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 Purim Carnival  
Sunday, March 8 

 
 

Come in costume!  

Opens at noon for Grades 3 & under, 

at 12:30 pm for Grades 4 & up 

   $20 all-access wristband 

  $15 each additional child in family 

   Kids under 3 & adults are free 

Wristbands can be purchased at  
cbisacramento.org/event/carnival20 

The Music of Irving Berlin  

Purim Dinner,  

Megillah Reading, 

& Purimspiel  

Monday, March 9 

5:30 pm Pasta Dinner  

Confirmation Class Fundraiser! 

cbisacramento.org/event/purim20 

Adults: $16; Kids: $10; 3 and under: FREE 
 

6:30 pm Megillah Reading  

  

7:00 pm Purimspiel  

 

 

“Queen Esther at the Oy Vey Corral” 
 

All  a ct ivit ies  take  pla ce  in  Socia l  Hall .  

A B ’nai  Israel  Choir  Cabaret  

Saturday, April 4 

CBI Social Hall, Curtain at 7:00 pm 

Tickets: $20 advance, $25 at door  

Read more on page 16! 

PASSOVER 
SEDER 

Thursday, April 9 
5:00 pm   

 

Purchase tickets at: 

 

cbisacramento.org/event/passover20 
 

See flyer insert for details. 

SAVE the DATE! 

May   2  ▪6 :30pm  
Read more on page 15! 
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SERVICES AND TORAH STUDY 
 
FRIDAY, MARCH 6 
7:30 pm   Shabbat Service 
 
SATURDAY, MARCH 7 
9:00 am   Torah Study 
10:30 am  Mini Minyan 
10:30 am   Shabbat Morning Service 

 Bar Mitzvah of Ryan Hirschensohn 
 
FRIDAY, MARCH 13 
6:00 pm  Tot Shabbat Service with 1st grade 
   participation in the service 
6:30 pm  Second Shabbes Dinner 
7:30 pm   Shabbat Service with 4th grade  
   participation in the service 
 
SATURDAY, MARCH 14 
9:00 am   Torah Study 
10:30 am  Shabbat Morning Service 
   B’nai Mitzvah of Ben and Sarah Davids 
  
FRIDAY, MARCH 20 
7:30 pm   Shabbat Service honoring the 
    Women of B’nai Israel  
       
SATURDAY, MARCH 21 
9:00 am    Torah Study  
10:30 am  Kavanah Shabbat Morning Service 
                     
FRIDAY, MARCH 27 
7:00 pm  Shabbat Meditation 
7:30 pm   Shabbat Service 

 
SATURDAY, MARCH 28 
9:00 am   Torah Study  
10:30 am   Shabbat Morning Service 
                    Bar Mitzvah of Mikhail Grunwald  

 

 
 

 
FRIDAY, APRIL 3  
7:30 pm   Shabbat Service 
 
SATURDAY, APRIL 4  
9:00 am   Torah Study 
10:30 am  Mini Minyan 
10:30 am  Shabbat Morning Service 
                    Bat Mitzvah of Harper Barankin 
 
THURSDAY, APRIL 9 
5:00 pm  Second Night Community Passover Seder 
 
FRIDAY, APRIL 10  
6:00 pm  Tot Shabbat Service  
6:30 pm  Second Shabbes Dinner 
7:30 pm   Shabbat Service 
 
SATURDAY, APRIL 11  
9:00 am  Torah Study 
10:30 am Kavanah Shabbat Morning Service 
 
FRIDAY, APRIL 17 
7:30 pm   Shabbat Service 
 
SATURDAY, APRIL 18 
9:00 am   Torah Study  
10:30 am  Shabbat Morning Service  
   Bar Mitzvah of Ben Brosnan  
     
FRIDAY, APRIL 24  
7:00 pm   Shabbat Meditation 
7:30 pm   Shabbat Service  
 
SATURDAY, APRIL 25 
9:00 am  Torah Study 
10:30 am  Shabbat Morning Service 
                    Bar Mitzvah of Jacob Makarczyk 
 

Worship 
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 Mazel Tov To Our B’nai Mitzvah Students 

Ryan Hirschensohn, March 7 

Benjamin and Sarah Davids, March 14 

Shalom, my name is Ryan Hirschensohn. I’m an 8th grader at Elizabeth Pinkerton Middle 
School in Elk Grove. Besides spending time with my family, I enjoy playing video games with 
friends and listening to music. I have one older brother, Dylan, and a dog named Burke. 
 For my mitzvah project, as it relates to my Torah portion, I’m going to be  
volunteering time to help do miscellaneous projects around the temple such as  
general cleanup, helping to polish silver, and other tasks. 
 My family and I hope to see you at my bar mitzvah on March 7. 

Hi, my name is Mikhail Grunwald. I’m in the 7th grade at Cal Middle School. My  
favorite activities are hanging out with my friends, drama class, video games, and target practice. 

For my mitzvah project, I helped with dinner and by hanging out with the young  
people during Family Promise at B’nai Israel. Family Promise helps people who are homeless by 
giving them a place to eat and sleep for a week. I spent three dinners at Family Promise, helped 
with setting the table and doing the dishes, and even joined in a football game. 

Mikhail Grunwald, March 28 

Hi. Sarah and Benjamin here. Our b’nai mitzvah is on March 14. 
 We are in the 7th grade at Paso Verde School in Natomas. When we aren’t in 
school (or studying for our b’nai mitzvah), there’s lots we like to do for fun. 
Benjamin loves music, sports, and photography. Sarah loves reading, drawing, 
photography, and spending time with her cats. 
 Our mitzvah project is focusing on taking care of our environment. Our 
action item was going out to help the Sacramento Tree Foundation in early February to plant trees to help provide 
shade and improve local trails. 

(B’nai mitzvah students continued on next page) 

My name is Harper Barankin, and on April 4 I will be celebrating my bat mitzvah. I moved 
to Washington, DC, when I was 11 after studying at B’nai Israel since 3rd grade. As much as it 
was fun to experience DC, meet new people, and live in a city that recognizes Jewish holidays 
as real holidays, I was very happy to come back to Sacramento last summer. Because I knew 
(or at least hoped) that we would be moving back to California, I chose to wait to have my bat 
mitzvah until I came back. 

I know this may be a subject of controversy for many people my age, but I love school. I go 
to Sutter Middle School, so that probably has something to do with it. I especially enjoy debate because I am an 
argumentative person by nature. Outside of school, I enjoy swimming (competitively and recreationally), soccer, 
guitar, and playing with my dog. 

For my mitzvah project I am supporting various groups that support the rights of immigrants. I chose this  
because I think it is a pressing issue and because I think that a big part of Judaism is helping the stranger…for we 
once were strangers. 

Harper Barankin, April 4 
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Worship 

Ben Brosnan, April 18 

Hi, my name is Ben Brosnan and I am a 7th grader at Oliver Wendell Holmes Junior High 
School in Davis. I enjoy reading, playing video and board games, and playing with my dog 
Marley. 
 For my mitzvah project, I have been collecting money to provide a hot meal and out-
reach supplies for clients of Harm Reduction Services, a Sacramento agency that works 
with unhoused, marginalized, and at-risk individuals. So stop by the sweet-treat table by 
the trees and Shalom bike rack to purchase some mouthwatering yummy homemade 
sweets on Sundays to help me achieve my mitzvah goal.  
 I hope you will join my friends and family at my bar mitzvah on April 18. 

Hello, my name is Jacob Makarczyk. I am a 7th grader at Sutter Middle School. I like to 
read and play video games in my free time. 

