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“The Power of Poetry & Photog ra phy i n
Prepa ri ng Us for the Days of Awe”
7:30 pm Dessert, wine, & coffee in the Social Hall
8:00 pm Havdalah with Rabbi Mona Alfi
and Cantor Julie Steinberg
8:15 pm Study Session with Rabbi Mona Alfi
10:00 pm S’lichot Service in the Sanctuary
Hosted by WBI. For more information, please call the
CBI office at 916-446-4861, or email rsvp@bnais.com

A FESTIVE EVEN I N G W ITH FU N FO R ALL AG ES !

Join us for one of our most joyous and
sacred traditions to start the new year!
We’ll hear the call of the shofar and cast our sins
into the water. Bring a picnic or games to enjoy
after the short service. No RSVP required.
We will provide the duck food. The duck pond is
adjacent to the amphitheater and Fairy Tale Town.

Save the date!

We wil l be on 11th Ave.nue,
dancing with the Torahs!
Enjoy food trucks, a Klezmer
band, & caramel apples!

Worship
SERVICES AND TORAH STUDY

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 4
7:30 pm
Shabbat Shuvah Service

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
7:30 pm
Shabbat Service

SATURDAY,
9:00 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

SATURDAY,
9:00 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

SEPTEMBER 7
Torah Study
Mini Minyan
Shabbat Morning Service
Bar Mitzvah of Samuel Blincoe

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 8
7:30 pm
Erev Yom Kippur - Kol Nidre Service
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 9
9:00 am
Family Service
10:00 am
Yom Kippur Service
10:00 am
Apples & Honey Children’s Program
10:15 am
Teen Service
1:00 pm
Panel Discussion or Meditation Session
2:30 pm
Yom Kippur Afternoon Service
5:00 pm
Yizkor Service
5:30 pm
Neilah Service
6:30 pm
Break-the-Fast
7:00 pm
Sababah Break-the-Fast (offsite)

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
6:00 pm
Tot Shabbat Service
6:30 pm
Second Shabbes Dinner
7:30 pm
Shabbat Service
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
9:00 am
Torah Study
10:30 am
Shabbat Morning Service
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
7:00 pm
Shabbat Meditation
7:30 pm
Shabbat Service
SATURDAY,
9:00 am
10:30 am
7:30 pm
10:00 pm

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 11
6:00 pm
Tot Shabbat Service
6:30 pm
Second Shabbes Dinner
7:30 pm
Shabbat Service

SEPTEMBER 21
Torah Study
Kavanah Shabbat Morning Service
S’lichot Study Session
S’lichot Service

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12
9:00 am
Torah Study
10:30 am
Kavanah Shabbat Morning Service

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
7:30 pm
Shabbat Service

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 18
7:00 pm
Shabbat Meditation
7:30 pm
Shabbat Service

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
9:00 am
Torah Study
10:30 am
Shabbat Morning Service

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19
9:00 am
Torah Study
10:30 am
Shabbat Morning Service
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20
9:15 am
Sukkot Yizkor Service

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
7:30 pm
Erev Rosh Hashanah Service
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
9:00 am
Family Service
10:00 am
Rosh Hashanah Service
10:00 am
Apples & Honey Children’s Program
10:15 am
Teen Service
3:00 pm
Tashlich in Land Park

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 25
7:30 pm
Shabbat Service
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26
9:00 am
Torah Study
10:30 am
Shabbat Morning Service
Bar Mitzvah of Rowan Kliman
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Our B’nai Mitzvah

MAZEL TOV TO OUR B’NAI MITZVAH STUDENTS
All are invited to attend Shabbat Morning Services.

Samuel Blincoe, September 7
Hello, my name is Samuel Oliver Joseph Blincoe. I am a student at Cal Middle
School, going into the 8th grade. My passions are dance, arts, and theoretical physics, but in my free time, I relax and play varying video games. I currently am also
going to the School of the Sacramento Ballet.
My mitzvah project was volunteering to help with two sensory-friendly dance
classes and a sensory-friendly performance, which were organized by the Capital
Dance Project.
My portion is Shoftim: Law and Administration. I would love to see you at my bar mitzvah.
Everyone is welcome to attend.

Rowan Kliman, October 26
Hello, my name is Rowan Kliman and I am a 7th grader at Cal Middle School. My
hobbies are soccer, basketball, debate, drama, and skiing. I have a dog, a cat, a
guinea pig, and a chicken. I have been to several countries and I loved every single
one.
My family and I have been at the temple for 6 years and it never gets old. For
my mitzvah project I will raise and donate money to enhance the outdoor
playground area.
As the first in my class to have a bar/bat mitzvah, I’m nervous but also eager
to become a young adult.

Kavanah Shabbat Services on September 21 and October 12
Come join us for Kavanah Shabbat services on September 21 and October 12 (Saturdays) at 10:30 am in
the Harry M. Tonkin Memorial Chapel at Congregation B’nai Israel.
Kavanah Shabbat is a contemplative and joyous service designed to help you explore a deeper
relationship with the Divine. Kavanah Shabbat blends traditional communal prayer and chanting of the
weekly Torah parsha with song, Jewish chants, silent prayer, and moments of meditation and reflection.
Services are led by Deni Deutsch Marshall, Jewish Spiritual Director and Mussar and Mindfulness
teacher, with guitar player and singer Elizabeth Landsberg, accompanied by Miriam Joffe-Block, Ariel
Knaff, Sandy Lee, and Steve Marshall.
Kavanah Shabbat services draw on teachings from Torah, Talmud, Mussar, and Jewish meditation and
mysticism to fully express Jewish spirituality on Shabbat morning. Mark your calendar for additional
Kavanah Shabbat services scheduled in 2019/20: November 30, December 14, January 8, February 29,
March 21, April 11, May 2, and June 20.
Kavanah Shabbat services are open to the entire community. For more information, contact the
Congregation B’nai Israel office at 916-446-4861, or Deni Marshall at 916-803-5699 or
denimarshall@gmail.com.
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Admission Tickets

Parking

To assist us in getting to know others in the
congregation, your admission card will also serve as
your name tag for the High Holy Days services.
Admission tickets were mailed in late August to
each member of the congregation over age 13. If
you receive the incorrect name tag, or have not
received yours, please email holidays@bnais.com.
As in the past, single members are eligible to receive
a second ticket at no charge for a guest. Please
email holidays@bnais.com with the name of the
guest. Those who come to a service without an
official name tag will be directed to the ticket table.

Parking is available in the south parking lot, as
well as on 11th Avenue. Limited street parking is
available. For those who park on streets in the Land
Park area, please be considerate of our neighbors
and do not block their driveways. Please call Leslie
Oberst at 916-446-4861 if you have parking
concerns.

Active Duty Military & College Students
Active duty military, Military Guard and
Reserve Personnel on extended active duty, and
college students may attend our worship services
at no charge, with a valid military or student ID
card. Please email holidays@bnais.com to let us
know what service(s) you are planning to attend,
so we can have a complimentary ticket/name tag
ready for you.

What If You Have Guests?

