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“Havdalah in the ‘Hood”
Returns for Summer 2018!
By Laurel Hollis, CBI Membership Committee
“Havdalah in the ‘Hood” (HITH) is returning this
summer to help us stay connected with old temple
friends and introduce us to new ones. Over 20
congregants are welcoming you into their homes.
The Saturday evenings include a potluck meal, with
the main dish provided by the hosts, and a Havdalah
ceremony to bring a close to the peace of Shabbat and
transition to the hectic secular week.
Some dinners are specifically for families, and are noted in
parentheses. The HITH list can
be viewed on page 8 and will
be updated in the Thursday
evening “Upcoming Events”
email. If you have questions,
please contact Davita Levin-Robinson at
VPMembership@bnais.com.

RSVP for HITH online at
www.cbisacramento.org/form/hith



July  August 2018

Tammuz  Av  Elul 5778

Shabbat & S’mores
in the Opper Courtyard
Friday evenings: August 17*,
August 24, & August 31 at 7:30 pm

Shabbat Service in the courtyard
followed by S’mores Oneg
Join us for a delightful service
by the light of the setting sun.
S’mores –themed treats!
*College Shabbat Dinner begins at 6:30pm.

S’lichot and Havdalah:
"Is Guilt Good? Exploring the Concept
of Guilt from a Spiritual
and Psychological Perspective"

Saturday, September 1
7:30 pm Dessert, wine, and coffee

in the Social Hall
8:00 pm Havdalah with Rabbi Mona Alfi and

Cantor Julie Steinberg
8:15 pm Study Session with Rabbi Mona Alfi

and Dr. Glenn Hammel
10:00 pm S’lichot Service in the Sanctuary

High Holy Days Guide & Worship Schedule
This issue of the Koleinu includes a guide for the High Holy
Days, which begin in September, as well as an insert with the
complete worship schedule.
Please be on the lookout for email invitations for High Holy
Days honors; pay close attention to RSVP instructions and
reply promptly. If you have any questions, call the office at
916-446-4861. Beginning in August, our website will have all
the details for services, honors, tickets, and more!
Visit www.cbisacramento.org

Worship
Friday, July 6
7:30pm Shabbat Service

Saturday, July 28
Saturday, August 18
9:00am Torah Study
9:00am Torah Study
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service 10:30am Shabbat Morning Service

Saturday, July 7
9:00am Torah Study
Friday, August 3
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service 7:30pm Shabbat Service
Friday, July 13
7:30pm Shabbat Service
Saturday, July 14
9:00am Torah Study
10:30am Kavanah Shabbat
Morning Service

Friday, August 24
7:30pm Shabbat Service:
S’mores & Shabbat
in the Courtyard

Saturday, August 4
9:00am Torah Study
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service Saturday, August 25
Bar Mitzvah of Ari Dean 9:00am Torah Study
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service
Friday, August 10
Bar Mitzvah of
7:30pm Shabbat Service
Ethan Lang

Friday, July 20
7:00pm Shabbat Meditation
7:30pm Shabbat Service

Saturday, August 11
Friday, August 31
9:00am Torah Study
7:30pm Shabbat Service:
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service
S’mores & Shabbat
Bar Mitzvah of
in the Courtyard
Saturday, July 21
Sam Makarczyk
9:00am Torah Study
Saturday, September 1
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service Friday, August 17
9:00am Torah Study
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service
6:30pm College Shabbat Dinner
7:30pm S’lichot
Friday, July 27
7:30pm Shabbat Service:
7:30pm Shabbat Service
S’mores & Shabbat
in the Courtyard

You and Your Family Are Invited for a Camp Shabbat!
Join your congregational community at URJ Camp Newman
on Friday, July 20, for a Camp Shabbat. Get a taste of camp life
with a special reception with the camp directors and a moving
Shabbat service, followed by a delicious dinner, festive singing,
and Israeli dancing! Festivities are from 4:30 to 9:00 pm at Camp
Newman’s summer 2018 location, Cal Maritime Academy, 200
Maritime Academy Drive, Vallejo 94590.
Please note: Camp Shabbats are ideal for prospective camper families, synagogue members,
Board/lay leaders, and synagogue staff. However, if you have a child or grandchild at camp during this
Shabbat, please refrain from attending Camp Shabbat as it can cause homesickness. Thank you!
For more information or to register: https://campnewman.org/summer-camp/visitors.
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Worship

Our B’nai Mitzvot
Ari Dean, August 4
Hi, my name is Ari Max Landsberg
Dean. I am going into the 8th grade at
Alice Birney Waldorf School. I enjoy
playing “Magic: The Gathering,” soccer,
and “Fortnite.” When I’m not doing one
of those things, I am probably hanging
out with friends or family or doing
homework.
For my mitzvah project I am going to
be a counselor at Soil Born Farms. Soil Born Farms is
an organic farm which runs camps and other educational programs.
I hope to see you all at my bar mitzvah on August 4.

