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Save the Date!

Saturday, May 5
6:30 pm
Social Hall

TIKKUN
LEIL
SHAVUOT
Saturday, May 19, 7:00-10:00 pm,
in the Sanctuary
Led by the 2018 Confirmation Class

Sunday, May 20, 7:00 pm, Sanctuary
See page 20 for details!

Day Camp 2018:
Session #1 Jul 2-6
Session #2 Jul 9-13
Session #3 Jul 16-20
Session #4 Jul 23-27
Session #5 Jul 30-Aug 3

Tayarim (Grades 6-8):
July 9-13
CIT opportunity for
Grades 9-10
Staff opportunity
Grades 11+

Register at www.cbisacramento.org

Monday, May 21, 9:15 am, Chapel

Saturday, June 30, 7:00 pm
in the Opper Courtyard
Under-the-Stars Havdalah
with delectable cocktails and
mocktails, and food representing
cities across the USA!

Worship
Friday, April 6
Office closed until noon
No Shabbatot
9:15 am
Pesach Yizkor Service
7:30pm
Brotherhood
Shabbat Service
Saturday, April 7
9:00am Torah Study
10:30am Mini Minyan
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service
Friday, April 13
6:00pm Tot Shabbat Service
with 3rd Grade participation
6:30pm Second Shabbes Dinner
7:30pm
Shabbat Service
with 6th Grade participation

Saturday, May 5
9:00am Torah Study
10:30am Mini Minyan
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service

Friday, June 1
9:30am
Shabbatot
7:30pm
Shabbat Service

Friday, May 11
6:00pm Education Tot Shabbat Service
6:30pm Second Shabbes Dinner
7:30pm
Education Shabbat Service
Honoring teachers and
madrichim, with a special
honor to our Educator,
Denise Crevin

Saturday, June 2
9:00am Torah Study
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service
Bar Mitzvah, Ian Richardson

Saturday, May 12
9:00am Torah Study
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service
Bar Mitzvah, Kian Khajavi

Friday, June 8
6:00pm Tot Shabbat Service
6:30pm Second Shabbes Dinner
7:30pm
Shabbat Service
Blessing of Confirmands and
installation of the BISY Board
Saturday, June 9
9:00am Torah Study
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service
Bat Mitzvah,
Samantha Marcus

Saturday, April 14
9:00am Torah Study
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service

Friday, May 18
7:30pm
Shabbat Service

Friday, April 20
7:00 pm Shabbat Meditation
7:30pm Shabbat Service

Saturday, May 19
9:00am Torah Study
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service
7:00pm Tikkun Leil Shavuot

Saturday, April 21
9:00am Torah Study
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service
B’nai Mitzvah, Harris & Hudson Prunier

Sunday, May 20
7:00pm
Shavuot Service
Confirmation

Friday, April 27
7:30pm Leadership Shabbat Service

Monday, May 21
Office closed until noon
9:15am
Shavuot Yizkor Service

Saturday, April 28
9:00am Torah Study
10:30am Kavanah Shabbat
Morning Service

Saturday, June 23
9:00am Torah Study
10:30am Kavanah Shabbat Morning
Service

Friday, May 25
7:00pm
Shabbat Meditation
7:30pm
Shabbat Service

Friday, June 29
7:30pm
Shabbat Service

Friday, May 4
9:30am
Shabbatot
7:30pm
Shabbat Service

Saturday, May 26
9:00am Torah Study
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service
B’not Mitzvah, Alana and
Samantha Chotzen-Jenner

Friday, June 15
7:30pm Shabbat Service
Saturday, June 16
9:00am Torah Study
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service
Bat Mitzvah, Molly Silva
Friday, June 22
7:30pm Shabbat Service

Saturday, June 30
9:00am Torah Study
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service
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Worship

Our B’nai Mitzvot
Harris Prunier, April 21
Shalom. My name is Harris Prunier and I am the taller of twin boys. I am in the 8th
grade at Arden Middle School. I enjoy reading, sleeping, watching TV, playing soccer,
skiing, and hanging out outside.
For my mitzvah project I am helping out at UC Davis Children's Hospital. We are
making fleece blankets to donate to kids at the hospital who have skin diseases or other
illnesses. This relates to my Torah reading. People with skin diseases are sometimes
looked at differently, and I want to show that everyone is the same person even if they
look different on the outside.
I hope to see you at my b’nai mitzvah with my brother Hudson on April 21.

Hudson Prunier, April 21
Hi, I’m Hudson Prunier and I am 14 years old. I am the older of twin brothers. I also
have another younger brother. I’m in the 8th grade at Arden Middle School. I enjoy
playing soccer, hanging out with friends, and going on long walks and bike rides with my
family. I also love to swim and ski.
For my Bar Mitzvah project, I am making and donating blankets for children who are
in the hospital. I am hopeful that these blankets will help them transition back into their
community after they leave the hospital.
I hope to see you at my b'nai mitzvah (with my brother Harris) on April 21.

Kian Khajavi, May 12
Shalom! My name is Kian Daniel Khajavi. I am a 7th grader attending St. Francis of
Assisi Elementary School in midtown Sacramento. In my spare time, I like to hang out
with my friends and play the bass guitar. I am in my school's drama club, and on the
track and cross country teams.
For my mitzvah project I am going to be volunteering and collecting adult and
children's socks, disinfectant wipes, and air freshener for Family Promise. Family
Promise is a nonprofit organization that helps impoverished and homeless families
get back on their feet and out of poverty. I hope to see you all at my bar mitzvah on
May 12.

Alana and Samantha Chotzen-Jenner, May 26
We are Alana Elisabeth Chotzen-Jenner and Samantha Ava
Chotzen-Jenner. We attend Sacramento Waldorf School, where we
are in the 8th grade. For our mitzvah project we volunteered for
Family Promise, an organization that B’nai Israel supports by
housing homeless families at our synagogue for one week twice
each year. This past August we were responsible for three families.
We helped by preparing food, serving and cleaning up meals, doing
Alana and Samantha Chotzen-Jenner
crafts like making friendship bracelets and window rubbings (still up
on the classroom windows today!), playing basketball, doing homework with them, and watching a
movie together that our mom made called The Rosa Parks Story.
(Continued on page 4.)
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B’nai Mitzvot, continued
Continued from page 3

Alana: “What stands out for me about the mitzvah project is that when you think about volunteering,
you don’t realize that you are the one who will change forever. It was powerful to get close to kids our
very age, who through no fault of their own do not have a place to live.
Samantha: “Did you know that all three of the families we got to know had a parent who worked full
time? I think it is wrong that someone can go to work every day and still not make enough money to
afford a place to live. On the night we were on duty all night, we slept on cots in one of the classrooms. It
was hard to sleep and the fluorescent lights were in my eyes. The thought of our new friends moving
every week to a new place just to be safe and warm made me so grateful that I have a home.
Alana: “In my free time I like reading, swimming, listening to music, movies, and playing with our four
rescue dogs. When I grow up I want to be a defense attorney to be a voice for people who cannot speak
for themselves.”
Samantha: “In my free time I have watched hundreds of YouTube tutorials on makeup application, and
I have practiced on everyone who would let me. Now our friends and family pay me to apply makeup for
their special occasions and joke that I am a professional makeup artist. When I grow up, I want to
continue my passion for skin care and become a dermatologist or a plastic surgeon.”

Ian Richardson, June 2
Hi, my name is Ian Richardson, and I will be celebrating my bar mitzvah on June 2.
I’m in the 7th grade at Harriet Eddy Middle School. In my free time, I love playing
competitive soccer for IR Academy, watching YouTube videos, and checking out my
favorite clothing designers. For my mitzvah project, I will be working with preschool
children with autism spectrum disorder (ASD). I like to help them practice social skills
by playing games with them and teaching them soccer.

Samantha Marcus, June 9
My name is Samantha Rose Marcus and I am in the 7th grade at Sutter Middle
School. When I am not at school or studying for my bat mitzvah, you can find me on
the soccer field playing for the San Juan Soccer Club or running cross country or track
for my school.
For my mitzvah project I am organizing friends and family to help me make peanut
butter sandwiches for the Central Downtown Food Basket. I have solicited local
businesses to donate the supplies we will need. The Central Downtown Food Basket
will freeze the sandwiches and pass them out to hungry individuals and families.
I look forward to seeing you all at my bat mitzvah on June 9.