For my mitzvah project, I am donating to the National Psoriasis Foundation (NPF). NPF 
is a nonprofit organization with a mission to drive efforts to cure psoriasis and improve 
the lives of people with it. NPF has become the leading patient advocacy group for more 
than 8 million Americans living with psoriasis. 

I can’t wait to see you at my bar mitzvah on April 25! 

Jacob Makarczyk, April 25 

MAZEL TOV TO OUR B’NAI MITZVAH STUDENTS 

All are invited to attend Shabbat Morning Services.  

I am in the 7th grade at A.M. Winn Waldorf School. In my free time I like to listen to  
music, draw, read, and paint. My favorite sport is roller derby and I am on the Junior Roller 
Derby team. I have four siblings, Serenity, Alleyha, Michael, and Angelyna. 

For my b'nai mitzvah project I am making paper puppets for Pesach. I will sell them to 
raise money for Family Promise. Family Promise is an organization that helps people who are 
homeless (and people who don't have a lot of money). I chose to raise money for Family 
Promise because I want to help people succeed in life, especially people who are homeless. 

As part of my becoming b’nai mitzvah, I’m leading a Pesach seder on April 12.  

Ezra/Estrella Burch, April 11 
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Our 170th Year Is Flying By!! 
 
This 170th year of Congregation 
B’nai Israel continues to be  
exhilarating, with many activities 
to celebrate this milestone. On 
Sunday, January 12, I thoroughly 

enjoyed our Confirmation Class reunion. Even 
though I wasn’t confirmed at B’nai Israel, I knew 
many of the people and learned much more about 
their and our congregation’s history. Some of the 
attendees were from classes as early as the 1940s! 
A group of confirmands was able to remember 
and perform several songs from their Purimspiel 
play and other events, which was amazing. So 
many wonderful memories were shared. My 
thanks to the organizers of this reunion brunch – 
Elizabeth Landsberg, Leslie Oberst, and Jen 
Stoecklein – as well as to Marc Koenigsberg and 
Dorothy Landsberg, the co-chairs of the 170th  
Anniversary Committee overseeing the many  
celebrations. 

On Friday, January 17, Rabbi Rick Jacobs,  
President of the Union for Reform Judaism (URJ), 
joined us for our Social Justice Shabbat. He gave a 
drash on “Faithfully Pursuing Justice,” recognizing 
our work in this area, and helped us honor our 
own congregant (and past president) Jennifer 
Kaufman, who was recently installed as the Chair 
of the URJ’s North American Board of Trustees 
during the URJ Biennial in Chicago last December. 
(Some side notes on the Biennial itself: about 25 
people from our community were there to  
participate and support Jennifer’s installation.  
Also recognized at the Biennial, in front of over 
5,000 attendees, was our own Lucy Beckett and 
all involved with Camp Nefesh, B’nai Israel’s free 
summer camp for refugee children.) 

On Monday, January 20, I joined members of 
both B’nai Israel and the Sisterhood of Salaam 
Shalom as we marched to honor Dr. Martin Luther 
King and his accomplishments. It was extremely 
uplifting to be part of this well-attended march 
along with with our B’nai Israel family. 

Our 170th anniversary celebrations included a 

President’s Message 
recent weekend focusing on our community’s  
history. On Saturday, February 29, scholar-in-
residence Dr. Ava Kahn showed a documentary film 
and discussed how the Jewish community settled 
in Sacramento and eventually formed our  
congregation. On Sunday, March 1, a tour of the 
Home of Peace Cemetery provided yet more  
information about the history of Sacramento’s  
Jewish community. (If these events haven’t  
happened by the time you read this, please join us 
for one or both!) 

Coming up on Sunday, March 29, is a  
presentation by the Reverend Alice Baber-Banks, a 
leader regarding social justice in Sacramento who 
grew up in the South. She will share some of her 
rich background with us as one of the many  
pre-tour activities leading up to our Civil Rights 
Tour of the South in early May, organized by Judy 
Heiman, Martha Moon, and Lynn Berkley-Baskin  
(of Sacramento Faces Race and the NAACP  
Executive Committee). 

We also look forward to our upcoming Down 
and Dusty (the 170th anniversary version of the 
Down and Derby) on Saturday, May 2. Please don’t 
miss this fabulous Gold Rush experience! (More  
information on p. 15.) It is wonderful to have so 
many activities and programs here at B’nai Israel!! 

Shalom, 
Greg Hubbs, President 

Watch for the email we will send 
out in  March asking you to  

update your mail  
preferences in ShulCloud.   

We will be asking you to choose 
which emails/mail you want to 
receive. Thank you for taking 

time to make these  
updates to your account.  

Make your inbox work for you!  



6 

 

Brotherhood  

FROM THE BROTHERHOOD PRESIDENT 

Josh Mastronarde 
 

Brotherhood News 

 

When I was growing up on the east coast, the proverb “March comes in like a lion and 
goes out like a lamb” was pretty accurate. February ended still bitter cold with snow 
and ice, while April usually started with more sunny and mild days. I remember going to Purim services 
as a kid wearing a heavy coat and gloves, and yet ending Passover with a nice walk to an ice cream shop 
near our synagogue where the rabbi treated us to some leavened cones (let’s see if Rabbi Alfi reads 
this!). While the weather isn’t (usually) as dramatically varied here in Sacramento, the spring Jewish 
holidays still feel like a nice bridge from the fog and rain (we hope) of the winter to the sun and fun, but 
not yet the heat, of the summer. 

Brotherhood began the year by catering three b’nai mitzvah luncheons. We had a fun Boyz’ Night 
Out at the Yard House at DOCO, got a group together to go skiing, and led a Mitzvah Day cleanup in the 
kitchen and the ramp area behind. 

Upcoming Brotherhood activities: 
• Brotherhood Shabbat is Friday, May 1, including presentation of the Man of the Year award. 
• Cigars and Scotch III has a date! Join us on Saturday, May 9, for a fun afternoon of camaraderie 

and education. See the ad below for details, and register at https://www.cbisacramento.org/
form/cigars-scotch-2020.html. 

• We will cater several more b’nai mitzvah luncheons. 
• We’ll continue our ongoing Achim discussions, hold another Boyz’ Night Out, and slip into the 

kitchen for a shot after First Friday Shabbat services. 
If you haven’t joined or renewed your membership yet, it’s not too late! Please do so today at 

https://www.cbisacramento.org/form/brotherhood19-20. 

Sunday, May 9 ▪ 2:30 – 6:30 pm 

Details and RSVP:  

cbisacramento.org/brotherhood/

form/cigars-scotch-2020.html 
Organized by the CBI Brotherhood 

https://www.cbisacramento.org/brotherhood
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Women of B’nai Israel 

FROM THE WOMEN OF B’NAI ISRAEL PRESIDENT 

 

Eve Panush 

 

Memories Can Be Beautiful … 
 
I am sure many of us have experienced that weird mix of emotions when looking 

through old family photos and scrapbooks – sadness when we see the faces of those 
loved ones whom we have lost, cringing embarrassment at our youthful hairstyles 
and clothes (Farah Fawcett hair and elephant bell bottom pants?), smiles when we see the adorable 
baby photos – those bits of paper embody life’s ups and downs.  