Sam Makarczyk, August 11
Shalom. My name is Samuel Eli Makarczyk but I like going by Sam. I am
currently going to Kit Carson International Academy in East Sacramento. In
my free time I like reading, playing video games, and hanging out with my
friends. I play golf and will be doing cross country for my school and just for
fun.
For my mitzvah project, I volunteered at Family Promise for a week and I
will be raising money for the World Wildlife Fund (WWF). Family Promise is a
nonprofit organization that helps homeless families; it is hosted at religious
buildings in Sacramento. WWF helps endangered animal species.
I hope to see you at my bar mitzvah on August 11.

Ethan Lang, August 25
My name is Ethan Zachary Lang. I am almost 13 years old and I am an 8th
grader at Katherine L. Albiani Middle School. In my free time I am active in
theater, and have been in many musicals including Les Misérables, West
Side Story, and The Sound of Music. I also play lacrosse for the Pleasant Grove
Eagles and swim with the Sacramento Stingrays.
For my mitzvah project I am putting on a talent show for people who
would otherwise not have a chance to see a talent show. I think it is
important to provide this opportunity because I get to bring joy to people
who otherwise would not feel that joy. I think that I need to show people
joy and entertainment through singing and dancing in any way that I can.
I hope to see as many of you as possible for my bar mitzvah on August 25.
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Yizkor Memorial Booklet

What If You Have Guests?

The CBI Book of Remembrance is a long-standing
tradition that serves as a meaningful symbol of enduring
faith and remembrance. The book honors the memory of
relatives and friends who have passed away recently
and in years past. To ensure that the Book of
Remembrance is ready for Yizkor services on September
19, we must receive your request by Friday, August 17.
Please follow the directions on the enclosed form to
make sure that CBI is able to honor your request. Or you
could visit www.cbisacramento.org/form/yizkor18 and
make your request online. Questions? Please contact
Leslie Oberst at 916-446-4861 or execdir@bnais.com.

If you are hosting guests for Rosh Hashanah or
Yom Kippur who are members in good standing of
another Reform congregation, ask them to have their
home synagogue notify us by email,
holidays@bnais.com, and we will arrange for
reciprocal tickets at no charge. Please call the office
and let us know so we can track the request. If you
need to purchase tickets for your guests who are
not members of a Reform congregation, please call
the CBI office at 916-446-4861 to arrange payment.

Reminder to order your Lulav & Etrog

Active Duty Military & College Students

You may place an order now for your Lulav and Etrog
for Sukkot. The cost is $49.00 per set and the deadline
to order is Sunday, August 19. Please call or e-mail Carole
Kovnick at 916-974-0875 or ckovsac@comcast.net.
WBI members receive a 10% discount on their purchases.

Congregation B’nai Israel continues its longstanding tradition of enabling soldiers, sailors, and
airmen/women on active duty, as well as college
and university students, to attend our worship
services, with a valid military or student
identification card.
Even though there is no charge for these
situations, please call the CBI office and let us know
what service(s) you are planning to attend so we
can have a complimentary ticket/name tag ready
for you. If you have a family member for whom you
wish to obtain admission under this policy, please
email holidays@bnais.com. Military Guard and
Reserve personnel on extended active duty will
also be permitted access under this policy.

Admission Tickets
To assist us in getting to know others in the
congregation, your admission card will also serve as
your name tag for the High Holy Days services.
Admission tickets will be mailed in late August to
each member of the congregation over age 13 who
has sent in their pledge form. For your convenience,
the service schedule will be listed on the back of
your name tag. If you receive the incorrect name
tag, or if you do not receive them by August 25,
please email holidays@bnais.com. As in the past,
single members are eligible to receive a second
ticket at no charge for a guest. Please call the office
with the name of the guest for our records. Those
who come to a service without an official name tag
will be directed to the ticket table, in the foyer of the
south entrance to the sanctuary.

Traveling During the Holidays?
If you are a member in good standing and plan to
be out of town during Rosh Hashanah or Yom
Kippur, please email holidays@bnais.com, and
provide us with the contact information for the
temple at which you plan to worship. If possible, we
will arrange for reciprocal tickets at that
congregation. For best service, you should do this by
August 24, or as soon as your travel plans are clear.

