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Chanukah Latke Dinner 

Friday, December 15  

 
 

Participate in a service project  
at Congregation B’nai Israel or  

in the Sacramento community. 

Papercutting Workshops  

 

Something for all ages! Space is limited.  

 
 

R e a d  a b o u t  a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s  f o r  
t h e  w e e k e n d  o n  p a g e  1 7 .  

 
 

 

 
Artist-in -Residence Weekend  

 

December 15-17 

Check out page 11 for more information! 

RSVP today for CBI’s annual Chanukah Latke  
Dinner. Bring your own Chanukiah and candles 
to light at the dinner, which begins at 6:00 pm. 
Register at tinyurl.com/latkedinner or call  
916-446-4861 to reserve your seats. 

The Latke Dinner is a fundraiser for the  
Confirmation Class to support their class trip to 
Israel. Adults: $16, children (5-12): $10, free for 
children 4 and under. Wine will be available for 
purchase. RSVP before the price increase on 
December 8! 

At 7:30 pm the Shabbat service features a drash and 

visual tefillah by husband and wife “Dynamic Duo” 

Isaac and Rabbi Shawna Brynjegard-Bialik! 
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Friday, December 1 
9:30am  Shabbatot  
7:30pm  Legacy Shabbat Service 
 
Saturday, December 2 
9:00am Torah Study 
10:30am Mini Minyan 
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service 

Bar Mitzvah, 
Andrew Martin 

 
Friday, December 8 
6:00pm Tot Shabbat Service 
6:30pm Second Shabbes Dinner 
7:30pm Shabbat Service 

with Kesher participation 
 

Saturday, December 9  
9:00am Torah Study 
10:30am Kavanah Shabbat  

Morning Service 
 

Friday, December 15 
6:00pm Chanukah Latke Dinner 
7:00 pm Shabbat Meditation 
7:30pm Shabbat Service 

Artist-in-Residence Drash 
 
Saturday, December 16 
9:00am Torah Study  
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service 
 
Friday, December 22 
7:30pm College Shabbat Service 

 
Saturday, December 23 
9:00am Torah Study  
10:30am Shabbat Morning  

Service 
 
Friday,  December 29 
7:30pm Shabbat Service 

 
Saturday, December 30 
9:00am Torah Study 
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Friday, January 5 
9:30am Shabbatot  
7:30pm Shabbat Service 

 
Saturday, January 6 
9:00am Torah Study 
10:30am Mini Minyan 
10:30am Kavanah Shabbat  
 Morning Service 
 
Friday, January 12 
6:00pm Tot Shabbat Service 
6:30pm Second Shabbes Dinner 
7:30pm  Membership Shabbat 

Service 
 
Saturday, January 13 
9:00am  Torah Study 
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service 
 Bat Mitzvah,  
 Meadow Mason 
 
Friday, January 19 
7:00pm  Shabbat Meditation 
7:30pm  Shabbat Service 

 
Saturday, January 20 
9:00am Torah Study  
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service 
 
Friday, January 26 
7:30pm  Shabbat Shirah Service 
 
Saturday, January 27 
9:00am Torah Study  
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service 

 

Brotherhood…………………. 6 
Calendars – Dec./Jan.………..22-23 
CBI Bulletin Board…………...14-17, 20  
Community Bulletin Board….20-21 
Donations……………………..18-19 
Education ……………………..8-11 

Mourning Our Losses…………...15  
President’s Message…………….4  
Social Action ………………..…...12 -13 
Women of B’nai Israel…………...7  
Worship …………………………...2 -3 

In This Issue of the Koleinu... 

Kavanah Shabbat Services 
Continuing in  
December & January 
     Come join us for Kavanah  
Shabbat on Saturday, December 9, at 
10:30 am in the Harry M. Tonkin  
Memorial Chapel at Congregation 
B’nai Israel. 
      Kavanah Shabbat is a contempla-
tive and joyous Shabbat service  
designed to help you explore a  
deeper relationship with the Divine. 
Kavanah Shabbat blends traditional 
communal prayer and chanting of the 
weekly parsha (Torah portion) with 
song, Jewish chants, silent prayer, 
and moments of meditation and  
reflection. 
      Services are led by Deni Deutsch 
Marshall, a Jewish Spiritual Director 
and Mindfulness teacher, and  
Elizabeth Landsberg, accompanied by  
Peggy Goldstein, Sandy Lee, Steve 
Marshall, Miriam Joffe Block, and  
Jess Gordon. 
      Kavanah Shabbat services draw on 
teachings from Torah, Talmud,  
Mussar, and Jewish meditation and 
mysticism to fully express Jewish s 
pirituality on Shabbat morning. Open 
to the entire community. Mark your 
calendar for the following Kavanah 
Shabbat services of year 5778: Janu-
ary 6, February 3, March 28, June 23. 
      For more information, contact the 
CBI office at 916-446-4861, or Deni 
Marshall at 916-803-5699 or  
denimarshall@gmail.com. 

Worship 
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A Weekend of Celebration with the CBI Choir – Shabbat 
Shirah and 40th Anniversary Concert, January 26 & 27 

 
 

Please join the Congregation B’nai Israel choir for a weekend of music and celebration! 
On Friday, January 26, beginning at 7:30 pm in the Sanctuary, our Shabbat Shirah service will feature 

Cantor Julie Steinberg and the B’nai Israel choir. The Friday evening service will include Shabbat 
favorites as well as special choral pieces by Carl K. Naluai, Jr., Max Janowski, Meir Finkelstein, and Sol 
Zim. Shabbat Shirah (Sabbath of Song) celebrates G-d’s parting of the Sea of Reeds so Moses and the 
Israelites could escape the Egyptian army. When the Israelites reached dry land, Moses and Miriam led 
the Israelites in songs of celebration and praise. The story appears in Parashat Beshalach (Exodus 13:17-
17:16). 

On Saturday, January 27, the B’nai Israel Choir will celebrate 40 years of singing together with a 40th 
anniversary concert, starting at 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary. The CBI choir will be joined by singers from 
the greater Jewish community and beyond. The concert will include the music of Leonard Bernstein, 
Kurt Weill, Carl K. Naluai, Jr., Max Janowski, and Felix Mendelssohn as well as Israeli and Yiddish folk 
songs. 

Tickets for the concert may be purchased from choir members or online at tinyurl.com/cbichoir. 

Our B’nai Mitzvot 

Meadow Mason, 
January 13 

My name is Meadow Mason. I am 
a 7th grader at California Middle 
School. I am a soccer player and a 
swimmer, and currently I play for 
Cal on their 7th grade girls’ 
basketball team. Sports are my 
love! In addition to sports, I like 

to do art and hang out with friends and especially 
my sister, Paisley. I went to URJ 6 Points Sports 
Academy (California) last summer and I plan on 
attending again this summer. 

Camp Newman is where my love for camp all 
started! For my mitzvah project I will be raising 
money for the rebuilding of Camp Newman. I will 
be having bake sales on Sundays after Religious 
School. Come see me and help support Camp 
Newman! See all of you at my Bat Mitzvah on 
January 13. 

Andrew Martin, 

December 2 

Hello, my name is 
Andrew Martin. I am 
in the 8th grade at  
Joseph Kerr  
Middle School in Elk 
Grove. I love playing  

computer/video games, dancing, and hanging out 
with my friends and my big brother, Jacob! 

For my mitzvah project I am volunteering at 
the Sacramento Food Bank. I feel this program 
helps families that need it and I want to be a part 
of that. 

I am very excited to become a Bar Mitzvah and 
hope you are able to celebrate with me on  
December 2. 