If you are hosting guests for Rosh Hashanah or
Yom Kippur who are members in good standing of
another Reform congregation, ask them to have their
home synagogue notify us by email,
holidays@bnais.com or visit cbisacramento.org/
Reminder to order your Lulav & Etrog
hhd2019, and we will arrange for reciprocal tickets
To order your set of lulav & etrog, please email
at no charge. If you need to purchase tickets for
wbigiftshop@gmail.com, or text or leave a message
your guests who are not members of a Reform
for Jane Orkand at 916-365-5579. The price per set
congregation, go to cbisacramento.org/hhd2019.
this year is $49, with a 10% discount for all WBI
members. All orders must be received by Wednesday, September 18, no exceptions. Pickup will be on
Traveling During the Holidays?
If you are a member in good standing and plan to or after Thursday, October 10. Sukkot begins Sunday
evening, October 13.
be out of town during Rosh Hashanah or Yom
Kippur, please email holidays@bnais.com or visit
Yom Kippur Memorial Book
cbisacramento.org/hhd2019, and provide us with
the contact information for the temple at which you
The Memorial Book is a long-standing
plan to worship. If possible, we will arrange for
tradition, honoring the memory of departed
reciprocal tickets at that congregation.
relatives and friends. It serves as a meaningful
Listening devices & large print siddurs symbol of enduring faith and remembrance for
each of our members. The Book is distributed at
CBI has a limited number of large print siddurs
Yizkor services on Yom Kippur. Please see the
and listening devices to amplify the sound in the
Sanctuary. To reserve yours in advance, please call enclosed yellow flyer for more information.
the CBI office at 916-446-4861. If you have specific
physical needs that require that you be seated in a Floral Tribute & music sponsorship
specific area of the Sanctuary, and can arrive
Your contribution to the B’nai Israel Flower Fund
early, please call Leslie Oberst at the office. We will is used for the High Holy Days floral arrangements,
do our best to accommodate you.
and your contribution to the Carl Naluai, Jr. Music
Copies of Rabbi Alfi's High Holy Day
fund goes to support the music of the High Holy
sermons can be provided for your use during
Days. If you would like to contribute, please send in your
the services. Please email Leslie Oberst,
donation, noting either “HHD Flowers” or “HHD
execdir@bnais.com, so we can have a copy ready Music” on the memo line of your check, to the office
for you when you arrive at the service.
at 3600 Riverside Blvd., Sacramento, CA 95818.
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Special group aliyot during services

Sukkot Celebration - Harvest Festival
Sunday, October 13, at 5:00 pm
The whole congregation is invited!
Religious School at night, part I!

During the High Holy Days, we honor our
congregants for their participation, hard work, and
dedication to the community by giving them the
opportunity to recite the Torah blessings together.
Please read the blue insert that details which
congregants will be recognized. Pay special
attention to whether you will be asked to join
Rabbi Alfi on the bimah or to stand at your seat to
recite the blessing.

Please see the front page for details.

Especially for Children and Teens
Please see the green flyer insert for details
about children’s High Holy Days services,
programs, and childcare, and also for information
about teen services.
At the Rosh Hashanah Family Service, Rabbi
Alfi will be giving a special blessing for all babies
born since last Rosh Hashanah, and the Yom
Kippur Family Service will feature a mini Shofar
service.

Sukkot Yizkor – Sunday, October 20
Yizkor is a brief memorial service held on Yom
Kippur afternoon, the last day of Sukkot, the last
day of Pesach, and the second day of Shavuot. It
allows for us to take time throughout the year to
pay our respects to loved ones who have passed on.
Sukkot Yizkor service will be led by Rabbi Alfi and
Cantor Steinberg in the Harry M. Tonkin Memorial
Chapel on Sunday, October 20, at 9:15 am.

www.cbisacramento.org/form/apples19

Tashlich – Monday, September 30
Simchat Torah Celebration
Sunday, October 20, 5:00 – 8:00 pm
the whole congregation is invited!
Religious school at night, part II!
 Food trucks!
 Dancing with the Torah!

Please see the front page for details.

Home of Peace Community Memorial
Service -– Sunday, October 6
The community memorial service takes place
each year at the Home of Peace Cemetery during
the High Holy Days season. This year’s service will be
on Sunday, October 6, at 11:00 am.

Please see the front page of the Koleinu for all
the details of this street party!

Building the Sukkah -– Sunday, Oct. 13
Please join us at 9:30 am in the Opper Courtyard at
CBI. Bring decorations, foliage, and schach for the top
of the sukkah. Refreshments provided. Questions?
Please contact Josh Mastronarde at
jmastron@gmail.com or 916-284-5674.
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President’s Message
Embarking on a New Journey
Last February I had the good fortune
to attend the Union for Reform
Judaism’s conference for presidents
elect/new presidents. This gave me a
different and much richer perspective on Judaism in modern times, as well as a
renewed respect for the important work of keeping
Judaism vibrant. I felt very blessed to meet people
from across the country who are deeply dedicated
to Judaism in general and, more specifically, to
Reform Judaism.
I was also struck that another synagogue
represented at the conference had been in existence for over 65 years, while Congregation B’nai
Israel has been here in Sacramento for 170 years.
During the coming year I want to reflect on and
celebrate our fantastic heritage. We have many
reasons to be grateful to our founders, who established this sacred community in 1849. I believe I will
be deeply enriched by the experience of being
president at B’nai Israel during the two-year period
that encompasses the historic milestone of our 170th
anniversary.
I am astounded by what we have accomplished
recently in terms of improvements and maintenance
of this wonderful home of ours. The landscaping
committee has planted trees, improved planting
areas, and installed irrigation systems for these
areas. During the last week of July I witnessed the
long overdue painting of the exterior of our
synagogue. I hope you agree that it is looks
fabulous and gives us a sense of pride. Both the fire
and security alarm systems have been upgraded.
We also now have curtains in the Kandel Building,
and upgrading of the bathrooms is nearly complete.
Heritage Hall is also nearing a wonderful renovation,
thanks to a very dedicated B’nai Israel family. We
will soon be working to improve our playground. As
you might know, we are installing further security
measures, such as a fence from the southern end of
the library to the freeway wall; it will have an electronic vehicle gate as well as two pedestrian gates.
Through the generosity of our members, we have
raised over $600,000 for facility maintenance, and
6

through the hard work of several congregants we
have been awarded $ 190,000 in grants for security
improvements.
I am greatly enjoying getting to know many
congregants who I had not met previously. All of you
have been extremely supportive and helpful as I
embark on this new role. Having served on the Board
of Trustees for the past six years, I have seen how
dedicated my fellow members are to the synagogue
and our community. And as I start to spend more
time at the synagogue, it is wonderful to see the
many members who are involved in a wide variety of
ways.
A Board member recently told me that he had
been searching for a community that would support
him and his family and that would help give more
meaning to their lives. We both feel we have found
such a community at B’nai Israel. I look forward to
continuing this journey with each and every one of
you.
I am also looking forward to the High Holy Days,
as we renew our commitment to Judaism together
and reflect on what each of us can do to continue to
repair the world and be better human beings. I hope
to see many of you at services then and throughout
the coming year.
Greg Hubbs, President

Brotherhood
FROM THE BROTHERHOOD PRESIDENT
Josh Mastronarde
Brotherhood News
Greetings from the Brotherhood! It’s been a busy and fulfilling summer, and as
the days get shorter and we shift into fall, it’s time to start preparing for Rosh
Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkot, Simchat Torah, and more – or as my non-Jewish friends call them:
“Wait, another one? Didn’t you just have a holiday last week?” For me, it’s refreshing to take time away
from work and everything else, and focus inward for a little while.

Over the summer, Brotherhood:


Held our annual members’ meeting, at which in addition to good food and company and the formal
presentations of the state of Brotherhood, we also had a great discussion on various topics and
suggestions for activities that we are looking to implement.



Organized a night of baseball and barbeque at the River Cats



Catered several b’nai mitzvah luncheons.

All that was practice for the service and fun activities Brotherhood is gearing up for in the next
couple of months:


Providing the Religious School opening day picnic – always tasty and a good excuse for families to
reconnect after the summer break



Coordinating the High Holy Days ushers, an important program that draws volunteers from
Brotherhood and the rest of the congregation



Providing the Yom Kippur break-the-fast (I’ve already started counting down the hours until Neilah!)



