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Down & Derby

All are invited to the CBI

Saturday, May 4
6:30 pm
19th Annual
Spring Festival

Social Hall

—
—
–

Saturday, June 8, 7:00-10:00 pm
in the CBI Social Hall
Discussion and study led by
Rabbi Mona Alfi and Cantor Julie Steinberg
Led by the 2019 Confirmation Class
Sunday, June 9, 7:00 pm, Sanctuary

Monday, June 10, 9:15 am
in the Harry M. Tonkin Chapel

Worship
SHABBAT SERVICES AND TORAH STUDY
SATURDAY, JUNE 8
9:00 am
Torah Study
10:30 am
Kavanah Shabbat Morning Service

FRIDAY, MAY 3
7:30 pm
Shabbat Service
SATURDAY,
9:00 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

MAY 4
Torah Study
Mini Minyan
Kavanah Shabbat Morning Service

SUNDAY, JUNE 9
7:00 pm
Shavuot Service led by the
Confirmation Class
MONDAY, JUNE 10
9:15 am
Shavuot Yizkor Service
FRIDAY, JUNE 14
6:00 pm
Tot Shabbat Service
6:30 pm
Second Shabbes Dinner
7:30 pm
Shabbat Service

FRIDAY, MAY 10 - Education Shabbat
6:00 pm
Tot Shabbat Service
6:30 pm
Second Shabbes Dinner
7:30 pm
Shabbat Service
SATURDAY, MAY 11
9:00 am
Torah Study
10:30 am
Shabbat Morning Service
Adult B’nai Mitzvah

SATURDAY, JUNE 15
9:00 am
Torah Study
10:30 am
Shabbat Morning Service
Bat Mitzvah of Klara Goldberg

FRIDAY, MAY 17
7:00 pm
Shabbat Meditation
7:30 pm
Shabbat Service

FRIDAY, JUNE 21
7:30 pm
Shabbat Service

SATURDAY, MAY 18
9:00 am
Torah Study
10:30 am
Shabbat Morning Service

SATURDAY, JUNE 22
9:00 am
Torah Study
10:30 am
Shabbat Morning Service

FRIDAY, MAY 24
7:30 pm
Shabbat Service

FRIDAY, JUNE 28
7:30 pm
Shabbat Service

SATURDAY, MAY 25
9:00 am
Torah Study
10:30 am
Shabbat Morning Service

SATURDAY, JUNE 29
9:00 am
Torah Study
10:30 am
Shabbat Morning Service

FRIDAY, MAY 31
7:30 pm
Shabbat Service
SATURDAY, JUNE 1
9:00 am
Torah Study
10:30 am
Mini Minyan
10:30 am
Shabbat Morning Service
Bat Mitzvah of Miranda Churchill
FRIDAY, JUNE 7
9:30 am
Shabbatot
7:30 pm
Shabbat Service

ALL ARE INVITED TO ATTEND OUR SERVICES:
Friday Night Services are held in the Sanctuary.
Torah Study takes place in the Sosnick Library.
Saturday Morning Services are held in the Chapel.
If there is a bar or bat mitzvah, services are held in the Sanctuary.
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Our B’nai Mitzvah

MAZEL TOV TO OUR B’NAI MITZVAH STUDENTS
All are invited to attend Shabbat Morning Services.

Miranda Churchill, June 1
Hi! My name is Miranda Churchill. I am a 7th grader at Sutter Middle School.
In my free time, I enjoy dancing, playing with my dog, and hanging out with friends.
I have been attending CBI since first grade and I have two older brothers, Lucas
and Julian, who had their bar mitzvahs here.

For my mitzvah project, I am collecting donations for The Sacramento Arts
Education Consortium (SAEC). The SAEC helps keep something I love, performing
arts programs, in schools that can’t afford to fund them.

Klara Goldberg, June 15
Hi, my name is Klara Goldberg, and I am a 7th grader at Sutter Middle School.
I enjoy drawing, painting, singing, and being with all of my friends.
For my mitzvah project, I am volunteering at ArtBeast, a local nonprofit art
studio, for one of their summer camp sessions. I will be helping little kids have fun
and express their own different ways to be creative, and learn about art. I chose to
do this because one of my passions is art. When I was a child I went to ArtBeast,
and I want to give other children the same great experience that I had.
I am looking forward to my bat mitzvah on June 15, and I hope that you will join me.

2019 Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class Service on Saturday, May 11
Something wonderful will be happening on Saturday, May 11. The Adult B’nai Mitzvah class will
have their b’nai mitzvah ceremony after 18 months of studying with Cantor Julie Steinberg. A diverse
group of 17 people, the group worked together at this year’s Mitzvah Day to put together 35 outreach
bags for the Gender Health Center for unhoused individuals. They also purchased a set of Torah
rimonim (the silver finials that go on top of the dowels of the Torah). This gift to CBI was made in memory
of Bernie Marks, and will be used for the Torah that he recovered from his family’s Polish birthplace.
Join all of us on Saturday, May 11, at 10:30 am, with a Kiddush luncheon afterwards to celebrate.

Mazel Tov to:
Jill Abramson

Tina Gustavson

Maryann Rabovsky

Samantha Boyce

Bill Hitchins

Derek Rudnak

Gail Brosnan

Gregory Hubbs

Sean Ward

Sophie Ellinghouse

Byron Miller

Ally Evans

Patricia Porter

Julie Alpert
Weckstein

Jonathan Groveman Cameron Quinn
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Ann Zonderman

President’s Message
Spotlight on Security
The massacre of Muslim worshippers at a mosque in New Zealand was a painful reminder
of our own need to be vigilant about security at B’nai Israel. Security enhancements, partially
funded by Security and Facilities Enhancement (SAFE) contributions and by state and federal
grants, have been a priority for our Board this year. Improvements include new fire and
burglar alarm systems, cameras, fencing, bollards, blast film, new door locks, and classroom
curtains; we are about a third of the way toward completion of these projects. Our new south
area fence and electronic gate, which will essentially cut the south parking area into two
separate lots, will be installed in early fall. I will be briefing members about the fence during the oneg after Shabbat evening services and on some Sunday mornings; watch the Chadashot for announcements about dates.
In addition to physical improvements, we have
instituted new procedures and policies. These include an
updated crisis management plan and revised evacuation
routes, locking main entry doors, requiring members and
visitors to sign in at the office so we know who is on
campus, a rebooted parent security patrol, and training of
key volunteers on security practices.
Three steps each member can take to help make B’nai
Israel safe:
 Be aware of your surroundings while on campus,

and if you see something that makes you feel
unsafe or concerned, say something to the staff.
 Wear the name tags we make available at services or other events; getting to know each other enhances

safety while helping to build community.
 Donate to the SAFE Fund (designate “security”) to support our ongoing need for security improvements

(lighting, blast film, bollards, monitoring fees, security vests, walkie talkies, training, etc.).
The Board is balancing our desire to be an inclusive, open community with the need to deter threats and improve
safety on campus.
Our security improvements have required a great investment of time and effort from several members of our
congregation. I want to thank the following:
 Richard Deutsch, Terri Gaines, Greg Hubbs, Jon Meltzer, and Stan Wallin for working on our site’s physical

improvements
 Jon Meltzer and Sharon Rogoff for helping to secure grant funds, and Jon in particular for taking on the role

of grants manager
 Annie Morgan for helping to organize our security patrol
 DeAnna Stevens for training our staff and volunteers, and for consulting with us on security policies and

practices
 Our staff for adapting to new office procedures
 Leslie Oberst (Executive Director), Denise Crevin (Director of Education), and Rabbi Alfi for the extra effort

to oversee facility and training improvements
 Finally, some of our key volunteers who have also had to adjust to new procedures and who have provided

good feedback as we learn and improve our security practices.