Thanks to the efforts of Deborah Gordon, one of CBI’s archivists, I recently had the experience of 
looking through the “family” history of the Women of B’nai Israel. In so doing I had a rush of similar 
emotions – pride in the various women’s organizations that have preceded us and their importance to 
the vitality of our synagogue, and sadness in seeing the names of those women who are no longer with 
us. Some of these women were an inspiration and are honored in the various funds and programs that 
we sponsor: (Sophie) Price Campership Awards and the (Julie) Nathan Leadership Fund. However, I must 
admit that, as a feminist, I felt somewhat miffed when I read the meeting minutes and speeches and saw 
that all of the married women were referred to using their husbands’ first names rather than their own 
(Mrs. Chaim Yankel, for example, instead of Mrs. Yenta Yankel). 

When I was doing this research in our archives, I found that the women of this congregation have 
been active on behalf of our temple for more than 162 years! The Ladies Hebrew Benevolent Society, 
founded in March 1858, was the organization that called upon the congregations to help the men raise 
funds necessary for temple maintenance. The more things change, the more they stay the same!!! 

We hope to share our history with all of you at the Women of B’nai Israel annual Shabbat service on 
Friday, March 20, in conjunction with the celebration of the 170th anniversary of our congregation. All 
members are invited to attend and be recognized during the service for their support of Women of B’nai 
Israel. The Brotherhood has graciously offered to sponsor the oneg, as they have in previous years, and it 
has always been deliciously amazing!  

Please join us on March 20 to celebrate the continued achievements of the women of our 
congregation – it’s Women’s History Month and you can be part of it! 

 
The Women of B’nai Israel at the Women’s March  
Sacramento. We marched together in solidarity to  
support equal rights, compassion, and respect. 

A fun and successful Mitzvah Day project. The Women 
of B’nai Israel hosted a “Swap Sale” that raised more 
than $1,000 for Planned Parenthood educational 
 programs.  
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Women of B’nai Israel 

Women of B’nai Israel Events 
 

Board Meetings: Mondays, March 16 and April 10, 
6:00 – 8:00 pm in the CBI Conference Room. All  
members are invited to attend.  

 

Book Discussion Group: Wednesday, March 25,  
7:00 pm in the Sosnick Library. We will be discussing 
House of Gold by Natasha Solomons. 

 

Girls’ Night Out: Thursday, March 26, 6:00 pm. Join 
your Women of B’nai Israel friends for a relaxing  
evening of dinner and good conversation.  
Restaurant to be announced. 

 

Save the Date for Mah Jongg Fun Day! Thursday,  
April 23: check-in at 10:30 am, play 11:00 am to 3:30 pm 
(lunch included), in the CBI Social Hall. 

 Cost: $40 per person to benefit the Price  
Campership Fund and other Women of B’nai Israel  
programs. In addition, we are featuring a basket  
auction with special gifts. Raffle tickets for the auction 
are six for $5, 15 for $10, or two arms’ long for $20! 
Please bring your own mah jongg set and let us know 
who you will be sitting with. If you don’t have a table, 
we will arrange one for you.  
 Send payment (checks payable to Women of B’nai 
Israel) by April 16 to Peggy Goldstein, 5516 Rogers 
Street, Davis, CA, 95618. If you wish to pay by credit 
card go to https://donorbox.org/mah-jongg-fun-day. 
Questions? Contact Peggy Goldstein at  
taragold44@aol.com 
 
Save the Date for “Aging to Sageing”: Sunday,  
May 17 (afternoon), in the CBI Social Hall. More  
information to follow. 

Get Ready for Pesach by  
Visiting the Gift Shop 

The first night of Pesach is Wednesday, April 
8.  And the Jonas Goldman Judaica Shop can help 
with all of your Pesach needs. The shop is stocked 
with a myriad of children’s Pesach books and 
Haggadot. All children’s Pesach books are 15% off, 
and selected Haggadot are 50% off. 
 Keep the children busy at your seder table 
with activity books, stickers, puzzles, plague kits 
and masks, jumping frogs, and walking matzo 
balls. We have a wide selection of Pesach items, 
including seder and matzah plates, Elijah and  
Miriam cups, matzah and afikoman bags,  
tablecloths and napkins, and hostess gifts. 
 In addition to our wonderful Pesach collection, 
come see our new selection of jewelry, mezuzot,  
carved wooden boxes, unique tzedakah boxes,  
Kiddush cups, limited-edition tallit sets, and so 
much more. 
 We’d love to assist you in choosing special 
gifts for simchahs. We also have wedding and 
b’nai mitzvah registries. Please visit the shop on 
Tuesdays from 2:00 to 5:30 pm or on Sundays 
from 9:30 am to 1:00 pm, when Religious School 
is in session. If you have questions or need an  
appointment, please call Jane Orkand at 916-365-
5579. 

SAVE the DATE! 
The 2020 Women of 
B’nai Israel Art Tour  

is Sunday, May 31. 

 

Stay tuned  
for details! 

The first night of Passover is 

Wednesday, April 8! 
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Youth and Family Education 

 

DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION 

Denise Crevin 

 

Spring Beginnings 
 

As a Jewish educator, my life and my work are informed by the cycle of the  
Jewish calendar. Our holidays and the flow of Jewish time provide me with an  
annually repeating framework and intention for our education programs. The Jewish 
calendar tells us when to work and when to rest, and differentiates special days from ordinary ones. 
While aware of the cycle of our secular calendar and its seasons, for me it mostly sits in the background 
until this time of year – when spring is upon us. 

In doing some research about the structure of the Jewish calendar, I read that the biblical law, 
“Observe the month of Aviv and offer a Passover sacrifice to the Eternal your G-d” (Deuteronomy 16:1) 
establishes how we regulate the Jewish calendar. Passover must fall every year in the spring at the time 
of Aviv (meaning “spring”) – and once the time of Passover is established, the dates of all subsequent 
festivals are determined. A holiday that takes place during spring sets the rhythm of our Jewish year, 
which seems fitting since spring is the season of new beginnings. 

Judaism provides endless ways to transform the ordinary into the sacred. Shabbat and our holidays 
make certain days special by linking them to important moments in our history or to important  
concepts of our faith. But every day offers us the gift of being something we can choose to make  
special. So, as spring and warmer weather approach, I am looking forward to Purim, Passover, and  
other holiday observances but also to every day and what it can bring. 

BISY News  
By Heidi Grijnsztein, Communications Vice President 
 

January and February were filled with great BISY events! We had a great turnout for our roller skating 
event in January, and the evening was full of making friends and trying very hard not to fall down. Our  
potluck in February was nice and simple. We ate delicious food surrounded by the best company. We ended 
with Havdalah and a small song session which gave all the attendees some time to appreciate our time  
together and feel connected to one another. 

Keep your eyes open for details about our upcoming events, including the Purim Shul-in and Carnival on 
March 7-8 and the Matzo Ball in April. The carnival will be after Religious School on Sunday, March 8, and 

will be filled with fan-favorite carnival games, a 
bounce house, and awesome prizes! The Matzo 
Ball, a semi-formal dance, is open to all Sacramento 
area youth, and will be held on Saturday, April 11, 
with more information to come! 
 We hope to see all of you at our upcoming 
events! Be on the lookout for our posts on social 
media, Keren’s weekly emails, and texts from your 
grade rep for more details about our events. If you 
have any questions, comments, or concerns, please 
contact Gabi Laxer, our president, at 
bisybees1@gmail.com, or Keren Hammill, our  

                    advisor, at kesher@bnais.com. BISY teens gather for a fun night of  roller skating  



10 

 

Adult Education                                              Israel Committee 

Lifelong Jewish Learning –  
March and April 

March 
“You Shall Not Suffer a Sorceress to Live": Magical 
Practices in Judaism ▪ Dr. Susan Aguilar and Jason Lindo 
Saturday, March 7, 7:00 – 8:30 pm, Chapel 
 Did you grow up being warned to avoid the ayin hara 
(the evil eye)? Do you always close books that have been 
left open or bring salt to a new home? These are just a few 
of the traditional Jewish customs that have their roots in 
magical beliefs and practices. The Torah is quite explicit: 
magic is forbidden. Closer study, however, reveals that 
belief in magic and the use of magical practices have  
pervaded much of Jewish life throughout history. How 
does the Talmud reconcile this contradiction? What folk 
traditions persisted in spite of rabbinic teachings? Join  
Dr. Susan Aguilar and Jason Lindo for their second  
presentation on magical practices in Jewish culture. 