Catering more b’nai mitzvah luncheons. These are a fun and fulfilling way to socialize, feel helpful,
and honor the youth in our congregation as they become the young adults of our congregation.

If you’re interested in volunteering for any of these, contact Jeff Rabinovitz at jjrabinovitz@gmail.com.
Continuing the list theme:


If you haven’t joined or renewed your Brotherhood membership yet, please go to
www.cbisacramento.org/form/brotherhood19-20; it’s quick and easy! We are especially interested
in updating the lists of who’s interested in what, including suggestions for additional activities.



FORE! We have received feedback from congregants (both men and women) that they want to golf.
If you would like to hit the links or driving range regularly (or occasionally), Brotherhood is compiling
a list of CBI's golfers. To be placed on our "Interested in Golf" list, please email our Membership VP,
Michael Aran, at michaelaran@gmail.com with your best contact information.



Don’t forget our ongoing recurring events, including the Achim discussion group for men, our First
Friday shot from the Brotherhood liquor stash during the Oneg, and our Boyz’ Night Out restaurant
visits (watch for details for the next one)! And I promise we haven’t forgotten about our rained-out
Cigars and Scotch; stay tuned for a new date.

Shana Tova!
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Brotherhood
Brotherhood Shabbat Drash: Our Responsibility to Volunteer
By Jon Meltzer (2018 Brotherhood Man of the Year)
Last year, I was incredibly honored to receive the Brotherhood Man of the Year
Award. But, as I was reminded recently, there was a bit of a catch – Brotherhood has
a new tradition that the member who receives the award shall deliver the drash the
following year. In keeping with tonight’s theme, the subject of my drash will be on
volunteering.
So much of who we are as a Jewish people is defined by embracing, over the generations, our individual responsibility to help protect and repair the world by voluntarily stepping up and
helping others – our families, our communities, our future generations yet to be born.
Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, the former Chief Rabbi of Great Britain, speaks eloquently on this
subject of volunteering. He tells us that “Jews know in their bones what volunteering is all about,”
pointing out that volunteering is a “… a tradition that goes back 26 centuries to the Babylonian exile,
when for the first time after achieving statehood, Jews found themselves without a land or home of
their own, where our ancestors were without rights or power. They knew that if they were to maintain
a communal infrastructure, they would have to do it for themselves. So began a tradition of voluntary
collective responsibility that sustained us as a people through centuries of exile and dispersion.”
Rabbi Sacks describes how, throughout the Diaspora, wherever there was a community of Jews,
there would almost always be a network of volunteers to provide food and clothing for the poor,
dowries for poor brides, medical attention for the sick, burial of the dead, support for the bereaved,
assistance for the families of those without work, and a system of education generally unrivalled
elsewhere.
That tradition of voluntary collective responsibility continued in the great waves of emigration of
Jews to America in the 19th and early 20th centuries. And while the nature of the services and assistance
offered may have evolved and changed over time, it is a tradition which continues to this day and which
continues to grow.
Consider our temple, Congregation B’nai Israel. I joined CBI just over nine years ago (which makes
me a relative newbie). It took me a long time after I joined to fully grasp the scope of everything we do
at CBI. And it took even longer to understand that our incredibly extensive buffet of programs, groups,
activities, and committees, all of them with many moving parts requiring ongoing care and attention
and leadership, are not just add-on options that are nice to have, but fundamental and integral to who
and what we are, and what we must be as a genuinely engaged Jewish community.
Rabbi Sacks says that our Jewish communities could not exist for a day without their volunteers,
that volunteering is the lifeblood of our organizations. How true that is here at CBI – can you imagine
what would it be like without our legions of volunteers? I’m hesitant to even try to name all the
programs, activities, events, or routine humdrum administrative and maintenance stuff that depend
upon volunteers. It would be much quicker to think of the few things that don’t involve volunteers!
And keep in mind we are anything but a static, stodgy organization. Under the visionary leadership
of our rabbi, and her confidence in what we as a congregation of committed individuals working
together can accomplish, I think it is safe to say we should expect to continue to grow as a vital and innovative temple community, a community that truly makes a positive difference in the world around us.
Which means that volunteering becomes even more important!
It would probably be eye-opening to calculate the total number of volunteer hours each year. And of
course when I talk about volunteering, it doesn’t mean just congregants – it includes our staff and
Continued on page 10
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Women of B’nai Israel
FROM THE WOMEN OF B’NAI ISRAEL PRESIDENT
Eve Panush
A New Year … A New Web Page
The High Holy Days are a time for reflection and renewal. It’s an opportunity
for us to honestly evaluate our actions and intentions during the past year and ask
that we be inscribed in the Book of Life for another year. So it is with the Women
of B’nai Israel.
Throughout the years, Sisterhood has played a vital role in helping our congregation enrich the lives
of our members and the community. As I reflect on the past year, I am pleased to say the Women of
B’nai Israel continues in that tradition. This year alone we provided financial support to the following:
 $11,200 to the SAFE campaign to install campus-wide Wi-Fi
 $5,000 towards camperships through the Price Campership Fund
 $2000 towards the Down and Derby fundraising and $2000 towards Camp Nefesh
 $2,600 in other contributions
 $4,500 to the Central Downtown Food Basket
 $500 to the Jewish Film Festival
 $1,000 to the Mother-Daughter Bat Mitzvah Program of Kehillat Kodesh v’Hol, our sister Reform
congregation in Israel
 $2,000 from our Tzedakah Circle of Giving to local Sacramento youth programs.
While charitable contributions are a significant part of our work, we engage in much more, such as
community-building activities in collaboration with the Brotherhood, Family Promise, and Camp Nefesh.
Additionally, we host a book group and weekly mah jongg games. Our yearly calendar is filled with
activities that appeal to a variety of interests: social, educational, social action, and spiritual. There really
is something for everyone!
To see a list of our various activities and programs, please visit our redesigned “web page of life” on
ShulCloud (https://www.cbisacramento.org/wbi). And on our new web page you can take advantage of
the online dues option. It’s a quick and easy way to renew your membership or to join.
We intend, in the coming year, to continue our support of our congregation and the community, to
involve women of every age and interest, and to make a difference in the world. On behalf of the
Women of B’nai Israel, I would like to wish you l’shana tova – and may you be written in the Book of Life.

Volunteers Needed
Here’s your chance to do a mitzvah! Please use the links below to help with
S’lichot and Rosh Hashanah receptions. We need baked goods or snacks and
help with setup, serving, and cleanup. Thank you!
S’lichot: www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0f4ba8a92ea6f85-slichotsaturday
Rosh Hashanah: www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F4BA8A92EA6F85-rosh

MORE WOMEN OF B’NAI ISRAEL NEWS ON PAGE 10.
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Brotherhood, cont.

Women of B’nai Israel, cont.

Continued from page 8

Women of B’nai Israel Events

clergy who give so much of themselves, and who
volunteer and sacrifice so much of their own time,
beyond their own “normal” work hours, for the
support and betterment of our community.
This gift of time is in many ways the most
precious gift that any of us can give, because time
is the one commodity that is truly irreplaceable.
I’ll finish with another quotation from Rabbi
Sacks that may help explain why we volunteer: “A
truth we sometimes forget, that the greatest untapped source of renewable energy is altruism.
People want to give … Ask any volunteer and they
will usually tell you that they gain more than they
give. They don’t do it for recognition. They do it
because they know volunteering helps change the
world because it changes us. A society in which
there are high levels of voluntary activity will
simply be a better, happier place than one where
there are not.”