Molly Silva, June 16
Hi. My name is Molly Silva and I am a 7th grader at Sutter Middle School. My hobbies include baking and reading. In my spare time, I enjoy playing soccer, hanging out
friends and family, and playing with my dog, Casey.
For my mitzvah project, I am working with an organization called “Passback,”
which helps provide soccer equipment to children in underserved communities
throughout the country. I am also helping an organization called “TOPSoccer,” which
helps children with disabilities play soccer. Please join me as I am called to the Torah
as a bat mitzvah on June 16.
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President’s Message
improvements completed in the next six months.
We will keep the congregation updated on our
progress.
I want to thank the following people who
worked hard to research and write the grant: Greg
Hubbs, Jon Meltzer, Sharon Rogoff, Stan Wallin,
Jason Weiner, and myself. It was a lot of work!
Please let me know if you want to join our
facilities/security committee. This group will be very
busy over the next year as we focus more and more
on facility improvements.
Rabbi Alfi is scheduled to be out of the office
from June 18 through August 2. This includes the
annual installment of her sabbatical, as well as two
weeks at Camp Newman. She will not be responding to any calls or emails from June 18 through July
17. When Rabbi Alfi is working at Camp Newman
from July 18 to August 2, she will have very limited
phone and internet access.
This is a time for well-deserved and needed rest
and renewal. On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I
ask that we respect her time away from her usual
duties by not calling, emailing, or texting
her. Cantor Steinberg will be available to cover all
clergy responsibilities.
If there is an emergency or other urgent matter,
please contact the CBI office during office hours at
916-446-4861, or Cantor Steinberg, after hours, at
916-849-6023. If necessary, staff will contact Rabbi
Alfi for you. Thank you for your consideration.
Bina Lefkovitz, President

A Focus on Our
Congregation’s Security
My presidency has been focused
on three goals: upgrade our facilities, strengthen organizational
efficiency and effectiveness, and
increase our hospitality. In pursuit
of the first two goals, we have been assessing our
facility needs and administrative systems to see
where improvements are needed. As part of this
work, we have reviewed our congregation’s
security needs and received bids to update our
systems. The Board of Trustees approved a plan
to replace our aging alarm systems, upgrade our
cameras, improve our parking lot lighting
(accomplished several months ago), improve
classroom and office security, and expand and
upgrade the fencing around the building.
Coincidentally, the State Office of Emergency
Management issued a grant funding request in
November 2017, focused on reducing terrorist
threats to nonprofit organizations. This grant
required a completion of a comprehensive assessment on how to better secure our facilities
against terrorist threats/attacks. The assessment
was instructional and helped us better understand
both our capital and safety training needs. The
grant afforded us the opportunity to strengthen
our connections with the Sacramento Police
Department and other law enforcement staff who
work on terrorist activity in the region.
Our Board decided to pursue the grant, which
would cover security costs of up to $75,000. This
amount was supplemented with $35,000 from our
reserves to address security needs that would not
be covered by the grant. I am pleased to
announce that on February 20, we received notice
of award of the $75,000 grant from the state.
Some additional security improvements are
still needed, and these will be addressed in our
facilities improvement plan that will be rolled out
to the congregation over the next few months.
The state grant, plus the amount allocated from
reserves, should address the majority of our
security concerns. We hope to have all the

ShulCloud Update!
As the Koleinu goes to print, Congregation
B’nai Israel is days away from launching our
new website and online member portal!
Members are receiving detailed
information about logging in and managing
their accounts on our new website:
www.cbisacramento.org
If you need help with ShulCloud, please
email cloudhelp@bnais.com or use the “Click
Here for Help” link at the top of the new website’s home page.
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The Brotherhood
FROM THE BROTHERHOOD PRESIDENT
Jeff Rabinovitz
Notes from the ‘Hood
All right, everybody – go outside take a deep breath. Do you smell it? It is spring! Everything is
blooming and Brotherhood is moving forward. Our Brotherhood Shabbat is on Friday, April 6. Thank
you to Rabbi Alfi for taking the time to honor us for all that we do. We will also present our Man of the
Year award; this year it will go to Jon Meltzer. He is a past president of Brotherhood and has been our
“rock” in the kitchen. We would not be able to present our onegs nor do our catering without his
leadership. He truly is a Man of the Year. Please join us for this wonderful event. A big “thank you” to
our dear friends in Women of B’nai Israel for providing the oneg for us.
A reminder that, beginning in June, Colmar Figueroa-Moseley will assume the role of “King of the
Kitchen.” He has big shoes to fill but brings his own expertise to the job, and I am confident there will
be no noticeable changes in our “product.”
Looking further into the future, our annual meeting and brunch are tentatively scheduled for
Sunday, June 3. Please attend as we will be electing new officers and presenting our budget for next
year. We have seen a lot of new blood this past year, and we hope you new folks will join us for this
important event.
On Saturday, June 9, we have our annual Brotherhood Night at the River Cats game. We have 30
tickets offering a seat in the right-field porch, including dinner as well as a view of the game. The total
cost is $55. Please contact Josh Mastronarde for tickets. This has always been a fun event, so come on
down. Last year we even got a foul ball at no extra charge.
There are quite a few b’nai mitzvot coming up in June and August. We will probably be involved in
catering some of them, so watch your inboxes for the notice, and please step up to give us a hand. It is
a mitzvah and you can’t have too many of them.
Okay, I know it is really early, but I do want to remind everybody that Brotherhood is in charge of
our High Holiday ushers. I will be sending out requests for assistance in July.
I hope all of you have had meaningful Pesach seders rich with tradition and family, and that the
matzot haven’t been too tough on the digestive system.

You Can Sponsor an Oneg to Celebrate or Honor People in Your Life!
Celebrate a life cycle event or a mitzvah, or just support your CBI community.
It's easy! Provide food (sweet and savory) for approximately 75 people, or donate $100 to the Oneg
Shabbat Fund. Contact Terri Gaines for available dates:tlgaines0@gmail.com. Thanks so much for
supporting Congregation B’nai Israel!
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Women of B’nai Israel
Women of B’nai Israel
Events

FROM THE WOMEN OF B’NAI
ISRAEL PRESIDENT

Friday, April 6, 7:30 pm – Brotherhood
Shabbat Service: The Women of B’nai
Israel will be hosting the Oneg
Shabbat for the Brotherhood, and
volunteers are needed!

Sandy Lee
A Privilege and an Honor
I can’t believe this is my last column as President of
Women of B’nai Israel. My term will end on June 30. These
past two years have flown by. I admit there were times when I
looked forward to the end of my term. Now that it’s
approaching, I realize what a privilege and an honor it has
been to serve as your president. Leading an organization of
women who volunteer so much of their time for the benefit of
our congregation and our community has been a truly
rewarding experience. Representing our Sisterhood on the
Temple Board has given me a better understanding of the
issues our temple faces every day and of how blessed we are
to have our clergy and temple staff to lead and support us.
Over the past two years I’ve written articles explaining
who we are and what we do, ranging from social events to
social justice events, and providing financial support to our
congregation, to our youth through Price Campership funds
(to attend URJ overnight camps), to our Confirmation Class, to
BISY, and to the Religious School Scholarship Fund. I’m still
amazed that we donated over $17,000 in charitable
contributions last fiscal year to our congregation and the
Sacramento community. I can’t wait to see what our charitable
contributions are this fiscal year.
I want to give my heartfelt thanks to my wonderful
Executive Board: Eve Panush , Caryn Mizzi, Suzy Underwood,
Nora Makarczyk, Linda Byrne, Jan Gutierrez, Helen Nusbaum,
Peggy Goldstein, Lindie Henderson, and all the committee
chairs. Your involvement and support definitely made my job
easier.
In my first column as president I wrote that I wanted
others to experience the joy, satisfaction, and friendships that
come from belonging to this group of caring, intelligent, and
dedicated women known as the Women of B’nai Israel. I hope
I’ve been able to achieve that through my leadership.
I’d like to end my term with the same Margaret Mead
quote I started with: “Never doubt that a small group of
thoughtful committed citizens can change the world. Indeed,
it is the only thing that ever has.”
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Monday, April 16, 6:00 pm – Board
Meeting in the Conference Room
Tuesday, April 17, 6:00 pm – Rosh
Chodesh Iyar: We begin with a dairy
potluck in the Social Hall, followed by
the movie Blessed Is the Match at 6:45
pm. More details on p. 11.
Wednesday, April 18, 11:00 am – 4:00
pm – Mah Jongg Fun Day in the Social
Hall. More details on p. 16.
Thursday, April 26 – Girls’ Night Out:
Time and place to be announced.
Monday, May 14, 6:00 pm – Board
Meeting in the Conference Room
Sunday, June 3, 12:00 – 2:00 pm –
Installation of new Women of B’nai
Israel Board in the Social Hall
Sunday, June 10, 1:00 pm –Women of
B’nai Israel Art Tour: Meet at Merle
Axelrad’s house to carpool to the
Haggin Art Museum in Stockton. More
details on p. 16.
Saturday, June 30, 7:00 – 9:00 pm –
Happy Hour Havdalah is Back!
Festivities will include Havdalah with
Cantor Steinberg, accompanied by
fabulous cocktails, mocktails, and
appetizers. More details to follow.