Worship 
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President’s Message 

Breaking Bread Together to 
Build our Community 

As president, I try to attend as many 
Friday night services as possible. As I 
mentioned at the High Holidays, the 
more I attend services, the more my 
love and understanding of the  
spiritual aspects of being Jewish  
continue to grow. Another important 
benefit of attending services is my 

growing connection to others in the B’nai Israel 
community. Serving as a greeter and welcoming 
members before the start of services; saying hello to 
three people I didn’t previously know, as the rabbi 
encourages us to do at the beginning of each  
service; and attending the onegs after services have 
helped me to deepen my relationships at B’nai  
Israel. 

What is an oneg anyway, and why do we have 
them? Oneg means “pleasure of Shabbat,” or  
Shabbat delight. The oneg is an integral part of  
celebrating Shabbat. In our tradition, we not only 
say prayers and study but we also break bread to-
gether. When I asked the rabbi about this, she told 
me, “Im ain kemach, ain Torah. Im ain Torah, ain ke-
mach: If there is no sustenance (flour), there is no To-
rah. Without Torah, there is no sustenance.” (Pirke 
Avot 7:65). To put it simply, “When the brownies run 
out, people go home.” This confirmed my own  
belief that breaking bread helps build community. 
Eating and being Jewish seem to go hand in hand. 

At our last meeting of the Board of Trustees, as 
we reflected on our efforts around audacious  
hospitality, we discussed our onegs – how to im-
prove the experience and better use them for  
community building. We are working on making the 
space feel more welcoming and conducive to help-
ing people connect. One suggestion to improve the 
ambiance was to add soft background music or  
congregants playing guitars. We are also seeking 
ways to engage the congregation more in creating 
and hosting our onegs. One idea was to invite mem-
bers to honor a life cycle event by hosting an oneg, 
or to invite our chavurot and committees to sponsor 
an oneg by donating food, being present to intro-
duce themselves to the membership, and creating 

an interesting theme or activity as part of the oneg. 

Here is how you can participate: If you want to 
sponsor an oneg to honor a birthday, a yahrzeit, a  
promotion, or any life cycle event, please consider  
donating to the oneg fund. It costs around $150 for 
each oneg (and our oneg fund is depleted). Better yet, 
if you want to sponsor an oneg either individually or 
with a group (i.e., bring and set up the food, find ways 
to make the social hall exceptionally welcoming, share 
about your group), please sign up by contacting Terri 
Gaines at tlgaines0@gmail.com. 

I look forward to working with you to enrich the 
oneg experience, and to engage more B’nai Israel 
members in this special part of the Shabbat  
celebration. 

Bina Lefkovitz, President 
 

Ode to Oneg 
By Jody Prunier (Member of the Board of Trustees)  

 

The Oneg comes on Friday night 

And B'nai Israel wants to make it right. 

With cheeses, veggies, challah, and sweets, 

The Oneg is the place to meet. 

 

We see family or friends ... make new ones, too. 

In fact we're re-inviting YOU. 

After singing and praying we like to eat. 

Some stand and talk, some take a seat. 

 

So where does all that food come from? 

This question really is not so dumb. 

Our members sponsor Onegs, they do! 

Long-standing members and even some new. 

 

The Oneg is sponsored for celebrations of things 

like marriages, memories, new engagement rings, 

And babies, committees, new homes, and so on. 

Better get to that Oneg before the treats are all gone. 
 
 
 

It's a Mitzvah to sponsor the Oneg one day. 

It even gets you to come here and pray! 

Bring simcha and joy to yourself (and more) –  

Sponsor an Oneg if you've not done it before. 
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Board of Trustees 

 
Board of Trustees –  
Introducing New Board Members! 
       Below are short profiles of some of the new 
members of the CBI Board of Trustees. Some are 
serving on the Board for the first time, some are re-
turning to the Board in a new capacity. Other mem-
bers of the Board will be profiled in future issues of 
the Koleinu. 

 
Davita Levin-Robinson 

     Shalom, my name is Davita 
Levin-Robinson, and I am the 
Vice President Membership 
and co-chair for the Member-
ship Committee. I am also on 
the committees for Camp 
Shelanu, Happy Hour Havda-
lah, and Stars and S’mores In-
tergenerational Retreat. Along 
with my husband, Seth, and our children, Eliana (6th 
grade) and Isaac (2nd grade), we have been mem-
bers of Congregation B’nai Israel (CBI) for 7 years. 
We live in Natomas and our children attend Shalom 
School. CBI has become another extension to our 
family and completes how we raise our children. 
      I grew up in Skokie, IL (suburb of Chicago). When 
I was in the 4th grade my family joined a Reform 
temple, which changed my life forever. I loved my 
Hebrew school experience, having a Bat Mitzvah, 
being confirmed, and then continuing my education 
until graduation. For 10 summers I attended Jewish 
summer camp at Olin-Sang-Ruby Union Institute, 
first as a camper, then as staff. I worked in the Jew-
ish community for years as a Judaica/Hebrew School 
teacher, as a Youth Director in Los Angeles, and for 
the University of Florida Hillel. 
     In 1999 I received my Masters of Social Work with 
an emphasis in Health Care. Quickly I found my path 
working with end-of-life patients and their families. 
After my children were born, I focused on my family 
and the Jewish community. I love volunteering with 
the Federation, Hadassah, Shalom School, and CBI. 
This November I became president of the parent/
teacher organization at Shalom School. It’s really 

important to me that my children see the im-
portance of a lifelong commitment to the Jewish 
community.I also love reading, my book club, 
traveling, being a foodie, and cooking for family 
and friends (especially for Jewish holidays).  
      In my role as VP Membership, I look forward 
to meeting both old and new members and help-
ing you find community at CBI through celebra-
tions, friendships, and shared worship. I am hon-
ored to serve on the Board, and look forward to 
meeting you and, together, strengthening our 
community. 

 

Jeffery Rabinovitz 

      My wife, Hope, and I 
moved to Sacramento in 
1974 for my internship at the 
new UC Davis Medical Cen-
ter. After enjoying the High 
Holidays with the new rabbi, 
Lester Frazin, we inter-
viewed him and joined B’nai 
Israel. Hope went on to be-
come chair of the Education Committee and cre-
ated the first Confirmation Class trip to Israel. She 
eventually became temple president starting two 
weeks after the fire.  
      I was on the search committee to replace Rab-
bi Frazin while training to become a mohel for 
our community. Our children grew up in Shingle 
Springs but came religiously to Sunday School. 
They were both named, had b’nai mitzvot, cele-
brated Confirmation, and were married at CBI. 
Despite living in Canada my son had both of his 
daughters named at CBI.  
       I became involved in Brotherhood and, with 
the help of an incredible board, we revitalized 
Brotherhood and made it relevant. I am presently 
serving my second term as president of the 
Brotherhood (and thus another term on the CBI 
Board of Trustees). B’nai Israel is our religious 
home and we love sharing our lives with our 
“family.” 



6 

The Brotherhood 

FROM THE BROTHERHOOD PRESIDENT 

Jeff Rabinovitz 
 

Notes from the ‘Hood 

Here we are, it’s almost that time of year when your non-Jewish friends will ask you, “When is 

Chanukah this year?” Well I have the answer; it’s what I tell them every year: “Chanukah is when it 

always is, starting on the 25th of Kislev.” I get a lot of dirty looks, but it is the truth. Just another way 

your Brotherhood is here to help you. As Chanukah approaches, remember that this is a time for 

rededication. As we see our nation becoming more divided, let’s rededicate ourselves to healing. Start 

slow, be sure you are there for your family and friends, and build on that. Let’s make this a Chanukah to 

remember. 

Meanwhile, your Brotherhood continues to provide congregational events for fun and support. On 

October 28 we had our second annual Scotch and Cigars event at the home of Jeff Aran. Glenn 

Hammel, our rebitzzen, was the center of activity and provided his usual wit, friendship, and more 

inside information on cigars. Everybody there had a good time. We will continue to host these kinds of 

fun events and hope everybody will be able to join us. If there is something you think we could do that 

the congregation would enjoy, please contact me at jjrabinovitz@gmail.com. 