Sunday, September 15: Wine Tasting at the Old
Sugar Mill, Clarksburg -- meet at CBI parking lot at
1:00 pm or at the Old Sugar Mill at 2:00 pm
Monday, September 16: WBI Board Meeting,
6:00 – 8:00 pm, CBI Conference Room
Saturday, September 21: S’lichot, 7:30 pm, Social
Hall (see front page for details)
Monday, September 30: Rosh Hashanah
Reception, 1:30 pm (approximately)
Monday, October 14: WBI Board Meeting,
6:00 – 8:00 pm, CBI Conference Room
Thursday, October 24: Annual Fall Fashion Show –
Learn about the latest trends and what styles look
best on your body type at the Women of B’nai
Israel Annual Fall Benefit Fashion Show at Katia's
Collections, 5619 H Street, East Sacramento. The
event will begin at 6:00 pm with dinner and wine,
followed by a fashion show at 6:30 pm. A special
discount will be offered to all guests exclusively
this evening.
The cost for this event is $36. Please make your
tax-deductible check payable to Women of B’nai
Israel (all proceeds benefit the WBI Price
Campership Fund). This event always sells out so
please send your check ASAP to Jackie Levy, 2805
Huntington Road, Sacramento, CA 95864. The
deadline to RSVP is October 14. Questions?
Contact Jackie at 916-708-1107 or
JRWLevy@aol.com.

Brotherhood Members at Happy Hour Havdalah
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Youth and Family Education
DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION
Denise Crevin
Love and Literacy
With the start of a new Jewish year comes the start of our new Jewish education
year, and I continue to feel inspired as part of this community. Our programs provide
opportunities for children, teens, adults, and families to connect and create
community while building their Jewish knowledge. A Jewish educator colleague of mine, Kendra Sager,
refers to these dual pillars as “love” and “literacy.”
My goal as Director of Education is to make Congregation B’nai Israel a place that develops Jews
who are both knowledgeable and literate, and who also feel loved by and love for their community.
While some argue that one comes at the expense of the other, I believe the balance between the two
is what gives meaning to the Jewish experience. Both love and literacy are key to building a strong
foundation of Jewish identity.
Sometimes I hear from members who are focused only on what they and their children learn here.
And at other times I hear from those who are only concerned with forming strong friendships and finding community here. Yet literacy alone or love alone won’t support a lasting Jewish identity.
Our educational offerings strive to offer positive Jewish learning experiences, with the goal of
participants forming a shared bond and a strong foundation of Jewish knowledge that can sustain their
connections to Judaism over time. We seek to help our learners find both love and literacy, even if not
in equal parts, so they can continue to reach higher levels of both. And only by focusing on both can we
prepare our learners to make meaning of their own Jewish identities, so they can navigate our world
with a clear understanding of their place in the Jewish story.
I am excited to engage with our community this year – and to learn with you and from you! Reach
out anytime!
L’shana tova,
Denise

Kesher News
We are beyond thrilled to announce the hiring of a Youth &
Family Engagement Coordinator to oversee our post-b’nai
mitzvah programs. Keren Hammill led and facilitated several of
our teen programs last year and just completed her third summer
as Camp Shelanu Director. She brings energy, creativity, and a
strong background in Jewish education to this part-time position,
and we look forward to our youth programs thriving under her
direction!
Please visit cbisacramento.org/kesher for our Kesher
th
(8 -12th grade) calendar of programs and events, and add them
to your calendar. Your teens won’t want to miss out! Questions?
Contact Keren at kesher@bnais.com or 916-446-4861.
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Adult Education
Lifelong Jewish Learning –
September and October

Religious Ethics in the 21st Century ▪ Rabbi Mona
Alfi
Tuesday, September 24, noon – 1:00 pm, Library
Rabbi Alfi tackles some of the toughest issues of
Jewish ethics as applied to modern life. We discuss
politics, economics, Israel, Jewish communal
relations, and many other issues. To request or
suggest a topic, please e-mail Rabbi Alfi with ideas.
Drop-ins and newcomers are welcome! Bring a
brown bag lunch.

September
Jewish Medical Ethics: What Judaism Says
About Medical Care ▪ Theo Goodwin and Steve
Orkand
Tuesday, September 10, noon – 1:00 pm, Library
Access to medical care has been a hot political
topic, and it should not be surprising that
Judaism has a lot to say about this important issue. In this second session of a two-part course,
we will look at ancient and contemporary
sources to try to understand how our religion
can guide us in the many ethical issues that arise
around medical care. This session will take the
place of Rabbi Alfi’s regularly scheduled sessions
on Religious Ethics in the 21st Century. All are
invited. Feel free to bring a sack lunch.

October
Religious Ethics in the 21st Century ▪ Rabbi Mona
Alfi
Tuesday, October 22, noon – 1:00 pm, Library
Note: no Religious Ethics on October 8.
Coming Attractions – Save the Dates!
Aleph Bet Class ▪ Lisa Brodkey and Jennifer
Kaufman
Sundays, January 12 and 26, February 2 and 9,
10:15 am - noon, Library
This class is an introduction to reading Hebrew
for beginners, designed for anyone who wants to
"crack the code" of the Hebrew alphabet. This is a
popular class, taught by talented and engaging
congregants. Fee: $25 for members, $30 for nonmembers. Registration information and other details to follow in the November/December issue.

Achim: A Discussion Group for Men ▪ Dr. Glenn
Hammel and the Brotherhood
Sunday, September 22, 7:00 – 8:30 pm, Chapel
Achim is the Hebrew
word for “brothers,” and
this group is a forum for
education, facilitated
discussion, contemplation,
and camaraderie, led by
Dr. Glenn Hammel, Ph.D.
and Rebbitzen. (Note: no
Achim in October.)
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Israel Committee
Religious Pluralism in Israel -- Ways to Learn About and Support It
By Dan Rabovsky, Israel Committee Co-chair
Israeli Elections (Again): On September 17, Israel will hold another national election. This comes
just five months after the previous election, which resulted in an overall majority for the right-wing and
religious parties, but failed to produce a ruling coalition because Prime Minister Netanyahu was unable
to broker an agreement between Avigdor Lieberman’s Yisrael Beiteinu party (of mostly secular former
Soviet Jews) and the two religious parties. The Israeli political picture is fluid and complex, but from a
Jewish American perspective there are perhaps three things to watch: (1) Will Benjamin Netanyahu,
now the longest serving Israeli leader, remain prime minister? (2) Will the religious parties be included in
the new government coalition? (3) Will some new alignment, such as a national unity coalition of parties
on the right and center-left, emerge?
Save the Date: Sunday, December 8 – Religious Pluralism in Israel (at Congregation Beth Shalom):
A reminder that the CBI Israel Committee will cosponsor a TICVA (The Israel Civil Voice Alliance) event
on Sunday, December 8, at 1:00 pm at Congregation Beth Shalom. TICVA will present “So Many Ways to
Be a Jew: Religious Pluralism in Israel.” The event will feature a presentation by Yael Yechieli-Persico,
with participation by local rabbis and cantors. Yael has been part of the Israeli Jewish Renaissance for
the last 20 years and is a co-founder of Havaya, which facilitates alternative Jewish life ceremonies.
Join ARZA and Participate in the World Zionist Organization 2020 Election: Watch for a CBI announcement about supporting progressive Judaism in Israel through membership in the Association of
Reform Zionists of America (ARZA). Take part in the World Zionist Congress election to advance Reform
Jewish values and provide essential support, representation, and funding for our movement in Israel.
The election will take place from January 21 to March 11, 2020. It’s crucial – and simple – for every
Reform Jew to vote. To learn more, see “5 Things You Should Know About the WZC Elections” at
https://urj.org/blog/. Contact the CBI office or the Israel Committee about becoming a Congregational
Captain, and watch for more information about the election.
CBI Study Tour of Israel and Visit to Holon: Are you interested in visiting Israel on an organized
study tour with Rabbi Alfi and fellow congregants? Experience Israel as it is today, and visit Rabbi Galit
Cohen-Kedem and CBI’s sister Reform congregation (Kehillat Kodesh v’Hol) in Holon to see and support
religious pluralism in action in this diverse middle-class city south of Tel Aviv. We have three potential
dates for a tour: end of July to August 5, 2020; January 1 to 10, 2021; and February 21 to March 1, 2021.
Watch for future announcements and help plan the trip. To indicate your interest and for questions
or suggestions about the trip, or to participate in the Israel Committee, please contact one of the
co-chairs: Dan Rabovsky (beaniecat3711-bnai@yahoo.com) or Jeff Rabinovitz (jjrabinovitz@gmail.com).
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170th Anniversary
Celebrating Our Inspiring History
In 1849, a small number of pioneer Jews gathered at the jewelry store/residence of Moses Hyman on
Front Street, in what is now Old Sacramento, to worship during the High Holy Days. That minyan grew
and evolved to become Congregation B’nai Israel. Moses Hyman was the first of many dedicated lay
leaders and clergy throughout our history. His gravestone honors him as:

