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PURIM CARNIVAL!

Sunday, March 17
Come in costume!

PASSOVER

Opens at noon for Grades 3 & under,
at 12:30 pm for Grades 4 and up
 $20 all-access wristband,
 $15 each addt’l child in family
 Kids under 3 & adults are free
Wristbands can be purchased at
cbisacramento.org/event/carnival19

Dinner, Megillah
reading & purimspiel

Saturday, April 20
5:00 pm 
Purchase tickets at:
cbisacramento.org/event/passover19
See flyer insert for details.

This delicious event organized by the
Women of B’nai Israel always sells out,
so purchase your tickets today!

Enjoy a Gershwin

5:30 pm Pasta Dinner
Confirmation Class Fundraiser!
cbisacramento.org/event/purim19
Adults: $15; Kids: $10; 4 and under: FREE

6:30 pm Megillah Reading
7:00 pm Purimspiel
“The farewell tour of

Simon & esther & Garfunkel”
Al l a ct ivi t i e s wi l l be h e l d
i n t h e C B I S o ci a l H a l l .

with the CBI Choir

Saturday, March 30

CBI Social Hall, Curtain at 7:00 pm
Tickets: $20 advance, $25 at door
Become a Sponsor!
Procceds benefit the
Carl K. Naluai, Jr. Music Fund
Read more on page 14!

Worship
SHABBAT SERVICES AND TORAH STUDY
FRIDAY, APRIL 5
9:30 am
Shabbatot
7:30 pm
Shabbat Service

FRIDAY, MARCH 1
7:30 pm
Shabbat Service
SATURDAY, MARCH 2
9:00 am
Torah Study
10:30 am
Kavanah Shabbat Morning Service

SATURDAY,
9:00 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

FRIDAY, MARCH 8
6:00 pm
Tot Shabbat Service with 1st Grade
6:30 pm
Second Shabbes Dinner
7:30 pm
Shabbat Service with 4th Grade

SATURDAY,
9:00 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

FRIDAY, APRIL 12
6:00 pm
Tot Shabbat Service with 3rd Grade
6:30 pm
Second Shabbes Dinner
7:30 pm
Shabbat Service with 6th Grade

MARCH 9
Torah Study
Mini Minyan
Shabbat Morning Service

SATURDAY, APRIL 13
9:00 am
Torah Study
10:30 am
Shabbat Morning Service
Bar Mitzvah of Noah Kasin

FRIDAY, MARCH 15
7:00 pm
Shabbat Meditation
7:30 pm
Women of B’nai Israel Shabbat Service

FRIDAY, APRIL 19
5:00 pm
Shabbat Service in the Chapel

SATURDAY, MARCH 16
9:00 am
Torah Study
10:30 am
Shabbat Morning Service

SATURDAY, APRIL 20
9:00 am
Torah Study
10:30 am
Shabbat Morning Service

FRIDAY, MARCH 22
7:30 pm
Shabbat Service

FRIDAY, APRIL 26
7:30 pm
Shabbat Service

SATURDAY, MARCH 23
9:00 am
Torah Study
10:30 am
Shabbat Morning Service
FRIDAY, MARCH 29
7:30 pm
Shabbat Service
SATURDAY, MARCH 30
9:00 am
Torah Study
10:30 am
Shabbat Morning Service
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APRIL 6
Torah Study
Mini Minyan
Shabbat Morning Service
Bar Mitzvah of Max Weitzman

SATURDAY, APRIL 27
9:00 am
Torah Study
10:30 am
Shabbat Morning Service
ALL ARE INVITED TO ATTEND OUR SERVICES:
Friday Night Services are held in the Sanctuary.
Torah Study takes place in the Sosnick Library.
Saturday Morning Services are held in the Chapel.
If there is a bar or bat mitzvah, services are held in the Sanctuary.

WOMEN OF B’NAI ISRAEL SHABBAT
ON FRIDAY, MARCH 15
Women of B’nai Israel will lead the Shabbat evening
service on Friday, March 15, at 7:30 pm. Please join us for
an inspirational, creative, and informative evening.
Our guest speakers will be Steve and Suzy Swatt,
authors of the new book Paving the Way: Women’s
Struggle for Political Equality in California. They will share
some little-known stories of remarkable California women
who have transformed the state’s political landscape.
An oneg sponsored by Brotherhood will follow the
service. There will also be an opportunity to pre-order the
Swatts’ book.
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Our B’nai Mitzvah

MAZEL TOV TO OUR B’NAI MITZVAH STUDENTS
All are invited to attend Shabbat Morning Services.

Max Weitzman, April 6
My name is Maximillian Weitzman, but you can call me Max. I am in the 6th
grade at Shalom School. My free time is spent watching WWE, playing video
games, and hanging out with my hamster, Humphrey, and two bearded dragons,
Fritz and Frank. I also play on a couple of different basketball teams.
My mitzvah project is to raise money in order to purchase toys and care
equipment for animals at the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
(SPCA). The SPCA works hard to provide veterinary care, training, and temporary
housing for domestic animals. They house dogs, cats, rabbits, and even chickens!

Noah Kasin, April 13
Hi, my name is Noah Kasin. I am in the 7th grade at Toby Johnson Middle
School.
I am the oldest of three boys in my family and the oldest grandchild out of five
grandsons. I enjoy playing competitive soccer, reading, working out, and hanging
out with my friends.
My mitzvah project combines my love for playing soccer and helping the community. I have been collecting slightly used and worn cleats to provide them to
children who do not have the financial means to buy cleats, but who want to play
soccer. I have teamed up with Kleats for Kids, an organization that collects used athletic gear for athletes
in need. We will be distributing these cleats to a school in Sacramento to anxiously waiting children
determined to play soccer.
I am looking forward to my bar mitzvah on April 13 and to having all my friends and family, near and
far, celebrate this special simcha with me!