Floral Tribute & music sponsorship
Your contribution to the B’nai Israel Flower Fund
is used for the High Holy Days floral arrangements,
and your contribution to the Carl Naluai, Jr. Music
fund goes to support the music of the High Holy
Days. If you would like to contribute, please send in your
donation, noting either “HHD Flowers” or “HHD
Music” on the memo line of your check, to the office
at 3600 Riverside Blvd., Sacramento, CA 95818.
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Special group aliyot during services

Especially for Children

During the High Holy Days, we honor our
congregants for their participation, hard work, and
dedication to the community by giving them the
opportunity to recite the Torah blessings together.

Family Services
Our High Holy Days Family Services will take
place on Rosh Hashanah morning, Monday,
September 10, and on Yom Kippur morning,
Wednesday, September 19. Both services are at
9:00 am in the Sanctuary for about 30-40 minutes,
and are appropriate for families with infants
through 3rd grade. At the Rosh Hashanah Family
Service, Rabbi Alfi will be giving a special blessing
for all babies born since last Rosh Hashanah, and
the Yom Kippur Family Service will feature a mini
Shofar service.

Please read the insert that details which
congregants will be recognized. Pay special
attention to whether you will be asked to join Rabbi
Alfi on the bimah or to stand at your seat to recite
the blessing. The insert is printed on the reverse
side of the High Holy Days Schedule.

Parking and Entry

Children’s High Holy Days Programs
Please register by Sept. 1 to avoid fee increase.
For Erev Rosh Hashanah, Sunday, September 9,
and Kol Nidre, Tuesday, September 18: Childcare
begins at 7:30 pm and concludes when the adult
services are over. Childcare is for all children ages
3 to 10. (No evening children’s educational
programming will be provided.) The children will be
brought to the bimah at the beginning of the
service on Erev Rosh Hashanah to hear the Shofar
blown.
For Rosh Hashanah, Monday, September 10,
and Yom Kippur, Wednesday, September 19:
 For children ages 3-10, “Apples & Honey” is
our educational program that includes crafts,
games, Jewish learning, and snacks.
 For children under the age of 3, registration
for childcare is required in advance on Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur morning. Those
who have children in diapers or who need
bottles must provide a diaper bag clearly
labeled with necessary supplies .
 Parents are requested to pack a sack lunch.
Nothing that needs refrigeration or heating.

Access to worship services will be through the
south foyer, as well as through the Memorial Room,
north of the Sanctuary. Parking is available in the
south parking lot, as well as on 11th Avenue. Limited
street parking is available, providing easy access to
the pedestrian entryway near the south foyer. For
those who park on streets in the Land Park area,
please be considerate of our neighbors and do not
block their driveways. We encourage you to carpool
with friends and neighbors who are coming to the
temple.

Listening devices, large print
siddurs, & special accommodations
CBI has a limited number of large print siddurs
and listening devices to amplify the sound in the
sanctuary. To reserve yours in advance, please call
the CBI office at 916-446-4861. If you have specific
physical needs that require that you be seated in a
specific area of the Sanctuary, and can arrive
early, please call Leslie Oberst at the office. We will
do our best to accommodate you.
Handicapped parking is available in the south
parking lot, on 11th Avenue, and along Riverside
Boulevard. Please note that the pedestrian gate
alongside Riverside (near the Chapel) will also be
available for your use, providing easy access to
the Sanctuary. Those who find it advantageous
may drop off disabled and elderly passengers
along Riverside Boulevard at the pedestrian
entrance, or near the entrance at 11th Avenue and
Riverside.

Apples & Honey Program Costs
The cost is $15 per child, per session, for
registration with payment received by
September 1, and then the price increases to $18.
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High Holy Days: More than Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur
S’lichot – Saturday, September 1

Sukkot Celebration - Harvest Festival
Sunday, September 23, at 5:00 pm
The whole congregation is invited!
Religious School at night, part I!

S’lichot is the traditional introduction to the High
Holy Days season. The service will be preceded by
dessert and wine, Havdalah, and a discussion.
7:30pm Dessert, Wine, & Coffee in the Social Hall
8:00pm Havdalah with Rabbi Mona Alfi & Cantor
Julie Steinberg
8:15pm Study Session led by Rabbi Mona Alfi and
Dr. Glenn Hammel
10:00pm S’lichot Service in the Sanctuary

On Sunday, September 23, please join us for a
Sukkot dairy potluck dinner at 5:00 pm. We’ll
provide the main dish; we need you to bring the
salads, sides, or desserts.
The celebration will include the festival blessings and
a Harvest Festival for all ages!