In September 1852, the B’nai Israel synagogue was consecrated in
a building at 7th and L Streets, bought from the Methodist Episcopal
Church for a reported $2,000. That building was the first of five
temples owned by B’nai Israel. In 1958, the State of California and the
City of Sacramento installed an official plaque commemorating this
inaugural Jewish place of worship in California (see photo, right).
On April 2, 1954, Congregation B’nai Israel members and guests
gathered 1,000 strong to dedicate our new congregational home (our
fifth temple) on Riverside Blvd. The stained-glass panes held within
them smaller panes brought from the old temple at 15th and O Streets
(the fourth temple). The dedication was exactly 50 years after, to the
very night, the dedication of the old temple. Rabbi Irving Hausman and CBI President Dalton G. Feldstein
led the sacred procession of the Torahs to their new ark. It was widely agreed that Dalton was “the
propelling force” behind the new temple, and he gave the dedicatory address, asking the gathering to
pay its respects to those pioneers who founded B’nai Israel more than 100 years earlier. Dalton spoke:
“This is the first time in my life that I have the honor and the pleasure to dedicate a house of worship. The
problems and trials that went into bringing it into being are as nothing tonight.”
These are but three examples of our communal efforts over 170 years to build a sacred community
and to engage in Torah (study), avodah (worship) and g’milut chasadim (acts of lovingkindness). We
stand on the shoulders of those giants who came before us. Together we have created a strong spiritual
community, an extended family to share the joys
and to support each other through the sorrows of
life, to engage in lifelong learning, and to support
social justice.
Throughout the 2019/20 anniversary year, we
will celebrate our past, enjoy our present, and
build our future. We will join together not only to
celebrate but to ensure that our beloved
congregation will remain a vibrant Jewish home
for worship, education, and social responsibility
for the generations to come.
The kickoff of our 170th anniversary celebration
will be on Erev Rosh Hashanah, Sunday, September 29, with a special sermon from Rabbi Alfi and
the distribution of a brochure and other materials
describing the activities for the year. All of the
Groundbreaking for Riverside Boulevard temple in 1952.
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170th Anniversary
wonderful events are listed below in chronological order, but we want to highlight three special
weekends with activities for all ages and for varied interests:






The weekend of November 15 and 16 will include two events. On Friday there will be a special
Shabbat service with Rabbi Emeritus Lester Frazin, followed by a festive Oneg catered by the
Brotherhood. Saturday will feature a gala banquet at CBI, with our honored Sacramento mayor as the
master of ceremonies, short speeches, lovely music, and an opportunity for a group photo of
members of Confirmation Classes going back over seven decades.
The weekend of January 17, 2020, will include a Social Justice Shabbat with Union for Reform
Judaism (URJ) President Rabbi Rick Jacobs, and a variety of hands-on social action service
opportunities on Martin Luther King, Jr., Day.
The weekend of February 29 and March 1, 2020, will bring a fascinating historical Scholar-inResidence program (including dinner) on Saturday evening, and an exciting cemetery tour at the
Home of Peace on Sunday morning.

As part of the 170th anniversary celebration, our outstanding archivists, Deborah Gordon and Leah
Ezray, are mounting a new exhibit in Heritage Hall (the foyer north of the Social Hall) to highlight the
leadership of our congregation in tikkun olam over the past 170 years.
We are both very pleased to have the honor and responsibility of serving as co-chairs for the 170th
anniversary celebration. We are hopeful that we will be able to describe the challenges “as nothing” and
to cherish the pleasures as, together, we all build community. We welcome comments and suggestions.

Marc Koenigsberg (marc.koenigsberg@gmail.com)
Dorothy Landsberg (dlandsberg@pacific.edu)
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Social Action
Alon Shalev of AJWS to Deliver Guest Drash on Friday, September 20
Alon Shalev is the Executive Director of the American Jewish World Service
(AJWS) for San Francisco and the Western Region. Alon will deliver the drash at our
Shabbat service and will join us at the oneg for Q & A about his organization's work.
The AJWS works to fight poverty and pursue justice in the developing world.
For many AJWS supporters, tikkun olam is the essence of what it means to be Jewish. Jewish teachings to help the poor, care for the stranger, and recognize the inherent dignity of every human being animate the AJWS’s commitment to build a
better world. For more information, go to www.ajws.org.

IMMIGRATION AND REFUGEE ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE
“Making a Difference”: Maryann Rabovsky, Chair
Recently, Rick Jacobs, President of the Union for Reform Judaism (URJ), stood with hundreds of
protesters outside a federal immigration detention facility in El Paso, Texas. Joined by Reform Jewish
leaders from across the country, he shared the story of how Jews stood up to the Pharaoh in Egypt.
“There were people of courage, and they stood up and would not fall into line – those people are
related to each of us, because we will not be silent now.”
It’s easy to feel helpless in the face of the accelerating crackdown on undocumented immigrants
living in the U.S. and crossing the southern border. As Reform Jews, we know that inaction is not an
option. As with much activism, you can have the most impact by acting in your local community. Here
are a few suggestions for getting involved amidst the current immigration and refugee crisis:


Support the causes/organizations that are fighting back (e.g., ACLU, Sacramento Area
Congregations Together, Religious Action Center [RAC], San Diego Rapid Response Network).



Show up at demonstrations and protests.



Continue to write your congressional representatives (even just to say “thank you,” since most
of our local representatives support our cause).



Vote and help others register to vote.

Please contact me at mrabovsky@gmail.com if you would like to be a part of CBI’s Immigration and
Refugee Assistance Committee.
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Social Action
SUSTAINABLE LIVING COMMITTEE
Contacts: SLC co-chairs Terri Gaines (tlgaines0@gmail.com) and Judy Painter (portpaint@sbcglobal.net)
Gan Organic: Garden Beds for Rent
Do you enjoy growing your own fresh organic veggies and flowers? Have you been wishing for extra
space to start a garden? You’re in luck! The SLC will start renting out garden plots this month.
Gan Organic is dedicated to providing CBI youth with learning opportunities that promote sustainable
practices and support Jewish teachings of earth stewardship. Religious School students will continue to
maintain most of the beds, with the remainder rented out to individuals or families at a rate of $25 per
growing season. Please contact Judy Painter (portpaint@sbcglobal.net) or Sue Rosenberg
(susanarosenberg@gmail.com) for details.
The BBC: B’nai Beautification Crew
Next beautification session: Sunday, September 15, from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon
The B’nai Beautification Crew is a group of volunteers dedicated to helping out with landscape
maintenance and enhancements on the CBI campus. Improvements are ongoing, with workdays
scheduled throughout the year. Contact Marty Solov, solovm@yahoo.com, 916-346-6492.
American River Parkway Stewardship
Join with other CBI volunteers to enjoy nature while nurturing a valuable community ecological
resource. Please contact Todd Mendell (ptmendell@comcast.net, 916-684-6734) for information and to
sign up.