KAVANAH SHABBAT SERVICE ON SATURDAY, MARCH 2
Come join us for Kavanah Shabbat on Saturday, March 2, at 10:30 am in the Harry M. Tonkin Memorial
Chapel at Congregation B’nai Israel.
Kavanah Shabbat is a contemplative and joyous Shabbat service designed to help you explore a
deeper relationship with the Divine. Kavanah Shabbat blends traditional communal prayer and chanting
of the weekly Torah parsha with song, Jewish chants, silent prayer, and moments of meditation.
Services are led by Deni Deutsch Marshall, Jewish Spiritual Director and Mussar and Mindfulness
teacher, and Elizabeth Landsberg, accompanied by Sandy Lee, Steve Marshall, and Miriam Joffe Block.
Kavanah Shabbat services draw on teachings from Torah, Talmud, Mussar, and Jewish meditation and
mysticism to fully express Jewish spirituality on Shabbat morning. Mark your calendar for the remaining
Kavanah Shabbat services of year 5779: May 4 and June 8.
Kavanah Shabbat services are open to the entire community. For more information, contact the
CBI office at 916-446-4861, or Deni Marshall at 916-803-5699 or denimarshall@gmail.com.
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President’s Message
THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS!
Friday, February 8, was Volunteer Shabbat, an opportunity to thank our volunteers
for their contributions to B’nai Israel. The celebration corresponded with the Torah
portion T’rumah (Gifts), Exodus 25:1-2: “The Eternal spoke to Moses, saying: Tell the
Israelite people to bring Me gifts; you shall accept gifts for Me from every person
whose heart is so moved. And let them make Me a sanctuary that I may dwell among
them.”
Rabbi Alfi explained that our gifts are to be given from the heart and not out of obligation. B’nai Israel
is able to serve its members, not only because of the donations and pledges that allow us to have a wonderful clergy and staff, but because our members share of their talents, gifts, and time to help us in many
ways. Just a few examples:


Create community – think onegs, Havdalah in the ‘Hood, Happy Hour Havdalah, Sunday morning
bagels and coffee, the intergenerational retreat.



Learn together – think Adult Education programming, the Racial Justice diversity series, Israel
Committee educational programs, scholar-in-residence weekends.



Pray together – think lay-led services, Kavanah Shabbat, teen-led services.



Act on social justice issues – think Winter Sanctuary, Family Promise, Mitzvah Day, our Immigration
and Refugee Committee, food closet donations, Reform California.

The Board of Trustees wants to say thank you to all who give so much of themselves to B’nai Israel,
making our congregation a loving, caring, inclusive community.
Bina Lefkovitz, President
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Women of B’nai Israel
FROM THE WOMEN OF B’NAI ISRAEL PRESIDENT
Eve Panush
Looking at Purim from Both Sides Now
When I was growing up, I always wanted to be Queen Esther, the brave woman
who was willing to takes risks to save her people. It fit into my budding feminist
views, as this was a holiday that put a woman front and center. As I grew older, and
perhaps more cynical, I began to see the other side of the narrative, as written in the Megillat Esther
and interpreted by tradition.
First, let’s take a look at Queen Vashti. The king commands her to appear at his drunken party
wearing nothing but her crown. She refuses, loses her crown, and is banished from the king’s presence.
Even though we applaud her actions today, traditionally Vashti was viewed as someone evil who had
either suffered a skin infection or had grown a tail due to her abuse of the Jews. And what about the
verse that tells all of Ahasuerus’s subjects that “every man must rule in his household”? On the other
hand, Esther is docile and sweet and chooses to play by the rules to get the job done. She uses her
beauty while wining and dining the king to set the mood for her request to spare her people.
Although the Megillat Esther is a Jewish version of a Cinderella folk tale, the actions of the main
women in the story exemplify the two roads women have taken to achieve political equality and power:
some have chosen to fight the system, while others have worked within it.
At this year’s Women of B’nai Israel Shabbat Service we will be introduced to some “real-life”
Esthers and Vashtis. Our guest speakers will be Steve and Suzy Swatt, authors of the new book Paving
the Way: Women’s Struggle for Political Equality in California. They will share some little-known stories of
remarkable California women, from the Gold Rush era to the #MeToo movement, who transformed the
state's political landscape. One such woman was Florence Kahn of San Francisco. In 1925 she was
elected to succeed her late husband, Representative Julius Kahn, to Congress, thereby becoming the
nation’s first Jewish congresswoman.
Please join us on Friday, March 15, at 7:30 pm for an inspirational, creative, and informative Shabbat
evening, led by the Women of B’nai Israel. We are honored to have Brotherhood sponsor the oneg.
They always do such a great job! During the oneg there will be an opportunity to pre-purchase the
Swatts’ book.
Hope to see you there!

WOMEN OF B’NAI ISRAEL EVENTS
Book Discussion Group – meets at 7:00 pm in the
Sosnick Library on the following dates:
Wednesday, March 13: Magpie Murders by Anthony
Horowitz
Wednesday, May 8: When a Crocodile Eats the Sun
by Peter Godwin
If you have questions regarding the book group,
please contact Jane Orkand at
orkandsac@gmail.com.
Board Meetings: Monday, March 11, and Monday,
April 8, 6:00 -8:00 pm in the Conference Room.

All members are invited to attend.
Girls’ Night Out: Thursday, March 28, at 6:00 pm.
Join your Women of B’nai Israel friends for dinner
and good conversation. Restaurant TBD
Making Connections Group for women who have
lost their partners or significant others meets
monthly. For more information, please email
Beverly Rose at Brose6403@gmail.com.
Check us out on Facebook at https://
www.facebook.com/CBIWBI/
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Brotherhood

CBI Bulletin Board

FROM THE BROTHERHOOD PRESIDENT
Josh Mastronarde
Brotherhood News
By the time you read this, winter will be thinking about leaving us, and Purim and
Passover will be fast approaching. Whether you like to act in or watch the Purimspiel,
make lots of noise to drown out Haman’s name, clean out your refrigerator, or eat matzah and drink
fine Manischewitz wine, there’s something for everyone’s taste this season!
Winter didn’t stop us from fun and service. For Mitzvah Day in January, Brotherhood took on the
project of cleaning the kitchen. Thank you to everyone who came to help. We had a great crew who
came ready to work and get dirty … and we did both! Things I didn’t even know could move (like the
range) were pulled out and thoroughly cleaned behind, and many items were inventoried and
organized.
We cosponsored Happy Hour Havdalah with the Women of B’nai Israel – a tour of food and drinks
hailing from great cities of the United States, from San Francisco to New York and places in between!
Thank you to all of the volunteers who stepped up to make this a successful event!
Despite our Boyz’ Night Out being postponed due to the restaurant closing, a quick adjustment led
us to the Iron Horse Tavern for what (due to Koleinu publication lead times) I have to presume will
have been a good time with great food, drink, and company!
Stay tuned for more fun spring events, and of course our regularly scheduled First Shabbat shot in
the kitchen during the Oneg, as well the almost-monthly Achim discussion group for men (canceled in
March due to a conflict with the Sacramento Jewish Film Festival).