Please bring a dessert and/or your favorite vintage
of wine to share. WBI will provide non-alcoholic
beverages.

Sukkot Yizkor – Sunday, Sept. 30

Tashlich – Monday, September 10

Yizkor is a brief memorial service held on Yom
Kippur afternoon, the last day of Sukkot, the last
day of Pesach, and the second day of Shavuot. It
allows for us to take time throughout the year to
pay our respects to loved ones who have passed on.
Sukkot Yizkor service will be led by Rabbi Alfi and
Cantor Steinberg in the Harry M. Tonkin Memorial
Chapel on Sunday, September 30, at 9:15 am.

Join us on Rosh Hashanah afternoon at 3:00
pm, when it is customary in many Jewish
communities to go to a moving body of water for
a brief ceremony called Tashlich. During this
ceremony, we symbolically toss our sins into the
water.
We will be singing and engaging in selfreflection when we meet in William Land Park near
the duck pond, adjacent to the Fairy Tale Town
parking lot. CBI will provide the duck food. You are
encouraged to bring games and picnic blankets to
enjoy the outdoors with your CBI friends and family!

There is a community memorial service each year
at the Home of Peace Cemetery during the High
Holy Days season. The date and time for this year’s
service will be announced soon.

Simchat Torah Celebration
Sunday, September 30, 5:00 – 8:00 pm
the whole congregation is invited!
Religious school at night, part II!
 Food trucks!
 Dancing with the Torah in the
street!

Building the Sukkah -– Sunday, Sept. 23

Simchat Torah celebrates the annual cycle of
the reading of the Torah. Join us for a memorable
party with the Torah, good food, and CBI friends!

Home of Peace Community
Memorial Service

Plan on joining in the fun of building the Sukkah on
Sunday, September 23, at 9:30 am in the Opper
Courtyard at CBI. The decorating will begin as soon as
the Sukkah is built. Please bring foliage and/or fruit for
decorating. We especially need palm fronds.
Refreshments will be provided. For questions or to
help build the Sukkah, please call the temple office
at 916-446-4861. Please note that there is no Religious
School on this Sunday morning - Religious School will be
that night! Read on about our Sukkot celebration!
6

High Holy Days: More than Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur

S’lichot

Tashlich

"Is Guilt Good? Exploring the Concept
of Guilt from a Spiritual
and Psychological Perspective"

Join us for one of our most joyous and
sacred traditions to start the new year!

7:30 pm Dessert, wine, and coffee

We’ll hear the call of the shofar
and cast our sins into the water.

in the Social Hall
8:00 pm Havdalah with Rabbi Mona Alfi and

Cantor Julie Steinberg

Bring a picnic and games to enjoy
after the short service.
Comfortable clothing and shoes
are encouraged. No RSVP required.

8:15 pm Study Session with Rabbi Mona Alfi and

Dr. Glenn Hammel
10:00 pm S’lichot Service in the Sanctuary

Hosted by WBI. For more information, please call
the CBI office at 916-446-4861 or rsvp@bnais.com

We will provide the duck food. The duck pond is
adjacent to the amphitheater and Fairy Tale Town.

Sukkot Simchat
Torah
Sunday, September 23
9:30 am Opper Courtyard

Sunday, September 30,
5:00-8:00 pm

5:00 pm Opper Courtyard & Social Hall

Come dance with the Torah in the street!

The entire congregation is invited for festival
blessings, games, activities, & pizza sold by the
Confirmation Class (or bring your own dinner).

Food Trucks!
Music! Caramel apples!

Plus, our entire Religious School
will be there to join the fun!
Religious School is happening at night!

Religious School is also an evening event!
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Havdalah in the ‘Hood

Date Neighborhood

Hosts

7/7

Sierra Oaks

Nancy Bernheimer/Arla Hesterman

7/7

Curtis Park

Hope & Jeff Rabinovitz/Lisa Brodkey & Rob Weiner

7/14

Land Park (family)

Daniel & Talia Kaufman/Anna Molander & Kai Hermann

7/14

Land Park

Melissa McElheney/Robb Layne & Marc Koenigsberg

7/14

Arden (family)

Kelli and Matt Brogan/Jennie & Russell Tanner

7/21

Carmichael

Steve & Jane Orkand/Laurel Hollis

7/21

Campus Commons

Doris Pittell/Norman Fassler-Katz

7/28

Land Park

Jennifer & Todd Kaufman/Brian & Dorothy Landsberg

7/28

Curtis Park (family)