Dorothy and Brian Landsberg in the 1960s
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Social Action
From the Rabbi:
Civil Rights Then and Now

conference in Washington, DC, right before the
Memphis segment. Or you can put all three
segments together to make this a week-long justice
journey!

Dear Congregants,

The dates for the three segments are:

I’d like to invite you to join me and fellow
B’nai Israel members for a Civil Rights Tour next
May. We’ll visit historic and cultural sites in
Atlanta, Montgomery, Selma, and Birmingham.

May 3-5: Bend the Arc’s Pursuing Justice
Conference, Washington, DC
May 5-7: Memphis Tour
May 7-10: Atlanta, Montgomery, Selma, and
Birmingham Tour

Why a Civil Rights Tour? Given current
discussions about voting rights, racial disparities
in law enforcement and criminal justice, and even
who is counted in the upcoming census, I think it
vital to develop a shared understanding of the
historical context for these issues.

For more information, please see our website
at www.cbisacramento.org/civilrightstour or
contact Judy Heiman at racialjustice@bnais.com.
I look forward to traveling and learning
together with you!

The tour will be led by Etgar 36, an
organization that specializes in guiding Jewish
groups through the history and culture of the
South. They’ll introduce us to educators,
politicians, activists, musicians, and community
leaders to help us interpret what we’re seeing
and how it relates to civil rights themes and issues, past and present. They’ll also help us connect what we’re learning to our Jewish heritage
and values.

B’Shalom,
Rabbi Mona Alfi

Additional details



My hope is that, through this shared
experience, our congregation will gain additional
inspiration – and strategies – to work for civil
rights and racial justice here at home.
A planning group is hard at work organizing a
meaningful trip. We’re also planning a series of
pre-trip events including films, book discussions,
and speakers, as well as social time for trip
participants to get to know each other before the
trip. Our kickoff event on Sunday, September 8,
features beloved congregants Brian and Dorothy
Landsberg, who will share their story of how they
met while working to advance voting rights
around the time of the Selma march. (See box for
details.)



By popular demand, we’re offering a two-day
blues and history tour of Memphis right before the
Etgar tour. Participants can also consider attending a national, progressive Jewish social justice

Reservations are due November 1, with final
commitments by January 15.
Come to our kickoff pre-trip event on
Sunday, September 8: Romance and Civil
Rights Enforcement in the 1960s: The
Landsberg Story. Potluck dinner at 6:00 pm
in the Social Hall, followed by program at
7:00 pm. Everyone is welcome at no charge,
including those not planning to travel with
us. This event is an exciting opportunity to
learn more about an important part of US
history and to discuss how the fight for
voting rights and racial justice continues.
Save the dates: additional pre-trip programs
are tentatively planned for the following
Sundays: November 3, December 1,
January 5, February 2, and April 5.

More info: cbisacramento.org/civilrightstour
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Caring Community at B’nai Israel – Please Join with Us!
By Loril Tochterman, Caring Community Chair
B’nai Israel’s Caring Community reflects a passage from the Pirkei Avot (“Wisdom of the Sages”) in
the Mishnah. We are taught that the world stands on three “pillars” – Torah, Avodah, and G’milut
Chasadim. In brief, Torah refers to learning what the world is about and our obligations in it. Avodah refers
to service to G-d or worship; it is a reminder that our actions impact our soul. And the phrase G’milut
Chasadim (“acts of lovingkindness”) means the knowledge and understanding that we should care for and
support each other, because we are not alone in the world.
The Caring Community is the heartbeat of our CBI community, caring for and supporting our
community in the most profound way. Like the world, this committee has three pillars, or subcommittees: Healing, Hineini, and Simcha. Those volunteering for “Healing” might make phone calls, send cards,
and/or visit those who are sick, homebound, or in the hospital. Those volunteering for Hineini deliver
shiva baskets, and might assist a family with holding a shiva service in their home. Those volunteering for
Simcha would send cards of congratulations to help celebrate the many joyous events in the lives of our
congregants.
The Caring Community is the largest committee at CBI! Every member of CBI can be a member of the
Caring Community. As a member, you choose how you want to be involved. Will you be the person who
takes a few minutes to make a phone call to someone who is sick, send a card, or visit someone in the
hospital? Will you bring a shiva basket to a home or assist a family at a shiva service in their home?
Actively participating in the Caring Community can take a few minutes or a few hours – the time commitment is up to you.

Caring for and supporting each other – from our most vulnerable, devastating experiences to our
most joyous times of kvelling – is our obligation; it’s the essence of engaging in acts of lovingkindness.
Please contact one of the Caring Community coordinators to let us know how you would like to
participate, or attend our first meeting on Sunday, November 10, at 10:30 am.
Be the smile, to brighten someone’s day.
Give the words of comfort, the voice to join in healing prayer.
Write the note of joy, of sympathy, of support.
Most important, be the person who ensures that no member of CBI,
our community, ever feels that they are alone.

Healing Coordinator: Sara O’Connor (sarasbuddy1@gmail.com)
Hineini Coordinator: Lynn Terleski-Katz (lrtk@sbcglobal.net)
Simcha Coordinators: Sandy Deutsch (sandydeutsch@icloud.com) and Bonnie Penix (bpenix@att.net)

Caring Community Chair: Loril Tochterman (caring@bnais.com)
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Gift Shop Sale to Start the New Year
The Jonas Goldman Judaica Shop will be open on the opening
days of Religious School and Hebrew School – Sunday, September 8,
from 9:30 am to 1:00 pm and Tuesday, September 10, from 2:00 to
5:30 pm – to assist you with your holiday shopping. Remember, Rosh
Hashanah begins on Sunday, September 29.
We’ve ordered some great Judaica and holiday items and jewelry
to start the New Year. We have shofars, honey pots, New Year’s
cards, and gift items. Check out our sale tables in the foyer outside
the gift shop – all items 50% off. Inside the shop, necklaces are on
sale for 20% off on Sunday, September 8.
Or come see us during our regular hours: Sunday mornings from 9:30 am to 1:00 pm and Tuesday
afternoons from 2:00 to 5:30 pm, whenever Religious School is in session. Questions? or need an
appointment, call Jane Orkand at 916-365-5579.
Chag sameach!

Touch of Shabbat: End of the Journey
The journey began over 30 years ago. Back in 1987, Betty Reuben, Jane Orkand, and Sylvia Shemanski
(of blessed memory) started A Touch of Shabbat. It began as a response to the HIV/AIDS epidemic. We
asked what we in Sisterhood could do to alleviate the suffering of those who were afflicted in our community, and this program was our best response. Over the decades, our wonderful volunteers have joined
this endeavor, delivering chicken soup, challah, and applesauce every month to our grateful recipients.
Our current delivery team includes Nina Anderson, Carol Blackman, Illene Carroll, Barbara Colton,
Anne Eisenberg, Denise Gottlieb, Elaine Hussey, Jennifer Kaufman, Sandy Kaufman, Carole Kovnick, Deni
Deutsch Marshall, Hope Rabinovitz, Andrea Rosen, Teresa Schimandle, JoAnn Solov, and Linda
Tochterman, along with co-chairs Jane Orkand and Betty Reuben. But there have been so many more
these past 30+ years.
For over a decade the wonderful chicken soup mavens of TDX, a Jewish women’s sorority, have joined
in our effort by making the chicken soup that we deliver. Special thanks to the presidents, soup team
coordinators, and master cooks that have made our work possible.
Since the inception of this project, the Women of B’nai Israel have provided consistent financial
support and encouragement. Thanks to the many Board members who have supported our work.
Our goal was to offer a helping hand to those who were often ostracized from their family and
friends, and we know we succeeded. But the face of HIV/AIDS has changed dramatically over the years.
Now, rather than delivering to people with a terminal disease who were isolated from family and
community, we are delivering to people who are living with a chronic disease and remain active in their
communities. Fortunately, they no longer face the isolation that had been so hurtful.
Now, with our mission fulfilled, we are going to close this chapter. The last delivery for Touch of
Shabbat will be Friday, September 27. We appreciate all the care and compassion that our volunteers
have demonstrated in helping our recipients preserve their lives and their dignity. It has been a long but
rewarding endeavor.
20