B’nai Israel Volunteers –
We Need Your Help!
As many of you know, we have a small but mighty team of
volunteers that keeps the temple running smoothly. However, given
the growing number of programs and activities taking place here
each week, we could really use some additional strength from our
congregants. Your dedication makes a huge impact.
Volunteers are needed in the CBI office for the following tasks:
 Front desk coverage in the mornings/early afternoons
(8:30 am to 2:00 pm) Mondays through Fridays
 Front desk coverage in the afternoons (2:00 to 5:00 pm)
Mondays and Wednesdays
 Some data entry into ShulCloud (a couple of hours of work)
 Filing
 Hanging artwork in the office foyer
 Safety Patrol on Sunday mornings (9:15 am to 12:45 pm) and
Tuesdays during Hebrew School (3:45pm-6:15 pm).
For information on these volunteer opportunities, please email
the Volunteer Coordinator, Maryann Rabovsky, at
mrabovsky@gmail.com. High school students are welcome.
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Youth and Family Education
DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION
Denise Crevin
Holidays and Community
I recently read an interesting commentary on the similarities and contradictions
between the Purim and Passover stories. In both stories, an evil tyrant threatens to
destroy the Jews. While the Israelite slaves flee Egypt to find freedom under G-d’s
protection and care, the established Jews of Persia use their political connections and skill to reassert
themselves within their host community.
In a nutshell, Passover celebrates G-d's determination to lead the Jews from exile to their own land,
while Purim reflects the situation of a people living in the diaspora and surviving by their own actions in
a world of moral uncertainty. Both holidays provide plenty of opportunities for discussion, learning,
and celebration, and we offer a variety of ways to do so while connecting with our community.
Our fabulous BISY high school youth group plans and, with the help of our 8th graders, runs our
annual Purim Carnival. This not-to-be-missed event takes place on Sunday, March 17, from 12:00 to 2:00
pm. To purchase wristbands for your children (adults attend free of charge!) and to pre-purchase lunch
(which we recommend), visit cbisacramento.org/event/carnival19. All funds support our teen programs!
Passover begins on Friday, April 19, and Women of B’nai Israel hosts a delicious Second Night Seder
on Saturday, April 20. Led by Rabbi Alfi and Cantor Steinberg, it’s a family-friendly evening complete
with entertaining songs and skits, a spirited afikomen search, plus our Confirmation Class students and
parents ensuring that soup is served and plates are cleared!
Other important educational events this spring include a 6th and 7th grade field trip to the
Sacramento Jewish Film Festival to see The Samuel Project on Sunday, March 10, and our Religious
School Yom HaShoah program on Sunday, April 28. Keep an eye out for details on these and much
more!

BISY NEWS
By Gabi Laxer, Communications Vice President
Hey, BISY bees!! We’ve had a wonderful past couple of events with all of your
attendance! Our roller skating event at The Rink was a hit, and BISY-ites got to enjoy
skating and fun. We also had a screening of the Bee Movie, one of our youth group
traditions which was super entertaining for everyone.
These next couple of months, we are especially looking forward to hosting our NFTYCWR region for Spring Conclave, taking place here at Congregation B’nai Israel from
March 1 through 3, where hundreds of teens from all over the West Coast region will come
to spend time together and elect the new regional board for the following year.
We also have upcoming BISY events like the Matzah Ball on Sunday, April 14, from 7:00 to 10:00 pm. It
will be a semi-formal dance where BISY-ites and other youth groups from the area will be able to celebrate
Passover and have matzah-themed fun!! Additionally, BISY will be heavily involved in putting on the Purim
Carnival, which takes place on Sunday, March 17. Lastly, we’d like to welcome Noah Zerbo as our new
Religious and Cultural Vice President (RCVP) for the rest of the year, taking over for Ezra Hammel, who is
studying abroad in Israel at Heller High.
We hope to see all of you at our upcoming events, and make sure to stay tuned for our social media
posts, emails, or texts for more details about our events! If you have any questions, contact Lucy Beckett,
our president, at 916-832-4032, or Ari Steinberg, our advisor, at 916-548-9452.
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Adult Education
LIFELONG JEWISH LEARNING MARCH AND APRIL

April

March

History and Evolution of How We Celebrate Pesach
and Count the Omer ▪ Sherry Okun-Rudnak
Sunday, April 7, 2:00 – 4:00 p.m., Chapel
Approximately 70% of American Jews celebrate
Pesach, making it the most celebrated Jewish holiday in the United States. Most Jewish people are
familiar with why we celebrate Pesach, but may not
be as familiar with how our traditions surrounding
this holiday have evolved. From science's influence
on what we can and cannot eat, to additions to the
Seder plate, to the internet and influence of haggadot.com, Pesach continues to evolve at a rapid pace.
Come learn and discuss this history of Pesach observances, such as the fasting of the first born and the
search for chametz, the evolution of observance,
and why and how we count the Omer. This program
will include an overview of the history and evolution
of Pesach observances and counting of the Omer,
with plenty of room for discussion.

Rosh Chodesh Adar: The Jews Are Coming: Esther
and Mordecai ▪ Rabbi Alfi & the Women of B’nai
Israel
Tuesday, March 5, 6:15 – 8:30 p.m., Social Hall
Calling all women age 13 and older to join Rabbi
Alfi and the Women of B’nai Israel as we continue
our viewing of modern Jewish television or internet
streaming series. Don’t miss this showing of The
Jews Are Coming: Esther and Mordecai, followed by a
fascinating discussion led by Rabbi Alfi. We will
meet in the Social Hall at 6:15 pm for a dairy potluck
dinner, followed by a short service, the television
shows, and discussion. No RSVP necessary.
From Arrest to America: Unraveling My
Father’s Immigration Journey ▪ Elaine Berghausen
Sunday, March 24, 2:00 – 4:00 pm, Chapel
Elaine’s father arrived in the US in September
1941 from Nazi Germany after being in a concentration camp. That’s all she knew about his experiences in Germany and his immigration to the USA. Using sources here and abroad that she discovered
through genealogy research, she has been able to
answer most of her questions. These include when
he was arrested and released from the concentration camp, where he was for 2 ½ years from his release until his arrival in the US, and his remarkable,
heroic journey out of Germany to America during
World War II.

Religious Ethics in the 21st Century ▪ Rabbi Mona Alfi
Tuesday, April 9, noon – 1:00 pm, Library
Note: no Religious Ethics on April 23.
Nelly Benatar and the Holocaust in North Africa ▪
Professor Susan Gilson Miller (UC Davis)
Thursday, April 11, 7:00 – 8:00 pm, Chapel
This presentation will focus on a Moroccan Jewish human rights lawyer who engaged in rescuing
and humanitarian relief in North Africa during World
War II.