Bina Lefkovitz, President
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Brotherhood

CBI Bulletin Board

FROM THE BROTHERHOOD PRESIDENT
Josh Mastronarde
Brotherhood News
I write this article while preparing for Pesach and all of its spiritual meaning and
unleavened eating – but I look forward to reading it when all the matzah is safely
behind us!
I had an opportunity to go to Israel for a work meeting; I always enjoy experiencing a bit of the
wide range of Israeli culture, from Orthodox Jews walking down the street, to the much more
egalitarian Jews davening and leading services together at the Masorti synagogue where I visited on
Shabbat morning, to the people at work engaged and focused on engineering the next great thing.
And from those meetings I can say that anyone who says two Israelis have three opinions is
undercounting those opinions by at least a few!
Brotherhood was honored to host the Oneg for the Women of B’nai Israel Shabbat in March, and
we thank the Women of B’nai Israel for hosting the Oneg after the Brotherhood Shabbat on April 26
(which I know, even at press time, will be wonderful!).
Get ready, because Brotherhood has a lot of activities coming up. We will be catering (and needing
volunteers for) several b’nai mitzvah luncheons in May and June, with more to come over the summer.
We also have some major events planned:
 Cigars & Scotch III will be held on Sunday, May 19; see below for more details.
 The Brotherhood Annual Meeting is Sunday, June 30. We hope everyone will come for brunch,
fellowship and schmoozing, and an update on the organization.
 Our B’nai Israel Night at the River Cats is Wednesday, August 13. We again have a party deck
reserved; watch for ticket purchase information soon.
In addition, join us for our regular activities – the Achim men’s discussion group, our next Boyz’ Night
Out (to be announced soon), and in the kitchen on the first Shabbat of every month for a shot from the
less-and-less-secret Brotherhood stash!

The Brotherhood invites you to

Sunday, May 19
2:00 – 6:00 pm
Details and RSVP:
cbisacramento.org/brotherhood

All, please come enjoy a mix of music, spirits, adult
education, and of course, cigars.
Our Rebbitzen, Glenn Hammel, will talk about the
cigar as a Jewish Cultural Icon. The iconoclastic stature of
the cigar is steeped in both Jewish and popular culture.
The cigar reminds us of individuals from film, politics, and
comedy. It can also bring back memories of family
members. This brief presentation will offer an irreverent
analysis of the factors that nurture the enduring allure of
cigars. Spoiler alert: Freud was wrong. Sometimes a
cigar is more than just a cigar!
Smokers, nonsmokers, drinkers, and nondrinkers are
all welcome. Each participant will receive a cigar to enjoy
on the day or at a later date! All proceeds from this event
will go to B’nai Israel programming. For any questions,
email paul@ortegaassociates.com or call 916-213-3814.
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Women of B’nai Israel
FROM THE WOMEN OF B’NAI ISRAEL PRESIDENT
Eve Panush
Take a Step Back to See the Big Picture!
When we look at a painting close up, what we often see is a chaotic mass of
brushstrokes or millions of simple points. It’s when we step back that the full
picture comes into view. Such is the case with life. Sometimes we have to take a
few steps back to see the “big picture.” The Women of B’nai Israel will have two
opportunities to do just that in the next few months, and we invite you to join us.
On Sunday, June 23, Merle Axelrad will host our annual Art Tour. This year we will visit working
studios of four local Sacramento artists. Our city is a center of creative inspiration, and this tour will give
you a glimpse of the “big picture” that makes us unique. See the article on p. 17 for more details about
the tour. This is a popular event, so please secure your place early by registering online at
www.cbisacramento.org/event/art19.
There’s another “big picture” that we’re part of. The Women of B’nai Israel is an affiliate (and
founding charter organization) of Women of Reform Judaism (WRJ), an organizational umbrella for
hundreds of affiliated Sisterhoods with tens of thousands of members around the globe. The WRJ is
known for its activities in promoting religious and family education, strengthening Jewish identity
around the world, and advocating on a wide range of social justice and women’s issues. The WRJ is
divided into eight districts. We are part of the Pacific District, which is the largest geographic district, as
it includes 13 states and two provinces in Canada, and is home to 57 Sisterhoods with 7500 women.
Since our Pacific District is so large, we are divided into areas. We are in the Northern area, which
includes Hawaii, Utah, and Northern California. Each year our area holds a special day during which all
Sisterhood members are invited to meet, learn, socialize, and share ideas and programs. The Women of
B’nai Israel pays the registration fee for any member who wishes to attend, and we always carpool to
the event. (Unfortunately, there have been no Area Days planned in Hawaii!)
This year’s Area Day will take place on Sunday, July 28, at Temple Beth Am in Los Altos Hills. There
will be workshops and discussions around the theme of “Transforming Tradition: Building for a New
Tomorrow.” If you are interested in attending, please let me know at evepanush@gmail.com!
This summer, we invite you to get close up and be part of the “big picture.” We hope you’ll consider
joining us for both of these events.

Board Meetings: Monday, May 13, and Monday,
June 17, 6:00 -8:00 pm in the Conference Room. All
members are invited to attend.

Women of B’nai Israel Events
Rosh Chodesh Iyar: Tuesday, May 7, at 6:15 in the
Social Hall. See p. 9 for details.