 

Religious Ethics in the 21st Century ▪ Rabbi Mona Alfi 
Tuesday, March 10, noon – 1:00 pm, Library 

Rabbi Alfi tackles some of the toughest issues of  
Jewish ethics as applied to modern life. We discuss  
politics, economics, Israel, Jewish communal relations, 
and many other issues. To request or suggest a topic, 
please e-mail Rabbi Alfi with ideas. Drop-ins and  
newcomers are welcome! Bring a brown bag lunch. 
(Note: no Religious Ethics on March 24.) 

 

Achim: A Discussion Group for Men ▪ Dr. Glenn Hammel 
and the Brotherhood 
Sunday, March 15, 7:00 – 8:30 pm, Chapel 

Achim is the Hebrew word for “brothers,” and this 
group is a forum for education, facilitated discussion,  
contemplation, and camaraderie, led by Dr. Glenn  
Hammel, Ph.D. and Rebbitzen. 

 

April 
Religious Ethics in the 21st Century ▪ Rabbi Mona Alfi 
Tuesdays, April 14 and 28, noon – 1:00 pm, Library 

 

Achim: A Discussion Group for Men ▪ Dr. Glenn Hammel 
and the Brotherhood 
Sunday, April 26, 7:00 – 8:30 pm, Chapel 

 

Rabbi Alfi’s Book Group ▪ Through the Door of Life: A  
Jewish Journey Between Genders by Joy Ladin 
Thursday, April 30, 10:00 am – noon, Library 
 Rabbi Alfi invites you to join her book group! The 
group meets four times a year and is open to everyone. At 
the next book group meeting on Thursday, April 30, the 
book to be discussed is Through the Door of Life: A Jewish 
Journey Between Genders by Joy Ladin. 

Elections, Elections 
By Dan Rabovsky, Israel Committee Co-chair 
 

By the time you read this, the third Israeli  
election will probably have been held (on March 2),  
although it may or may not be clear yet whether any of 
the parties can form a ruling majority coalition. Perhaps 
it may also be clearer what part, if any, the release of 
President Trump’s “Peace to Prosperity” plan a month 
ahead of the election played in the outcome, as well as 
the prospects for any Israeli annexations of West Bank 
territory. 

In case you haven’t already voted, remember to Vote 
Reform in the World Zionist Congress elections. Voting 
ends March 11. To vote, go to cbisacramento.org. 

 

Planning Starts for CBI Israel Study Tour and Visit to 
Holon, February 14-24, 2021: On February 9, we held the 
first planning and preparation event for the CBI Israel 
Study Tour – “WHAT’S APP ISRAEL? An Honest Heart-to-
Heart with Reform Israelis from Holon, the Heart of  
Israel.” Rabbi Galit Cohen-Kedem and some of her  
congregants at CBI’s sister Reform congregation 
(Kehillat Kodesh v’Hol) in Holon discussed how they see 
the current state of affairs in Israel, and we began to 
make connections and plans for our visit next year. If 
you might be interested in participating in the study tour 
or have questions, please contact Dan Rabovsky 
(dan.rabovsky@gmail.com) or Larry Friedman 
(Ljfsjo@comcast.net). Sample itineraries of similar  
congregational study tours are available at  
cbisacramento.org/Israel. 

 

To participate in the Israel Committee, please  
contact one of the co-chairs: Dan Rabovsky 
(dan.rabovsky@gmail.com) or Jeff Rabinovitz 
(jjrabinovitz@gmail.com). 
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Social Action 

 

FOCUS ON RACIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE  
Contacts: Co-chairs Alan Saunders and Judy Heiman at racialjustice@bnais.com 

Please join us for the following events – all are welcome. These events are part of the congregation’s 
lead-up to its upcoming Civil Rights Tour of the South. They are a great learning opportunity for all, whether 
or not you are traveling with us! 

• Sunday, March 15, 4:00 – 5:30 pm, Library: Book Discussion: The Price of Whiteness: Jews, Race, and 
American Identity by Eric Goldstein. This book describes the uneasy place Jews have claimed in America’s 
racial culture over time. Goldstein shows how we have tried to balance our distinctiveness and identifica-
tion with other minority groups against our desire for acceptance as white Americans, with all the  
attendant benefits. He also addresses the myth of the black-white racial dichotomy as a narrative  
marshalled in times of change and uncertainty to give white Americans a sense of unity and strength.  
Finally, he explores the material and social benefits of whiteness for Jews, along with its emotional costs. 
The book is available from Princeton University Press, the CBI library, the Sacramento Public Library,  
Amazon, and discount used book sellers such as Alibris.com and abebooks.com. 

• Sunday, March 29, 4:00 – 6:00 pm, Chapel: Pastor Alice Baber-Banks. The  
Reverend Alice Baber-Banks, Pastor of Christian Fellowship Ministry Church, has 
rarely shared the story of her family and personal history – from experiences of 
racism and murder in Mississippi, to facing discrimination here in Sacramento, to 
becoming a prominent leader in our region. Please mark your calendars and join 
us for this very special event. It’s likely some members of her church will come 
along to join in the conversation. 

• April: Dinners, Documentaries, and Discussions. Sign up now for film  
viewings (and potluck meals) at several members’ homes on various dates in 
April. For a description of the films, locations, and additional information, and 
to sign up, go to cbisacramento.org/form/ddd20. Limited space is available, 
so register soon to secure your spot. If you are interested in hosting one of 
these events, please contact Judy Heiman at racialjustice@bnais.com. 

SUSTAINABLE LIVING COMMITTEE   

The Sustainable Living Committee (SLC) is dedicated to environ-
mental conservation and preservation, and to encouraging sustainable 
practices in daily life through education and ongoing projects such as 
American River Parkway Stewardship, the Gan Organic Community  
Garden, recycling, and landscaping improvements on the CBI campus. 
These efforts are grounded in Jewish teachings and values, in the spirit 
of tikkun olam – repairing the world. 

New committee members and volunteers are always welcome. 
Please get in touch if you have any questions or would like more  
Information. 

 

Join the SLC for March and April Activities: 

• Friday, March 6: SLC oneg at Shabbat service 

• Sunday, March 8: B’nai Beautification Crew (BBC) campus beautification*, 10:30 am 

• Sunday, March 15: American River Parkway cleanup*, 1:30 pm 

• Thursday, April 16: American River Parkway cleanup*, 10:00 am 

   *RSVP required (Continued on p. 12) 
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Gan Organic Community Garden – Rent a Bed for the Spring Season 

 Do you enjoy growing your own fresh organic veggies and flowers? Have 
you been wishing for extra space to start a garden? You’re in luck! The SLC is 
renting out raised beds in the garden at B’nai Israel for the spring season. 

 Consistent with Gan Organic’s mission to provide CBI youth with learning 
opportunities, Religious School 3rd graders will continue to maintain most of 
the beds, with the remainder rented out at a rate of $25 each per growing  
season. Please contact Judy Painter or Sue Rosenberg for details. 