CBI Bulletin Board
Library Snippets
By Twila Morris, Library Committee
The Sosnick Library has received some
generous donations recently, including from
Bernie Marks (z’’l) and from Rabbi Ilana Mills. So
it seems a good time to share our guidelines for
book donations. Given our limited space and the
wide variety of wonderful Jewish books and authors, we must be selective about acquisitions.
If you wish, you can bring all your book
donations to the library. We will find homes for
them, either in our collection, or with other
Jewish or non-Jewish sources. You can also bring
your books to the “little free library” in the foyer
outside the CBI Chapel.
When you bring books in, sign in at the office
and let the staff know that you’re donating
books. Please label your delivery with your name
and contact information. Accepted donations will
be acknowledged with a book plate (unless you
ask for anonymity).
If you prefer to determine for yourself where
your donation might end up, here are some
guidelines:
1. First, do we already have the item? You can
check the online catalog (LibraryThing.com/
catalog/SosnickLibrary) and search to see if
your book is already in our collection. Except
for some children’s books, we don’t usually
keep duplicates.
2. Next, of course, does it have Jewish content?
A Jewish author isn’t always enough, unless
the author is a congregant of CBI. Also, we
are becoming much more selective about
CDs and DVDs, given the wide availability of
streaming services.
3. Finally, we are attempting to create a more
contemporary collection with greater Jewish
diversity. So we are especially focused on
materials reflecting Sephardic cultures,
children’s and young adult books that show
children of mixed heritage or abilities,
audiobooks, and large-print books for
visually impaired readers.

Our recent acquisitions:
Adult Fiction:


I, Sarah Steinway, Mary E. Carter (award winner)



The Last Watchman of Old Cairo, Michael David
Lukas (award winner)
The Paris Architect, Charles Belfoure



Adult Nonfiction:
 The Diary of Anne Frank
Acting Edition for
Theater Productions
 Unscrolled: 54 Writers and
Artists Wrestle with the
Torah, Roger Bennett
 America’s Jewish Women: A
History from Colonial Times
to Today, Pamela Nadell
Young Adult:
 Miss Peregrine’s Home for
Peculiar Children,
Ransom Riggs
 You’ll Miss me When I’m
Gone, Rachel Lynn
Solomon
Juvenile:
 I Dissent: Ruth Bader
Ginsberg Makes Her Mark,
Debbie Levy
 Fascinating: The Life of
Leonard Nimoy,
Richard Michelson
 Penina Levine is a Potato
Pancake, Rebecca O’Connell
 Matzah Belowstairs, Susan
Lynn Meyer
Audiobooks:
 The Mercedes Coffin, Faye Kellerman
 America’s Jewish Women: A History from Colonial
Times to Today, Pamela Nadell
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We Mourn Our Losses

Mazel Tov!

Dale E. Carter
beloved husband of Barbara Steinhardt-Carter;
father of Jeremy Carter and Rachel Mayer;
and beloved son, grandfather, uncle,
and brother-in-law

…to Susan Aguilar, who has earned a Ph.D. in Jewish History and Culture from the Graduate Theological Union (Berkeley). She successfully defended her
doctoral dissertation, entitled “To See and Be Seen:
Jews, Civitas, and Urban Processions in the Late
Medieval Crown of Aragon,” in June; her degree
will be officially conferred in October.

Michael Goldstein
beloved husband of Susan Bales;
brother of Laurie Wood;
brother-in-law of Robert Wood;
father of Andrew Goldstein;
uncle of Hannah Wood

…to Carol Moon Goldberg, newly elected to a twoyear term as President of the Board of Directors of
the League of Women Voters (LWV) of California.
The California LWV includes dozens of local chapters throughout the state, including an active
chapter in Sacramento. The League supports voter
education, voting rights, and campaign finance
reform; it has also been involved in a variety of
other causes, including the environment, fighting
poverty and discrimination, and health care reform.

Linda Kathleen Hubbs
beloved sister of Greg Hubbs;
sister-in-law of Wendy Hubbs;
aunt of Eric Hubbs, Marissa Hubbs,
and Brian Hubbs & Kathleen Grey

Cliff Salwen

…to Jennifer Brodkey Kaufman, who will be
nominated as the next Chair of the Union for
Reform Judaism (URJ) at the 2019 URJ Biennial in
December. The URJ represents more than 900
Reform congregations in North America. Jennifer
was chosen by the URJ Special Nominating Committee in early June. Jennifer has served as a Vice-Chair
of the URJ’s North American Board since 2014.

beloved uncle of Melanie Passovoy
and Neal Meredith;
uncle-in-law of Dave Passovoy
and Erika Meredith;
great-uncle of Aliya & Gillian Passovoy,
and Samantha & Eleanor Meredith

…to Laura Saunders, daughter of Sue and Alan
Saunders, who will be recognized by the New
Israel Fund as their New Generations honoree at
their Guardian of Democracy anniversary dinner on
September 22.

WE WELCOME OUR
NEW MEMBERS!
Ari and Stacey Asher
Daryl Brand
Stacey Halper
David Lewis
Janice and William McDavit-Aron
Gordon Spector
Robin Spielvogel

…to Emily Vasquez, named by the Sacramento
County Bar Association as Judge of the Year. She
will be honored at a reception on September 19.
…to Miriam Joffe-Block and Andrew McLeod on
the birth of their daughter, Devorah Anne JoffeMcLeod, on May 28.
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We Thank Our Contributors
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class
Idelle Claypool
Harold and Anne Eisenberg for her kindness to our family
Greg and Wendy Hubbs for the wedding of Brian and
Kathleen
Fran Levy in memory of Jerry Eisenberg and Herbert
Jacobowitz
Stella Connell Levy in appreciation of the Loha’s Garden/
Mustard Seed Mitzvah Day Team: Jo and Marty Solov;
Corey, Marcy, and Natalie Brown; Rachel Weinreb; Nita
Davidson; Richard Cohen; Daisy Mah; Lisa Bertaccini; Farla
Kaufman and Neil Dubrovsky; Henry Gordon and Diane
Rosenblum; Casey Knitel
Jessica Medintz and Yuri Kvichko
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Adult B’nai Mitzvah class
Sandi Goldstein in memory of Michael Goldstein
Warren and Joanne Harris in memory of Michael
Goldstein
Greg and Wendy Hubbs in appreciation
Stella Connell Levy in appreciation of Gordon and Vida
Adelman and of Michael Hersher
Jessica Medintz and Yuri Kvichko
Seth Moldoff for the baby naming of Noa Emily Moldoff