Making Connections Group for women who have
lost their partners or significant others: The next two
Book Discussion Group – meets at 7:00 pm in the
meetings will be on Thursday, May 23, and Thursday,
Sosnick Library on the following dates:
Wednesday, May 8: When a Crocodile Eats the Sun by June 27. For more information, please email Beverly
Rose at Brose6403@gmail.com.
Peter Godwin
Wednesday, June 12: The Jew Store by Stella
Annual Art Tour: Sunday, June 23, from 1:00 to 4:30
Suberman
For more information, please contact Jane Orkand at pm. See p. 17 for more details.

orkandsac@gmail.com.
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Youth and Family Education
DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION
Denise Crevin
As Jewish educators, our teaching staff and I strive to give our learners the
knowledge they need to understand their heritage, the skills to continue their study
of Judaism beyond our classroom walls, and the desire to participate fully in their
communities and to someday pass on what they’ve learned to the next generation of
Jews; we also endeavor to spark in them an interest in performing mitzvot. It is the
knowing and the doing together that enable our learners to connect to being Jewish in a way that is
meaningful.
Our education programs wrap up in May with the Closing Day of Religious School on Sunday,
May 19. In addition to our annual song session and recognition ceremony, we’ll have food and fun at
noon, and we invite all congregants to join us! And we have plenty of opportunities for formal and informal learning kicking off in June and continuing through the summer. Some dates to note:
 Education Shabbat honoring our Teachers & Madrichim: Friday, May 10 (Tot Shabbat at 6:00
pm, Community Dinner at 6:30 pm, and Shabbat Service at 7:30 pm)
 Shavuot Ice Cream Social (geared towards families with young children): Saturday, June 8,
from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm in Land Park (across from CBI)
 Shavuot Service led by the Confirmation Class of 2019: Sunday, June 9, at 7:00 pm
 Blessing of Confirmation students going on class trips and Installation of 2019/2020 BISY
Board: Friday, June 14, at 7:30 pm
 Camp Nefesh: June 17 - 28 (we are seeking teen and adult volunteers; for info and to apply:
https://www.cbisacramento.org/nefesh)
th
 Camp Shelanu: July 1 - August 2 for campers entering kindergarten through 8 grade, plus CIT
positions for 9th & 10th graders! Visit https://www.cbisacramento.org/camp to register!
L’hitraot, Denise

BISY NEWS
By Gabi Laxer, Communications Vice President
Hey, BISY bees! Our year is soon rolling to a close, but we’ve had amazing events that
have made it so memorable. The Purim Carnival went wonderfully due to all of the teens
that helped set up and run it. Thanks to everyone who came and supported us; the funds
raised go to support the teen programs here at CBI. Additionally, the Matzo Ball was a big
hit, and teens from Jewish youth groups all over the area got to meet one another, dance,
and celebrate!
Our last event of the year will be on Friday, May 31, from 4:00 to 10:00 pm, beginning
with a scavenger hunt at the Riverside Boulevard Target from 4:00 to 6:00 pm for high
schoolers, and then our elections and Senior Goodbye from 6:00 to 10:00 pm for 8th through 12th graders.
All incoming 9th through 12th graders are eligible to run for the BISY Board for the 2019/2020 year – contact
us for information about positions and with questions. Our new Board will be installed and our outgoing
Board thanked during Shabbat services on Friday, June 14, so we look forward to seeing everyone there.
As always, we invite you to join us at our upcoming events, and make sure to stay tuned for our social
media posts, emails, or texts for more details about our events! If you have any questions, contact Lucy
Beckett, our president, at 916-832-4032, or Ari Steinberg, our advisor, at 916-548-9452.
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Youth and Family Education
We invite you to join us in celebration of the

Festival of Shavuot & Service of Confirmation
7:00 pm - Sunday, June 9, 2019/ 6 Sivan 5779
2019 B’nai Israel Confirmation Class
Sydney Acosta

Ezra Hammel

Daughter of Abbie Blackman & Andrew Acosta

Son of Rabbi Mona Alfi & Glenn Hammel

Alex Eisenberg

Annabella Kliman

Son of Patricia & Daniel Eisenberg

Daughter of Carla & Brad Kliman

Maeve Fine
Daughter of Joan & Kevin Fine

Hannah Sanford
Daughter of Guy Sanford and Susan Breslauer & Chris Little

Olivia Halseth

Emma Stoecklein

Daughter of Meredith & Matt Halseth

Daughter of Jennifer & Tim Stoecklein

An oneg hosted by the 2020 Confirmation Class families will follow the service.
Congregation B’nai Israel - 3600 Riverside Blvd, Sacramento, CA 95818

Day Camp for kids
Entering grades k-5th
Session #1 July 1-5
Session #2 July 8-12

Session #3 July 15-19
Session #4 July 22-26
Session #5 July 29-August 2
Plus! Tayarim (Grades 6-8)
CIT opportunity (Grades 9 -10)
Staff opportunity (Grades 11+)

cbisacramento.org/camp
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Adult Education

Israel Committee

Lifelong Jewish Learning – May and June
May
Achim: A Discussion Group for Men ▪ Dr. Glenn
Hammel and the Brotherhood
Sunday, May 5, 7:00 – 8:30 pm, Chapel
Achim is the Hebrew word for “brothers,” and this
group is a forum for education, facilitated discussion,
contemplation, and camaraderie, led by Dr. Glenn
Hammel, Ph.D. and Rebbitzen.

Interested in a CBI Study Tour of
Israel and Visit to Holon?
By Dan Rabovsky, Israel Committee Co-chair
By the time that you read this, Israel will
have held its election and a new ruling coalition
should be in place. Whatever the outcome,
Israel will continue to be challenged by contentious issues: religious pluralism and civil rights,
peace with the Palestinians, the settlements,
Gaza, Jerusalem, and the presence of Iran in
Syria and Hezbollah in Lebanon. Israel also
shares with California the opportunities and
challenges that come with amazing success in
the technology sector: reducing income
inequality, providing affordable housing, and
providing quality education and other public
services.
Visiting Israel on an organized study tour
offers the chance to experience Israel as it is
today and to learn firsthand about the opportunities and obstacles on the road to the future.
An organized tour would also provide the
opportunity to visit Rabbi Galit Cohen-Kedem
and CBI’s sister Reform congregation (Kehillat
Kodesh v’Hol) in Holon, to see and support
religious pluralism in action in this diverse
middle-class city south of Tel Aviv.
There are a number of organizations that
arrange study tours:
 The New Israel Fund (NIF): https://
www.nif.org/get-involved/israel-studytours/general-study-tours/
 Association of Reform Zionists of America
(ARZA): https://arzaworld.com/ARZALeadership-Mission-to-Israel-2018program.aspx
 Makor Educational Journeys: https://
makorjourneys.com/
Watch for future announcements about a
possible trip, and help with planning. To
indicate your interest in the trip, or to
participate in the Israel Committee, please
contact one of the co-chairs: Dan Rabovsky
(beaniecat3711-bnai@yahoo.com) or Jeff
Rabinovitz (jjrabinovitz@gmail.com).

Rosh Chodesh Iyar: Srugim ▪ Rabbi Alfi and the
Women of B’nai Israel
Tuesday, May 7, 6:15 – 8:30 pm, Social Hall
This month we will watch the first episode of the
award-winning Israeli series Srugim, which follows a
group of young Orthodox women and men living on
their own in Jerusalem. Rosh Chodesh begins with a
parve potluck (no meat, please), followed by a short
service, the television episode, and discussion. All
women age 13 and over are welcome. No RSVP
necessary.
The Well-Dressed Torah ▪ Judith Emick-Leatherwood
Wednesday, May 15, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m., Chapel
A class for anyone who wants to learn the proper
way to lift and dress the Torah scroll, and how to
properly remove it from and return it to the Ark. We
will also learn about the Torah service, as well as how
a Torah scroll is made and repaired.
Religious Ethics in the 21st Century ▪ Rabbi Mona Alfi
Tuesday, May 28, noon – 1:00 pm, Library
Rabbi Alfi tackles some of the toughest issues of
Jewish ethics as applied to modern life. We discuss
politics, economics, Israel, Jewish communal relations, and many other issues. To request or suggest a
topic, please e-mail Rabbi Alfi with ideas. Regular attendance is not required; drop-ins and newcomers are
welcome! Bring a brown bag lunch. There is no fee.
(Note: no Religious Ethics on May 14.)