We also did our usual lovely catered lunch for one of our b’nai mitzvah students in early November. 

Jon Meltzer, as he always does, led us in preparation and production. Jon is counting the days until his 

retirement from this activity, which will be in June. He will still be active in Brotherhood and, hopefully, 

still a participant in these events, but he is ready to pass the mantle. I will ask again, if you can lead us in 

our catering program – meaning marketing what we do, making contact with families, providing the 

menu, organizing the shopping, getting the kitchen volunteers, and organizing the preparation at the 

event – we really need your help. When Jon retires there is nobody on board to take over, and without 

a coordinator we will probably have to shut down our catering services. Please let me know if you can 

help; Jon will stay on board as a mentor until you are ready to solo. 

The Brotherhood doesn’t have a lot of wintertime activities planned right now. We are always 

thinking about our Boyz’ Nite Out and will keep you informed. In February we will do the oneg for the 

WBI Shabbat, and we are going to set the date for our Brotherhood Shabbat and presentation of our 

Man of the Year award. I hope you will be able to attend both of these Shabbat services to honor our 

service organizations. 

Lastly, I have a quick update on my grandson Shael (Zevi’s younger brother). Just to let you know 

that if you are on the campus of Crocker Riverside Elementary School and are looking for him, check 

out the kindergartner who is wearing a tie. That is his daily outfit. 

Have a wonderful Chanukah, a chag sameach, and a good secular New Year. 
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Women of B’nai Israel 

Women of B’nai Israel Events 
Monday, December 11, 6:00 to 8:00 pm – Board 
Meeting: In the CBI Conference Room. All members 
are invited to attend. 

Tuesday, December 19, 6:00 pm – Rosh Chodesh  
Tevet: See p.9 for details. 

Thursday, December 21 – Girls’ Night Out: Join your 
Women of B’nai Israel friends for dinner in a local 
restaurant. The time and location will be announced 
in later communications. 

 

FROM THE WOMEN OF B’NAI ISRAEL PRESIDENT 

Sandy Lee 

Time Flies When You’re Having Fun 

As I was writing this article I realized my two-year term as President of Women of B’nai Israel 
would be ending in about six months. Time really does fly when you’re having fun! I’m still in awe 
when I think about our charitable contributions exceeding $17,000 for the last fiscal year. My goal 
is to exceed that amount for this year. 
     I’m so proud of our members. Here are some highlights of what we’ve accomplished: 

  Women of B’nai Israel helped organize a group for the Women’s March to the State Capitol and 
will do so again this year. 

  We raised almost $1,000 again for the Price Campership Fund at our annual Fall Fashion Show. 

  Last year at our Membership Appreciation luncheon we put together 25 complete refugee kits 
for Opening Doors. This year we helped honor Wellspring’s 30th anniversary by bringing items 
from their Wish List for the Nutritious Meal Program, Children’s Corner Program, Safety Net 
Services Program, and the Women’s Wellness Program. 

  We put together a team for the 5K run to benefit My Sister’s House. 

  Many of our members participate in Family Promise every year.  

 

    Additionally, we’re participating in the “buck in a bucket” campaign created by Women of 
Reform Judaism (WRJ) Pacific District. They have asked each sisterhood to put a bucket out at 
every meeting, program, and event through the end of January 2018, asking every attendee to put 
a “buck in the bucket” for Camp Newman. Those funds will then be forwarded collectively to 
Camp Newman. WRJ Pacific District donated $10,000 to Camp Newman when it was first built. 
Their goal is to reach or surpass that amount now to help rebuild Camp Newman. 
     Finally, thanks to all the volunteers who helped during S’lichot and the Rosh Hashanah 
reception. I especially want to thank Jan Gutierrez for doing a great job as chair of the Rosh 
Hashanah reception. 
     Want to renew your membership or join? Contact Linda Byrne for a membership form at 
byrnette8488@gmail.com. 

Monday, December 25 – Serving Dinner at  
St. John’s Shelter for Women: The Women of 
B’nai Israel will help serve the main meal at St 
John’s Shelter for Women. If you are willing to 
help, please contact Illene J. Carroll at 916-483-
6179 or fhsfan@att.net. Men are welcome to 
help also! 
 
Monday, January 8, 6:00 to 8:00 pm – Board 
Meeting: In the CBI Conference Room.  
All members are invited to attend. 
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Religious School Education 

FROM THE EDUCATION ADMINISTRATOR 

Denise Crevin 

What We Can Learn from Miracles 

When we celebrate Chanukah, we talk about the miracle of resistance – of a 
small band of Jewish warriors defeating a much larger army – and about the miracle of rededication 
– restoring the Temple to order and relighting the eternal light. A key lesson we learn is that of  
building positive Jewish identity in the face of intolerance. In our education programs, we strive to 
kindle positive connections and personal meaning to Judaism one small light at a time. Our goal is to 
ignite a spark that we can nurture with care and wisdom year after year, leading to our learners 
spreading their light in the world. 

This December, we have a unique opportunity to develop our light with artists-in-residence Isaac 
Brynjegard-Bialik and his wife, Rabbi Shawna Brynjegard-Bialik. We’ll experience visual tefillah on  
Friday, December 1  5 ,  during the Shabbat evening service; participate in workshops on Saturday,  
December 16, to create together a piece of art to display permanently in our Sanctuary; and raise 
funds for Religious School scholarships while having fun at a cocktail reception and art show for 
adults only that Saturday night. Plus, our Religious School students will create their own paper  
Midrash works on Sunday, December 17! On Friday, December 15, you can also support the  
Confirmation Class at the annual Chanukah Latke Dinner. 

In the spirit of further nurturing that spark and bringing light into the world, we’d love your  
participation in Mitzvah Day on Sunday, January 14, with opportunities at CBI and in the greater  
Sacramento community. Keep an eye out for details on Religious School class projects and more. 

Here’s to the spark enduring year after year, and prevailing against the darkness while growing 
stronger and sustaining us all. 

P.S. Thank you to everyone who participated in and contributed towards our Walk-a-thon  
Fundraiser in late October – together we raised more than $1,100 for Religious School scholarships.  
Todah rabah! 

BISY News 
 By Rhiannon Stewart, Communications VP, and Maddy Halseth, President  

 

       Hello all! In October, BISY kicked off the fun with BISY Smash! Everyone had a blast playing games 
such as Spike Ball, Telephone Pictionary, and a Trust Walk. We also had our annual surprise Freshman  
Kidnapping on October 1. The BISY Board went with the freshman class to Curtis Park for some games, 
followed by breakfast at Pancake Circus. In November, Temple Or Rishon’s youth group TASTY hosted a 
Harry Potter-themed formal, and those who attended had a blast. 

