Lightman
Leadership Biennial
Steve and Carol Moon Goldberg in memory of Dan Gorfain
Leadership Development Fund
Robert Harris
Len Maintenance
Ann Bancroft and Irwin Karp
Eileen Jacobowitz and Eric Wiesenthal
Daniel and Maryann Rabovsky
Sharon and Michael Rogoff
Roxanne and Philip Stanger in memory of Bobbi and Sam Len
Joanne and Alex Swedlow
Barbara and Michael Ullman in memory of Dan Gorfain
Oneg Shabbat Fund
Steve and Carol Moon Goldberg in memory of Michael
Maslowski
Daniel and Maryann Rabovsky
Janice Spitzer and Gordon Gochenaur in honor of the baby
naming of Emma Greer
Women of B’nai Israel

Gary Jakobs and Kelley Taber
Jennifer and Todd Kaufman in memory of Dan Gorfain
Carole Kovnick in memory of Dan Gorfain and Lindsey Haynes
Jakob Nelson
Bonnie Penix in memory of Dan Gorfain
Jenny Pierre
Betty and Jack Reuben in memory of Louise Henderson, and
mazel tov to Andrea Rosen on the birth of her granddaughter
Roxanne and Philip Stanger in memory of Dan Gorfain and in
honor of Betty and Jack Reuben
Sosnick Library Fund
Jackie Fields congratulations to Barbara Colton on the birth of
her grandson, Robert
Weinberg Godparent Fund
Doris Pittell in memory of her dear mother, Gertrude
Weinberg, on her 12th yahrzeit; in honor of Brian Landsberg’s
80th birthday; in memory of Michael Maslowski; and in memory
of Lindsey Haynes
Steven Weinberg in memory of his mother, Gertrude Weinberg
Ilene Weinreb
Women Feed the Hungry Fund
Sandy Lee in honor of the birth of Sperry Anne Marshall,
granddaughter of Deni and Steve Marshall
Bonnie Penix in memory of Dr. Sharon Crandell
Youth and Education Endowment Fund
Jean Ismail in memory of Dan Gorfain
Beth Richtman
Donations listed as of January 1, 2018.

Oscar Bloom Fund
Susan and Theo Goodwin in memory of Dan Gorfain
Playground Fund
Steve and Carol Moon Goldberg congratulations to Steven
and Deni Marshall on the birth of their first grandchild

Susan C. Hill, Attorney
& Counselor at Law
President,
Hill Law Offices, PC
700 University Ave,
Ste 130, Sacramento, CA
(916) 568-0212
SusanHill@HLO-PC.com
www.HLO-PC.com

Price Campership Fund
Illene Carroll in memory of Lindsey Haynes
Sandy Lee in honor of the birth of Sperry Anne Marshall,
granddaughter of Deni and Steve Marshall
Refugee Assistance Fund
Betty and Jack Reuben mazel tov on the birth of Barbara Colton’s grandchild, Robert Rahbar-Daniels
Religious School Scholarship Fund
Nancy Bernheimer in memory of Dan Gorfain
Eileen Jacobowitz and Eric Wiesenthal in memory of
Dr. Sharon Crandell
Roxanne and Philip Stanger in memory of Shirley Everitt
Social Action Fund
Rabbi Mona Alfi and Glenn Hammel
Roz Benkle in memory of Louise Henderson
Barbara Colton in memory of Dan Gorfain
Diann and Jules Gruen thank you to Vicki and Jason Weiner
for all you do to make the world a brighter place