SLC Contacts 

• SLC Co-Chairs: Terri Gaines, tlgaines0@gmail.com, and Judy Painter,  
portpaint@sbcglobal.net 

• American River Parkway Stewardship: Todd Mendell,  
ptmendell@comcast.net, 916-684-6734 

• The BBC: Marty Solov, solovm@yahoo.com, 916-346-6492 
• Gan Organic Community Garden: Judy Painter, portpaint@sbcglobal.net, 

and Sue Rosenberg, susanarosenberg@gmail.com 

 
IMMIGRATION AND REFUGEE ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE 

Miriam Joffe-Block and Maryann Rabovsky, Co-Chairs 

“You Do Not Walk Alone”: Providing Accompaniment to Asylum Seekers in Our Community 

“Sanctuary is not a physical entity, but the spaces wherein all of us can breathe freely and in dignity.  
Accompaniment is a concrete way to extend sanctuary to the most vulnerable among us. We stand in solidarity with 
immigrants every day, as we witness and build community counteracting a dehumanizing immigration system that 
thrives in the darkness.” These are the words of NorCal Resist, a Sacramento grassroots organization training  
volunteers to provide “accompaniment” to over 30 individuals and families attempting to win asylum or facing  
deportation. These folks need assistance making it to court dates, ICE check-ins, and legal and medical  
appointments, as well as with learning how to use public transit. Volunteers help not only with transportation, but 
by providing moral support and assistance with navigating bureaucracies. 

On Wednesday, March 18, along with NCJW Sacramento, CBI will host NorCal Resist to provide training for 
those interested in becoming volunteers with the NorCal Resist Accompaniment network. We will learn how to be 

  

 

 

 
 Take action to show solidarity with immigrants in need! Accompaniment volunteers provide asy-
lum seekers and those facing deportation with transportation and moral support in attending court 
appearances, ICE check-ins, and other appointments. NorCal Resist, a grassroots organization, will 
provide training for those interested in joining their Accompaniment Network. Spanish helpful but not 
necessary. 
 This event is open to the public and sponsored by the CBI Immigration and Refugee Assistance 
Committee and National Council of Jewish Women (NCJW) Sacramento. RSVP requested. To sign up, 
or for more info, contact lovethestrangerCBI@gmail.com.  

 
Accompaniment Training to Support Asylum Seekers 

Wednesday, March 18, 6:30-8:30pm, in the Chapel 
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Social Action 

an accompanier and hear the experiences of current volunteers. Those who feel this role is right for them will be 
able to sign up for an email list to receive announcements of needs for accompaniment. Volunteers then respond 
based on their individual schedule and availability. Spanish is helpful but not required, as many current volunteers 
make use of their smartphones to communicate. Most appointments tend to be during business hours, so  
volunteers who have some free time during the workday are in need. Please join us at 6:30 pm in the Chapel. 

Additionally, we continue to have lots of work to do in 2020, both to stop appalling immigration and refugee 
policies and to directly assist and support those in our communities. If you would like to receive the Immigration 
and Refugee Assistance Committee newsletter, please email lovethestrangerCBI@gmail.com to subscribe. 

FAMILY PROMISE 

Family Promise at Congregation B'nai Israel in December 

Twice a year CBI is given the opportunity to fully embrace the 
tenet “Welcome the stranger, for you were once a stranger in the 
land of Egypt.” However, those we welcome are not strangers in 
Sacramento; they are currently part of the growing community of 
the homeless. 

This past December, CBI hosted four families made up of  
seven children ages 2 to 16 and four adults. In spite of difficult  
circumstances, including early-morning and late-night work  
schedules, the families are clearly making their way towards  
stability. CBI volunteers turned out to help prepare and clean up 
guest rooms, provide dinners and breakfasts, act as overnight 
hosts, and help entertain the kids. The Pre-K/Kindergarten   
Religious School class presented our guests with new toys, which 
were enthusiastically received. Three of the boys (aged 4, 9, and 11) were all over the new Legos set, and the  
toddlers loved the billowing parachute and baby dolls. Meals were scrumptiously prepared and delivered, and it 
was noted by more than one guest that CBI is known for the great food it serves for Family Promise. Consider it a 
five-star review on the Family Promise Yelp! 

This was a special group of guests and volunteers. Adults and children had formed a mini community; the  
children were entertained by each other as well as by CBI teen volunteers. Saturday was special with pancakes 
and waffles served in the morning and a movie-and-pizza night in the evening. One family has already  
transitioned to an apartment and another family has taken their place. 

Family Promise Returns to CBI in April 

Family Promise returns April 19 – 26 and we are once again looking for volunteers. Please consider signing up 
for one of the activities listed below. Most volunteers find this a fun and meaningful time. Those families  
providing dinner often bring their kids to add to the fun. Staying overnight is now a comfortable time thanks to 
new foldout beds. 

Please welcome our guests by signing up for one or more of the following tasks: 

• Dinner prep and delivery: mailsue2@yahoo.com 

• Overnight stays: helen.nusbaum@gmail.com 

• Sunday setup and breakdown: portpaint@sbcglobal.net 

• Laundry duty (sheets): portpaint@sbcglobal.net 

• Help with children: portpaint@sbcglobal.net 

Dinners start at 5:30 pm, and overnight duty is from 7:00 pm until 7:00 am. 

CBI is proud to be one of the 14 congregations that both host and provide meals. While Sacramento works 
towards long-term housing solutions, you can be part of the short-term solution now! Family Promise has placed 
over 250 families of whom none have returned to homelessness – not bad! 
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170th Anniversary 

170th Anniversary Confirmation Class Reunion Spans the Generations 

 As part of our congregation’s 170th 
anniversary celebration, several  
generations of confirmands gathered 
at Congregation B’nai Israel on  
Sunday, January 12, to share memories 
and catch up with classmates they had 
not seen in many years. Confirmands 
from the 1950s through 2019 enjoyed a  
delicious brunch from Solomon’s Deli. 

CBI archivist Deborah Gordon put 
together an informative display of  
articles, photos, and programs from 
different eras. Rabbi Alfi facilitated a  
lively panel of three confirmands –  
Brian Landsberg, class of 1952; Missy Garvin, class of 1995; and Emma Stoecklein, class of 2019. They relayed 
their varied experiences being confirmed at B’nai Israel through the years. 

The class with the most representatives was the class of 1952. Several confirmands from the 1950s still 
remembered songs from their temple performances and burst into song, treating those present to an  
impromptu performance. 

Photographer and member Melanie Mages captured the warm spirit of the morning. Many thanks to the 
organizers – Jen Stoecklein, Elizabeth Landsberg, and Leslie Oberst – for all their work in making this such a 
successful event. 

Celebrating Social Justice Shabbat and Honoring Our Own Jennifer Kaufman 
By Dorothy Landsberg, 170th Anniversary Committee Co-chair 

 

As part of the ongoing celebration of our 
170th anniversary, hundreds of B’nai Israel  
members gathered on Friday, January 17, for our 
Social Justice Shabbat service, led by Rabbi  
Mona Alfi and Cantor Julie Steinberg. Rabbi Rick 
Jacobs, President of the Union for Reform  
Judaism (URJ), gave an inspiring drash, 
“Faithfully Pursuing Justice.” Rabbi Jacobs has 
dedicated much of his rabbinate to national and 
global social justice issues. He praised the role of 
our congregation and our rabbi as social justice 
role models for other congregations and rabbis. 