Religious School Education
FROM THE EDUCATION ADMINISTRATOR
(DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION as of May 1)
Denise Crevin
Todah Rabah!
As you read this, I am a month away from completing my Master of Arts in Religious Education
and receiving my diploma from Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion on May 3.
Participating in this Executive M.A. Program has been an experience for which I am profoundly
grateful. It has changed the way I see Jewish education and my role in providing opportunities for all
of you, and it has changed the way I see myself as a Jew.
I didn’t reach this milestone on my own, and I appreciate the support of everyone in our
Congregation B’nai Israel community. You have assisted me with assignments requiring interviews
and input. You have listened to me go on and on about upcoming papers and presentations. You
have stepped in to make things happen when I’ve been gone to participate in intensive learning
sessions in Cincinnati, New York, Los Angeles, and Israel. Most importantly, you have made me
realize how lucky I am to be your Educator and a fellow congregant.
Jewish education encompasses many things. Over these past two and a half years, it has been a
process that helped me explore – within the context of Jewish tradition – who I am and what will
constitute my life. I look forward to continuing to help each of you experience Jewish education in a
way that creates meaning in your lives.

BISY News
By Dani Wiesenthal, Religious and Cultural Vice President
Shalom from your favorite BISY Bees! This BISY year (pun intended) has been jam-packed with
fabulous events. But we have had some especially fabulous events in the past few months!
We had a very successful Purim season. This was probably the largest crew of BISY-ites, 8th graders,
and volunteers we’ve had in Purim Carnival history! And, might I add, the best decorated Purim Carnival.
Once again, a HUGE thank you to everyone involved for their hard work and enthusiasm. We loved seeing
your smiling faces and your wonderful costumes!
After the chaos of Purim, BISY had the amazing opportunity to volunteer at the St. John’s Program for
Real Change for our annual social action event. It was nice to know we could make a difference for homeless women and children in Sacramento. Keep an eye out for details on our April and May events via text,
email, and social media.
As this year, unfortunately, comes to an end, we must say “so long, farewell, auf wiedersehen, goodbye” to our awesome seniors on June 2. However, as we say “shalom,” we will welcome in our new Board
and incoming freshman at our annual BISY elections the same night. If you are interested in running for
the BISY Board, contact Maddy Halseth, our president, at bookworm0420@yahoo.com. We look forward
to the rest of our year and we hope you do, too!
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Religious School Education
“The More Schooling, the More Wisdom" (Pirke Avot 2:7)
By Rabbi Mona Alfi
Rabbi Akiva was one of the greatest of the early rabbis. He lived in Israel during the 1st and 2nd
centuries, was one of the early architects of Rabbinic Judaism, and was a leader in the Bar Kochba Revolt
against Rome. In the Talmud he is called Rosh la-Hakhamim, “Chief of the Sages.” But of all of his
achievements, the most remarkable is that Rabbi Akiva was an illiterate shepherd until the age of 40, the
age when he began his studies.
Rabbi Akiva is held up as a model in Judaism, a reminder that a person is never too old to begin serious
study, take on a new career, or accomplish great things.
While she was far from illiterate – Jewish or otherwise – our congregant Denise Crevin took on a new
and daunting task three years ago when she agreed not only to run our extensive youth education
programs, but to do so while also pursuing an Executive Master of Arts (M.A.) in Jewish Education at the
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion. Denise took the responsibility of running the
education programs at our synagogue seriously and wanted to acquire additional skills and resources, as
well as an ongoing professional community, to help her build and strengthen our programs.
The Executive M.A. in Jewish Education is an intensive 24-month program that included onsite
seminars at HUC-JIR’s campuses in Cincinnati, New York, and Los Angeles, as well as e-learning courses,
studying in Israel for ten days, being guided by clinical faculty mentors who are veterans in the field, and
culminating in a capstone project focusing on education and engagement.
Under Denise’s extraordinary leadership, our Religious School has grown from 154 students attending
on Sundays in 2014/2015 to 190 students this year. In addition, Camp Shelanu has continued to grow and
attract new families who have joined B’nai Israel because of their children’s positive experiences there.
But perhaps the most extraordinary part of our youth education programming is that we have a
consistently high retention rate post-b’nai mitzvah through high school graduation.
If you haven’t been at the temple on a Sunday morning during Religious School in a while, I highly
encourage you to come to services and then take a peek in the Social Hall or on the playground. You will
see a vibrant and joyous community of students and their families learning, celebrating, and developing a
strong foundation for a meaningful Jewish identity.
Denise Crevin has been an integral part of our
success.
On May 3, Denise will be receiving her Master’s
from HUC-JIR at Temple Emanuel in Manhattan.
Cantor Steinberg and I are proud to be going to
represent our congregation and to join her
husband, Dan; their children, Ava and Max; and
Dan’s parents, Nancy and Larry, in celebrating Denise’s wonderful accomplishment.
We hope you will join us on Friday, May 11, at
our Second Shabbes services and dinner as we
honor Denise and her commitment to ongoing
Jewish education and for being a role model like
Rabbi Akiva, reminding us that Judaism commands
us all to engage in lifelong learning.
Denise Crevin raises the Torah at a recent Bat Mitzvah.
Rabbi Alfi is to her left, Cantor Steinberg to her right.
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Education

We invite everyone to our Shavuot Service
Sunday, May 20, at 7:00 pm
Led by the 2018 Confirmation Class
Jacob Dean
Andrew Einsel
Anna Frankel
Sara Hadigian
Gabriella Laxer
Sam Muench
Simeon Richardson
Cheyenne Whitfield
Nate Wisham

son of Elizabeth Landsberg and Gordon Dean
son of Allison and Philip Einsel
daughter of Kimberly Buss and David Frankel
daughter of Debra and Carl Hadigian
daughter of Dorit Hertz and Teven Laxer
son of Nadine and Steven Muench
son of Laurie and Monte Richardson
daughter of Kelly Caffero and Gina Whitfield
son of Valerie Feldman and Jay Wisham

An oneg hosted by the 2019 Confirmation Class families will follow the service.

Help Support the Confirmation Class –
Buy Raffle Tickets, Drink Wine/Beer at
Second Shabbes Dinners

Thanks very much from the
5778 Confirmation Class!