We have some super interesting events coming up in December and January. Our Chanukah Shul-In 
will be December 15-16 with lots of entertaining Chanukah-themed games. On January 27, we will enjoy 
BISY Sings, a karaoke event we are all looking forward to attending. If you are in high school and haven’t 
come to an event yet, you are always welcome! Questions? Contact Maddy at  
bookworm0420@yahoo.com or our BISY Advisor, Ari Steinberg, at steinberg-ari@yahoo.com. 
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Adult Education 

Rosh Chodesh Tevet: The Wedding Plan (film) ▪ 
Rabbi Alfi and the Women of B’nai Israel 
Tuesday, December 19, 6:00 – 8:30 pm, Social Hall 

This last-night-of-Chanukah Rosh Chodesh begins 
at 6:00 pm with a dairy potluck, followed at 6:45 pm 
by a film and discussion. The film The Wedding Plan 
is an offbeat comedy which follows bride-to-be 
Michal, a 32-year-old Orthodox Jew whose fiancé 
breaks their engagement. Rather than call off the 
nuptials, Michal decides to let God provide her with 
a groom by the scheduled wedding day (which hap-
pens to be the last night of Chanukah). All women 13 
and older are welcome. No RSVP necessary. Bring 
your menorahs and candles -- let’s light up the room! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
January 2018 

 

Israeli Dancing 
Tuesdays, January 2, 9, 16, 23, and 30,  
7:00 – 9:00 pm, Social Hall 
 
Bible Stories That Make Us Think Twice About 
What We Believe ▪ Rabbi Michael Oblath 
Thursday, January 4, 7:00 – 9:00 pm, Chapel 

Growing up, we are taught Bible/Tanach from the 
perspective of the rabbis of 1500 years ago. But 
what about the perspective of the texts' original 
authors and editors? Sometimes, reading these  
stories in their more original context can be  
stimulating, surprising, and extremely challenging. 
We’ll look more closely at three such stories: 
  Elijah and the Prophets of Ba'al – Just what don't 
we know? (1st Kings Chapter 18) 
  The Akedah (sacrifice of Isaac) – Can we just, for 
once, look at this from God’s perspective?  
(Genesis Chapter 22) 
  Moses, Water from the Rock, and God’s Anger – 
Why can’t Moses cross the Jordan? (Numbers  
Chapter 20 and Exodus Chapters 3 – 7) 
 

Lifelong Jewish Learning – December 
and January Classes and Events 
 

December 2017 

Achim: A Discussion Group for Men ▪ 
Dr. Glenn Hammel and the Brotherhood 
Sunday, December 3,  
7:00 – 8:30 pm, Chapel 
     Achim is the Hebrew word for 
“brothers,” and this group is a 
forum for education, facilitated 
discussion, contemplation, and 
camaraderie, led by Dr. Glenn 
Hammel, Ph.D. and Rebbitzen. 
 
Israeli Dancing 
Tuesdays, December 5, 12, 19, and 26,  
7:00 – 9:00 pm, Social Hall  
(Multipurpose Room on December 19) 

This fun-filled evening begins with instruction 
for beginners from 7:00 - 7:45 pm. Beginning at 
7:45 pm, we take requests and learn intermedi-
ate to advanced dances. We enjoy circle and line 
dances, from the classics to some of the newest 
dances coming out of Israel. This is a welcoming 
group of mostly adults, but teens and children 
are invited, too. Please wear tennis or soft-soled 
shoes. Fee: $5 donation. For more information, 
please contact Jeanette Salkin, 916-799-7213.  
 
 
Religious Ethics in the 21st Century ▪ Rabbi Alfi 
Tuesday, December 12, noon – 1:00 pm, Library 

Rabbi Alfi tackles some of the toughest issues 
of Jewish ethics as applied to modern life. We 
discuss politics, econom-
ics, Israel, Jewish commu-
nal relations, and many 
other issues. To request or  
suggest a topic, please  
e-mail Rabbi Alfi with  
ideas. Regular attendance 
is not required;  
drop-ins and newcomers are welcome! Bring a 
brown bag lunch. There is no fee. 
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Adult Education 

Religious Ethics in the 21st Century ▪ Rabbi Alfi 
Tuesday, January 9, noon – 1:00 pm,  
Library 
 
 
Achim: A Discussion Group for Men ▪ Dr. Glenn 
Hammel and the Brotherhood 
Sunday, January 14, 7:00 – 8:30 pm, Chapel 
 
 
Wine in the Ancient World ▪ Jehon Grist  
(Lehrhaus Judaica) 
Saturday, January 20, 7:00 – 9:00 pm,  
Chapel and Multipurpose Room 

Whether you're an enologist or just like a good 
glass, this session will introduce you to your  
counterparts from 3000 years ago. We'll explore 
how wines were made in ancient Egypt, Israel, and 
elsewhere. We'll also learn about the best wines 
(and some of the worst) and where they originat-
ed. There will be a colorful visit to an ancient wine 
party or two. Finally, we'll look at what the an-
cients had to say about enjoying wine, both 
enough and too much! This special session will 
conclude with a wine tasting featuring some the 
region's finest vintages. 

Fee: no charge for the talk; $10 for the wine 
tasting if paid in advance, $15 for payment at the 
door. RSVP for the wine tasting by January 18 at 
tinyurl.com/ancientwines. 

Coming Attractions – Save the Dates! 
 
Can a Jew Be a Heretic? ▪ Prof. David Biale (UC Davis) 
Thursday, February 22, 7:00 – 8:30 pm, Chapel 
      It is often thought that Judaism, which tolerates 
and even encourages minority opinions, is a religion 
that doesn’t know of heretics. And yet, from Korach in 
the Bible to Elisha ben Abuya in the Talmud to Baruch 
Spinoza and Shabbetai Zvi in the 17th century, we find 
repeated cases of heresy. In this presentation we will 
examine whether there is such a thing as Jewish here-
sy and its applicability to Judaism today. 
 
 

Baruch Spinoza (1632-1677) 

Shabbetai Zvi (1626-1676) 
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Israel Committee 

Israel Committee Update 

By Dan Rabovsky, Israel Committee Co-chair 

I hope that many of you were able to attend and enjoy the November 19 presentation and perfor-
mance of “Musical Diversity in 21st Century Israel” with Francesco Spagnolo and Victoria Hanna. Thanks 
again to the Board of Trustees, the Adult Education Committee, Women of B’nai Israel, and Sandy Lee for 
their generous financial support of our committee’s programming. 

At the Shabbat evening service on September 15, our congregation and the Israel Committee hosted 
Rabbi Uri Regev, the president of Hiddush (http://hiddush.org/), an Israeli/Diaspora partnership that  
advocates for religious freedom and equality in Israel. Rabbi Regev gave an inspiring and energizing 
drash urging us to support the Hiddush vision of an Israel where all of the streams of Judaism flourish to-
gether in the Jewish Homeland and where all people enjoy religious freedom, as promised in the  
Declaration of Independence of the State of Israel.  

Several members of the Israel Committee were privileged to have breakfast with Rabbi Regev, and 
engaged in a free-flowing conversation with him. One topic that we discussed was the Israeli/Palestinian 
conflict and the future of the West Bank and Gaza. Hiddush focuses solely on religious freedom in Israel – 
it does not advocate or present any position on Israeli/Palestinian issues. Rabbi Regev explained that, 
while those issues are not the primary focus of Hiddush, the other concern is that including those issues 
would reduce the breadth of support for Hiddush’s vision. That approach certainly is understandable, but 
for progressive Jews it also raises a question: Can pluralism and religious freedom in Israel flourish while 
the conflict continues, and the influence of religious Zionism grows? Personally, I think not, but I am sure 
that there are a variety of opinions among our congregants, and one of the goals of the Israel Committee 
is to stimulate frank (and respectful) dialogue. 

The Israel Committee is developing additional programming for 2018. With all that is going on in Israel 
(not to mention here in the U.S.), there are many potential topics. If you have suggestions or comments – 
or, even better, if you would like to participate in the Israel Committee, please contact one of the  
co-chairs: Dan Rabovsky (beaniecat3711-bnai@yahoo.com) or Jeff Rabinovitz (jjrabinovitz@gmail.com). 

Mitzvah Day, continued from page 1 

 MITZVAH DAY IS SUNDAY, JANUARY 14! 
 

 To volunteer for a project, visit tinyurl.com/mitzvah18. 

 We will have projects for all physical abilities. 

 Do you know of a local nonprofit that could benefit from a 
one-day project? Email mitzvahday@bnais.com. 