Rabbi Jacobs spoke movingly of the signifi-
cant leadership role of our own Jennifer Kauf-
man in setting and implementing the  
movement’s positions on matters of public policy and social justice with the Religious Action Center of  
Reform Judaism. He described her recent installation as Chair of the URJ’s Board of Trustees at the Biennial 

(Continued at the bottom of p. 15) 
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170th Anniversary 

“Down and Dusty Festival” on Saturday, May 2, at 6:30 pm 
 

In honor of our congregation’s 170th anniversary, this 
year’s 20th Annual Wine and Food Festival will sport a Gold 
Rush theme! It’s time to get “Down and Dusty,” so don 
your cowboy hats and boots. Sip on a mint julep while  
getting lucky at the gaming tables, and tap your toes to 
the old-school musical stylings of Todd Morgan and the 
Emblems. 

In addition to wine and beer tasting, this year we’ll  
feature an open bar with signature cocktails “The Gold 
Rush” and “The Gold Miner,” as well as nibbles provided 
by your favorites, including Bella Bru, Mama Kim’s, and 
Fats Catering. 

This is our temple’s premier fundraising event, and 
you can contribute just by showing up and having an  
unforgettable evening. Tickets are $48/person in advance 
or $54/person at the door: cbisacramento.org/event/dd20. 

We will host both silent and live auctions, and we still need just a few more donations from our amazing 
and generous community to make this event a resounding success. We are so close to our target – all we 
need is one item or service from you or someone you know to bring us to the finish line! 

Examples of previous donations: 
• Luxury suite tickets to a Sacramento Kings game 
• Dinner with Rabbi Alfi and Cantor Steinberg at Scott’s Seafood Restaurant 
• Dinner for 10 in the garden at Doris Pittell’s house 
• Gift certificates at area restaurants such as Riverside Clubhouse, Café Dantorels, Ernesto’s,  

Dos Coyotes, Roxy, Masullos, El Papagayo, Phaya Thai, or Mama Kim’s 
• Gift certificates to businesses such as Pavilion Car Wash or Les Schwab Tires. 

 Don’t have anything to donate? Get creative,  
tap into your network, and email Jenna Lang 
(jennomics@gmail.com) or DeAnna Stevens 
(deanna.stevens23@gmail.com) with any  
questions or suggestions. 

 

The Wine and Food Festival Committee 

Conference and expressed hope that together they could meet the challenges that they face as leaders of 
the movement. And standing in front of the open ark, Rabbi Jacobs blessed Jennifer in the presence of four 
generations of her family. On behalf of the congregation, Rabbi Alfi gave Jennifer a lovely wooden stand for 
the beautiful yad Jennifer received at the Biennial Conference. The spirit of the spectacular evening was 
captured by photographer Joan Cusick. 

The service was a great kickoff for a full social action weekend. Mitzvah Day on Sunday featured a 
broad range of projects for congregants and Religious School students. On Monday, a fired-up CBI group 
marched with the large banner of our congregation in Sacramento’s March for the Dream (on the  
holiday honoring Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.). 

(Continued from p. 14) 
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We Welcome Our  
New Members! 

Ed and Annette Bruno 
Laurel Firestone and Jith Meganathan 

Emily Howe and Dylan Wiseman 
Molly and Peter Ross 

Sheila Silverman 
Jim Stein 

 
Irving Berlin Choir Cabaret on April 4 
 On Saturday evening, April 4, at 7:00 pm in 
the Social Hall, the B’nai Israel Choir will present 
“Puttin’ on the Ritz,” a cabaret of Irving Berlin 
songs. The program will include such Berlin  
favorites as “Puttin’ on the Ritz,” “Blue Skies,” 
“There’s No Business Like Show Business,” “God 
Bless America,” “They Say It’s Wonderful,” 
“Suppertime,” “Old Fashioned Wedding,” 
“What’ll I Do?”, “Anything You Can Do I Can Do 
Better,” “I Got the Sun in the Morning,” “Cheek 
to Cheek,” “I Love A Piano,” “Let’s Have Another 
Cup of Coffee,” and many more. 

As Jerome Kern said of Irving Berlin (born  
Israel Baline in Russia in 1988), “Irving Berlin has 
no place in American music. He is American  
music.” He composed the patriotic standard 
“God Bless America” for Kate Smith in 1938, and 
in 1954 was given a special Congressional gold 
medal and an official proclamation of apprecia-
tion from President Eisenhower. During the 
course of his long career Irving Berlin wrote 19 
complete scores for Broadway shows and revues 
(including Call Me Madam and Annie Get Your Gun) 
and 18 films (including Holiday Inn, Easter Parade, 
and White Christmas). 

Tickets are $20/person in advance (online at 
cbisacramento.org/event/cc20) and $25 at the 
door. Wine and noshes will be served and are  
included in the ticket price. Proceeds will benefit 
the Chazzan Carl K. Naluai, Jr., Music Fund. 

 

Build Connections  

and Community! 

 

Please RSVP by March 5  to 

Davi ta : 916 -747-9473 or   

vpmembership@bnais .com  

 

 

 

Childcare provided with RSVP 

 
 

 

HOSTED BY 

Sunday, March 15 
10:30am-12:15pm  
in the Social Hall  

Check in begins at 10:15 am 

IRVING BERLIN 
The music of 
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Library Snippets 

By Twila Morris, Library Committee 

 

 In the spirit of building empathy through read-
ing, the Association of Jewish Libraries has compiled 
five “Love Your Neighbor” book lists for children 
and young adult readers. This project began in 2018 
in response to terrorism at the Tree of Life  
synagogue in Pennsylvania. The book lists are 
grouped as follows: standing up for each other,  
Jewish ritual, the American Jewish experience, inter-
faith friendship, and Orthodox Jews. Below are CBI’s 
books from those lists, with the newly acquired 
books labeled (new). We encourage you to read 
these books with your children’s classrooms, friends, 
and neighbors. To see the complete list of the “Love 
Your Neighbor” books, go to https://
jewishlibraries.org/Love_Your_Neighbor. 
 
Juvenile Picture Books: 

• The Golden Rule, Ilene Cooper: A boy and his 
grandfather discuss the rule’s universality and 
how to put it into practice. (new) 

• Bubbe’s Belated Bat Mitzvah, Isabel Pinson (new) 
• A Poem for Peter: The Story of Ezra Jack Keats and 

the Creation of The Snowy Day, Andrea Davis 
Pinkney 

• Emma’s Poem: The Voice of the Statue of Liberty, 
Linda Glaser 

• Hanukkah at Valley Forge, Stephen Krensky 
• The Legend of Freedom Hill, Linda Jacobs Altman 
• The Yankee at the Seder, Elka Weber 
• Hannah’s Way, Linda Glaser 
• What You Will See Inside a Synagogue, Rabbi 

Lawrence A. Hoffman & Dr. Ron Wolfson 
• A Moon for Moe and Mo, Jane Breskin Zalben 

 
Juvenile Fiction: 
• Armstrong and Charlie, Steven B. Frank: This story 

of an unlikely friendship alternates between the 
points of view of two boys from disparate back-
grounds in 1970s Los Angeles. (new) 

• Across the Alley, Richard Michelson 
 

Juvenile Biography: 
• Regina Persisted: An Untold Story, Sandy Eisenberg 

Sasso: The story of the first woman ever ordained as 
a rabbi. (new) 

• As Good As Anybody: Martin Luther King Jr. and  
Abraham Joshua Heschel’s Amazing March Toward 
Freedom, Richard Michelson 

• Fascinating: The Life of Leonard Nimoy, Richard  
Michelson 

• I Dissent: Ruth Bader Ginsburg Makes Her Mark,  
Debbie Levy 

 

Juvenile Nonfiction: 
• Boys of Steel: The Creators of Superman, Marc Tyler 

Nobleman (new) 
 
Young Adult/B’nai Mitzvah: 
• All Three Stooges, Erica S. Perl 

(new) 
• Tropical Secrets: Holocaust  

Refugees in Cuba, Margarita 
Engle (new) 

• Lauren Yanofsky Hates the  
Holocaust, Leanne Lieberman 
(new) 

• Lucky Broken Girl, Ruth Behar 
• This is Just a Test, Wendy Wan-Long Shang & 

Madelyn Rosenberg 
• Queen of Likes, Hillary Homzie 
• Tough Questions Jews Ask, Rabbi Ed Feinstein 

 

Looking for some new material for adults? 
Check out our recent acquisitions on page 18. 
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Adult Nonfiction: 
• The Color of Love, Marra 

Gad: An unforgettable  
memoir about a mixed-race 
Jewish woman who, after 
fifteen years of estrange-
ment from her racist great-
aunt, helps bring her home 
when Alzheimer’s strikes. 
Gad was a speaker at the 
most recent URJ Biennial. 