20

Community Bulletin Board
Jewish Genealogical Society of Sacramento
Sunday, February 18, 10:00 am
"Writing Your Family History" – Joan Adler
All of us are getting older and wondering what will happen to our genealogy research when we pass
away. Will anyone be interested? Who will want it? Should we donate it to an institution or try to find a
family member who will want it?
Joan Adler will try to answer these questions and others. She says, "It's not what you know, or how
much you know, but what you do with it that's important." Joan has been the executive director of the
Straus Historical Society in Smithtown, New York, for the past 27 years. It is an organization she created
that focuses on the Lazarus and Sara Straus family, their ancestors and their descendants.
Sunday, March 18, 10:00 am
"The Genealogy of the Jewish People: Immigrant Stories from Sacramento " – Elissa Einhorn
Sacramento’s Jewish community is a microcosm of America’s melting pot. Jews from several countries, including Ethiopia, Argentina, Iran, and Russia, have chosen to make California’s capital their home.
Come hear about their remarkable journeys from Elissa Einhorn, an award-winning journalist and former Assistant Director of the Jewish Federation of the Sacramento Region. During her 30-year career,
Elissa has written a collection of Sacramento immigrant stories. In addition to immigrants, she has interviewed diplomats, politicians, refugees, Holocaust and domestic violence survivors, refugees, scientists,
and regular folk. Since becoming a freelance writer, Elissa's work has appeared in the The Jerusalem Post,
J. – The Jewish News of Northern California, the Times of Israel, Global Leader Today, and FoodMentum magazine. She also is a report writer for the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee.

All are welcome to attend the February 18 and March 18 meetings at the Einstein Center,
1935 Wright Street, Sacramento. For more information on the JGSS, email mortrumberg1@earthlink.net.

Lind Brothers
A Family Owned Funeral Home
and Crematory Since 1964
Our practices are grounded in the unshakable belief
in the sanctity of human life, the dignity of the person,
and the emotional and spiritual needs of the mourners.
Our commitment is to help you and your family
make a decision that truly makes a difference
both financially and spiritually.

4221 Manzanita Avenue, Carmichael, CA 95608
P: 916.482.8080 F: 916-482-2009
cporter@lindbrotherssacramento.com
www.lindbrotherssacramento.com
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Koleinu Our Voice
Phone 916.446.4861
Fax 916.446.2875
www.bnais.com

Congregation B’nai Israel
3600 Riverside Boulevard
Sacramento, CA 95818

Rabbi Mona Alfi, Senior Rabbi, RabbiAlfi@bnais.com
Rabbi Lester A. Frazin, Rabbi Emeritus
Cantor Julie Steinberg, Jsteinberg50@gmail.com
Leslie Oberst, Executive Director, execdir@bnais.com
Denise Crevin, Education Administrator, Dcrevin@bnais.com
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- - - - -

President, Bina Lefkovitz, blefkovitz@gmail.com
Past-President, Alan M. Steinberg, gomachfive@gmail.com
VP Finance, Diego Horenstein, diego.horenstein@gmail.com
VP Administration, Elizabeth Landsberg, deanberg@sbcglobal.net
VP Education, Greg Hubbs, gregwhubbs@gmail.com
VP Facilities, Stan Wallin, jstanleywallin@gmail.com
VP Membership, Davita Levin-Robinson, davita827@hotmail.com
Chief Financial Officer, Joel Schwartz, joel@joelschwartz.com
Secretary, Eileen Jacobowitz, ejacobowitz@comcast.net
Timothy Zeff, General Counsel, zeffdj@aol.com

Time Dated Material
Or deliver to current resident

- - - - -

Koleinu Staff
Editor: Terri Cristy, koleinu@bnais.com
Layout & Design: Abbie Blackman
There is a 350-word limit on articles for the Koleinu. Deadline for
all issues is the first day of the month preceding the publication date.
The Koleinu is published bimonthly (except for the next issue):
Feb/Mar; Apr/May/June; July/Aug; Sept/Oct; Nov/Dec; Jan/Feb.
Advertising in the Koleinu is easy! Please contact Abbie at
communications@bnais.com for more information, including rates.

2nd Shabbes Dinner at CBI, Fridays, February 9 and March 9
February Menu

March Menu

Roast chicken with balsamic bell peppers
Couscous
Green salad with red wine vinaigrette
Sautéed zucchini

Cheese enchiladas with butternut squash
and green sauce
Refried beans
Green salad with oranges, red onions, and
black olives with herbed dressing
Mexican rice with green onions and corn

Adults $14, if reserved by the Wednesday before 2nd Shabbes; $16 after Wednesday.
Meals are complimentary for children 12 & under. RSVP to the office at 916-446-4861
Please mail your payment to:
Congregation B’nai Israel , please see address below. Thank you.

Congregation B’nai Israel
3600 Riverside Blvd.,
Sacramento, CA 95818
www.bnais.com
916.446.4861
Fax: 916.446.2875
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