Religious School students will work on mitzvah projects with 
their classes, so no need for them to sign up for a project! 
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Social Action 

Focus on Racial Justice Committee 

“Embracing Sacramento’s Diversity” Series 

The next “Embracing Sacramento’s Diversity” event is scheduled for  
Saturday, December 9, from 7:00 to 9:00 pm in the Social Hall. Our speaker 
will be Durriya Syed, recipient of numerous local awards for her exceptional 
interfaith and community services work. Her presentation will provide insights 
into her work within the interfaith and Muslim communities. Durriya’s efforts 
are varied, from working within the Muslim American Society Social Services 
Foundation to serving in leadership roles with the Interfaith Service Bureau. 
Please RSVP to rsvp@bnais.com to attend this event. 

 

Book Recommendation 
       The Focus on Racial Justice Committee recommends the book The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration 
in the Age of Colorblindness by Michelle Alexander, which has been touted as “a book that changes the way 
we see the world and helps fuel a nationwide social movement.” However, the discussion sessions that 
were publicized in the last Koleinu have been put on hold for now. 

 

Sustainable Living Committee   

Year-Round Projects – New Members and Volunteers Welcome! 

American River Parkway Stewardship 
Mile 17 needs you! Help us reach our 2017 commitment. As parkway stewards, CBI promises to provide 

80 hours of service per year. We’re still short of our goal for the year. Let’s have a great turnout for our 
final cleanup of the year: Sunday, December 10, at 2:00 pm. 

And mark your calendars for a parkway cleanup on Mitzvah Day 2018: Sunday, January 14, at 10:00 am. 
Please contact Todd Mendell at ptmendell@comcast.net, or call 916-684-6734 for info and to sign up. 

 

Gan Organic - CBI’s Community Garden 

Additional volunteers are needed to keep Gan Organic thriving! There are a variety of ways to get in-
volved, either for a one-time work day or as an ongoing helper. No garden experience is necessary. Please 
contact Sue Rosenberg for more information or to sign up (susanarosenberg@gmail.com or 916-835-
4097 for calls/ texts). 

 

Growing Our Canopy at B’nai Israel 
“Just as my parents and grandparents planted trees for me, so do I plant trees for my children and  
grandchildren.” 

CBI’s Sustainable Living Committee and Board of Trustees are offering an opportunity to beautify our 
campus and sustain the environment. Your contribution to the “Growing our Canopy” campaign will cov-
er the cost and maintenance of 7 new trees to replace the sycamores removed along Riverside Boulevard. 

Our goal is to raise $1,000 per tree, with donors acknowledged on a plaque to be installed on Tu 
B’Shevat 2018. Donate as an individual; with your extended family, chavurah, or a group of friends; or in 
someone’s honor. 

Thanks in advance for your support of this project! Donations should be made payable to Congrega-
tion B’nai Israel, Memo: Len Maintenance Fund/Growing our Canopy. Please include the name(s) of do-
nors or honoree(s). 

mailto:susanarosenberg@gmail.com
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Social Action 

Immigration and Refugee Assistance Committee  

“Protect the stranger. … Love thy neighbor.” 

Immigration Assistance 

October and November were busy months for B’nai Israel volunteers supporting Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) recipients/“Dreamers.” We were phone banking at Sacramento Area  
Congregations Together (Sac ACT) for Justice and the Dream Act. With the help of the Latino-Jewish  
Forum, an informational session was held at CBI that discussed ways to support children of detained  
or deported parents. An Immigration Justice Shabbat with a follow-up URJ Dream Act National Call-In Day 
took place in early November. Several of our congregants have been trained through Sac ACT as La  
Migra legal observers. If you would like to participate in these activities or add your name to our e-mail 
list, please contact Maryann Rabovsky (mrabovsky@gmail.com) for more information. 

Refugee Assistance 

Refugee families continue to arrive in Sacramento and are in need of these Kitchen Kit items (which 
should be in new or near-new condition): 4 place settings of tableware (forks, knives, spoons),  
4 place settings of dishes (plates, bowls, cups), 1 cooking pot, 1 frying pan, 1 baking dish/bowl, 1 mixing/
serving bowl, 1 set of cooking utensils, 1 can opener, 1 large trash bin & trash bags, tea kettle & cutting 
board. Please contact Maryann Rabovsky (mrabovsky@gmail.com) if you would like to donate some or 
all of the kitchen items needed. 
 

Family Promise of Sacramento 

B’nai Israel – A Host Congregation 

Family Promise is a national nonprofit organization assisting 
low-income, homeless families in our community to secure  
permanent housing and develop the self-sufficiency required to 
make homelessness less likely to occur. Family Promise keeps  
families together through a community-based response. B’nai  
Israel, with its awesome volunteers, has been a part of this  
support system and a host congregation for the past eight years. 
       This is how the program works: During the day, for those family members not at work or school, the 
Family Promise Day Center offers a safe and secure haven with everything needed to feel at home. Each 
evening at 5:00 pm, Family Promise transports the families to host congregations for that week, where 
the family is provided a room with bedding, dinner (home-cooked by volunteer congregants), and then 
breakfast and a sack lunch. The host congregation offers a warm environment for the families and spends 
quality time with them and their children. Family Promise then transports the families back to the Day 
Center, to school, or to their jobs each morning at 7:00 am. There are many ways to help. 
       CBI will be hosting families for a week in April, so more details will follow as the date approaches. 
Our new 2017/18 CBI Family Promise Team is Helen Nusbaum, Maryann Rabovsky, Sharon Rogoff, and Sue 
Saunders. Family Promise volunteers are what make helping families possible, and providing this help is a 
wonderful mitzvah. It is your dedication and compassion that help the families overcome homelessness 
and graduate from Family Promise with a whole new attitude, a home, and a hope for the future. 
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Note: The first night 

of Chanukah is 

Tuesday, December 12. 

Women of B’nai Israel’s 
Jonas Goldman Judaica Gift Shop 

 
 

Come visit us for all your Chanukah needs – 
you won’t be disappointed! 

Extended Chanukah Hours 

 

Sunday, December 3  9:30am – 1:00pm 

Tuesday, December 5 2:00 - 5:30pm 

Sunday, December 10 9:30am – 1:00pm 

Monday, December 11 1:00 – 5:00pm 

Tuesday, December 12 2:00 - 5:30pm 

Thursday, December 14 1:00 – 5:00pm 

Friday, December 15  11:00am – 3:00pm 

Sunday, December 17  9:30am – 1:00pm 

Tuesday, December 19 2:00 - 5:30pm 

 

 

... to Dan Gorfain, who was honored by the 
Sacramento City Council on November 14 with the 
renaming of a section of the Great California Delta 
Trail (along the Sacramento River Parkway) as the 
"Dan Gorfain Trail." The City Council recognized Dan 
for his essential and substantial efforts in supporting 
the creation of the Great California Delta Trail. 

…to Judge Judy Holzer Hersher, who was recognized 
in the November 2017 issue of Sacramento Magazine 
as one of seven exceptional Sacramento women, 
with a deep desire to improve the community. The 
article noted the many community resources and 
organizations that she helped to create, including the 
Sacramento Area Hate Crimes Task Force and the 
Leonard M. Friedman Bar Association. She is currently 
serving as a judge for the Superior Court of 
Sacramento County.  

 

… to Barbara Colton on the birth of her grandson, 
Robert August Rahbar-Daniels, on September 8 (6 lb 
2 oz). Robert’s proud parents are Emily and Damon 
Rahbar-Daniels, and his big sisters are Colton and Sage. 

 

… to proud parents Michelle and Alex Greer, and 
proud grandparents Janice Spitzer and Gordon 
Gochenaur, on the birth of Emma Kenzie Greer on 
September 27 (7 lb 4 oz, 20 inches long). Emma’s 
Hebrew name is Aliza Bina bat Mir'yam Channah. 

 

… to Shirley and Skip Rosenbloom on the birth of 
their granddaughter, Alice Clara Rosenbloom, on 
October 7 in White Plains, NY (6 lb 10 oz). Alice’s 
proud parents are Aaron Rosenbloom and Lauren 
Franklin, and her big sister is Lucy Evelyn 
Rosenbloom. 