June
Religious Ethics in the 21st Century ▪ Rabbi Mona Alfi
Tuesday, June 11, noon – 1:00 pm, Library
Note: no Religious Ethics on June 25.
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Social Action
SUSTAINABLE LIVING COMMITTEE
Contacts: SLC co-chairs Terri Gaines (tlgaines0@gmail.com) and Judy Painter (portpaint@sbcglobal.net)
15 Years of American River Parkway Stewardship
Upcoming cleanup dates:
Sunday, May 9, 10:00 am

Thursday, June 13, 9:00 am

th

July marks the 15 anniversary of CBI parkway stewardship! As stewards, B’nai Israel promises to provide 80 hours of service each year along Mile 17 of the American River Parkway in Rancho Cordova. CBI’s
volunteers gather to enjoy nature while nurturing a valuable community ecological resource. Please RSVP
to confirm participation. Contact: Todd Mendell, ptmendell@comcast.net, 916-684-6734.
The BBC: B’nai Beautification Crew
Next beautification session: Sunday, May 5, from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon
The B’nai Beautification Crew is a group of volunteers dedicated to helping out with landscape
maintenance and enhancements on the CBI campus. Improvements are ongoing, with workdays
scheduled throughout the year. Please RSVP to Marty Solov, solovm@yahoo.com, 916-346-6492.
Gan Organic: Help Wanted
Calling all gardeners and irrigation specialists! Gan Organic is looking for additional volunteers. We
especially need someone who can manage the drip water system a couple of hours each month, plus the
occasional drop-in to make sure it is working. Please let Judy or Terri know if you’re interested!
Growing Our Canopy: Two Sponsorships Available
As it is said in the Tu B’Shevat story of Honi, “Just as my parents and grandparents planted trees for
me, so I plant trees for my children and grandchildren.” Seven new trees, including Japanese maples,
strawberry trees, a gingko biloba, and a western redbud, have been planted along Riverside Boulevard,
contributing to the “greening” of our campus and neighborhood.
B’nai Israel’s SLC and Board of Trustees have created the “Growing Our Canopy” campaign as an
opportunity to support this project. Many thanks to the five individuals and families who have
contributed thus far. There are currently two tree sponsorships available. Donations cover the cost and
maintenance of the new trees and landscaping in the Riverside Boulevard planting area. Our goal is to
raise $1,000 per tree, with dedications acknowledged with a plaque next to each tree. Donate as an
individual; with your extended family, chavurah, or group of friends; or in someone’s honor. Please
contact SLC co-chair Terri Gaines (tlgaines0@gmail.com) for more information.

IMMIGRATION AND REFUGEE ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE
Before a refugee’s arrival in Sacramento, Opening Doors (refugee
resettlement agency) locates and prepares a fully furnished apartment for the
families. Refugees flee their homes abruptly, leaving their belongings behind
and arriving in Sacramento with only a few suitcases in hand. Opening Doors is
in need of Welcome Kits. These options include Kitchen, Bedroom, Cleaning,
Bathroom, School, Baby, and Transport Kits.
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Social Action
Please consider donating a Kit or donating via an online registry. For details, visit the Opening Doors
website at www.openingdoorsinc.org. If you are interested in donating a Kit, please email Maryann
Rabovsky, mrabovsky@gmail.com.

FAMILY PROMISE
A big thank you to all CBI volunteers who helped during our
recent (March 24 – 31) Family Promise week: cook teams,
overnighters, launderers, dishwashers, artists, setup and cleanup
teams, and the office staff.

A special thank you to Diann Gruen and Vicki Weiner and to
their Pre-K and Kindergarten class for always making their classroom a comfortable and welcoming place for our guests. Our
families were again greeted with a Welcome sign, balloons, and
vases of flowers for the dining tables and their bedrooms. Also,
gift bags were put together by the class during Mitzvah Day for the children of Family Promise.
We couldn’t host the families during this difficult time of their lives without the help of so many CBI
volunteers. We are hoping to help ensure that each family achieves two goals: permanent housing and
the skills required to make homelessness less likely to reoccur. Our CBI Family Promise Team will again be
hosting families later this year (December 8 – 15), and we hope you will consider volunteering!

FOCUS ON RACIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE
What’s the committee about? Created in fall 2015, the CBI Focus on Racial Justice Committee is
based on the Jewish value of equal justice. We seek to educate ourselves and our congregation about
racial injustice, implicit bias, and privilege; to build relationships with communities of color; and to
conduct advocacy for public policies that will move us toward the goal of eliminating systemic racism and
its effects. To learn more about the work and past activities of the Racial Justice Committee, visit our
webpage: https://www.cbisacramento.org/racialjustice.
How can I get involved? We are seeking additional members as we expand our programming to
include more direct service and advocacy around racial justice issues. Join us at our next meeting. We
meet at the synagogue on the second Thursday of each month at 7:00 pm (room varies).
For additional information, contact co-chair Alan Saunders at alansaunders101@yahoo.com.

A Prayer for Justice
Thank you, God, for the gift of the people with whom we're working, the opportunity we have
to make change, to transform the world as it is, parched, with suffering,
into the world we know it can be, overflowing with the waters of justice.
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170th Anniversary Celebration
Celebrating 170 years of Torah, Avodah, and G’milut Chasadim in Sacramento
By Rabbi Mona Alfi
Since the Gold Rush days of 1849, Jews have been gathering together in Sacramento to engage in Torah
(study), avodah (worship), and g’milut chasadim (acts of lovingkindness). While our founders came here to
strike it rich, they were also looking for something more than money. They were also looking for a place
where they could put down roots and create a community together with other B’nai Yisrael (
).
For 170 years the Sacramento Jewish community has come together to create a k’hillat kodesh (sacred
community) based on shared values and beliefs, history, and destiny. While B’nai Israel as a synagogue wasn’t
established until 1852, the seeds of our community were planted by our founders years before with the creation of Home of Peace (the Jewish cemetery) and of the Hebrew Benevolent Society (an organization to help
Jews in need), and when Moses Hyman, our founder of blessed memory, would close his store so he and other Jews would have a place to pray together.
We have been and continue to be a “pioneer” congregation, changing and growing with our city and with
the larger American Jewish community. We do not merely reflect the times but are often out in front, leading
the changes in both our secular and faith communities.
We who are members of B’nai Israel today stand on the shoulders of giants, brave men and women who
traveled from around the country, and around the world, in their quest to create a new life in Sacramento. But
our founders were not content to merely look out for themselves and their own families. They knew that life is
truly richer when we share it with others. Their love and dedication created the strong foundation that became our congregation, ensuring that the generations who came after them would have a synagogue that so
many of us proudly call our “second home.” And in each and every generation since then, we have continued
to build and strengthen what they first created here.
From the Gold Rush to today, whether we were raised at B’nai Israel or joined this community as adults,
for many of us B’nai Israel is more than our religious community. It is part of our extended family, a home
away from home where lifelong friendships are
established and nourished. It is where we come together
to celebrate the high moments of our lives, to seek
comfort during the difficult times, and to make the
everyday moments more meaningful.
Starting with the High Holy Days this coming fall,
there will be opportunities for us to do what we’ve
excelled at for the last 170 years. We will learn together
(Torah), pray together (avodah), celebrate together, and
engage in acts of love and kindness (g’milut chasadim).
And throughout it all we hope you will join us as we
celebrate B’nai Israel’s past, enjoy our present, and
continue to build and strengthen our community for the
generations who will come after us.