Elizabeth Landsberg & Gordon Dean/Marc & Kelly Manashil

8/4

Downtown (family)

Jason & Vicki Weiner/Sarah Soto-Taylor & Seren Taylor

8/4

Gold River

Cheryl & Fran Bremson

8/4

South Land Park

Anne & Hal Eisenberg/Eileen & Howard Sarasohn

8/11

Folsom

Sharon & Michael Rogoff/Maryann & Dan Rabovsky/Joan Gorfain

8/11

Natomas (family)

Davita Levin-Robinson & Seth Robinson/Rachel & Eric Stern

8/18

Land Park

Eileen Jacobowitz & Eric Wiesenthal/Twila Morris & Dale Kasler

8/18

Land Park (family)

Jennifer & Nic Zoffel/Sara & William Allen

8/25

East Sac (family)

Melanie & Dave Passovoy/Shauna & John Pellman

8/25

Elk Grove

Carol & Steve Goldberg/Twila Morris & Dale Kasler

8/25

Elk Grove (teen)

Caryn and John Mizzi

8/25

Greenhaven/Pocket

Sue & Alan Saunders/Roslyn Benkle

Family events begin at 6:00 pm.
Adult events begin at 6:30 pm.

RSVP for HITH online at www.cbisacramento.org/form/hith
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President’s Message
The Jeremy Hollis Memorial
SAFE (Security and Facilities
Enhancement) Campaign

“Fund-a-Need” from last year’s Wine and Food
Festival also allowed us to update the lights in the
parking lot and ensure all external light fixtures
around the facility were in working order.
However, much more needs to be done to
ensure that our facility is well cared for. Given these
needs, the Board approved the launch of the SAFE
(Security and Facilities Enhancement) Campaign,
in honor of past Board president Jeremy Hollis, to
raise $750,000 for facility needs over the next three
years. Steve Goldberg and Jay Schenirer have
stepped up to lead this campaign. All members of
the Board of Trustees and senior staff have made
personal commitments to contribute to the facility
campaign, exceeding $75,000 in pledges. Through
one-on-one and small-group conversations with a
number of congregants, our pledge total now tops
$470,000!
Key highlights from our facility improvement
plan can be found on our website. The plan covers
three main areas of improvement:
 Security: Our alarm system is old and
unreliable, and must be replaced. Based on a
recent risk assessment, other needed security
upgrades would cost about $175,000. A state
safety grant of $75,000 awarded to CBI in May
partially covers the costs of these improvements.
 Update, repair, and beautify aging buildings:
The office, sanctuary, social hall, chapel, and a
few classrooms have not been modernized for
over 15 years. Needs include interior and
exterior paint, carpets/flooring, new chapel
chairs, interior lighting improvements, new
roofs, additional HVAC in Heritage Hall
bathrooms, and new doors.
 Improve audiovisual and technology: The
sound system in the sanctuary and social hall
needs improvement and Wi-Fi throughout the
building is limited. Students do not have access
to computers in our classrooms and our
projectors are outdated.
The Board believes it is critically important that
we provide facilities that are physically and
spiritually comfortable, safe, welcoming, and Wi-Fi

Taking care of our religious home,
providing a strong spiritual and
educational foundation as well as
a well-maintained physical infrastructure, is a priority for all of us. Our senior staff leadership has
never been stronger. Religious School enrollment
has grown from 154 students four years ago to 192
students this year, and participation in our Kesher
(for teens) and summer camp programs has
similarly increased during this timeframe. Our robust offerings range from Shabbat and other worship services to programs about Israel and other
adult education topics, social justice speakers,
Women of B’nai Israel and Brotherhood events,
and Winter Sanctuary and Family Promise. We are
thrilled to have such high levels of member engagement; however, our facilities are impacted.
One of my goals as president is to focus on
caring for and upgrading our aging facility. For
years we have known about, but have not had
adequate resources to address, deferred maintenance issues with our roofs, nor have we been
able to afford the security systems necessary in
these unstable times. A year ago, I asked Facilities
VP Stan Wallin and his dedicated committee
(including Terri Gaines, Jonathan Groveman, Brad
Kliman, and Jon Meltzer) to research and identify
our facility needs. After six months of painstaking
work, they have developed a “needs” list totaling
$650,000 in facility repairs and upgrades and
$100,000 to supplement our ongoing maintenance efforts. They have also developed a
maintenance plan to ensure that we are replacing
and/or repairing items on a proper schedule.
In preparing the facility assessment, two
pressing items that needed immediate attention
were identified: the roof over Heritage Hall and
replacing our fire alarm system. In January, the
Board approved use of our full reserve fund of
$40,000 plus a variety of other funds to cover the
majority of the costs for these two items. The