The members of the Confirmation Class of 5778
(2018) are going to Israel or to a Union for Reform
Judaism (URJ) Mitzvah Corps project in the Northwest.
To help raise the funds for these exciting trips, we are
selling raffle tickets. This year’s prizes include a Lake
Tahoe cabin for the weekend, an Arden Hills Country
Club spa package, DJ services from Steve Buzzard, a
The 5778 Confirmation Class at the Purim dinner. Pic$100 Best Buy gift certificate, a hand-crafted hamsa
tured, left to right: Sam Muench, Andrew Einsel, Cheynecklace, a $100 gift certificate to the Ravenous Café,
enne Whitfield, Jacob Dean, Simeon Richardson, Gabi
$100 gift certificate to Aharona Catering, two hours of
Laxer, and Sara Hadigian. Not pictured: Nate Wisham
genealogical research, two $50 iTunes gift cards donat- and Anna Frankel
ed by MR DJ Event Services, and many other prizes.
Raffle tickets have been mailed to everyone in the congregation. For donations of $25 for one ticket or
$100 for five tickets, you will be eligible to win one of our prizes. More importantly, you will be supporting
this year’s summer trips, which help students become more connected to their Jewish heritage and
values. Please fill in the ticket stub(s) and return with your check to Congregation B’nai Israel no later
than May 11. The drawing will take place on May 19.
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Adult Education
Adult Education:
Thank You’s and a Look Ahead
By Terri and Jonathan Cristy, Co-chairs,
Adult Education Committee
As the 2017-18 educational year winds to a
close, we’d like to thank the members of the
Adult Education Committee for all the time and
effort they have contributed to make this year’s
programming possible: Jon Meltzer, Byron Miller, MaryAnn Misenhimer, Steve Orkand, Patricia
Porter, Sunny Romer, Sean Ward, and Ruthann
Ziegler. Your work is greatly appreciated!
We’re now starting to plan our programs for
2018-19. We hope to start a class in Beginning
Hebrew, in addition to our presentations on
topics that will enhance your knowledge of
Judaism. More information will be available in
future issues of the Koleinu and via the weekly
Adult Education Updates.
Thank you to everyone who has attended any
of our classes or presentations. You are the
reason our committee exists! If you have any
suggestions for Adult Education programming,
or if you’d like to participate in our planning by
joining the Adult Education Committee (even
better!), please contact us at
adulteducation@bnais.com.

Lifelong Jewish Learning –
April, May, and June Events

Religious Ethics in the 21st Century ▪ Rabbi Alfi
Tuesday, April 10, noon – 1:00 pm, Library
Rabbi Alfi tackles some of the toughest issues of
Jewish ethics as applied to modern life. We discuss
politics, economics, Israel, Jewish communal relations, and many other issues. To request or suggest
a topic, please e-mail Rabbi Alfi with ideas. Regular
attendance is not required; drop-ins and newcomers
are welcome! Bring a brown bag lunch. There is no
fee. (Note: No Religious Ethics on April 24.)

Achim: A Discussion Group for Men ▪ Dr. Glenn
Hammel and the Brotherhood
Sunday, April 15, 7:00 – 8:30 pm, Chapel
Achim is the Hebrew word for “brothers,” and
this group is a forum for education, facilitated
discussion, contemplation, and camaraderie, led by
Dr. Glenn Hammel, Ph.D. and Rebbitzen.
Rosh Chodesh Iyar: Blessed Is the Match (film) ▪
Rabbi Alfi and the Women of B’nai Israel
Tuesday, April 17, 6:00 – 8:30 pm, Social Hall
At Rosh Chodesh Iyar, we will recognize both
Yom HaShoah and Yom HaAtzmaut by showing the
documentary film Blessed Is the Match: The Life and
Death of Hannah Senesh. Hannah Senesh is regarded
as a national heroine in Israel, and is also one of
Israel’s celebrated pioneers and poets.
We begin with a dairy potluck at 6:00 pm,
followed by the film and discussion at 6:45 pm. All
women age 13 and over are welcome. No RSVP
necessary.

April
Israeli Dancing
Tuesdays, April 3, 10, 17, and 24, 7:00 – 9:00 pm,
Social Hall (Multipurpose Room on April 17)
This fun-filled evening begins with instruction
for beginners from 7:00 - 7:45 pm. Beginning at
7:45 pm, we take requests and learn intermediate to advanced dances. We enjoy circle and line
dances, from the classics to some of the newest
dances coming out of Israel. This is a welcoming
group of mostly adults, but teens and children
are invited, too. Please wear tennis or soft-soled
shoes. Fee: $5 donation. For more information,
please contact Jeanette Salkin, 916-799-7213.

Hannah Senesh
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Adult Education
Kavanah Shabbat Services
On the Front Lines of Reform Judaism in Israel ▪
Rabbi Galit Cohen-Kedem (Kehillat Kodesh v’Hol,
Continuing in April and June
Holon, Israel)
Monday, April 23, 7:00 pm, Sanctuary
Join us for Kavanah Shabbat on Saturday, April
Sponsored by the Israel Committee, cosponsored 28, at 10:30 am in the Harry M. Tonkin Memorial
by the Adult Education Committee. See p. 13 for
Chapel at Congregation B’nai Israel.
details.
Kavanah Shabbat is a contemplative and joyous
Shabbat service designed to help you explore a
May
deeper relationship with the Divine. Kavanah
Israeli Dancing
Shabbat blends traditional communal prayer and
Tuesdays, May 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29, 7:00 – 9:00 pm,
chanting of the weekly parsha (Torah portion) with
Social Hall
song, Jewish chants, silent prayer, and moments of
meditation and reflection.
Achim: A Discussion Group for Men ▪ Dr. Glenn
Services are led by Deni Deutsch Marshall, a
Hammel and the Brotherhood
Jewish Spiritual Director and Mindfulness teacher,
Sunday, May 6, 7:00 – 8:30 pm, Chapel
and Elizabeth Landsberg, accompanied by Peggy
Goldstein, Sandy Lee, Steve Marshall, Miriam Joffe
Religious Ethics in the 21st Century ▪ Rabbi Alfi
Block, and Jess Gordon.
Tuesdays, May 8 and 22, noon – 1:00 pm, Library
Kavanah Shabbat services draw on teachings
from Torah, Talmud, Mussar, and Jewish meditaJune
tion and mysticism to fully express Jewish
spirituality on Shabbat morning. Open to the entire
Israeli Dancing
community. Mark your calendar for another
Tuesdays, June 5, 12, 19, and 26, 7:00 – 9:00 pm,
Kavanah Shabbat service on Saturday, June 23. For
Social Hall
more information, contact the Congregation B’nai
st
Israel office at 916-446-4861, or Deni Marshall at
Religious Ethics in the 21 Century ▪ Rabbi Alfi
916-803-5699 or denimarshall@gmail.com.
Tuesday, June 12, noon – 1:00 pm, Library

APRIL 19, 21, & 22
See the flyer insert for details
about movies, show times,
and purchasing tickets.
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Israel Committee
On the Front Lines of Reform Judaism in Israel – Rabbi Galit Cohen-Kedem
Returning to B’nai Israel in April
By Dan Rabovsky, Israel Committee Co-chair
April 19 is Yom HaAtzmaut, Israel’s Independence Day. So it is especially timely that Rabbi Galit CohenKedem of our sister congregation Kehillat Kodesh v’Hol in Holon, Israel, is returning, and will participate in
several events and activities.
Sunday, April 22: Rabbi Cohen-Kedem will take part in our Religious School program in honor of Israel
turning 70. Our students, teachers, and madrichim will learn with her and celebrate Israel’s Independence
Day.
Monday, April 23, 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary – “On the Front Lines of Reform Judaism in Israel”: Rabbi
Cohen-Kedem will discuss the challenges, opportunities, and blessings that she and the Reform
Movement face today. The rabbi is an exciting and dynamic speaker. This free event (cosponsored by the
Adult Education Committee) is open to the congregation and the community. Come and be inspired.
Although the current Israeli Government is often at odds with Progressive Judaism and our congregations, it is imperative that we continue to help our fellow Reform Jews in Israel. Rabbi Cohen-Kedem has
established a vibrant and diverse Reform congregation and elementary school in Holon, a mostly secular
middle-class city of 250,000 southeast of Tel Aviv. Kehillat Kodesh v’Hol promotes pluralism and equality,
mutual responsibility, liberal Jewish identity, and social and environmental responsibility. However, unlike
Orthodox synagogues, they don’t receive government support, so they face substantial financial and facilities challenges. Most immediately, they need a permanent space to house their Torah and hold services.

Rabbi Galit Cohen-Kedem receives the Torah scroll
donated by our congregation in March 2017 from
Rabbi Alfi. Rabbi Cohen-Kedem expresses her
congregation’s gratitude:
“Your Torah has a tremendous impact on our
congregation. It is working hard, being taken in its
special case from one bar or bat mitzvah to another,
to our kindergarten and school, and it has even visited
a national park last week for a bar mitzvah out in
nature!”