Israeli Dancing Fund
Glenn and Judi Gordon thank you to Michael and
Lillian for making Pippi a reality
Leadership Biennial Fund
Marion and Stanley Leff in honor of Jennifer
Kaufman’s election to chair of the board of the URJ
Social Action Fund
Abbie Blackman and Andrew Acosta thank you to
Helen Nusbaum for her support of their family
Marion and Stanley Leff in honor of JoAnn and
Marty Solov on receiving the Bernheimer Award
Stella Connell Levy in memory of her beloved
father, Morton Levy, and in honor of Dale Kasler’s
arrest while protecting civil rights and Mark Merin’s
work on behalf of our homeless sisters and brothers
Bonnie Penix in honor of Marty and JoAnn Solov as
recipients of the 2019 Bernheimer Award
Betty and Jack Reuben mazel tov to Jennifer
Kaufman on being nominated as the next URJ chair
Eileen Jacobowitz and Eric Wiesenthal in honor of
Jennifer Kaufman for her nomination as chair of URJ
and JoAnn and Marty Solov as recipients of the 2019
Bernheimer Award

Opper Courtyard Fund
Eileen Jacobowitz and Eric Wiesenthal

Adult Education Enrichment Fund
Bonnie Penix in honor of Terri and Jon Cristy for 5 years
of excellent programming

Religious School Scholarship Fund
Eileen Jacobowitz and Eric Wiesenthal in honor of
Alex Eisenberg’s bar mitzvah and confirmation and in
honor of Sydney Acosta’s confirmation

Carl Naluai, Jr. Music Fund
Cecile Kaplan in honor of Betty and Jack Reuben
Stella Connell Levy in memory of Carl and the beautiful
music he wrote for her daughter, and in memory of her
beloved daughter Loha Connell and her mother, Rita
Bornstein Levy

General/Yahrzeit Fund
Gordon and Vida Adelman in memory of Dewey
Hinrichsen
Elaine Altschul for the yahrzeits of Stephan Altschul and
Anna Gollay
Illene Carroll for the yahrzeits of Al Marten, Avrom
Samoville, Gladys Zemon, Edward Samoville, Rose
Neustadt, Dylan Carroll, Matt Samoville, Moritz Samoville,
Frank Brilliant, Mary Cohn, Beatrice Outwater, Jacqueline
Marten, Edward Lippman, and Martha Stern
Esther Gaines
Bonnie Penix in memory of Jerry Eisenberg and Herbert
Jacobowitz
Betty and Jack Reuben for the yahrzeit of Leon Salter
Mark and Lynn Snyder
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Camp Nefesh
Barbara Colton
Tonia Davis
Cassie Gilson and Loren Kaye
David and Deborah Gordon
Jane and Steven Orkand
Union for Reform Judaism
Michael Vines
Refugee/Immigrant Assistance Fund
Miriam Joffe-Block and Andrew McLeod for the
baby naming of their daughter, Devorah Anne JoffeMcLeod
Stella Connell Levy in memory of her paternal
grandparents, Aaron and Rose Gleibman Levy, and
of her maternal grandparents, Abraham and Ruth
Morrell Bornstein, and in appreciation of Ann
Kanter’s help with immigration issues

Sustainable Living Fund
Todd and Paula Mendell in honor of JoAnn and
Marty Solov receiving the Bernheimer Award
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Niggun Circle: Join Us on Thursday,
September 5, 7:00 – 8:30 pm in the Chapel
Come experience the beautiful, calming, and
transformative experience of a group joining
voices together in niggunim, or wordless Jewish
melodies. We will gather and nosh a little, sing
with periods of quiet interspersed, and then mingle some more. You don't have to be "musical"
or know any of the tunes ahead of time; a niggun
circle is about creating music together as a community, enjoying our collective voices, and quiet
contemplation. If you have a niggun you love and
want to lead it, please bring it! If you just want to
close your eyes, listen, and take in the melodies,
that's great, too.
This event is co-hosted with Kol Rinah
(kolrinahsacramento.org), an engaged, egalitarian, participatory community. Contact Miriam
Joffe-Block at joffemir@gmail.com with
questions.

Community Bulletin Board
NCJW Sacramento Section Opening
Meeting: “A Firsthand Report from
Our Southern Border” –
Sunday, September 8
All are invited to the National Council of Jewish
Women (NCJW) Sacramento Section’s opening
meeting on Sunday, September 8, from 3:00 to
5:00 pm in the Social Hall at Congregation B’nai
Israel.
During this time of controversy and chaos at
our border with Mexico, we are reminded of a
quote from Leviticus 24:22 – “You shall have one
standard for stranger and citizen alike, for I the
Lord am your God.”
As our meeting’s keynote
speaker, we are fortunate to
have Dale Stark, MD, a local
pediatrician who worked for
Sutter Medical Foundation for
27 years. She recently returned
from our southern border,
where she served immigrant
families caught in the maelstrom of the detention centers
and surrounding area as part of
a team with NORCAL Resist.
Prior to her work in Sacramento, Dr. Stark was a
clinical professor at San Francisco General Hospital
and a physician at La Clinica de La Raza in Oakland.
She has been involved in the fight for human rights
since the 1970s.
We’ll be discussing actions we can take now to
improve the lives of children and families who are
wandering strangers in our midst. Bring a friend!
There is no charge to attend. RSVP to
info@ncjwsac.org by September 4 to assure
enough space (and treats) for everyone.
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Jewish Genealogical Society of Sacramento
Sunday, September 15, 10:00 am
“French Genealogy: A Personal Story” – Susanne Levitsky
Susanne Levitsky is proud of both her French and California heritage and will talk about how the two
have intersected over the years. That includes how her great-grandfather and his brothers left Alsace for
California in the 1870s and how two of her cousins, born in Yolo County in the 1880s, later ended up in a
convoy to Auschwitz.
Susanne will also discuss some genealogical tips for French research and some places you might want
to visit during a trip to Paris.
Sunday, October 20, 10:00 am
“From Cemeteries to Mikvahs: Roots Trip to German Ancestral Towns” – Elaine Berghausen
In 2018, Elaine Berghausen and her husband visited three of her family’s ancestral towns in Germany,
located in the state of North Rhine-Westphalia (Nordrhein Westfalen). She will present information about
Jewish history in these towns, the many new resources for research she discovered, the role of the Jewish cemeteries today, and how she came to complete her grandmother’s gravestone. Elaine communicated with people in these towns long before her actual visit, which ensured a warm welcome and lots of
unexpected discoveries.
All are welcome to attend the September 15 and October 20 meetings at the Einstein Center, 1935
Wright Street, Sacramento. For more information, email jgssacramento@gmail.com or visit
www.jgss.org.

Lind Brothers
A Family Owned Funeral Home
and Crematory Since 1964
Our practices are grounded in the unshakable belief
in the sanctity of human life, the dignity of the person,
and the emotional and spiritual needs of the mourners.
Our commitment is to help you and your family
make a decision that truly makes a difference
both financially and spiritually.

4221 Manzanita Avenue, Carmichael, CA 95608
P: 916.482.8080 F: 916-482-2009
cporter@lindbrotherssacramento.com
www.lindbrotherssacramento.com
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September and October Second Shabbes Dinners
Fridays, September 13 and October 11
6:00pm Tot Shabbat Service | 6:30pm Dinner | 7:30pm Shabbat Service
September Menu
Hummus and pita
Falafel with tahini sauce
Romaine with tomatoes and cucumbers with
lemon vinaigrette
French fries
Marinated vegetables
For the children:
Mac & cheese
Baby carrots with ranch dressing

October Menu
Apricot-thyme glazed chicken
Noodle kugel with spinach and raisins
Baby greens with balsamic vinaigrette
Sautéed green beans with toasted almonds
For the children:
Mac & cheese
Baby carrots with ranch dressing

Adults $16; children’s meals are complimentary for ages 12 & under.
RSVP to the office at 916-446-4861 or online at www.cbisacramento.org/ongoing
Please mail your payment to Congregation B’nai Israel,

3600 Riverside Blvd., Sacramento, CA 95818
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