Continued on next page
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President’s Message
accessible to our CBI family. Doing this requires your help. Our goal is for every member of CBI to pledge
an amount they are comfortable giving to a dedicated maintenance fund that will be used solely for
repairs and improvements. Pledges to the maintenance campaign can be paid over one, two, or three
years. The Board created the Jeremy Hollis Memorial Maintenance Fund to receive the SAFE Campaign
commitments in memory of Jeremy, a past president who had a passion for facility improvements at CBI.
Feel free to contact either Steve Goldberg (sgoldberg@DowneyBrand.com) or Jay Schenirer
(jay@capitolimpact.org) to discuss this important request. To make a pledge, go to
www.cbisacramento.org/form/safe
Bina Lefkovitz, President

With contributions to the SAFE Campaign made by July 15, we can double our investment,
thanks to a match from a generous donor. Contributions up to $30,000 will be matched!

Support  Strengthen  Secure
www.cbisacramento.org/form/safe
ShulCloud FAQs
Q: What is ShulCloud?
A: ShulCloud is our new website and online
database.
Q: Why should I log into ShulCloud?
A: To be able to do the following:
 Access and update contact information
 View and add yahrzeits
 Look up fellow CBI members in the directory
 Review financial statements
 Register for events
 Make a donation
 Submit your 2018-2019 membership pledge.
Q: How do I access ShulCloud?
A: Go to www.cbisacramento.org and log in at
the top right corner (in the black bar) using
your email address and password.

Q: What if I need help logging in or forget my
password?
A: Email cloudhelp@bnais.com for a temporary
password.
Q: What if there are problems with my contact
information or yahrzeits?
A: Please make any necessary corrections and
additions. If you need further help, contact
admin@bnais.com.
Q: What if I have questions about my financial
statement?
A: Please email bookkeeper@bnais.com.
We encourage all of our members to update
their own profile, contact information, and
yahrzeits. We particularly encourage our members
to update their children’s profiles and contact
information (birthdays, Hebrew names, grade,
emails, phone numbers, etc.).
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Brotherhood
FROM THE BROTHERHOOD PRESIDENT
Jeff Rabinovitz
Notes from the ‘Hood
Well, this will be my farewell column; more about that later.
Your Brotherhood is alive and well. We have been especially active. In April we had our Boyz’ Nite
Out at Hot Italian. Everybody there agreed it was a wonderful event, and there will be another one in
the fall.
On June 3 we held our annual meeting and elected our new board. Welcome to our new
Brotherhood officers:
President: Josh Mastronarde
Secretary: Jon Meltzer
VP Finance: Paul Ortega
VP Programming: José Ramirez
VP Fundraising/Catering: Colmar Figueroa-Moseley

VP Membership: Michael Aran
VP Communications: Sean Ward
VP at Large: Gary Sibner
Immediate Past President:
Jeff Rabinovitz (yours truly).

Saturday, June 9, was our B’nai
Israel Night at the River Cats. As usual,
it was a big success – lots of food,
friendship, and, I believe, a baseball
game. We got to see a few Giants on
rehab assignment. The next day was
the congregational annual meeting. We
presented the results of our yearly
labor, giving the Religious School a
check for $1500 and the Confirmation
Class a check for $1000. If you have a
child becoming a bar or bat mitzvah in
the coming year, please consider asking
the Brotherhood to cater your event;
all profits will go to the temple, just as happened this year.
Coming up, we have a few b’nai mitzvot to cater in August. Please volunteer to help us create a
great experience for our families. I will be calling sometime in July. Speaking of our catering, we now
have a real catering committee led by Colmar Figueroa-Moseley, with Jason Lindo, José Ramirez, and a
player to be named later. Their job is to coordinate the planning and execution of our events, making it
much easier for us to do our catering. Thank you all for volunteering your time.
The High Holidays are just around the corner, and Brotherhood will be coordinating the ushers for
all of the services. Please say “yes” to my email asking you to perform this mitzvah.
And now I bid you goodbye. I have enjoyed serving as president of your Brotherhood, working with
an exceptional executive board. I will miss chatting with you, but our new president will surely
continue communications.
May you all live long and prosper.
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Women of B’nai Israel
Women of
B’nai Israel Events