Religious Ethics in the 21st Century ▪ Rabbi Mona
Alfi
Tuesday, March 26, noon – 1:00 pm, Library
Rabbi Alfi tackles some of the toughest issues of
Jewish ethics as applied to modern life. We discuss
politics, economics, Israel, Jewish communal relations, and many other issues. To request or suggest
a topic, please e-mail Rabbi Alfi with ideas. Regular
attendance is not required; drop-ins and newcomers are welcome! Bring a brown bag lunch. There is
no fee. (Note: no Religious Ethics on March 12.)

Achim: A Discussion Group for Men ▪ Dr. Glenn
Hammel and the Brotherhood
Sunday, April 14, 7:00 – 8:30 pm, Chapel
Achim is the Hebrew word for “brothers,” and this
group is a forum for education, facilitated discussion, contemplation, and camaraderie, led by Dr.
Glenn Hammel, Ph.D. and Rebbitzen.
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Israel Committee
ISRAELI ELECTIONS SET FOR APRIL 9
By Dan Rabovsky, Israel Committee Co-chair
As many of you know, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s ruling coalition has called for new elections that are set for April 9, when Israelis will vote for members of the Knesset (Israel’s parliament).
Benjamin Netanyahu, the leader of the Likud Party, has been prime minister since 2009, and before that
from 1996 to 1999. He currently is the longest-serving Israeli prime minister other than founding prime
minister David Ben-Gurion.
Likud was formed from several right-wing secular parties by Menachem Begin and Ariel Sharon in
1973, although its roots go back to Ze’ev Jabotinsky in the 1920s.
Likud has 30 seats in the current Knesset, the largest bloc but far short of a majority of the 120member body. Consequently, Likud entered a coalition with several right-wing pro-settlement parties
and with the religious parties in order to achieve a bare majority in the Knesset. Consequently, Netanyahu’s government generally has supported settlements and the ultra-Orthodox rabbinate. Over time,
however, dissension within the coalition and two ongoing criminal investigations of Netanyahu alleging
bribery, fraud, and corruption have disrupted the coalition, resulting in the calling of the April 9 election.
The opposition in the Knesset consists of various center-left and left parities and the Arab parties.
Some, such as Labor, trace their roots back to Ben-Gurion and the socialist ethos of the early Zionists.
Others are centered around a particular leader. At the time of this writing, the most prominent personality in the opposition was Benny Gantz, former chief of staff of the Israel Defense Forces (IDF), who has
formed a new political party.
Parties receive Knesset seats in proportion to their share of the national vote (above a threshold of
3.25%) – there are no geographic districts – so coalition governments are the norm.
J Street’s election microsite (https://jstreet.org/israels-2019-election/#.XFp7hlVKhhE) explains the
Israeli political system and provides ongoing coverage. Wikipedia also has an Israeli election entry
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2019_Israeli_legislative_election). For ongoing press coverage, check out
left-leaning Haaretz (https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/elections) and the right-wing IsraelHayom
(http://www.israelhayom.com/). Also, watch for an upcoming event (in March) on the Israeli election,
cosponsored by J Street and the Jewish Community Relations Council, with Alan Elsner, an IsraeliAmerican former journalist and Middle-East expert with J Street.
If you would like to participate in the Israel Committee, please contact one of the co-chairs: Dan
Rabovsky (beaniecat3711-bnai@yahoo.com) or Jeff Rabinovitz (jjrabinovitz@gmail.com).
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Social Action
SUSTAINABLE LIVING COMMITTEE
Project Updates and Volunteer Opportunities
Remembering Bernie, Our Recycling Guru: by Amy Solov
Bernie Marks will be remembered for many roles and contributions: activist, patriot, Holocaust survivor, father, and grandfather, to name a few. The Sustainable Living Committee (SLC) would like to add
one more: recycling guru. Bernie was dedicated to improving recycling efforts at CBI, advocating for increased participation and compliance with guidelines. He personally purchased and customized the trash
and recycling bin lids on campus to help prevent contamination, so that the maximum amount of recyclable material could be diverted from the landfill. I was inspired by Bernie’s passion, and honored to have
the opportunity to collaborate with him on signage projects. The SLC is committed to continuing Bernie’s
efforts and maintaining a strong recycling program at B’nai Israel. We will miss Bernie’s energy and enthusiasm, and hope you will join us in honoring his spirit by protecting the environment and recycling correctly. As Bernie would remind us, “No food, no liquids – empty, clean, and dry.” Thank you!
The BBC: B’nai Beautification Crew
The B’nai Beautification Crew is a group of volunteers dedicated to helping out with landscaping enhancements at CBI. In recent months, the BBC has been busy pruning, mulching, and refreshing planting
areas near the parking lot and in the Opper Courtyard. Improvements are ongoing, with workdays to be
scheduled throughout the year.
Contact: Marty Solov, solovm@yahoo.com, 916-346-6492
Gan Organic: CBI’s Organic Garden
Gan Organic continues to thrive thanks to the nourishing hands of the 3rd
grade Religious School class, their families, and dedicated volunteers. Winter
veggies and herbs were planted in abundance, and we look forward to a
spring harvest just in time for Passover. Additional volunteers are always
welcome, especially in the summer months to ensure a steady diet of watering
and weeding.
Contacts: Judith Painter (portpaint@sbcglobal.net) or Sue Rosenberg
(susanarosenberg@gmail.com).
American River Parkway Stewardship
Mark your calendars! Please contact Todd Mendell at ptmendell@comcast.net or 916-684-6734 for
more details or to sign up for these scheduled parkway cleanups:
Sunday, March 17, 1:00 pm

Thursday, April 11, 10:00 am

Please contact the project coordinators listed above, or SLC co-chairs Terri Gaines
(tlgaines0@gmail.com) and Judy Painter (portpaint@sblcgobal.net), for more information on how you
can participate and help improve sustainability practices at CBI.

FAMILY PROMISE
Congregation B'nai Israel will be hosting Family Promise from Sunday, March 24, through Sunday,
March 31.
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Social Action
We will be looking for volunteers to cook dinner for our guests; stay
overnight; help with setup, cleanup, and laundry; and engage the children
of our guest families with art projects and/or games. Volunteering during
our Family Promise week is a wonderful experience, and there are opportunities to help for all ages. It is a great mitzvah project for bar or bat
mitzvah students as well!


For cook team volunteers, contact Sue Saunders at
mailsue2@yahoo.com.



For overnight volunteers, contact Helen Nusbaum at helen.nusbaum@gmail.com.



For other volunteer opportunities or general questions, contact Sharon Rogoff at
michaelandsharon@comcast.net, or Maryann Rabovsky at mrabovsky@gmail.com.