Please help Kehillat Kodesh v’Hol: Rabbi Cohen-Kedem and her congregation are ensuring the future
of an Israel that reflects our values. They need and deserve our assistance. To become a supporter of
Kehillat Kodesh v’Hol, call the CB I office (916-446-4861) or use the following link:
www.tinyurl.com/rabbi2018. Donors of any amount will receive a grateful acknowledgment. Donors to
Kehillat Kodesh v’Hol at the levels of $180 (Partners), $360 (Associate Members), or above will be invited
to a special reception for Rabbi Cohen-Kedem at the home of Rabbi Alfi on Sunday, April 22, at 7:00 pm.
If you would like to participate in the Israel Committee, please contact one of the co-chairs:
Dan Rabovsky (beaniecat3711-bnai@yahoo.com) or Jeff Rabinovitz (jjrabinovitz@gmail.com).
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Social Action
Immigration and Refugee Assistance Committee
“Because we were strangers …”
While we don’t know what challenges immigrants and refugees will face in the coming months, we
will continue to help vulnerable communities in Sacramento. Refugees arriving in Sacramento can have
widely divergent, intensive needs. Mentorship and ESL opportunities are available for Opening Doors
volunteers:


ESL Opportunities – Help a refugee or refugee family adjust to their new life in the U.S. by tutoring
English as a Second Language. Volunteering takes place in the client's home. Tutors are asked to visit
their client for 1 to 2 hours a week for up to three months.



Mentoring – As a volunteer mentor, you make a tremendous impact on the lives of newly arrived
refugees. You will assist them in their journey to self-sufficiency and ease them in acclimating to a new
culture. Mentors help by making occasional home visits. Needs range from practicing English, playing
games, showing refugees how to ride public transit, and being supportive as a teacher, advocate, and
friend. In-home mentoring schedules are flexible, and sessions may occur on evenings and weekends.

To those already volunteering, thank you for sharing your energy, talents, and time. If you would like
to become an Opening Doors volunteer, please e-mail Maryann Rabovsky, Chair of the CBI Immigration
and Refugee Assistance Committee, at mrabovsky@gmail.com.

Sustainable Living Committee
New Members and Volunteers Welcome!

Spring is in bloom, and it’s a wonderful time to get outdoors and enjoy nature. Consider joining us in
the Gan Organic or out on Mile 17 of the American River Parkway. May is National Bike Month, so let’s
bike to B’nai!
Growing Our Canopy at B’nai Israel
“Just as my parents and grandparents planted trees for me, so do I plant trees for my children and
grandchildren.”
On your next visit to B’nai Israel, check out the seven new trees along Riverside Boulevard, including
Japanese maples, strawberry trees, ginkgo biloba, and western redbud.
B’nai Israel’s Sustainable Living Committee (SLC) and Board of Trustees have created the “Growing
our Canopy” campaign as an opportunity to support this project, which provides interest and beauty
while contributing to the “greening” of our campus. Donations will cover the cost and maintenance of
the new trees and landscaping in the Riverside Boulevard planting area. The goal is to raise $7,000 ($1,000
per tree), with donors acknowledged on a plaque to be installed near the trees. To date, $4,000 has been
raised. Many thanks for your generosity and support!
Contributions can be made as an individual; with your extended family, chavurah, or a group of
friends; or in someone’s honor. Donations can be made payable to Congregation B’nai Israel, Memo: Len
Maintenance Fund/ Growing our Canopy. Please include the name(s) of donors or honoree(s).
American River Parkway Stewardship
Scheduled parkway cleanups:
Sunday, April 8, 2:00 pm
Thursday, May 10, 9:00 am
Sunday, June 24, 9:00 am
Please contact Todd Mendell at ptmendell@comcast.net, or call 916-684-6734 for information and to
sign up.
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Social Action
Gan Organic - CBI’s Community Garden
Inch by inch, row by row, Gan Organic needs you to grow!
We would like to introduce Dave Passovoy as the new garden coordinator. Welcome to the Gan
Organic team! If you are interested in helping out in the garden, or would like more information, please
contact Dave at mdavepjr@hotmail.com. There are a variety of ways to get involved, either for a
one-time workday, or as an ongoing helper. No garden experience is necessary. One goal is to form a Gan
Organic Subcommittee that would be devoted to garden development and care.
Kudos to Sue Rosenberg for her dedication and commitment to keeping Gan Organic alive and well in
recent years. Sue has supported the Gan Organic mission, encouraging CBI Religious School and Camp
Shelanu involvement as well as Jewish teachings of environmentalism and earth stewardship.
Thank you, Chuck and Todd!
A huge todah rabah to Chuck Rosenberg and Todd Mendell for many years of leadership as co-chairs
of the Sustainable Living Committee. Chuck and Todd worked tirelessly and devoted countless hours to
keeping the SLC on track and moving forward, from e-waste drives to irrigation and gardening, and
everything in between. We are grateful for their dedication and service!
Terri Gaines and Judy Painter have stepped up as the new co-chairs of the SLC. Please contact either
of them for more information on how you can participate and help improve sustainability practices at CBI.
Terri Gaines: tlgaines0@gmail.com, Judy Painter: portpaint@sbcglobal.net.

Family Promise of Sacramento
B’nai Israel – A Host Congregation
What Is Family Promise? Family Promise is a nonprofit organization committed to helping low-income families achieve lasting independence. The problem of
poverty is complex. It won’t yield to a simple solution or a quick fix. It requires an
integrated approach that begins with meeting immediate needs but reaches
much further to help people achieve independence and to alleviate the root
causes of poverty.
How You Can Help: B’nai Israel is a host congregation. Family Promise volunteers are what make
helping families possible, and providing this help is a wonderful mitzvah. It is our volunteers’ dedication
and compassion that help the families overcome homelessness and graduate from Family Promise with a
whole new attitude, a home, and a hope for the future.
B’nai Israel will be hosting families for a week in April, from Sunday, April 22, through Sunday, April
29. Our Family Promise Team is Helen Nusbaum, Maryann Rabovsky, Sharon Rogoff, and Sue Saunders.
Please e-mail Sharon (michaelandsharon@comcast.net) if you would like to set up/clean up rooms,
volunteer to cook a meal or be part of a cook team, stay overnight, or do an art project with the children.
To donate for food and supplies for the families hosted by B’nai Israel, please make your check payable to
the B’nai Israel Caring Community Fund, with a designation on the check for Family Promise.

Focus on Racial Justice Committee
Coming soon to B’nai Israel: advocacy training for interested congregants. The Focus on Racial Justice
committee will be hosting Rabbi Julie Saxe-Taller, Senior California Organizer for the Religious Action
Center of Reform Judaism, who will provide training on advocacy.
There are many issues about which we may want to advocate, including criminal justice, bail reform,
and gun laws. We will be trained to advocate as individual members but will not claim any endorsement
by the congregation as a whole.

Watch for further details in the Chadashot and Shabbat Flyer.
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Women of B’nai Israel, continued
Women of B’nai Israel Art Tour on
Sunday, June 10 – Haggin Art Museum!
The Haggin Art Museum, located in Stockton, is
a relatively unappreciated jewel in our art
community. It has the largest collection of Albert
Bierstadt works in the region, and also the largest
collection of illustrations by J.C. Leyendecker.
Leyendecker preceded Norman Rockwell as an
artist/illustrator. Most of you have seen his work –
think Kellogg’s Kids.
Our tour is on Sunday, June 10. We will meet at
1:00 pm at Merle Axelrad’s home (one mile north of
the Temple, right by Tower Theater). Since we will
have a long journey of about 45 minutes to the
faraway city of Stockton … snacks will be provided
before we leave. From Merle’s home we will carpool to Stockton. The tour will end at 3:30 pm. The
museum closes at 5:00 pm. If you (and your
carpool) want to meander through the museum
after the tour ends, feel free.
The cost for the tour is $5 per person. This
includes admission to the museum ($8 value) as
well as the tour. A donation of $15 per person to the
Price Campership Fund is appreciated but not
required. Donations will be collected the day of the
tour.
Since docents/guides will be scheduled in
advance for a very personal tour (about ten
people per guide), there will be a strict RSVP
protocol. The museum needs at least three weeks
to schedule their guides. Therefore, you must RSVP
by May 20 or you will not be able to participate. If
you are interested in attending, please contact
Merle Axelrad at merleaxelrad@gmail.com or
916-804-4961.