170th
Anniversary
Celebration:
Save the
Dates

Sunday, September 29, 2019

Erev Rosh Hashanah: Overview of 170th anniversary celebration, new stained
glass windows in Heritage Hall, Social Justice archives exhibit

Sunday, October 13, 2019

Sukkot Harvest Festival with Gold Rush theme

Friday, November 15, 2019

Special Shabbat service (with Rabbi Lester Frazin) and festive Oneg

Saturday, November 16, 2019
Friday, January 17, 2020

170th Anniversary Gala Banquet at CBI
Social Justice Shabbat with Rabbi Rick Jacobs (URJ President)
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170th Anniversary Celebration
Narratives, Old and New
By Marc Koenigsberg and Dorothy Landsberg, Co-Chairs, 170th Anniversary Celebration
Judaism revolves around narratives in the Torah. As a Gold Rush congregation, we have wonderful
stories. This yearlong celebration of our 170th anniversary is a great opportunity to tell stories of the past,
to create new stories about our present, and to lay a foundation for future stories.
Dorothy’s story is that she converted to Judaism over 50 years ago and married into a CBI family that
now spans five generations. Rabbi Alfi’s first visit to CBI was as a rabbi intern for Dorothy and Brian’s
daughter’s wedding in 1995.
Marc’s story is that he was born into a Jewish family, was raised in a Conservative synagogue, but has
called CBI his and his family’s spiritual home for over 14 years. Celebrations during those years include
Marc’s own wedding to his husband, Robb, in 2006 and their son’s bar mitzvah in 2012.
B’nai Israel’s 170th anniversary offers a lot to celebrate, and such celebrations can be fun to plan.
Please join us on one of the many committees that are organizing the 170th anniversary celebration. We
are sure there is something that will interest you – see the list of planned dates and activities (at the
bottom of pages 12 and 13) to find what might appeal to you.
For more information or to sign up, please email one of us: Marc Koenigsberg at
marc.koenigsberg@gmail.com or Dorothy Landsberg at dlandsberg@pacific.edu.

Seeking Photos and Documents Highlighting CBI Tikkun Olam Activities
By Deborah Gordon, CBI Co-Archivist
For 170 years, Congregation B’nai Israel has stood in the forefront of the fight for justice, equality,
liberty, and peace. From the 19th century, when our members provided financial help to the oppressed
Jews of Europe, to the 21st century – when we feed the hungry, house the homeless, support refugees,
fight to improve the environment, and so much more – we have dedicated ourselves to the work of
tikkun olam.
As part of our 170th anniversary celebration, we will mount an exhibit in Heritage Hall (the foyer north
of the Social Hall) to highlight our activities during our 170 years of existence across three different
centuries.
Please share your photos and documents with the Exhibit Committee. We welcome historic material
as well as photos you take at events this year. The deadline for receiving your submissions is July 1. You
can email digital material to dbhgordon198@gmail.com. If you have nondigital material, call or text 916616-3668 to arrange for pickup; I will have our professional firm scan it and return it to you as promptly as
possible.

Friday, February 7, 2020
Sunday, February 23, 2020
Friday, February 28, 2020
Monday, March 9, 2020
Saturday, May 2, 2020
TBD

Shabbat Shirah featuring the music of Chazzan Carl Naluai, Jr. (z’’l)
Cemetery Tour at Home of Peace
Scholar-in-Residence program/weekend
Purim celebration/Purimspiel with Gold Rush theme
Gold Rush/Old West Festival (Wine and Food Festival)
Reunion event for CBI Confirmation Classes
13
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Caring Community at B’nai Israel –
Please Join with Us!
B’nai Israel’s Caring Community reflects a
passage from the Pirkei Avot (“Wisdom of the
Sages”) in the Mishnah. We are taught that the
world stands on three “pillars” – Torah, avodah,
and g’milut chasadim. In brief, Torah refers to
learning what the world is about and our
obligations in it. Avodah refers to service to G-d or
worship; it is a reminder that our actions impact our
soul. And the phrase g’milut chasadim (“acts of
lovingkindness”) means the knowledge and
understanding that we should care for and support
each other, because we are not alone in the world.
The Caring Community is the heartbeat of our
CBI community, caring for and supporting our
community in the most profound way. Like the
world, this committee has three pillars, or
subcommittees: Healing, Hineini, and Simcha.
Those volunteering for “Healing” might make
phone calls, send cards, and/or visit those who are
sick, homebound, or in the hospital. Those
volunteering for Hineini deliver shiva baskets, and
might assist a family with holding a shiva service in
their home. Those volunteering for Simcha would
send cards of congratulations to help celebrate the
many joyous events in the lives of our congregants.
The Caring Community is the largest
committee at CBI! Every member of CBI can be a
member of the Caring Community. As a member,
you choose how you want to be involved. Will you
be the person who takes a few minutes to make a

phone call to someone who is sick, send a card,
or visit someone in the hospital? Will you bring a
shiva basket to a home or assist a family at a shiva
service in their home? Actively participating in
the Caring Community can take a few minutes or
a few hours – the time commitment is up to you.
Caring for and supporting each other – from
our most vulnerable, devastating experiences to
our most joyous times of kvelling – is our
obligation; it’s the essence of engaging in acts of
lovingkindness. Please contact one of the Caring
Community coordinators to let us know how you
would like to participate, or to learn more about
the different opportunities to be an active
member of the Caring Community.
Be the smile, to brighten someone’s day.
Give the words of comfort, the voice to join in
healing prayer.
Write the note of joy, of sympathy, of
support.
Most important, be the person who ensures
that no member of CBI, our community, ever
feels that they are alone.
Healing Coordinator: Sara O’Connor,
sarasbuddy1@gmail.com
Hineini Coordinator: Lynn Tereski Katz,
lrtk@sbcglobal.net
Simcha Coordinators: Sandy Deutsch and Bonnie
Penix
Caring Community Chair: Loril Tochterman,
caringcommunity@bnais.com