IMMIGRATION AND REFUGEE ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE
“Making a difference”: Co-chairs Maryann Rabovsky and Fred Dobb
Arriving in the United States is an exciting time for new refugees. But adjusting to their new
home can be overwhelming and stressful. Therefore, volunteer support is vital to help refugees transition successfully and to feel welcome in their new community. Not just the team at Opening Doors
(a Sacramento nonprofit that assists immigrants and refugees), but you as a volunteer, make a tremendous difference in a family’s life during their first few months in the United States, both as an advocate and a friend.

This year (2019), Opening Doors expects to receive about 600 to 800 individual refugees. There is
still a need for volunteers. You can take them to their important medical appointments. You can
show them around their neighborhoods, teach them English, tutor their kids, coordinate donations
of household items, and make sure they know they are welcome. Opening Doors always needs volunteers. You can help in many different ways – either by supporting financially or by donating needed goods. Also, you can spread awareness about the refugees and their stories to encourage more
volunteers. Raise your voice or give a helping hand. Don’t let your passions or skills go to waste; find
the best way for you to help our refugees! Please contact Maryann Rabovsky at
mrabovsky@gmail.com if you would like to volunteer your time or donate goods.
Scholarships for Dreamers at California State University, Sacramento
One of the many ways congregants can support undocumented students in their struggle for education, jobs, and security is to support the Dreamer Resource Center at Sacramento State University. The Center provides counseling, scholarships, and a place to meet other Dreamers facing similarly
difficult situations. There is also an immigration legal clinic for students and their families. Their website: www.csus.edu/saseep/drc/scholarships.html.
The mission of the Dreamer Resource Center is to make the dream of a college degree a reality
for undocumented students and students with mixed-status families at Sacramento State. The goal
of the Center is to help students overcome the unique challenges that get in the way of achieving
academic, personal and professional excellence. The Center’s goals:


Provide access to higher education opportunities to undocumented high school, transfer, and
graduate students, and those with mixed-status families.



Create a campus culture of knowledge and sensitivity to the issues faced by undocumented
students and students with mixed-status families.
Continued on page 12
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Social Action


Increase retention and graduation of undocumented students and students with mixed-status families by addressing their unique academic, personal, and professional needs in a supportive and safe
environment.

On the website you will find ways to contribute to the scholarship fund and read about the academic and
personal successes of their talented young people. For additional information, please contact Fred Dobb
at Dobbfred@gmail.com.

FOCUS ON RACIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE
The Focus on Racial Justice Committee has been busy these last couple of months! As many of you
know, the committee started up in 2015 in to increase awareness about racial bias and systemic racism
and to promote the Jewish values of tikkun olam and equal justice. Our current work involves developing
ways for congregants to become involved in furthering racial justice in our congregation, the Reform
Jewish movement, and the larger community.
Beginning this past fall, our committee sponsored a series of book discussions and guest speakers
related to The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness, a New York Times bestseller by legal scholar Michelle Alexander. Nearly 100 congregants participated in the discussion series, ably
moderated by member Lisa Brodkey and our guest speakers.
The discussions resulted in concrete suggestions for further action in several areas. One such area
involves advocating for changes in laws, regulations, and policies related to voting rights, fines and penalties, and law enforcement accountability. We will be working with the California Religious Action Center
of Reform Judaism (RAC-CA) as it refines the Reform movement’s legislative advocacy priorities for California. Another area of interest is supporting federal criminal justice reform, as well as providing direct
services to incarcerated or formerly-incarcerated individuals. We are also committed to working with and
supporting other groups in the community, such as Sacramento Area Congregations Together
(Sacramento ACT), that are already working on racial justice issues.
If you are interested in getting involved with these activities, please contact committee co-chair Alan
Saunders at alansaunders101@yahoo.com.

PANCAKES AND MIMOSAS Sunday, March 10
Organized by the
WOMEN OF B’NAI ISRAEL

8:30 am to 9:15 am:

$5 per person or
$20 maximum
per family

10:15 am to 11:30 am

Religious School students
and their families
All congregants - adult beverages
available (donations appreciated)

(Cash or check only, please.)
Gluten-free pancakes
available upon request.
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Proceeds support Camp
Nefesh, CBI’s summer
camp for refugee kids.
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SAVE THE DATE FOR B’NAI ISRAEL’S “DOWN AND DERBY NIGHT” ON
SATURDAY, MAY 4!
Ladies and gentlemen! Come one, come all, to the 19th Annual
Spring Festival, aka our 2nd annual “Down and Derby Night!”
19th Annual
Please mark your calendars for Saturday, May 4, at 6:30 pm. This
Spring Festival
year, we are once again transforming the former Wine and Food
Festival into a “Down and Derby Night,” since our event always
falls on the date of the Kentucky Derby. As at past events, we
will offer delicious hors d’oeuvres, as well as a bar with wine,
beer, and other libations. To add the flavor of the tracks, we will
have roulette, blackjack, and craps tables! Please wear your
dancing shoes as there will be a live band and a dance floor.
Tickets are $48/person in advance and $54/person at the door.
Event sponsorships are available at several levels, priced from $150 to $3600. Look for your invitation
in the mail soon. We will post event developments as we get closer to the date.
To make this year’s Down and Derby a success, we need your help! Everyone is invited to contribute
an item for both the silent and live auctions. Proceeds from this event benefit the many programs that
B’nai Israel offers, and this event is often the year’s biggest fundraiser. Please seek out auction items
from your favorite merchants and professionals. Often the businesses you frequent will be happy to make
a contribution. You need only ask! Recent donations have included Kings and River Cats tickets; vacation
stays at the coast, at Lake Tahoe, and in the city (San Francisco); and member services including accounting, interior design, and landscaping. An annual favorite has featured dinner with both Rabbi Alfi and
Cantor Steinberg! Host a dinner at your home. Guide a tour of the Delta. Create a dream date night or
prepare a gift basket. The sky’s the limit! Many local businesses are eager to provide items for our
congregation’s events. Please keep B’nai Israel in mind the next time you’re out on the town or just
running errands. We can all use a gift certificate for an oil change, dry cleaning, or a dinner on the town.
Your efforts and tax-deductible contributions will support our synagogue!
This year’s Down and Derby Night will offer a memorable evening of good food, fun, high rolling, and
low-stakes thrills. We wager you’ll attend!
Richard Deutsch, Chair, Down and Derby Night 2019 (r2deutsch@gmail.com, 530-303-8163)

Save the Date!

May 4!

L - R: Rabbi Alfi, Denise Crevin, Ben Freeman, Brie Bajar, Rian
Mason, and Debra Freeman in their Derby-inspired finery at
2017’s Spring Festival
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ENJOY A GERSHWIN CABARET
WITH THE CBI CHOIR!