Wednesday, April 18
Women of B’nai Israel’s annual Mah Jongg
Fun Day is fast approaching! The $36 entrance fee
includes a fabulous lunch catered by Arla and a
chance to win beautiful prizes, all while having
fun playing Mah Jongg. Among the basket prizes
are a glass necklace and earring set made by Tim
and Lynda Lazer, an embroidered wall hanging by
our own Peggy Goldstein, excellent wine, assorted restaurant gift certificates, a silk pashmina
wrap (with pin), a Baggalinni purse, and much
more.
Please join us on Wednesday, April 18, from
11:00 am to 4:00 pm in the CBI Social Hall. You can
either put together your own foursome, or we’ll
find one for you. This Fun Day is a benefit for CBI
youth. Women of B’nai Israel awards camperships
to our youth to attend Jewish summer overnight
camp. It’s a great cause!
Please register no later than April 11 by sending
your check for $36, made out to Women of B’nai
Israel, to Esther Gaines, 801 Swanston Drive, Sacramento, CA 95818.

From the Koleinu staff:
Submissions to the Koleinu are always
welcome, and we will use your material as
space permits. Please send your information to
Koleinu@bnais.com. There is a 350-word limit
on articles. Word documents are preferred for
text submissions, and photos should be a .jpg
(or equivalent) attachment.
Illustration by J.C. Leyendecker
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For Confirmands, Graduates, and More the Jonas Goldman Judaica Gift Shop
Celebrate a special Confirmation or graduation
with a card and gift from the Jonas Goldman Judaica
Gift Shop. Choose from a wide selection of jewelry,
decorative boxes, beautiful journals to record travel
adventures, traveler’s Shabbat candlesticks and
other ritual items, books, and special keepsakes.
Most of the items are designed by Israeli and
American Jewish artists.
We also have many gift choices for:
 Weddings
 Bar or Bat Mitzvahs
 Baby namings and brit milah ceremonies
 Birthdays or anniversaries
 Yourself, or some other special person.
The gift shop is open on Sundays from 9:30 am
to 1:00 pm and on Tuesdays from 2:00 to 5:30 pm
through Sunday, May 20. The Religious School and
the gift shop will be closed on Mothers’ Day, May 13.
The gift shop will also have a booth at the Jewish
Heritage Festival on Sunday afternoon, April 29, at
the Scottish Rite Masonic Center.
During the summer, the shop will be open from
2:00 to 5:00 pm on the following Tuesdays: June 5
and 19, July 10 and 24, and August 7 and 21.
For your convenience, Shabbat and yahrzeit
candles are available at the reception desk in the CBI
office. Questions? or if you need an appointment,
call Jane Orkand at 916-365-5579 or Carole Kovnick
at 916-974-0875.

We Welcome
Our New Members!

Mazel Tov!
…to Lindie Henderson, whose term as a member
of Women of Reform Judaism’s North American
Board of Directors ended in March. Her service
on the Board was honored during a Shabbat
service at the Fried Leadership Conference in
Nashville, TN.
…and thank you to David Ayotte, our wonderful
librarian! During his six years of volunteer
service, he has overseen many improvements to
the Sosnick Library, and has been particularly
helpful in the acquisition of materials because he
knows the collection and our congregants so
well. He has assisted many with finding books on
topics both usual and unusual. Wishing David all
the best in his move to Nova Scotia – he will be
greatly missed!
…and thank you to our intrepid crew of
hamantaschen bakers: Rhonda Folger, Helen
Nusbaum, Irene Paxson, Sue Schooley, Suzy
Underwood, and Nanette Wong. Irene also
bought all of the supplies and prepared 20
batches of dough for the baking marathon. The
crew, members of the College Care Package
Committee, baked over 720 hamantaschen, a
new record for them. Of that number, about 18
dozen were mailed to B’nai Israel’s 36 college
students, 33 dozen went to BISY for a fundraiser
at the Purim Carnival, 3 dozen were given to the
cast of the Purimspiel, and the remaining 7 dozen
“flops” and weird shapes were enjoyed by the
bakers and their families.
… to Debra and Tim Zeff on the birth of their
grandchildren, Chaya and Menachem Biton, on
December 22, 2017, in Tzfat, Israel. The proud
parents are Leah Zeff Biton and Yosef Biton.

Matthew and Emily Battin
Valerie and Eric Gross
Ilya and Jillian Polyak
Rachel Reeves and Adam Brover
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From the Koleinu staff: Please help us celebrate our
congregants’ achievements and special occasions!
Engagements, weddings, births, honors and awards,
significant achievements – we want to know about them
and acknowledge them in this column. If you know of
something that you think deserves a “mazel tov,” please
send the information to koleinu@bnais.com. We will
include your submissions at the staff’s discretion and as
space permits.

We Mourn Our Losses
Kurt Appel

Natalie McCarthy

beloved father of Ted Appel;
father-in-law of Anne Fleischmann;
grandfather of Henry and Abigail Appel

beloved mother of Betsy Schoenfeld;
mother-in-law of Michael Schoenfeld;
grandmother of Allison, Rachel, and Emily;
great-grandmother of Sofia

Rose Belzer
Jack Robinson

beloved mother-in-law of Lynn Belzer;
grandmother of Mara Belzer

beloved father of Ariel Knaff;
father-in-law of Cameron Quinn

Pauline Blackman

Tom Rosenberg

beloved mother of Peter Blackman;
mother-in-law of Carol Blackman;
grandmother of Abbie Blackman
and Josh Blackman;
grandmother-in-law of Andrew Acosta
and Ariel Calvert;
great-grandmother of
Sydney, Avery, Tatum, and Jack

beloved husband of Hilary Abramson;
father of Jon Ross, Amy Ross, and Katie Ross;
father-in-law of Karen Ross and Peter Frey;
grandfather of Hannah, Michael, Wesley, and Joshua

Claire Siegel
beloved mother of Dan Siegel;
mother-in-law of Marianne O'Malley;
grandmother of Tara and Keith Siegel

Michael Cohen
beloved nephew of Elaine Altschul

Barbara Spack
beloved aunt of Rachel Weinreb;
great aunt of Abby and Hannah Archibald

Mark Cohn
beloved father of Scott Cohn;
father-in-law of Suzie Cohn;
grandfather of Spencer Cohn and Rachel Dunbar;
grandfather-in-law of Ryan Dunbar;
great-grandfather of
Steven, Isabel, and Abigael Dunbar

Wendeanne Stitt
beloved friend of Jason Lindo

Harold Weiner
beloved uncle of Jason Weiner;
uncle-in-law of Vicki Weiner;
great uncle of Nessa, Adira, and Emmett Weiner

Bobby Gladstein
beloved mother of Margaret Gladstein;
mother-in-law of Tim Brandabur;
grandmother of Michelle Brandabur

Stanton Lauter
beloved cousin of John and Robin Appelbaum;
loved one of Ron and Linda Tochterman

Wendi Maston
Beloved sister of Marci Goldfaden
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“Havdalah In the ‘Hood” Is Returning!

SAVE THE DATE!

Last summer, neighborhood-based gatherings
that included dinner and a lay-led Havdalah service
were hosted over a series of
Saturday evenings by CBI
members throughout our
community. These gatherings, some of which were for
adults only and others for
families with children (of all
ages), brought together friends both new and old.
CBI’s Membership Committee is in the planning
stages to bring back this successful event during
July and August. We hope you will take advantage
of this special opportunity to share the peace of
Havdalah with old and new CBI friends. Stay tuned
for an invitation by e-mail with dates.
If you are interested in being a host or co-host
for a gathering of “Havdalah in the ‘Hood,” we
would love to hear from you. Please e-mail Davita
Levin-Robinson at vpmembership@bnais.com.

Summer Fun at Camp Shelanu!
Are you looking for an amazingly awesome,
fun and compassionate, unique and exciting local
Jewish summer day camp? Well, you're in luck!
Camp Shelanu is located right here at B’nai Israel
and has five weeklong sessions for K through 5th
graders, beginning July 2 and running until August
3. During Session 2 we have a special one-week
program for 6th through 8th graders, which includes daily field trips and an overnight camping
trip. Each session features a unique whole-camp
field trip, and our regular programs include
cooking, sports, swimming, art, and so much
more! Additionally, we bring an Israeli camp
counselor to Camp Shelanu all summer, and she
will be teaching the campers about Hebrew and
the Israeli culture.
Also available are some rewarding employment opportunities for anyone interested in being a counselor, lifeguard, cooking specialist, or
sports specialist. If you’ll be entering 9th or 10th
grade in the fall, come be a counselor-in-training
(CIT) and gain experience while learning how to
be a successful part of the Camp Shelanu team.
Register online at
www.cbisacramento.org/camp
Questions? Contact Keren Schatz,
Camp Director, at campshelanu@bnais.com
or 916-446-4861, x13.