Kavanah Shabbat Service on Saturday, May 4
Come join us for Kavanah Shabbat on Saturday, May 4, at 10:30 am in the Harry M. Tonkin Memorial
Chapel at Congregation B’nai Israel. Kavanah Shabbat services are open to the entire community.
Kavanah Shabbat is a contemplative and joyous Shabbat service designed to help you explore a deeper relationship with the Divine. Kavanah Shabbat blends traditional communal prayer and chanting of the
weekly Torah parsha with song, Jewish chants, silent prayer, and moments of meditation and reflection.
Services are led by Deni Deutsch Marshall, Jewish Spiritual Director and Mussar and Mindfulness
teacher, and Elizabeth Landsberg, accompanied by Sandy Lee, Steve Marshall, and Miriam Joffe Block and
draw on teachings from Torah, Talmud, Mussar, and Jewish meditation and mysticism to fully express
Jewish spirituality on Shabbat morning. Mark your calendar for the remaining Kavanah Shabbat service of
year 5779: June 8. Questions? Contact Deni Marshall at 916-803-5699 or denimarshall@gmail.com.
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Mazel Tov!
… and thank you to our intrepid crew of
hamantaschen bakers: Rhonda Folger, Melissa
Grand, Irene Paxson, Sue Schooley, Ramesh
Sinaee, and Nanette Wong. Irene also prepared 22
batches of dough for the baking marathon;
Nanette has volunteered to take on that task next
year. The crew baked 61 dozen (over 730!)
hamantaschen, exceeding last year’s record. Of
that number, 20 dozen were mailed to B’nai Israel’s
40 college students as part of the College Care
Package program, 35 dozen went to BISY for a
fundraiser at the Purim Carnival, and the remaining
6 dozen “flops” were enjoyed by the bakers and
their families.

Mazel Tov to Confirmands and
Graduates from the Jonas Goldman
Judaica Gift Shop
Celebrate a special Confirmation or graduation
with a card and gift from the Jonas Goldman Judaica
Gift Shop. Choose from a wide selection of jewelry
or decorative boxes, a beautiful journal to record
travel adventures, traveler’s Shabbat candlesticks
and other ritual items, books, and special keepsakes.
Most of the items are designed by Israeli and
American Jewish artists.
We also have many gift choices for weddings,
bar or bat mitzvahs, baby namings or a b’rit milah,
birthdays and anniversaries, or just for yourself (or
some other special person).
For your convenience, Shabbat and yahrzeit
candles are available at the reception desk in the CBI
office.
Through Sunday, May 19, the gift shop is open on
Sundays from 9:30 am to 1:00 pm and on Tuesdays
from 2:00 to 5:30 pm, except on Sunday, May 12,
when both Religious School and the gift shop will be
closed for Mother’s Day.
During the summer, the shop will be open from
2:00 to 5:00 pm on the following Tuesdays: June 4
and 18, July 9 and 23, and August 6 and 20. If you
have questions or need an appointment, call Jane
Orkand at 916-365-5579.

WE WELCOME OUR
NEW MEMBERS!

L-R: Melissa Grand, Irene Paxson, Rhonda Folger,
Sue Schooley, and Nanette Wong

From the Koleinu staff: Please help us celebrate our congregants’ achievements and special occasions! Engagements, weddings, births, honors and awards, significant
achievements – we want to know about them and
acknowledge them in this column. If you know of something that you think deserves a “mazel tov,” please
send the information to koleinu@bnais.com. We will
include your submissions at the staff’s discretion and as
space permits.

JoJo Boehms
Steven and Mindy Melemed
Betty Sear
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New Member Morning Mixer
By Davita Levin-Robinson, Vice President, Membership
Nearly 45 CBI members joined together to build connections and community at our second New Member Morning Mixer on Sunday, March 3. The goal of the event, hosted by the Membership Committee, was to build a deeper
sense of belonging within the CBI community by welcoming members who have joined within the past three years.
Also participating were 11 members of the Membership Committee and 12 representatives from various CBI organizations, including the Brotherhood, Women of B’nai Israel, and the following committees: Adult Education, Library,
Religious School/Education (including Camp Nefesh and Camp Shelanu), and Social Action (including Family Promise, Immigration and Refugee Assistance, and Racial Justice). While this event was aimed at new or “newish” members at CBI, we were pleased that more seasoned members seeking connections also attended.
Cantor Julie Steinberg set the welcoming tone for our morning by singing “Hinei Ma Tov” and offering a
blessing as we enjoyed a beautiful vegetarian brunch spread hosted by the Membership Committee. After a brief
welcome from VP Membership Davita Levin-Robinson and Membership Committee Co-Chair Laurel Hollis, Jennifer
Zoffel led a “building connections” icebreaker to help participants find common interests (location, hobbies, etc.).
We then engaged in small-group conversations at the tables to help everyone get better acquainted, using question
prompts to spark communication. Participants expressed a lot of enjoyment in getting to know one another as
people shared.
Next, we held a panel discussion to help new members learn more about the congregation. Our diverse panel,
representing varying perspectives within our CBI community, included Jalen Archer, Richard Deutsch, Rachel
Dunbar, and Dorothy Landsberg. They shared their individual stories with insightfulness and honesty. Eileen
Jacobowitz served as moderator, thoughtfully asking questions of the panel and sprinkling in humor throughout.
After the panel discussion, Rabbi Mona Alfi joined us to welcome everyone and answer questions, and Davita
Levin-Robinson shared some final thoughts. Everyone then had time to mingle, eat, and visit the organization tables
to learn more about volunteer opportunities at CBI.
We received helpful, positive feedback after the event to assist us in planning future New Member events. A
couple of the comments:
 The New Member Morning Mixer was a great opportunity to meet new folks at the temple, but also talk with new
members about why my family and I continue to enjoy and draw spiritual support from CBI.
 Membership events from CBI are outstanding. In approximately one year, I do not feel like a new member since I
have volunteered and enjoyed everything related to the Membership Committee.
Our plan is to continue with this event yearly to build connections and community. We hope you can join us at our
event next year! Our committee would love to hear from you, and the VP of Membership can always be reached for
questions or guidance at vpmembership@bnais.com.