 

… to Susan Orton and Larry Friedman on the birth of 
their grandson, Arlo Solomon Cox, on October 11 in 
Reno (7 lb 9 oz). Arlo’s proud parents are Sarah 
Friedman and Wes Cox. 

 

… to John and Debbie Lewis on the birth of their 
granddaughter, Erin Blair Shaevel, on October 14 in 
Los Angeles (8 lb 9 oz). Erin’s proud parents are 
Jamie and Serena Shaevel. 

 

... to Rabbi Emeritus Lester Frazin on the birth of his 
first great-grandchild, Spencer Frazin-Chan. Spencer 
was born on November 7 to proud parents Rebecca 
and Kenneth Frazin-Chan, and was named after her 
great-grandmother Sherine Frazin, z”l. 

 
The Jonas Goldman Judaica Shop is now carry-

ing necklaces, bracelets, and small purses from the 
Bali Chai Collection, a fair trade women’s  
cooperative in Bali. As in previous years we’ll have 
fair trade gelt during the Chanukah season. In  
addition, we have beautiful jewelry and ritual items 
from Israeli and American Jewish craftspeople.  

Everything bought at the gift shop has the  
added advantage that our profits are used for  
tzedakah projects in our synagogue and the larger 
community. 

Bring Your Gelt to Buy Fair Trade 
Gelt and Other Delights 

Mazel Tov! 
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Neil Angelin  
Beloved congregant 

 

Sharon Crandell 
Beloved sister of Jane Orkand; 
sister–in-law of Steve Orkand; 

aunt of Rachel and David Orkand; 
great-aunt of Willa and Oliver Myers 

 

Sachiko Diver 
Beloved mother of Ileana Diver; 

mother-in-law of Fred Dobb; 
grandmother of Mayumi, Yukio, and Elena  

 

Lindsay Haynes 
Beloved granddaughter 

of Jodie Rubenstein and Sean Ward; 
niece of Catrina Rubenstein and Naomi Scott 

 

Norbert Jakobs  
Beloved uncle of Gary Jakobs and Kelley Tabor; 

great-uncle of Zane and Nate Jakobs  

 

Elizabeth Ann Johnson 
Beloved sister of Bill Hitchins; 
sister-in-law of Wilma Hitchins 

 

Shulamit bat Leah v'Arieh 
Beloved grandmother of Talia Kaufman; 
grandmother-in-law of Daniel Kaufman; 

great-grandmother of Mia and Eli Kaufman 

 

John Marvin Mannisto 
Beloved father of Brenda Schwartz; 
father-in-law of Bryan Heffelfinger; 

grandfather of Kylie and Bailey Schwartz 

 

Michael Jay Maslowski  
Beloved husband of Jason Lindo 

 

Jerry Meltzer 
Beloved uncle of Jonathan and Robin Meltzer, 

and of Deborah Meltzer  
 

Harry Arthur Nethery 
Beloved brother-in-law of Jim Simon  
and Anita Scuri; uncle of David Simon 

 

Terri Rubin 
Beloved wife of Preston Rubin; 

mother of Rachel and Benjamin Rubin 

 

Pheris Waithaka 
Beloved mother of Daveed Waithaka; 

grandmother of Daveed, Jr. and Ariel Waithaka 

 

Matty Whitt 
Beloved cousin of Liane and John Hall 

 

Shirley Wolfson 
Beloved grandmother of Josh Wolfson 

 

Thank You for Your Response to 
the High Holy Days Appeal 

By Bina Lefkovitz, President 
 

I am pleased to announce that we raised nearly 
$17,000 from the High Holy Days appeal this year. 
Thank you to those who contributed to our general 
operating funds to help us continue to provide quali-
ty programming and services to our members. 
      Board priorities for this year include the following:  

 Improve our security systems, update our ag-
ing facilities, and upgrade our technology. 

 Improve member experiences by implement-
ing a new member data base system (called 
“Shulcloud”) to make it easier to make online 
payments, renew membership pledges, or reg-
ister for Shabbat dinners and temple events. 

 Improve how we welcome and engage new 
members, and continue to find ways to build 
community among our diverse membership. 

 Develop a Religious School parent committee 
to provide input regarding Religious School 
programming and help engage parents more 
fully in our Religious School activities. 

 And, finally, improve the efficiency of our  
operations. 

If you haven’t yet responded to the High Holy 
Days appeal, it is not too late! We are always thankful 
for your contributions. We are particularly concerned 
about security, given recent anti-Semitic incidents at 
local congregations as well as national events. The 
cost of needed security upgrades is close to $40,000. 
We also have special funds that are in need of replen-
ishment, including Maintenance and Security, Reli-
gious School Scholarship, Youth Group Activities, 
Oneg Shabbat, Worship, and Caring Community, to 
name just a few. Donations to any of our funds can 
be made via our web page.  

Please read my monthly email updates to the con-
gregation about the actions and activities of your 
Board of Trustees, including how we are making pro-
gress toward our goals and also ensuring that we are 
being good financial stewards. 
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William and Sara Allen 

Margee and Kate Burch 

Matthew and Rachel Cohen  

Ali and Gabriel Cooper 

Matthew Duane and Inna Revzin 

Netta Duvdevany  

Allyson and Jeremy Broner-Evans 

Brian and Nicole Freedman  

Debra and Carl Hadigian  

Matt and Darra Henigan  

Robert and Julia Jackson  

 

Miriam Joffe-Block and Andrew McLeod 

Chad and Leah Kasin  

Elsa and Hormoz Khajavi  

Eric Levy and Amy Chen  

Robert and Genevieve Levy  

Marc and Kelly Manashil  

Suzanne Miller  

Eric and Denise Pereira  

Liorah and Ann Singerman  

Karol Trachtenberg  

Mariko Zelin and Nicole Sitkin 

 

We Welcome Our New Members! 

L’Dor V’Dor – From Generation to Generation 

Legacy Shabbat on Friday, December 1 

 

What does B’nai Israel mean to you, your family, and your friends, and what do 
you want for its future? Join us for the Legacy Shabbat on Friday, December 1, at 
7:30 pm. Hope Rabinovitz (pictured right) will give the drash, and the L’Dor V’Dor 
Legacy Circle members will be honored during the Shabbat service. A wonderful 
oneg will follow. 

L’Dor V’Dor …from generation to generation, Jews pass teachings, traditions, 
and community through the years and on into the future. Congregation B’nai Israel 
benefited from the groundwork laid by its 1849 founders that was built upon and 
expanded by each subsequent generation. As a result, B’nai Israel has a proud tra-
dition of worship, education, social action, friendship, and community. 

B’nai Israel’s Legacy Circle is made up of people who recognize and wish to 
continue B’nai Israel’s place in the hearts of its members and in the Sacramento Jewish community by 
providing for it in their estate planning. Other institutions call it planned or legacy giving. We at B’nai Isra-
el call it the L’Dor V’Dor Legacy Circle. 

Join the Legacy Circle by including B’nai Israel in your estate planning. Creating a legacy gift is 
something everyone can do. Consider leaving a percentage of your estate through a will or trust. Assign 
B’nai Israel as a beneficiary of a portion of your retirement fund or life insurance policy. Participation in 
the Legacy Circle does not require a minimum amount. Gifts come in many forms and amounts. There is 
no expectation of payment while you are living. There may be tax benefits to giving a gift. Consult with 
your financial planner or attorney for details on tax aspects. 