Thank you from
Joan Gorfain and Family
To all who sent your love and support
through cards, visits, and calls during the last
year of Dan’s life, I want you to know how
much those gestures were appreciated by Dan
and me, as well as by Eric, Nina, and their
families. So many in our community were saddened by his tragic illness and generously
offered their time and energy in recognition of
what was so special about Dan. As his niece so
eloquently wrote, “Now we have no choice but
to say goodbye and keep close to our hearts all
those thousands of memories we have created
together, the human warmth he radiated, his
rare listening ability, and the smile on his face
and twinkle in his eyes.” I must agree as many
have noted that Dan was a mensch.
Thank you all for helping our family through
this difficult time. I am truly grateful and comforted by knowing that I am part of this loving
and inspiring community.
Joan Gorfain
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“Down and Derby” on Saturday, May 5, at 6:30pm in the Social Hall
This year’s 18th Annual Wine and Food Festival will sport a Kentucky Derby
Saturday,
theme! It’s time to get “Down and Derby,” so don your big hats and bow
ties. Sip on a mint julep while getting lucky at the gaming tables, tap your
May 5
toes to the old-school musical stylings of Todd Morgan and the Emblems,
and place your bets on the most ridiculous horse race ever witnessed.
In addition to wine and beer tasting, this year we’ll also feature an open
bar with signature cocktails and nibbles provided by Bella Bru, Mama Kim,
Aharona, Sampino’s, and Fats Catering.
Tickets: $48/person in advance, $54 at the door.
This is our Temple’s premier fundraising event, and you can contribute
just by showing up and having an unforgettable evening. We will host both
silent and live auctions, and still need just a few more donations from our amazing and generous
community to make this event a resounding success. We are so close to our target – all we need is one item
or service from you or someone you know to bring us to the finish line!
Examples of donations so far:
 Luxury suite tickets to a Sacramento Kings game
 Dinner with four “Shady Ladies” (the Rabbi and others) at The Shady Lady
 Dinner for 10 in the garden at Doris Pittell’s house
 Gift certificates at area restaurants and businesses such as Riverside Clubhouse, Café Dantorel’s,
Ernesto’s, Ella, Roxy, Zocalo, Matteo’s, Phaya Thai, Mayahuel, Pavilion Car Wash, and the Hyatt
This year, we are raising money for student scholarships and technology. Don’t have anything to donate? Get creative, tap into your network, and e-mail Greg Hubbs (gregwhubbs@gmail.com) with any
questions or suggestions.
The Down and Derby Event Committee: Jonathan Groveman, Greg Hubbs, Margo LaBayne, Jenna Lang,
Amelia Lorenzo, Patricia Porter, and Alex and Joanne Swedlow

Leaving Your Name with the L’Dor V’Dor Legacy Circle
The Legacy Shabbat in December featured a drash by Hope Rabinovitz. The following is an excerpt from it:
“The story of Jacob is the story of a man who deceived his father to receive the blessing of the oldest son
instead of his twin brother who was the first born. Jacob had a change of heart after he successfully wrestled
with an angel (or his conscience, as some interpret it). He made peace with his brother and then was honored
with the name Israel, ‘one who struggles with God.’ Israel, the name, is also the name of the Jewish people.
Jacob left behind his old name to become a new, better person with a new name to bequeath to all his
progeny. This was his, and now is our, Legacy.”
Names are very important in the Jewish faith. Most of us have only one name, so we have only one
opportunity to honor it and to create our legacy. What do you want your legacy to be?
It is our heritage to leave behind lasting objects. Besides physically passing your name to future
generations, one of the most satisfying ways to perpetuate your name, your legacy, is through philanthropy to
the Jewish community.
The L’Dor V’Dor Legacy Circle consists of people who have agreed to leave gifts to our congregation in
their estate plans. Legacy gifts can take many forms: a fixed amount or a percentage of funds in your estate,
or as a beneficiary of a life insurance policy, an IRA, or other funds. You can state in your will how you wish to
have your gift allocated, such as to the operating budget, into a specific restricted or endowment fund, or for
a specific purpose. If you have nothing specific in mind, your monies will be allocated according to the B’nai
Israel gift acceptance policy. Please leave your name, your legacy, to our congregation. Contact Hope
Rabinovitz at legacy@bnais.com for more information.
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New Member Morning Mixer Helps Build Connections at B’nai Israel
By Davita Levin-Robinson, Vice President, Membership
Nearly 50 members of Congregation B’nai Israel joined together to build connection and community
at the New Member Morning Mixer on Sunday, February 4. The goal of the event, hosted by the
Membership Committee, was to welcome new or new-ish members who have joined within the past
three years, and to help give them a deeper sense of belonging in the CBI community. Also participating
were members of the Membership Committee and representatives of various CBI organizations,
including Women of B’nai Israel, Brotherhood, and the following committees: Adult Education,
Religious School/Education, Israel, and Social Action (including Focus on Racial Justice, Immigration and
Refugee Assistance, and Family Promise).
We began with a beautiful brunch spread hosted by the Membership Committee, giving participants
the opportunity to eat, socialize, and visit the organization tables to learn more about the multiple opportunities available at B’nai Israel. After a brief welcome from VP Membership Davita Levin-Robinson,
we held a “building connections” icebreaker to find connections or similarities (e.g., location, hobbies,
CBI interest) among the people at each table. We then engaged in small-group conversations at the
tables to help everyone get better acquainted, using question prompts to spark communication.
Next, we held a panel discussion to help the new members learn more about the congregation. Our
diverse panel, representing different perspectives within our CBI community, included Jeremy Hollis,
Marc Koenigsberg, Eileen Sarasohn, and Rachel Stern, who shared their individual stories with insightfulness and honesty. Eileen Jacobowitz served as moderator, thoughtfully asking questions of the panel
and sprinkling in humor.
After the panel discussion, Rabbi Mona Alfi joined us to welcome everyone and answer questions,
and Davita Levin-Robinson shared some final thoughts. During the closing half hour, participants had
time to mingle, eat, and visit the organization tables again. We received helpful feedback after the
event to assist in planning future new member events, and some positive responses from the
attendees. A couple of the comments:
“Thanks for all you do, it is a pleasure to get to know everyone and be a part of something
wonderful.”
“Love the Temple community, which has made our transition to Sacramento very easy.”
The Membership Committee would love to hear from you with your questions or suggestions, and
the VP of Membership can always be reached at vpmembership@bnais.com.
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We Thank Our Contributors
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Vida and Gordon Adelman for the yahrzeits of
Frank Adelman and Fern Adelman
Hana Hartman wishing a speedy recovery to
Paula Dunning
Teven Laxer and Dorit Hertz in memory of
Dan Gorfain
Carol Licker in great appreciation for your
compassion
Jerry and Eleanor Mitchell with thanks to
Alice Hammel and JoAnne Silber
Marion Weintraub-Leff
Jack and Betty Reuben wishing a speedy recovery to
Alice Hammel
Jodie Rubenstein and Sean Ward thank you to
Rabbi Alfi
Gary Slavit and Evelyn Margolin in honor of all of
their family’s yahrzeits

and Sperry Anne Marshall, granddaughter of Deni and
Steve Marshall
Tim and Sue Schooley in memory of Dan Gorfain
College Care Package Fund
Tim and Sue Schooley for the yahrzeit of Betty Riff
Caring Community Fund
Roz Benkle in honor of Judy Emick-Leatherwood and
Blair Leatherwood
Martin and JoAnn Solov in memory of Michael
Maslowski, beloved husband of Jason Lindo
Carl Naluai, Jr., Music Fund
Roz Benkle in honor of Judy Emick-Leatherwood and
the CBI choir’s 40th anniversary
Lisa Brodkey and Rob Weiner in memory of
Michael Maslowski, beloved husband of Jason Lindo
Jane and Steve Orkand in memory of Natalie
McCarthy, beloved mother of Betsy Schoenfeld
Jack and Betty Reuben in memory of
Sonny Cooperman
Jodie Rubenstein and Sean Ward in memory of
Ann Lindgren
Eileen and Howard Sarasohn