Havdalah in the ‘Hood Returns!
During the past two summers, CBI members throughout our community have hosted neighborhood-based
Saturday evenings featuring dinner and a lay-led Havdalah service. Havdalah in the ‘Hood brought together friends
new and old, to gatherings for adults only or to those for families with children of all ages. As one of our previous
hosts commented, “Brian and Dorothy Landsberg and Todd and Jennifer Kaufman hosted Havdalah in the ‘Hood
events in 2017 and 2018. We had a joyful evening, welcoming both new and long-time CBI members and making
strong connections. We are delighted to host again this summer.”
CBI’s Membership Committee is in the planning stages for this summer’s
Havdalah in the ‘Hood events, which are scheduled from July 13 through
September 14. We hope you will take advantage of this special opportunity to
share the peace of Havdalah with old and new CBI friends. Stay tuned for an
invitation by email with dates and locations.
If you are interested in being a host or co-host for a Havdalah in the ‘Hood
gathering, we would love to hear from you. Please email Davita Levin-Robinson
at vpmembership@bnais.com.
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Women of B’nai Israel Studio
Art Tour on June 23 – A Visit to Four
Local Artists
This year’s Women of B’nai Israel (WBI) studio
art tour features hidden art gems in Land Park and
Curtis Park. This event will take place on Sunday,
June 23, from 1:00 to 4:30 pm, and is open to all CBI
members (not just women or WBI members).
We will meet at 1:00 pm at the home of Merle
Axelrad (1.5 miles north of the temple, right by the
Tower Theater). From there we will carpool to meet
our four artists:


Donald Satterlee says of his
photos, “I have always been
drawn to black and white
images because of an
emotional quality that seems
to transcend time.” His
photos of “fogscapes” are
especially alluring.



Sandy Fong Whetstone
creates beautifully
detailed ceramic art, often with a touch of
whimsy – a dog with a
little bird on its head, a
bird with a little beret on
its head, or a fox’s head
sitting on the body of a
very proper lady.
(facebook.com/
sandyfongwhetstone)



Kathrine Lemke Waste celebrates color, form,
and light with watercolors as she finds beauty
in common, ordinary objects. She characterizes
her watercolors as “contemporary realism.”
Her paintings and writings were a regular
feature for the Sacramento Bee in her popular
weekly visual column, “One Perfect Thing.”
(lemkewaste.com)

(satterleephotographs.com)


Jerald Silva has been creating luminous, layered
artwork for over seven decades. Some may be
familiar with his “steamy window” paintings at
the Sutter Medical Center (on Capitol Avenue).
As he describes his work, “I refer to my medium
as ‘watercolor incorrect.’ They are ‘paintings in
watercolor.’ They are not
‘watercolors.’” (jeraldsilva.com)
During our visits to their working studios, we
will learn from the artists about their artistic processes, their history, and their plans for future
works. After the tour we will return to Merle’s
home to enjoy her garden oasis and share some
refreshments.
Register for the tour by June 8 at
www.cbisacramento.org/event/art19. The $10 fee
benefits the Price Campership Fund.
Reminder: We suggest that you bring your
checkbook on this tour, as you might find
treasures that are perfect for your home or office
(or as a gift for someone special)!
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Library Snippets



Lilac Girls, Martha Hall Kelly: A
New York socialite, a Polish
teenager, and a German doctor are drawn together when
Hitler invades Poland in 1939.
Based on a true story.



The Mystics of Mile End, Sigal
Samuel: In the half-Hasidic,
half-hipster Montreal neighborhood of Mile End, the Meyer family members explore Judaism in different ways.



The Book of Lilith, Robert G. Brown: Lilith was
really the first woman created by God, and was
created before Adam. Her job is to give all the
things in the world souls, while Adam's is to
create rules and law out of chaos.

By Twila Morris, Library Committee
If you’ve been checking the Sosnick library
website (http://www.librarything.com/catalog/
SosnickLibrary) – and, really, you should – you’ve
seen dozens of added books. Some are reference
materials, donated after the arson, quietly sitting
on the shelves but only now cataloged. Some are
part of a generous donation by Rabbi Ilana Mills
which have significantly expanded our resource
materials. You can find these and more on the
website, listed by “entry date.” Some highlights:
Children:


Mountain Jews and the Mirror, Ruchama King
Feuerman: When Yosef and Estrella move
from Morocco’s Atlas Mountains to the city,
they find a strange new world.

Adult Nonfiction:


The Pope’s Maestro, Sir Gilbert Levine: Memoir
of the friendship between a Jewish-American
orchestra conductor and Pope John Paul II. For
two decades, Sir Gilbert Levine and the pope
collaborated on a series of concerts designed
to bring together people from all religious
backgrounds.



Tea with Zayde, Barney Saltzberg: Children
and grandparents.



Anna and Solomon, Elaine Snyder: Solomon
emigrates from Russia to New York, and
waits for Anna.



A Scarf for Keiko, Ann
Malaspina: Japanese
Keiko must go to an
internment camp, leaving
her bike with Jewish
neighbor Sam.



The Flying Camel: Essays on Identity by Women
of North African and Middle Eastern Jewish Heritage, Loolwa Khazzoom: The hidden worlds of
Jewish women often misunderstood or
maligned by both the cultures in which they
live and the European-Jewish community.



Lucky Broken Girl, Ruth
Behar: Award-winning
book about a Cuban-Jewish
girl adjusting to her new life in New York.



Letters to my Palestinian Neighbor, Yossi Klein
Halevi: An Israeli author attempts to directly
address his neighbors and describe the conflict
through Israeli eyes.



Being Jewish in the New Germany, Jeffrey M.
Peck: Peck explores the diversity of
contemporary German Jewish life.

Adult Fiction:


The Mapmaker’s Daughter,
Laurel Corona: In 1492
Spain, Amalia must either
convert to Christianity, or
run the risks of remaining a
Jew.
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We Thank Our Contributors

We Mourn Our Losses

Rabbi Alfi’s Discretionary Fund

Marlene Tonkin Chernev

Gordon and Vida Adelman for the yahrzeit of
Frank Adelman
Fran Levy
Helen Nusbaum and Steve Meinrath in memory of
Dan Gorfain

beloved wife of Melvin Chernev;
mother of Richard Gaines and Celia Chernev;
mother-in-law of Debbie Gaines and Kim Diehl

Diane Feldman

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund

beloved mother of Rhonda Folger;
mother-in-law of Frank Folger;
grandmother of Morgan Folger

Diane Diamond

Educator’s Discretionary Fund
Helen Nusbaum and Steve Meinrath thank you to Sue
Schooley, Denise Crevin, and Irene Paxson for their
continued support of our college kids

Dave Halseth
beloved father of Matt Halseth;
father-in-law of Meredith Halseth;
grandfather of Maddy, Olivia, and Jacob Halseth

Adult Education Enrichment Fund
Terri and Jonathan Cristy for the yahrzeit of Marjorie
Kiser
Howard and Eileen Sarasohn thank you to Terri and
Jonathan Cristy for outstanding Adult Education
programs

Jill Roberts
beloved sister of Randy Roberts;
sister-in-law of Rachel Tooker;
cousin of Alice Hammel and Glenn Hammel

Camp Nefesh Fund

Harold “Heshy” Small

Sandy Lee in honor of Hal Eisenberg’s 80th birthday
Larry Raskin and Ramesh Sinaee
Jodie Rubenstein and Sean Ward
Nanette and Kent Wong

beloved uncle of Rhonda Folger;
uncle-in-law of Frank Folger;
great uncle of Morgan Folger