Be a building block. Create a legacy that sustains and expands B’nai Israel for future generations. You 
will honor the work of past generations and provide for the future generations of B’nai Israel. Take the 
first step by contacting Hope Rabinovitz at legacy@bnais.com for further information. 
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Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Ashes Investments in memory of Terri Rose Rubin 
Don Hughes and Andy Mudryk in memory of Michael Jay Maslowski, beloved husband of Jason Lindo 
Annette and Mike Kalamaras wishing a speedy recovery to Robert Dinsfriend 
Cecile Kentwortz Kaplan in honor of Betty Reuben 
Dorothy and Brian Landsberg in honor of Brian’s 80th birthday 
Todd and Paula Mendell in honor of Joan and Dan Gorfain’s 50th wedding anniversary 
Andrew Pierce, Nancy Levy, and Amanda Levy with appreciation to Rabbi Alfi for the shiva minyan for Jordan Silverberg  
Terry and Andee Press-Dawson 
Betty and Jack Reuben in appreciation of Rabbi Alfi’s leadership 
Celine Sankary in appreciation for, and a happy birthday to, Rabbi Alfi  
Martin and JoAnn Solov for the naming of their granddaughter, Hannah Jo Solov 
Amy Sherman with thanks for the break-the-fast 
Gretchen and Alan Steinberg in gratitude to Rabbi Alfi for Sasha’s Bat Mitzvah 
Janet Ulmer 

 

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund 
Ashes Investments in memory of Terri Rose Rubin 
Stephan Fukasawa and Carly Starr with thanks to Cantor Steinberg 
Dorothy and Brian Landsberg in honor of Brian’s 80th birthday 
Todd and Paula Mendell in honor of Sandy Lee for her leadership of Women of B’nai Israel, and for the birth of Morgan and Bruce 
Deutsch’s daughter, Avigail 
Betty and Jack Reuben for the beauty of Cantor Steinberg’s song and devotion 
Celine Sankary in appreciation for, and happy birthday to, Cantor Steinberg 
Gretchen and Alan Steinberg in gratitude to Cantor Steinberg for Sasha’s Bat Mitzvah 
Janet Ulmer  
 
 

Educator’s Discretionary Fund 
Vida and Gordon Adelman in memory of our son, Marcus Lee Adelman 
Gretchen and Alan Steinberg in gratitude to Denise Crevin for Sasha’s Bat Mitzvah 
 

Adult Education Enrichment Fund 
Terri and Jonathan Cristy in memory of Dr. Sharon Crandell, beloved sister of Jane Orkand, and in memory of Michael Maslowski, beloved 
husband of Jason Lindo 
Bonnie Penix in memory of Michael Maslowski, beloved husband of Jason Lindo  

 

Camp Shelanu Scholarship Fund 
Joseph Kress 
Davita Levin-Robinson and Seth Robinson in honor of the 75th birthdays and 50th anniversary of Joan and Dan Gorfain 
 
Caring Community Fund 
Elaine Altshul in memory of Esther Paitel, beloved mother of Dr. and Mrs. Diane Lubins and Roberta Paitel, and with heartfelt thanks to 
the kindhearted couple who helped me onto the bima at the Rosh Hashanah service 
Terri and Jonathan Cristy in memory of Lindsey Haynes, beloved granddaughter of Jodie Rubenstein and Sean Ward 
Anne and Hal Eisenberg in honor of Brian Landsberg’s 80th birthday 
Terri Gaines 
Jennifer and Todd Kaufman in memory of Michael Maslowski, beloved husband of Jason Lindo 
Alex Kelter and Mary Ann Misenhimer in memory of Lindsey Haynes, beloved granddaughter of Jodie Rubenstein and Sean Ward 
Thomas Leach and Cary Bricker 
Martha Moon and Judy Heiman 
Kent Newton and Bill Slaton 
Susan Orton and Larry Friedman in honor of Bob Dresser’s birthday 
Eve and David Panush 
Maryann and Dan Rabovsky 
Laurie and Monte Richardson 
Sue and Alan Saunders 
Katherine Severson in honor of Sandy Kaufman and Ann Soloway’s years of dedicated service to Family Promise 
Celine Sankary 
Gale and Steven Short 
Richard Teich in honor of our community 
Barbara and Michael Ullman  
Nanette and Kent Wong 

We Thank Our Contributors 

Continued on page 19 
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Carl Naluai, Jr. Music Fund 
Roz Benkle in honor of the choir’s hard work and in honor of Ken Henderson’s birthday  
Jean Ismail in memory of Michael Maslowski, beloved husband of Jason Lindo 
Betty and Jack Reuben in memory of Michael Maslowski, beloved husband of Jason Lindo 

General/Yahrzeit Fund 
Vida and Gordon Adelman for the yahrzeit of Matt Adelman 
Elaine Berghausen and David Brubaker in memory of Dr. Sharon Crandell, beloved sister of Jane Orkand; in memory of Michael Maslowski, 
beloved husband of Jason Lindo; and in memory of Lindsey Haynes, beloved granddaughter of Jodie Rubenstein and Sean Ward 
Barry Kaufman in thanks for the High Holy Days services 
Bernie Marks and Rytina Cleaners for donations to provide for the dry cleaning of High Holy Days robes and Torah covers 
Betty and Jack Reuben for the yahrzeit of Ernestine Salter, beloved mother of Betty Reuben 
Eileen and Howard Sarasohn in honor of Brian Landsberg’s 80th birthday 

Interfaith Committee Fund 
Alex Kelter and Mary Ann Misenhimer in memory of Lindsey Haynes, beloved granddaughter of Jodie Rubenstein and Sean Ward 

 Israeli Dancing Fund  
Israeli Dance Group in memory of Selma Gordon 
Judi and Glenn Gordon 
Judi Gordon in gratitude to Glenn for the best 22 years of my life! 

Oneg Shabbat Fund 
Robin and Jonathan Meltzer in memory of Henrietta Meltzer, beloved mother of Jonathan Meltzer, and in memory of Michael Maslowski, 
beloved husband of Jason Lindo 
Patrick Touch 
 
Refugee Assistance Fund 
Jennifer and Todd Kaufman in honor of Brian Landsberg’s 80th birthday 
Betty and Jack Reuben in memory of Lindsey Haynes, beloved granddaughter of Jodie Rubenstein and Sean Ward 

Religious School Scholarship Fund 
Jean Ismail in memory of Lindsey Haynes, beloved granddaughter of Jodie Rubenstein and Sean Ward 
Eileen Jacobowitz and Eric Wiesenthal  

Schwartz Choir Fund 
David Schwartz 
 
Shirley Seave Scholar-in-Residence Fund 
Eileen and Howard Sarasohn in memory of Dr. Sharon Crandell, beloved sister of Jane Orkand 

Social Action Fund 
Bruce Berg in honor of Ken Henderson’s 75th birthday 
Eleanor and Jerry Mitchell in memory of Dr. Sharon Crandell, beloved sister of Jane Orkand, and in memory of Lindsey Haynes, beloved 
granddaughter of Jodie Rubenstein and Sean Ward 
Betty and Jack Reuben in memory of Dr. Sharon Crandell, beloved sister of Jane Orkand, and in honor of Bob Dresser’s birthday  
Eileen and Howard Sarasohn in memory of Michael Maslowski, beloved husband of Jason Lindo 
Jo Anne Silber in honor of Betty Reuben’s birthday 

Sosnick Library Fund 
Roz Benkle in memory of Lindsey Haynes, beloved granddaughter of Jodie Rubenstein and Sean Ward; in memory of Dr. Sharon Crandell, 
beloved sister of Jane Orkand; and in memory of Michael Maslowski, beloved husband of Jason Lindo 

Weinberg Godparent Fund 
Doris Pittell in memory of her darling Bud, on his fifth yahrzeit 

Women Feed the Hungry Fund 
Anonymous donation in memory of Lindsey Haynes, beloved granddaughter of Jodie Rubenstein and Sean Ward 

Worship Fund 
Patrick Touch 

  

We Thank Our Contributors 

Donations listed as of November 1, 2017.To make a donation to any of these funds or to receive a full listing of all the funds 

available, please contact our office at 916-446-4861 or operations@bnais.com, or visit our website at www.bnais.com. Thank you! 
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4221 Manzanita Avenue, Carmichael, CA 95608  

P: 916.482.8080  F: 916-482-2009 

cporter@lindbrotherssacramento.com  

www.lindbrotherssacramento.com  

Lind Brothers 
 

 

A Family Owned Funeral Home  
and Crematory Since 1964 
 

 

Our practices are grounded in the unshakable belief 

in the sanctity of human life, the dignity of the  

person,and the emotional and spiritual needs of the 

mourners. 