FOR 170TH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION: SEEKING PHOTOS
AND DOCUMENTS
HIGHLIGHTING OUR TIKKUN
OLAM ACTIVITIES

Join us on Saturday, March 30, in the Social Hall
for an evening featuring the music of George and
Ira Gershwin – curtain at 7:00 pm (doors open at
6:30 pm).
Tickets are $20 if purchased before noon on Friday, March 29, or $25 at the door. Wine and nibbles
are included in the ticket price. The audience will be
seated café style at tables.
The purpose of the cabaret, besides entertaining you, is to raise money for the Carl Naluai Music
Fund, which supports the CBI Choir. We have three
sponsorship levels:
 “Slap that Bass” at $50: includes name in program plus 2 tickets
 “Of Thee I Sing, Baby” at $100: includes name
in program plus 2 tickets
 “For You, For Me, Forevermore” at $150: includes name in program, 2 tickets, and reserved
seating.
To purchase tickets or sponsorships, go to
www.cbisacramento.org/event/cc19.

By Deborah Gordon, CBI Co-Archivist
For 170 years, Congregation B’nai Israel has
stood in the forefront of the fight for justice,
equality, liberty, and peace. From the 19th century, when our members provided financial
help to the oppressed Jews of Europe, to the
21st century – when we feed the hungry, house
the homeless, support refugees, fight to improve the environment, and so much more –
we have dedicated ourselves to the work of
tikkun olam.
As part of our 170th anniversary celebration, we will mount an exhibit in Heritage Hall
(the foyer north of the Social Hall) to highlight
our activities during our 170 years of existence
across three different centuries.
Please share your photos and documents
with the Exhibit Committee. We welcome historic material as well as photos you take at
events this year. You can email digital material
to dbhgordon198@gmail.com. If you have nondigital material, call or text 916-616-3668 to arrange for pickup; I will have our professional
firm scan it and return it to you as promptly as
possible.

WE WELCOME OUR
NEW MEMBERS!
Barbara Bamberger
Tania Garcia Fowler
Kathleen Hughes
Jamie Korer & Julian Heather
Kendra Nickel-Nguy
& Mary Nickel-Nguy
Marlene Nusbaum & Neville Frankel
Kyle Owen & Sarah Moschiano
Shane & Amanda Reese
Janet Ulmer & Charles Landau
Ori & Trevalene Weiser
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LIBRARY SNIPPETS

means to have a bat mitzvah while questioning her faith.

By Twila Morris, Library Committee
Let’s begin with our new Library of Things,
which enables you to borrow, well, things – like a set
of tefillin or Shabbat candlesticks. And that leads to
our next big announcement. You can browse those
things in the now-completed online catalog, which is
under cbisacramento.org > Learn > Sosnick Library >
Online Catalog. A button at the top left offers a menu
of categories. “All Collections” will show you everything in the library. “Your library” will show only the
books for adults. After you find what you’d like to
check out, send an email to library@bnais.com, and
your requested item will be held for you to pick up,
either in the library or the office.
New additions: Of course, we have the thoughtprovoking Moral Resistance and Spiritual Authority,
which includes a chapter by Rabbi Mona Alfi.
Children and Young Adults: You will find our new
additions offer a wide range of diversity:
 Meet Rebecca, Jacqueline Greene: The first
three books in the American Girl series.





Nowhere Boy, Katherine Marsh: A Syrian refugee meets a Jewish American in Belgium.
Queen of the Hanukkah Dosas, Pamela
Ehrenberg: An Indian-Jewish family celebrates
Hanukkah with tasty Indian dosas instead of
latkes but they need little Sadie’s help when
they are locked out of their home.
Moon for Moe and Mo, Jane Breskin Zalben: An
interfaith friendship develops when Rosh
Hashanah overlaps with the Muslim holiday of
Ramadan.

B’nai mitzvah books are now just outside the children’s room:




The Truth About My Bat Mitzvah, Nora Raleigh
Baskin: After her beloved grandmother dies,
nonreligious 12-year-old Caroline becomes curious about her mother's Jewish ancestry.
My Basmati Bat Mitzvah, Paula J. Freedman:
Leading up to her bat mitzvah, Tara (Hindi for
"star") Feinstein considers how to balance her
Indian and Jewish identities and what it
15



This is Just a Test, Wendy Wan-Long Shang:
During the Cold War era, David Da-Wei Horowitz tries to please his Jewish and Chinese
grandmothers as he prepares for his bar mitzvah. His friends start digging a fallout shelter
and, on some days, surviving nuclear war feels
like the least of David’s problems.

DVD: Dancing in Jaffa – Returning to his hometown,
Pierre Dulaine selects the most focused young dancers for a competition, pairing Palestinians with Jews.
This explores the stories of three children who must
confront issues of identity, segregation, and prejudice as they dance with their historical archenemies.
Adult Reads:


A Highly Unlikely Scenario, or a Neetsa Pizza
Employee's Guide to Saving the World, Rachel
Cantor: In the not-too-distant future, competing giant fast food factions rule the world.
The story is filled with thirteenth-century explorers, medieval Kabbalists, and Latter-Day
Baconians.



Molly on the Range, Molly Yeh: The star of Food
Network’s Girl Meets Farm offers recipes
from her Jewish and Chinese heritage and current Midwestern farm life.



Here I Am, Jonathan Safran Foer: A novel of a
fracturing Jewish family in a moment of crisis
depicts events over four weeks in Washington, DC.



Russian Dance, Andrée Aelion Brooks: A true
story of intrigue and passion in Stalinist Moscow.



Cosmopolitans, Fred Rosenbaum: A social and
cultural history of the Jews of the San Francisco Bay area from the Gold Rush to the present day.



The Canary Connection, Phillip Spolin: Jewish
exiles escape the Spanish Inquisition and seek
refuge in the Canary Islands.



Making David into Goliath, Joshua Muravchik:
How the world turned against Israel.



Tuesdays with Morrie, Mitch Albom: Albom’s
visits with his sociology professor.

CBI Bulletin Board
Happy Hour Havdalah!

Mazel Tov!
… to the Happy Hour Havdalah Committee for
organizing a fun and successful evening! Pictured
(left to right): Jason Lindo, Paul Ortega, Marci
Ortega, Caryn Mizzi, Davita Levin-Robinson, Jan
Gutierrez, Sandy Lee, and Sunny Romer.

L-R: Jay Schenirer, Terri Gaines, and Bina Lefkovitz
enjoying the treats at the New Orleans table

… to Michael Neumann, whose son Joshua won
three Grammy Awards in the Americana Division on
Sunday, February 10. Joshua is a touring and
recording cellist for Brandi Carlile, and has played
with her band for the past 15 years.
... to Annabel Cooper on the birth of her
granddaughter, Emily Alice Lederer, on December 18
in San Jose, CA (7 lb 9 oz, 20 inches long). Emily’s
proud parents are Lindsey and Stephen Lederer.