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Vida and Gordon Adelman for the yahrzeit of
Lyle Hardy
Elaine Altshul in memory of her nephew
Mickey Cohen
Joyce Berger for the yahrzeit of Murray Miller,
beloved husband of Joyce Berger
Carol Licker in great appreciation for your
compassion
Claire Merksamer in memory of Irving Cooperman
Jodie Rubenstein and Sean Ward thank you to
Cantor Steinberg

Feldstein Israel Scholarship Fund
Claire Merksamer in memory of Dorothy Novack
Ron and Linda Tochterman in memory of
Dorothy Novack
General/Yahrzeit Fund
Vida and Gordon Adelman for the yahrzeits of
Charlotte Bunnin and Don Aason
Nancy Bernheimer in memory of Sonny Cooperman
Susan S. Blum in memory of Dorothy Novack and
Sonny Cooperman
Lisa Brodkey and Rob Weiner in memory of
Dan Gorfain
Illene Carroll for the yahrzeits of Blanche Kinsler,
Mimi Lippman, Mary L. Mason, Fanny Neustadt,
Nellie Samoville, and Bill Schaffner
Kenneth and Moira Feingold in memory of
Dorothy Novack
Esther Gaines in memory of her mother,
Medi Mazaltov Mesrahi
Tom Hoey and Carla MacDonald in memory of
Dorothy Novack

Educator’s Discretionary Fund
Vida and Gordon Adelman for the yahrzeit of
Marcus Lee Adelman
Adult Education and Enrichment Fund
Terri and Jonathan Cristy in memory of
Robert H. Rubin, beloved cousin of Terri Cristy, and
Marjorie Kiser, beloved mother of Terri Cristy
Artist-in-Residence Fund
Dick and Bobbie Nathanson
Camp Shelanu Scholarship Fund
Susan and Theo Goodwin to celebrate the births of
Erin Blair, granddaughter of Judy and Steve Lewis,
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We Thank Our Contributors
Linda Santistevan in memory of her sister Ellie
Susanne Sommer for the yahrzeits of Margaret
Grunwald, Scott Jules Sommer, and George Hayes
Ramsey

Harvey and Linda Matlof in memory of Dorothy
Novack
Betty and Jack Reuben in memory of Stanton Lauter
Marcee and Marc Samberg in memory of Dorothy
Novack and Sonny Cooperman
Sage Sweetwood and Claire Lipschultz
Anonymous donor in memory of Dorothy Novack

Sosnick Library Fund
Terri and Jonathan Cristy in memory of Natalie
McCarthy, beloved mother of Betsy Schoenfeld
Katherine A. Severson in memory of Donald
Maynard, Jr.

Immigrant Assistance Fund
Jennifer and Todd Kaufman

Special Programs Fund
Roz Benkle in honor of Steve Marshall
Bernie Marks for Religious School art supplies

Israel Committee Fund
Bruce and Barbara Berg in memory of Dan Gorfain
Jodie Rubenstein and Sean Ward in memory of
Dan Gorfain

Weinberg Godparent Fund
Steve and Carol Weinberg Family Foundation in
memory of Harold Weinberg

Israeli Dancing Fund
Jill Stecher and Dan Weitzman

Women of B’nai Israel Price Campership
Fund
Steve and Deni Marshall in honor of Tim and
Deborah Zeff’s new twin grandchildren

Len Maintenance Fund
Diane Diamond in memory of Dan Gorfain
Eileen and Howard Sarasohn

Oneg Shabbat Fund
Joan Gorfain, Alexander Kelter, Mary Ann Misenhimer, and Bonnie Penix in honor of Jodie Rubenstein’s
birthday
Bonnie Penix in honor of Jodie Rubenstein’s special
birthday
Jodie Rubenstein in memory of Loren Rubenstein
Howard and Eileen Sarasohn
Paraschiva Touch
Fred and Petra Wynbrandt in memory of Benjamin
“Buzzy” Rosenblum and Dan Gorfain

Women Feed the Hungry Fund
Bonnie Penix in honor of the birth of Asher
Pulverman Harvey
Youth and Education Endowment Fund
Bruce and Barbara Berg in honor of the birth of
Chaya and Menachem Biton, grandchildren of
Debbie and Tim Zeff

Social Action Fund
Barbara and Bruce Berg in memory of Louise M.
Henderson, mother of Ken Henderson, and Rose
Belzer, mother-in-law of Lynn Belzer
Lisa Brodkey and Rob Weiner
Terri and Jonathan Cristy in memory of Claire Siegel,
beloved mother of Dan Siegel
Jerry and Eleanor Mitchell in memory of Rose Belzer,
mother-in-law of Lynn Belzer
Arthur and Muriel Molho in appreciation of CBI’s
sanctuary efforts
Jodie Rubenstein and Sean Ward in memory of
Lindsey Haynes and Michael Maslowski

Donations listed as of March 1, 2018.To make a donation to
any of these funds or to receive a full listing of all the funds
available, please contact our office at 916-446-4861 or
operations@bnais.com, or visit our website at
www.bnais.com. Thank you!

23

Community Bulletin Board
Jewish Genealogical Society of Sacramento
Sunday, April 15, 10:00 am
"Finding Presidents and their Ancestors in the
Strangest Places" – Steve Morse
Steve Morse returns to the Jewish Genealogical Society of Sacramento to share a new topic. He
notes that we’re used to looking for our ancestors
in ship manifests and in census records, and have
mastered a variety of tricks for finding people in
spite of name misspellings and incorrect
birthdates. Steve says you might think U.S.
presidents are a breed apart from our ancestors,
but no. They also arrived on ships and have come
face to face with the census taker.
This talk will show you how to search for
presidential records, which is no different from
searching for ancestral records. Steve says we’ll
encounter some of the same problems with both
searches, and he’ll show us how these problems
can be solved.
Stephen Morse is the creator of the One-Step
Website (www.stevemorse.org), for which he has

received both the Lifetime Achievement Award and
the Outstanding Contribution Award from the
International Association of Jewish Genealogical
Societies. In his other life, Steve is a computer
professional with a doctorate degree in electrical
engineering. He is best known as the architect of the
Intel 8086 (the granddaddy of today's Pentium
processor), which sparked the PC revolution more
than 35 years ago.
Sunday, May 20, 10:00 am
"Saving Your Records" – Linda Johnson
Sunday, June 10, 10:00 am
"Update on Jewish Family Research" – Tony
Chakurian
All are welcome to attend the April 15, May 20,
and June 10 meetings at the Einstein Center, 1935
Wright Street, Sacramento. For more information on
the JGSS, contact mortrumberg1@earthlink.net.

Lind Brothers
A Family Owned Funeral Home
and Crematory Since 1964
Our practices are grounded in the unshakable belief
in the sanctity of human life, the dignity of the person,
and the emotional and spiritual needs of the mourners.
Our commitment is to help you and your family
make a decision that truly makes a difference
both financially and spiritually.

4221 Manzanita Avenue, Carmichael, CA 95608
P: 916.482.8080 F: 916-482-2009
cporter@lindbrotherssacramento.com
www.lindbrotherssacramento.com
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Koleinu Staff
Editor: Terri Cristy, koleinu@bnais.com
Layout & Design: Abbie Blackman
The Koleinu is published bimonthly (except this issue):
July/Aug, Sept/Oct, Nov/Dec, Jan/Feb, Mar/Apr, May/June. The
deadline for all issues is the first day of the month preceding the
publication date.
Advertising in the Koleinu is easy! Please contact Abbie at
communications@bnais.com for more information, including rates.

2nd Shabbes Dinner at CBI, Fridays, April 13, May 11, June 8
6:00pm Tot Shabbat Service | 6:30pm Dinner | 7:30pm Shabbat Service

April Menu
Spinach lasagne
Roasted vegetables
Tossed salad
Garlic bread

May Menu
Falafel
Hummus with fresh pita
Marinated vegetable salad
French fries

June Menu
Eggplant parmesan
Pasta with pesto
Roasted vegetables
Romaine with
Italian vinaigrette

Adults $14, if reserved by the Wednesday before 2nd Shabbes; $16 after Wednesday.
Meals are complimentary for children 12 & under. RSVP to the office at 916-446-4861
Please mail your payment to:
Congregation B’nai Israel , please see address below. Thank you.

Congregation B’nai Israel
3600 Riverside Blvd.,
Sacramento, CA 95818
www.bnais.com
916.446.4861
Fax: 916.446.2875
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