 

Our commitment is to help you and your family 

make a decision that truly makes a difference 

both financially and spiritually.  

Susan C. Hill, Attorney  
& Counselor at Law  

President,  
Hill Law Offices, PC 
700 University Ave,  

Ste 130, Sacramento, CA   
(916) 568-0212 

SusanHill@HLO-PC.com 
www.HLO-PC.com  
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       The Jewish Federation 
Leisure League welcomes 
everyone 55+ and their 
younger family members and 
friends, affiliated or not, at any 
of the events. $5 includes 
lunch and entertainment. RSVP please for food planning, 
or with questions and entertainment suggestions, to 
Deborah Meltzer at leisureleague@jewishsac.org, or call 
510-524-9561.  

 

Wednesday, December 6, noon - 2:00pm, Temple Or 
Rishon, 7755 Hazel Ave., Orangevale 

The Jane Thompson Trio! – Featuring Jane Thompson on 
string bass and Jon Spivack and Ken Billeci on electric 
guitar, the Jane Thompson Trio is an instrumental jazz 
combo that draws its inspiration from a variety of musical 
genres, including jazz, Latin, blues, swing, and pop. 
Whether it’s Ellington, Bacharach, Mancini,  Brubeck, or a 
host of others, this band always adds its unique stamp of 
creativity to every piece it plays, and never fails to satisfy. 

 

Thursday, December 28, noon - 2:00pm, Albert Einstein 
Residence Center, 1935 Wright St., Sacramento, AND 
Wednesday, January 10, noon - 2:00pm, Temple Or 
Rishon, 7755 Hazel Ave., Orangevale 

Warm Up at Leisure League in  
December and January 

Tickle Those Keys, With Some Singing, Please! -- Mark 
Stivers has played keyboard with virtually every arts group 
in Sacramento, from the Symphony and Ballet to the Opera 
and Choral Society, and for 23 seasons with the Music Circus. 
He ain’t too shabby in styles ranging from jazz to tango, 
either, and his ticklin’ of the old ivories is always a crowd-
pleaser. Peter Petty sang with the Sacramento Opera for 
eight seasons, and has performed as an actor and vocalist in 
and around California’s Central Valley region for more than 
two decades. He is the singing, swinging bandleader of his 
own 13-piece band Peter Petty & His Titans of Terpsichord, 
and currently serves on the board of the Sacramento 
Preparatory Music Academy. 

 

Thursday, January 25, noon - 2:00pm, Albert Einstein 
Residence Center, Sacramento 

Violinist Eugene Nisman! – Eugene Nisman is a consummate 
violinist who has performed with symphony orchestras in 
Europe and the United States for over 35 years. He plays 
with exquisite artistry, drawing out the instrument’s 
versatility with precision and sensitivity, whether he is 
playing popular classic, Jewish, Klezmer, or any other style 
from his vast repertoire. Eugene says, “I play whatever my 
audiences like to hear,” so come and be prepared to request 
your favorites! 
 

Leisure League is funded by The Trust Fund for the Jewish 
Elderly and The Jewish Federation of the Sacramento 
Region. 

Jewish Genealogical Society of Sacramento 

 

Sunday, December 17, 10:00 am 
"Polish Research and JRI-Poland" – Robinn Magid 

Robinn Magid is a longtime board member of JRI-Poland (Jewish Records Indexing - Poland) and the 
co-chair of the international genealogy conference (IAJGS) set for next August in Warsaw, Poland. 
Whether you plan to attend the conference or not, this program will give you a chance to learn more 
about JRI-Poland, whose geographic reach includes the current and former territories of Poland, includ-
ing places now in Belarus, Lithuania, Ukraine, and even Germany. 

JRI-Poland is the largest fully searchable Jewish records database accessible online. There are more 
than 5 million records from more than 550 Polish towns now indexed or fully extracted. Robinn will  
explain and update what's going on with JRI-Poland in the field and online. 

Robinn Magid, who lives in the Bay Area, is the project coordinator for JRI-Poland's Lublin Archives 
Project encompassing 90 towns. In July 2017 she received a medal from the City of Lublin for her work. 
Sunday, January 21, 10:00 am 
“Trip to Hamburg” – Diane Weber 

All are welcome to attend the December 17 and January 21 meetings at the Einstein Center,  
1935 Wright Street, Sacramento. For more information on the JGSS, email mortrumberg1@earthlink.net. 
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Congregation B’nai Israel 

3600 Riverside Boulevard 

Sacramento, CA 95818 

 

 

 

Time Dated Material 

Or deliver to current resident 
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U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID PERMIT 

No. 311 

Koleinu Our Voice 
Phone  916.446.4861 

Fax  916.446.2875 
www.bnais.com 

 

Rabbi Mona Alfi, Senior Rabbi, RabbiAlfi@bnais.com 
Rabbi Lester A. Frazin, Rabbi Emeritus 

Cantor Julie Steinberg, Jsteinberg50@gmail.com 
Leslie Oberst, Executive Director, execdir@bnais.com 

Denise Crevin, Education Administrator, Dcrevin@bnais.com  
-  -  -  -  - 

President, Bina Lefkovitz, blefkovitz@gmail.com 
Past-President, Alan M. Steinberg, gomachfive@gmail.com 

VP Finance, Diego Horenstein, diego.horenstein@gmail.com 
VP Administration, Elizabeth Landsberg, deanberg@sbcglobal.net 

VP Education, Greg Hubbs, gregwhubbs@gmail.com 
VP Facilities, Stan Wallin, jstanleywallin@gmail.com 

VP Membership, Davita Levin-Robinson, davita827@hotmail.com 
Chief Financial Officer, Joel Schwartz, joel@joelschwartz.com  

Secretary, Eileen Jacobowitz, ejacobowitz@comcast.net 
Timothy Zeff, General Counsel, zeffdj@aol.com 

 

-  -  -  -  - 

Koleinu Staff 
Editor: Terri Cristy, koleinu@bnais.com 

Layout & Design: Abbie Blackman 
 

There is a 350-word limit on articles for the Koleinu. Deadline for  
all issues is the first day of the month preceding the publication date. 
The Koleinu is published bimonthly: Dec/Jan; Feb/Mar; Apr/May; 
June/Jul; Aug/Sept; Oct/Nov. Please send your articles to 
koleinu@bnais.com in a Word document.  

 

     Advertising in the Koleinu  is easy! Please contact Abbie at  
communications@bnais.com for more information, including rates.  

Adults $14, if reserved by the Wednesday before 2nd Shabbes; $16 after Wednesday.   
Meals are complimentary for children 12 & under.  RSVP to the office at 916-446-4861 

Please mail your payment to:  
Congregation B’nai Israel , please see address below. Thank you. 

            December Menu   
 Chicken with apple-mustard sauce 
 Orzo with pesto 
 Blistered green beans with almonds 
 Baby greens with red wine vinaigrette 

2nd Shabbes Dinner at CBI, Fridays, December 8 and January 12 

Congregation B’nai Israel 
3600 Riverside Blvd., 

Sacramento, CA 95818  
www.bnais.com   
916.446.4861 

Fax: 916.446.2875 

            January Menu   
 Chicken souvlaki 
 Lemon rice 
 Shredded romaine with cherry tomatoes and 
 tahini dressing  
 Rainbow vegetables 

 

 