L-R: Eric Stern, Rachel Stern, Seth Robinson, Davita
Levin-Robinson, Jenny Pruent, Tanner Pruent, Randi
Weitzman, Dan Weitzman

Registration for
Camp Shelanu
begins in March!
To learn more, visit:
cbisacramento.org/camp

L-R: Fran Levy and Chuck Rosenberg serving up the
goodies at the San Francisco table
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Women of B’nai Israel, continued
JONAS GOLDMAN JUDAICA
GIFT SHOP IS BURSTING WITH
NEW ITEMS!

SAVE THE DATE ...
FOR MAH JONGG FUN DAY

Women of B’nai Israel’s Jonas Goldman Judaica
Gift Shop is gearing up for spring, and that means
new Passover items are already appearing on the
shelves. We have a wide selection of seder and
matzah plates, Elijah and Miriam cups, matzah and
afikomen bags, haggadot, and hostess gifts. Keep
the children busy at your seder table with activity
books, stickers, puzzles, plague kits and masks,
jumping frogs and walking matzah balls.
Need a b’nai mitzvah, wedding, or baby gift?
You can choose from an extensive array of Kiddush
cups, havdalah sets, Shabbat candlesticks, challah
covers and boards, wooden and glass boxes, silver
baby cups, fused glass mezzuzot, tzedakah boxes,
books, and beautiful jewelry from Israel.
Stop by the shop on Tuesdays from 2:00 to 5:30
pm or on Sundays from 9:30 am to 1:00 pm when
Religious School is in session. If you have questions
or need to schedule an appointment, call Jane Orkand at 916-365-5579.

Date: Wednesday, April 10
Registration: 10:30 am Play: 11:00 am - noon
Lunch: Noon
Play: 1:00 - 3:30 pm (with a break)
Location: CBI Social Hall
Cost: $38 per person to benefit the Price Campership Fund and other Women of B’nai Israel programs. In addition, we are featuring a basket auction with special gifts. Raffle tickets for the auction
are 6 for $5, 15 for $10, or two arms long for $20!
Please bring your own mah jongg set and let us
know who you will be sitting with. If you don’t have
a table, we will arrange one for you. Send payment
(checks payable to Women of B’nai Israel) by April 3
to: Emilie Brosin, 1133 Fremont Way, Sacramento CA
95818
Questions? Contact Peggy Goldstein at
taragold44@aol.com or 916-214-7124.
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We Thank Our Contributors
Rabbi Alfi’s Discretionary Fund
Vida and Gordon Adelman for the yahrzeit of Fern
Adelman and in memory of Rabbi Amiel Wohl
Barri Freeman-Gilbert
Nina and Ronald Gilson in honor of Ellery Kaye’s
Bat Mitzvah
Ema Gluckman and Ed Chancellor
Karun and Judah Grossman in memory of Bernie
Marks
Annette and Joel Levy in honor of Rabbii Alfi’s
50th Birthday
Jane and Steve Orkand in memory of Fortunee
Gales
Gabriella and Jim Siegel in honor of Debbie and
John Lewis’ retirement
Joann and Rani Weiser in appreciation for the
plaque installation ceremony
Women of B’nai Israel
Nanette and Kent Wong in memory of Bernie
Marks, may his memory be a blessing

Caring Community Fund
Celine Sankary in memory of Mr. Malkin
Carl Naluai, Jr. Music Fund
Advanced Business Integrators, Inc.
Ema Gluckman and Ed Chancellor
Eileen and Howard Sarasohn mazel tov to Beth
Malinowski and Benjamin Tracey for the birth of their
son, Micah Natan
College Care Package Fund
Eileen Jacobowitz and Eric Wiesenthal
General/Yahrzeit Fund
Vida and Gordon Adelman in memory of Lyle Hardy
and Lee Jordan
Elaine Altshul for the yahrzeits of Michael Cohen and
Max Paker
Jeff Aran
Jay Cutler in honor of Alexa Hanlon
Eileen Jacobowitz and Eric Wiesenthal in memory of
Bernie Marks
Tom Mastronarde in honor of Zephan
Mastronarde’s Bar Mitzvah
Betty and Jack Reuben in memory of Rose Kaine
Lynne and Mark Snyder for the yahrzeits of
Faye Edel, Max Edel, Morris Edel, Rebecca Edel,
Nellie Edel Minkin, and Sam Minkin

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Nadine Braunstein in memory of Bernie Marks
Rhonda and Frank Folger in memory of Marvin
Nimo Nathan
Nina and Ronald Gilson in honor of Ellery Kaye’s
Bat Mitzvah
Karun and Judah Grossman in memory of Bernie
Marks
Rachel and Gary Horsley in memory of Bobby
Horsley
Women of B’nai Israel

Israeli Dancing Fund
Joan and Marc Epstein
Judi and Glenn Gordon in loving memory of Joel
Michaels
Len Maintenance Fund
Annette and Mike Kalamaras
Betty and Jack Reuben for the yahrzeits of Emanuel
Salter and Harry Schnider
JoAnn and Marty Solov

Educator’s Discretionary Fund
Women of B’nai Israel
Adult Education Enrichment Fund
Terri and Jonathan Cristy for the yahrzeit of
George Cristy, beloved father of Jonathan and
father-in-law of Terri

Opper Courtyard Fund
Lorraine and Michael Opper in honor of Skip
Rosenbloom

Camp Nefesh Fund
Sam Makarczyk in memory of Bernie Marks
Susanne Sommer for the yahrzeits of
Max Grunwald, George Ramsey, and
Scott Sommer

Prayer Book Fund
Temple Beth Tikvah
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We Thank Our Contributors

We Mourn Our Losses
CBI expresses heartfelt sympathy to members
of the bereaved families. May the memory of
their loved one be for a blessing.