Don Wiseman

Camp Shelanu Scholarship Fund

beloved brother of Steve Wiseman;
brother-in-law of Rick Poulin

Liran and Ido Volk

Carl Naluai, Jr. Music Fund
Illene Carroll in honor of the Choir Cabaret performance
Fran Levy in honor of Ken Henderson’s birthday
CBI Brotherhood for the CBI Choir
Women of B’nai Israel for the CBI Choir

Leadership Development Fund
Carla Savage

Len Maintenance Fund
Beth Malinowski and Benjamin Tracey
Martin and Jo Ann Solov

Caring Community Fund
Gordon and Vida Adelman in memory of Alma Hardy

Oneg Shabbat Fund

College Care Package Fund

Jodie Rubenstein and Sean Ward in memory of Loren
Rubenstein

Larry Raskin and Ramesh Sinaee
Timothy and Sue Schooley for the yahrzeit of Betty Riff

Religious School Scholarship Fund

General Yahrzeit Fund

Esther Gaines for the yahrzeit of Medi Mazalto Mesrahi
Women of B’nai Israel

Gordon and Vida Adelman for the yahrzeits of Charlotte
Runnin, Kimberly Adelman, Marcus Lee Adelman, Don
Aason, and Gloria Harvey
Lynn Belzer for the yahrzeit of Pauline Blackman
Marlene Nusbaum for the yahrzeit and in memory of
Martin Ackerman
Gail and Phillip Raznick for the yahrzeit of Jeremy Hollis

Social Action Fund
Bonnie Penix for Family Promise

Sosnick Library Fund
Katharine and Frank Severson

Weinberg Godparent Fund

Israel Committee Fund
Bobbie Landau in honor of Rabbi Galit and the
congregation in Holon, Israel
Daniel and Maryann Rabovsky

Doris Pittell Morris
Women of B’nai Israel
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Jewish Genealogical Society of Sacramento
Sunday, May 19, 10:00 am
“Finding the Hardest Ones: Seven Strategies” – Jim Baker
Jim Baker says we all have genealogy situations that have challenged our best efforts for a long time.
He will present case studies illustrating seven strategies to find the most challenging data. Strategies
include collaborating with other genealogists, using search engine research, digging in giant tomes,
checking property/tax records, broadening your search, performing onsite research, and analyzing DNA
evidence.
Jim Baker is a board-certified genealogist specializing in German research, as well as Midwest, early
American, and DNA research. A former officer of the Sacramento German Genealogy Society, Jim has
volunteered for 10 years at the Sacramento Regional Family History Library and has given more than 300
presentations at local, regional, and national genealogy events.
Now retired from his aerospace and business management career, Jim notes that the job he enjoyed
the most was as "piano man" at Shakey's Pizza Parlor.
Sunday, June 23, 10:00 am
“DNA Case Study: The Musician’s Grandfather” – Victoria Fisch
Program details to follow in the Chadashot and Adult Education Update.
All are welcome to attend the May 19 and June 23 meetings at the Einstein Center, 1935 Wright Street,
Sacramento. For more information, email jgssacramento@gmail.com.

National Council of Jewish Women (NCJW) Sacramento “Celebrating
Empowerment” Fundraiser
Join NCJW Sacramento for its 2nd Annual “Celebrating
Empowerment” fundraiser on Sunday, May 19, from 1:00 to 3:00
pm at the Nepenthe Clubhouse, 1131 Commons Drive, Sacramento.
Listen to a mix of jazz, classics, and Broadway tunes from the Tony
Kaye Trio while enjoying light refreshments and sparkling beverages. Every dollar raised will provide funds for quarterly Bridge to
Success grants to be awarded to Women’s Empowerment graduates.
The mission of Women’s Empowerment is to educate and
empower women who are homeless with the skills and confidence
necessary to get a job, maintain a healthy lifestyle, and regain a
home for themselves and their children.
NCJW Sacramento’s Bridge to Success Committee is dedicated to ending homelessness by providing
mini-grants to assist the graduates of Sacramento’s Women’s Empowerment in becoming self-sufficient,
productive members of the community. These grants help those graduates who have relatively small
problems standing in the way of stability and preventing them from taking that one final step toward
ending homelessness.
Meet some of the grant recipients and hear their stories. Bring a friend or two to this fun afternoon
celebrating NCJW Sacramento's Bridge to Success and Women’s Empowerment.
Cost: $36. To make a reservation online, visit ncjwsac.org/event/celebratingempowerment.
Continued on next page
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To make a reservation by mail, send a check
(made out to NCJW Sacramento) to P.O. Box
340174, Sacramento, CA 95834-01748. Please
put “Celebrating Empowerment” in the
memo line.
For more information about NCJW Sacramento, visit www.ncjwsac.org or contact
info@ncjwsac.org.
National Council of Jewish Women (NCJW)
is the oldest Jewish women’s service
organization in the country. Inspired by Jewish
values, NCJW courageously takes a progressive
stance on issues such as child welfare, women’s
rights, and reproductive freedom. What unites
us all is our commitment to work for the welfare of women, children, and families here and
in Israel.

May 31, June 1,2,6,7,8,9
Thurs & Fri 8:00 pm/ Sat 6:30 pm/ Sun 2:00 pm
The Geery Theater/ 2130 L Street/ Sacramento
General Admission: $25
(Student, Industry, & Group Discounts available on request)

Lind Brothers
A Family Owned Funeral Home
and Crematory Since 1964
Our practices are grounded in the unshakable belief
in the sanctity of human life, the dignity of the person,
and the emotional and spiritual needs of the mourners.
Our commitment is to help you and your family
make a decision that truly makes a difference
both financially and spiritually.
4221 Manzanita Avenue, Carmichael, CA 95608
P: 916.482.8080 F: 916-482-2009
cporter@lindbrotherssacramento.com
www.lindbrotherssacramento.com
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The Koleinu is published bimonthly: January/February
(deadline December 1), March/April (deadline February 1), May/
June (deadline April 1), July/August (deadline June 1), September/
October (deadline August 1), and November/December (deadline
October 1). Articles should be limited to about 350 words. Please
send all submissions to koleinu@bnais.com.
Advertising in the Koleinu is easy! For more information on
ads, including rates, please contact Abbie Blackman
(Communications Specialist) at communications@bnais.com.

May and June Second Shabbes Dinners
Fridays, May 10 and June 14
6:00pm Tot Shabbat Service | 6:30pm Dinner | 7:30pm Shabbat Service
May Menu
Fajita bar – corn or flour tortillas served with
the following: grilled chicken or tofu cubes,
rice, black beans, mixed onions/peppers,
shredded Mexican cheese blend
Caesar salad
Chips and salsa
For the children:
Cheese quesadillas
Caesar salad

June Menu
Teriyaki chicken
Pot stickers
Stir-fried vegetables
Vegetable fried rice
For the children:
Mac & cheese
Baby carrots with ranch dressing

Adults $16; children’s meals are complimentary for ages 12 & under.
RSVP to the office at 916-446-4861 or online at www.cbisacramento.org/ongoing
Please mail your payment to Congregation B’nai Israel,

3600 Riverside Blvd., Sacramento, CA 95818
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