FROM THE WOMEN OF
B’NAI ISRAEL PRESIDENT
Eve Panush
Message in a Fortune Cookie!
After enjoying the Jewish cultural experience of eating a
delicious Chinese dinner with my family, I unwrapped my
fortune cookie. The message read, “A leader is powerful to the
degree he empowers others!” I had just been nominated to
serve as President of the Women of B’nai Israel. That useful
message really struck a chord with me (as well as, on the
reverse side, teaching me how to say “pizza” in Chinese!).
As I start my two-year term as President of the Women of
B’nai Israel, I feel both honored and humbled. The inspiring
history of our organization’s involvement in our congregation
and the community since its earliest years is a tradition that
I’m proud to be a part of. The hardest part will be doing my
best to fill the shoes of Sandy Lee, our previous president.
The Women of B’nai Israel are on the move. We are
marching for women’s rights and against gun violence;
providing meals and various household and personal
necessities to the Wellspring Women’s Center, the Opening
Doors Project for Refugees, and the homeless; and donating
funds to the Sacramento Food Closet. We have a quarterly
Rosh Chodesh, which features a film and discussion. We enjoy
“Girls’ Night Out” at local restaurants, weekly Mah Jongg
games, Happy Hour Havdalah, and other fun events
throughout the year. The Women of B’nai Israel, through our
gift shop and fundraising, play a significant role in financially
underwriting the Religious School and other B’nai Israel
programs and facilities.
To get back to my fortune cookie message, the real secret
of the Women of B’nai Israel is how many women have
stepped up to make all these programs and events possible.
There will be many chances for volunteering or attending
programs over the coming year. We are always open to new
ideas, and we welcome anyone who wants to be a part of our
sisterhood.
In times like these, it is important to be part of a greater
community that represents our voices and supports us in our
need for a human connection. Consider becoming an active
member in the Women of B’nai Israel!
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 Sunday, July 15 – 2018 Northern
California Area Day: Women from
around Northern California will get
together at Temple Isaiah in
Lafayette, CA, for a day of learning,
socializing, and working on tikkun
olam. All members of Women of B’nai
Israel are encouraged to attend.
 Sunday, August 12, 10:00 am – 2:00 pm –
Planning day and lunch at Eve
Panush’s home. Please bring a potluck
dish or snack. All members are invited
to attend. For more information, email
evepanush@gmail.com.

Summer Shopping
at our Judaica Gift Shop
Although Religious School is on
hiatus for the summer, the Jonas
Goldman Judaica Gift Shop volunteers
are still available to meet your needs.
During the summer, the shop will be
open the following Tuesdays from
2:00 to 5:00 pm: July 10 and 24, and
August 7 and 21. We’d love to assist
you in choosing special gifts.
We have beautiful ritual items, including mezuzzot by Adi Sidler, Seeka,
and Gary Rosenthal; necklaces and
earrings by Ayala Bar, Orly, Adaya,
Yoolie, and other Israeli artists; and
tallit and kippot from Israel. Before
schlepping all the way to the Bay Area, visit the Jonas Goldman Judaica
Gift Shop. We think you’ll be pleasantly surprised by our selection of gifts
and ritual items.
If you have questions or can’t visit
during our regularly scheduled hours,
call Jane Orkand (916-365-5579) or
Carole Kovnick (916-974-0875) for an
appointment.

Religious School Education
DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION
Denise Crevin
Jewish Education – Summer Style!
“I found a fruitful world, because my ancestors planted it for me. Likewise, I am planting for my
children.” (Talmud, Taanit 23a)
This quotation captures so much of why our education programs here have such an impact. We
are partners in ensuring that future generations develop meaningful connections to Judaism. Yet we
also have the opportunity to deepen the roots of our own connections, planted by those before us.
Michael A. Meyer, a professor at Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion (of which I
am now a proud alumna!) notes, “Jewish knowledge deepens Jewish commitment but it doesn’t
create it… Jewish experiences, especially during early childhood, create the emotional matrix within
which cognitive learning can be lodged.” Successful Jewish learning happens when we engage the
heart and the mind.
You can continue to plant for your children by registering them for our 2018/2019 Religious
School and Kesher (teen) programs (www.cbisacramento.org/form/2018-19-religious-schoolform.html) and by providing Jewish experiences over the summer. Camp Shelanu, our day camp
here at CBI (www.cbisacramento.org/camp) is one great option!
I am proud that we are able to engage the hearts and minds of so many here, and to continue
planting the seeds of Jewish identity. I am busy planning for another fabulous year of learning and
welcome your feedback. And I look forward to hearing about everyone’s Jewish summer
adventures. Please post photos at “CBI Doing Jewish” on Facebook!