Rabbi Alfi’s Birthday Havdalah
Lynne Galin
William Schwartz
Religious School Scholarship Fund
Eileen Jacobowitz and Eric Wiesenthal in memory
of Linda Archer
Bonnie Penix in memory of Bernie Marks
Betty and Jack Reuben to celebrate the birth of
grandchildren Max and Milo Bitman

Linda Archer
beloved mother of Matthew Archer;
mother-in-law of Mahala Archer;
grandmother of Jalen and Ari Archer

Phyllis Greenbaum
beloved mother of Mark Greenbaum;
grandmother of Alexa Hanlon
and Hannah Greenbaum

Social Action Fund
Melissa Brock
Norman Fassler-Katz in honor of Melanie Mages
having received the Salaam Shalom award for
exemplary service from the national Salaam Shalom
organization, Philadelphia, PA, November 2018
Joann Weiser in honor of her grandchildren
Sosnick Library Fund
Julie Crutcher
Nikke VanDerHeydt-Sosnick
Weinberg Godparent Fund
Nancy Bernheimer in memory of Sandra Graham
Doris Pittell in memory of my amazing and
generous father, Harold B. Weinberg
Steven Weinberg in memory of Harold B. Weinberg

Martha Levy
beloved mother of Roger Levy;
mother-in-law of Jackie Levy;
grandmother of Daniel and Marc Levy

Bernard “Bernie” Marks
beloved father of
Leann Gonchoroff and Sarah Davis;
father-in-law of Daniel Gonchoroff and Bryan Davis;
grandfather of Aaron and Sena Gonchoroff,
and Rachel and Ariana Delevan;
great-grandfather of Blake Gonchoroff

Rick Maryott

Women of B’nai Israel
Idelle Claypool
Deborah Small

beloved brother-in-law of Jason Lindo

Marvin Nimo Nathan
beloved father of Susan Hammer;
father-in-law of Bruce Hammer;
grandfather of Daniel Hammer

Youth & Education Endowment Fund
Diane Diamond in memory of Frank Diamond,
David Novick, and Robert Novick

Sonia Robinson
beloved grandmother of Karun Grossman;
grandmother-in-law of Judah Grossman;
great-grandmother of Lilah, Abigail,
and Eve Grossman

Donations listed as of February 1, 2019.To make a
donation to any of these funds or to receive a full
listing of all the funds available, please contact us at
916-446-4861 or operations@bnais.com, or visit our
website at www.cbisacramento.org/tribute.

Rabbi Amiel Wohl
beloved Rabbi of B’nai Israel from 1968 to 1973
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JEWISH GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY OF SACRAMENTO
Sunday, March 17, 10:00 am
“Using Dropbox for Genealogy and More” – Marian Kile
Dropbox is the most popular free "cloud computing" application. Marian Kile will talk about how to
get started with Dropbox, and how to manage and add folders and files. She will also show how to capture links so you can share your files with others.
Marian Kile has been giving genealogy presentations for more than 10 years. Last September, she
talked to the JGSS about "Creating Family Stories from Research."
Sunday, April 14, 10:00 am
“CatalogIt – Beyond Genealogy: Capturing and Sharing the Story of Things” – Dan Rael
So many of the things around us have stories embedded in them with the memories and personalities
of those who made, used, and cherished them. These stories are typically lost when the last person who
knows the stories confuses it or passes away without capturing it orally or in writing. The new CatalogIt
app will take you beyond the names and dates of your ancestors and into the stories of their lives, as captured in their important possessions and knowledge they accumulated. CatalogIt is a new collections
management app for documenting and sharing the story of things.
Dan Rael, a co-founder of CatalogIt, grew up in the Placerville area and worked as an archaeologist in
the Eldorado and Stanislaus National Forests. He served in the Peace Corps in Paraguay and has also
worked in financial services in San Francisco. Dan is an avid collector of Native American art, and his need
to document his extensive ethnographic collection led to the creation of CatalogIt (www.catalogit.app).

All are welcome to attend the March 17 and April 14 meetings at the Einstein Center, 1935 Wright
Street, Sacramento. For more information, contact Mort Rumberg at mortrumberg1@earthlink.net.

Lind Brothers
A Family Owned Funeral Home
and Crematory Since 1964
Our practices are grounded in the unshakable belief
in the sanctity of human life, the dignity of the person,
and the emotional and spiritual needs of the mourners.
Our commitment is to help you and your family
make a decision that truly makes a difference
both financially and spiritually.
4221 Manzanita Avenue, Carmichael, CA 95608
P: 916.482.8080 F: 916-482-2009
cporter@lindbrotherssacramento.com
www.lindbrotherssacramento.com
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Koleinu - Our Voice
Phone 916.446.4861
www.cbisacramento.org

Congregation B’nai Israel
3600 Riverside Boulevard
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Sacramento, CA 95818
Rabbi Lester A. Frazin, Rabbi Emeritus
Cantor Julie Steinberg, Jsteinberg50@gmail.com
Leslie Oberst, Executive Director, execdir@bnais.com
Denise Crevin, Director of Education, Dcrevin@bnais.com
- - - - President, Bina Lefkovitz, blefkovitz@gmail.com
Past-President, Alan M. Steinberg, gomachfive@gmail.com
President-Elect, Greg Hubbs, gregwhubbs@gmail.com
VP Finance, Bendan Blue, bendan@sbcglobal.net
Time Dated Material
VP Administration, Elizabeth Landsberg, deanberg@sbcglobal.net
VP Education, Brie Bajar, gabrielle.bajar@gmail.com
VP Facilities, Stan Wallin, jstanleywallin@gmail.com
Or deliver to current resident
VP Membership, Davita Levin-Robinson, davita827@hotmail.com
Chief Financial Officer, Joel Schwartz, joel@joelschwartz.com
Secretary, Eileen Jacobowitz, ejacobowitz@comcast.net
Timothy Zeff, General Counsel, zeffdj@aol.com
- - - - Koleinu Staff
Editor: Terri Cristy, koleinu@bnais.com
Layout & Design: Abbie Blackman, communications@bnais.com
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The Koleinu is published bimonthly: January/February
(deadline December 1), March/April (deadline February 1), May/
June (deadline April 1), July/August (deadline June 1), September/
October (deadline August 1), and November/December (deadline
October 1). Articles should be limited to about 350 words. Please
send all submissions to koleinu@bnais.com.
Advertising in the Koleinu is easy! For more information on
ads, including rates, please contact Abbie Blackman
(Communications Specialist) at communications@bnais.com.

March and April Second Shabbes Dinners
Fridays, March 8 and April 12
6:00pm Tot Shabbat Service | 6:30pm Dinner | 7:30pm Shabbat Service
March Menu
Spanakopita (spinach pie with ricotta)
Greek salad
Hummus and pita
Greek peas in tomato sauce

April Menu
Roasted eggplant parmesan
Baked parmesan pasta
Roasted vegetables
Green salad with balsamic vinaigrette

For the children:
Mac & cheese
Baby carrots with ranch dressing

For the children:
Mac & cheese
Baby carrots with ranch dressing

Adults $16; children’s meals are complimentary for ages 12 & under.
RSVP to the office at 916-446-4861 or online at www.cbisacramento.org/ongoing
Please mail your payment to Congregation B’nai Israel,

3600 Riverside Blvd., Sacramento, CA 95818
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