• Sharon: The Life of a Leader, 
Gilad Sharon 

• Maimonides: The Life and World of One of  
Civilization’s Greatest Minds, Joel L. Kraemer 

• Arab and Jew: Wounded Spirits in a Promised Land,  
David K. Shipler 

• Maus II, A Survivor’s Tale: And Here My Troubles  
Began, Art Spiegelman 

• Journeys…roads from there to here, Martha Loeffler 
• The Open Door: A Passover Haggadah, Sue Levi Elwell 
• To Bear Witness – Holocaust Remembrance at Yad 

Vashem, Bella Gutterman (Editor) (folio book) 
 

Adult Fiction: 
• Hot Chicken Wings, Jyl Lynn Felman 
• Four Rabbis at Lunch: Candid Conversations among 

American Clergy, Dov Peretz Elkins  
• The Lost Girls of Paris: A Novel, Pam Jenoff 
• The Woman in the Castle: A Novel, Jessica Shattuck 
• The Other Woman: A Novel, Daniel Silva 
• Prayers for the Dead: A Peter Decker/Rina Lazarus  

Novel, Faye Kellerman 
• Jerusalem Maiden: A Novel, Taila Carner 
• The Rock: A Tale of Seventh-Century Jerusalem, Kanan 

Makiya 
 
DVD: 
• Big Sonia: Documentary about a Kansas City  

Holocaust survivor (featured at last year’s  
Sacramento Jewish Film Festival) 

(Continued from page 17) Kavanah Shabbat Services March 
through May 

Come join us for Kavanah Shabbat services 
on Saturday mornings, March 21, April 11, and 
May 2, at 10:30 am in the Harry M. Tonkin  
Memorial Chapel at Congregation B’nai Israel. 

Kavanah Shabbat is a contemplative and 
joyous Shabbat service designed to help you 
explore a deeper relationship with the Divine. 
Kavanah Shabbat blends traditional commu-
nal prayer and chanting of the weekly Torah 
parsha with song, Jewish chants, silent prayer, 
and moments of meditation and reflection. 

Services are led by rabbinical student Deni 
Deutsch Marshall, with guitar player and sing-
er Elizabeth Landsberg, accompanied by  
Miriam Joffe-Block, Ariel Knaff, Sandy Lee, and 
Steve Marshall. 

Kavanah Shabbat services draw on teach-
ings from Torah, Talmud, Mussar, and Jewish 
meditation and mysticism to fully express 
Jewish spirituality on Shabbat morning. Mark 
your calendar for the remaining Kavanah 
Shabbat services scheduled for Hebrew year 
5780: June 20 and July 18. 

Kavanah Shabbat services are open to the 
entire community. For more information,  
contact the Congregation B’nai Israel office at 
916-446-4861, or Deni Marshall at 916-803-
5699 or denimarshall@gmail.com. 
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Mazel Tov! 
Sheldon Jaffe  

beloved uncle of Ted and Christie London; 

great uncle of Roxanne London 

 

Liz Lawrence 

beloved cousin of Illene Carroll 

 

Arthur Pellman 

beloved father of John Pellman; 

father-in-law of  Shauna Pellman; 

grandfather of Aviva, Ben, and Ariel Pellman  

 

Sheldon Rothman 

beloved brother-in-law of Marty and JoAnn Solov; 

uncle of Amy Solov and Nate Solov  

 

Muriel Simons 

beloved mother of Brinn Yterdal and Jamie Simons; 

mother-in-law of Jeff Yterdal, Jon Jay,  

and Evelyn Simons; 

grandmother of Dhara, Maeve,  

Hannah, Rebeccah, and Karis 

 

Rita Swedlow 

beloved mother of Curtis Swedlow, 

Phoebe Hyman, and Alex Swedlow; 

mother-in-law of Scott Hyman  

and Joanne Swedlow; 

grandmother of Nicole, Philip, Nathan, 

 and Jacob Swedlow, 

and of Samuel and Jonathan Hyman; 

and great-grandmother of Artemis Jaco-Swedlow 

…to Eileen Jacobowitz, who has been honored 
with the Visionary Leadership Award by the  
National Council of Jewish Women (NCJW), Inc. 
This special award is granted by the National 
Board of Directors once every triennium based on 
nominations submitted by NCJW Sections across 
the country. As a member of the Sacramento  
Section Board of Directors, Eileen was deter-
mined to be the most worthy out of a large group 
of accomplished nominees, attesting to her  
visionary leadership for the  
Sacramento Section. 
 
…to Blair Leatherwood on being nominated by 
the 2020 Branson International Film Festival in 
the category of Best Supporting Actor in a Short 
Film. The film is Pipe Dream, which is about an  
incident in the life of Carol Burnett. And a  
second mazel tov on being cast in Amelie at the 
Showbiz Theatre in Stockton; the show runs  
April 2 – 11. 
 
…to Mark and Sophie Ellinghouse on the birth of 
their daughter, Delilah Judith Ellinghouse, on  
December 18. Proud grandparents and family are 
Shelley and Wes Ellinghouse, Andrea  
Ellinghouse, and Jordan Ollanik. 
 
... to Diann and Jules Gruen on the birth of their 
grandson, Fritz Gordon Gruen Sarkar, on  
February 10 in Reno, NV (6 lb 8 oz, 19 inches 
long). Fritz's proud parents are Johanna Gruen 
and Nafiul Sarkar. 

 
From the Koleinu staff: Please help us celebrate our congre-
gants’ achievements and special occasions! Engagements, 
weddings, births, honors and awards, significant achieve-
ments – we want to know about them and acknowledge 
them in this column. If you know of something that you 
think deserves a “mazel tov,” please send the information 
to koleinu@bnais.com. We will include your submissions at 
the staff’s discretion and as space permits. 

CBI Bulletin Board                                 We Mourn Our Losses                                 
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We Thank Our Contributors                        
Rabbi Alfi’s Discretionary Fund 
Vida and Gordon Adelman in memory of Fern Adelman 

Abbie Blackman and Andrew Acosta for her help in making the  

b’not mitzvah memorable and fun 

Cheryl and Fran Bremson for the yahrzeit of Rose Bremson 

Alan Canton 

Gina and Norm Gold 

Joan Gorfain 

Susan and Robert Lauer 

Fran Levy in memory of Catrina Rubenstein Ward 

Irene and Mark Paxson in memory of Barbara Gutman 

Maryann and Dan Rabovsky 

Jodie and Sean Rubenstein-Ward for always being there for us 

Roxanne and Philip Stanger in honor of Rabbi Lester Frazin 

Brinn and Jeff Yterdal thank you to Rabbi Alfi for everything  

you have done for our mother 

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund 
Susan Bales 
Abbie Blackman and Andrew Acosta for her wisdom and  

support with the b’not mitzvah 

Jodie and Sean Rubenstein-Ward for being there for us when 

we need your help and guidance 

Educator’s Discretionary Fund 
Abbie Blackman and Andrew Acosta for your positive support  

with the b’not mitzah 

Adult Education Enrichment Fund 
Terri and Jonathan Cristy for the yahrzeit of George Cristy  

Jodie and Sean Rubenstein-Ward in memory of Ann Lindgren 

Camp Nefesh Fund 
Susan Aguilar and Drew Mendelson 
Zlata Arestova and Ayhan Durak  
Laura Barrett in gratitude to all the counselors who make Camp 
Nefesh a place for kids 
Nicole and Richard Deutsch  
Ruth and Marvin Fischer 
Joan Gorfain 
Jenny and Lee Pierre 
Ronit and Andrew Schwarz 
Ramesh Sinaee and Larry Raskin 

Caring Community Fund 
Betty and Jack Reuben in memory of Liz Lawrence  

Carl Naluai, Jr. Music Fund 
Jodie and Sean Rubenstein-Ward for the yahrzeit of Joan Reed 

 

Endowment Fund 
Cheryl and Fran Bremson in honor of Jennifer Kaufman being  

installed as Chair of the Board of Trustees, URJ 

Flower Fund 
Roxanne and Philip Stanger in honor of Doris Pittell Morris 

Jodie and Sean Rubenstein-Ward in memory of Lindsay Haynes 

 

General/Yahrzeit Fund 
Vida and Gordon Adelman in memory of Lyle Hardy and  

Lee Jordan 

Illene Carroll in memory of Lucille Cohn, Dudley Kinsler,  

Pat Rupley, Stewart Samoville, and Elliot Stern 

Janet Gordon-Boyer and Carl Boyer  

Bonnie Penix in honor of Jennifer Kaufman being installed  

as Chair of the Board of Trustees, URJ 

Immigration and Refugee Assistance Fund 
Betty and Jack Reuben in memory of Rose Kaine 

Jodie and Sean Rubenstein-Ward in memory of Mervin Ward 
 

Israeli Dancing Fund 
Joan and Marc Epstein  

Janis and Jonathan Lightman 

 

Oneg Shabbat Fund 
CBI Brotherhood 

Joan Gorfain 

Marjorie Katz and Rebecca Petrella 

Sue and Tim Schooley 

Religious School Scholarship Fund 
CBI Brotherhood 

Schwartz Choir Fund 
Nadine Braunstein 

Social Action Fund 
Nancy Bernheimer congratulations and love to Jennifer  

Kaufman 

Alice and Matania Ginosar  

Robin and Larry Gordon congratulations to Jennifer Kaufman 

Ronald Javor 

Fran Levy in memory of Carol Kaplan 

Eleanor and Jerry Mitchell in honor of Jennifer Kaufman  

being installed as Chair of the Board of Trustees, URJ 

Betty and Jack Reuben in memory of Sheldon Rothman 

Roxanne and Philip Stanger wishing a speedy recovery to 

Carrie Claremon and Melissa McElheney 

Linda Tochterman mazel tov to Jennifer Kaufman and in 

memory of Gary Ziegenfuss 

Weinberg Godparent Fund 
Doris Pittell Morris in memory of her dear father on his 40th 

yahrzeit and in memory of Michael Josephson 
Todd Solomon 

Steven Weinberg for the yahrzeit of his mother, Gertrude 

Weinberg 

 

Women Feed the Hungry Fund 
Vida and Gordon Adelman in honor of Carole Kovnick and her 

many years of good work in the Judaica store 

  
Donations as of February 1, 2020. 
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Lind Brothers  

 

A Family Owned Funeral Home 
and Crematory Since 1964 

 

   Our practices are grounded in the unshakable belief  

in the sanctity of human life, the dignity of the person, 

and the emotional and spiritual needs of the mourners. 

   Our commitment is to help you and your family 

make a decision that truly makes a difference 

both financially and spiritually.  

4221 Manzanita Avenue, Carmichael, CA 95608  

P: 916.482.8080  F: 916-482-2009 

cporter@lindbrotherssacramento.com  

www.lindbrotherssacramento.com  

Jewish Genealogical Society of Sacramento 

Sunday, March 15, 10:00 am to noon 
“Jewish Hungary: A Personal and Genealogical Journey” – Kathy Glatter 

Kathy Glatter, MD, hired a professional genealogist to research her family's hidden Hungarian Jewish 
roots. She will chronicle this fascinating journey, talking about her family being traced back six genera-
tions to 1800, including uncovering unexpected Holocaust victims and providing practical genealogical 
tips for your own research. Kathy has visited Budapest 15 times and will show original photos of spectacu-
lar Hungarian synagogues that were never destroyed. 

Dr. Glatter grew up in the Midwest and graduated from Northwestern University and Harvard Medical 
School. She and her family live in Davis. 
 
 

Sunday, April 19, 10:00 am to noon 
“What Can DNA Do for You Today?” – Jim Rader 

We can now define the branches in your family tree, and can also confirm the lost ones and fit people 
into trees where they belong. We can also identify a major portion of your genes for less than $400. Jim 
Rader will talk about how this can help your descendants plan their families and help you control your 
health now. He'll also talk about current books that can assist you in DNA research right now. 

Jim Rader wrote his first family history book in 1992, with more books following. He was the publisher 
of the quarterly Rader Ramblings surname newsletter and a lecturer at the semi-annual Family History 
Center seminars. He was also an instructor in computerized genealogy topics for the Folsom-Cordova 
Adult Education Center for 10 years. 

 

All are welcome to attend the March 15 and April 19 meetings at the Einstein Center, 1935 Wright 
Street, Sacramento. For more information about the Jewish Genealogical Society of Sacramento, visit its 
website at www.jgss.org. 
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 The Koleinu is published bimonthly: January/February 
(deadline December 1), March/April (deadline February 1), May/
June (deadline April 1), July/August (deadline June 1), September/
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October 1). Articles should be limited to about 350 words. Please 
send all submissions to koleinu@bnais.com.  
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Fridays, March 13 and April 10 
6:00pm  Tot Shabbat Service  |  6:30pm  Dinner  |  7:30pm  Shabbat Service 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

March Menu 
Honey za’atar chicken thighs 
Spinach casserole* (Jennifer Kaufman, p. 56) 
Couscous 
Green salad 
 
For the children: Mac & cheese 
Carrot sticks with ranch dressing 
 
 
 

April Menu 
Matzah lasagna with assorted vegetables 
Zucchini Italiano* (Ruth Vinnick, p. 52) 
Green salad 
 
For the children: Matzah cheese lasagne 
Carrot sticks with ranch dressing 

*Recipes from the Treasured Traditions cookbook, compiled and published by the B’nai Israel  
Sisterhood (now Women of B’nai Israel) in 1999 to celebrate CBI’s 150th anniversary.  

We are using these recipes as part of our 170th anniversary celebration. 
 

Adults $16; children’s meals are complimentary for ages 12 & under. 
RSVP to the office at 916-446-4861 or online at www.cbisacramento.org/upcoming 

Please mail your payment to Congregation B’nai Israel, 
3600 Riverside Blvd., Sacramento, CA 95818 

mailto:gabrielle.bajar@gmail.com