BISY News
Congratulations to the New BISY Board!
Todah rabah to the 2017-2018 BISY Board
members for their dedication and hard work this
year! And mazel tov to the newly elected 20182019 BISY Board (pictured, right):
President: Lucy Beckett
Programming Vice President: Dani Wiesenthal
Social Action Vice President: Rhiannon Stewart
Religious and Cultural Vice President: Ezra Hammel
Membership Vice President: Annabella Kliman
Communications Vice President: Gabi Laxer
Fundraising/Merchandise Vice President: Mason Smith
Senior Representative: Jalen Archer
Back (L-R): Ezra Hammel, Aiden Moseley, Sara Hadigian, Gabi Laxer,
Junior Representative: Sara Hadigian
Sophia Oberst, Rhiannon Stewart, Mason Smith; Front (L-R):
Sophomore Representative: Aiden Moseley
Dani Wiesenthal, Lucy Beckett, Annabella Kliman; not pictured: Jalen Archer
Freshman Representative: Sophia Oberst

The Board will meet in late August to plan a fantastic year of events – if you have ideas, let any of the
Board members know. Our first event of the year will kick off in September – keep an eye out for details!
If you have questions before then, contact Lucy Beckett, BISY President, at 916-832-4032. Hope you are
having a great summer!
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Israel Committee

Religious School Education

The Israel Committee Presents:
An Evening with the New Israel Fund
Current Events and Cultivating
Social Change in Israel
Tuesday, August 28, 7:00 – 9:00 pm, in the Chapel
Shimrit Braun Kamin, Associate Director of
the New Israel Fund/San Francisco Region, will
provide updates regarding current events in
Israel: Gaza, the US embassy move to Jerusalem;
the current situation regarding asylum seekers,
and religious freedom and tolerance. Tamar
Zaken, Interim Director of New Generations of
the New Israel Fund/San Francisco Region, will
discuss how NIF activists created social change in
Israel, exploring significant success stories that
changed major policies in Israel and how the
changes were accomplished. She will also present
short videos of selected success stories.
Shimrit Braun Kamin previously served as Director of
Project Management and Public Activity at the Geneva Initiative, an Israeli-Palestinian initiative to end the conflict. She
also spent several years working in Israeli TV in political and
news programs at Channel 2, a leading Israeli TV
station. Before moving to the Bay Area, Shimrit
lived and worked in San Diego, and also served
on the executive committee of J Street San
Diego. She holds a B.A. in Communications and
an M.A. in Government, Diplomacy, and Strategy
from the Interdisciplinary Center (IDC), Herzliya.
Tamar Zaken originally grew
up in the Bay Area and moved
to Israel with her family as a
teenager. She worked for NIF’s
grantee Memizrach Shemesh
(the Beit Midrash for Jewish
social activism based in Jerusalem) as Director of Jewish
Service Learning Programs.
Tamar graduated from the Joint Program at Columbia University and the Jewish Theological
Seminary of America and received an MSW from

Andrew Einsel Wins
Kesher Program Scholarship
The Kesher Program Scholarship, established in
2017 by the David Lubin Lodge #37 of B’nai Brith
International, is open to B’nai Israel students registered in the Kesher program. Students competing for
the $250 scholarship are required to write an 850word essay on the topic “Why Is Judaism Important
to Me?”
This year, four Kesher students submitted essays.
The scholarship was awarded to Andrew Einsel.
Gabriella Laxer, Natalie Michaels, and Sam Muench
also competed for the scholarship.
The scholarship award and Special Participation
Certificates for all four students were presented by
Bernie Marks (President of the David Lubin Lodge
#37) on Sunday, April 15.

L-R: Bernie Marks, Andrew Einsel, Sam Muench, Gabriella Laxer,
Natalie Michaels

the Wurzweiler School of Social Work at Yeshiva
University in New York. She is an educator, organizer,
community worker, and parent of two young
daughters. In her spare time, Tamar translates Sephardic rabbinic texts to expose English-speaking
audiences to their inspiring message of inclusion and
justice. One of her recent articles from the Bay Area’s
J. Weekly (The Jewish News of Northern California) can
be found at this link: www.jweekly.com/2018/04/03/
bus-stop-waiting-messiah-something-like/
This program is cosponsored by the Adult
Education Committee.
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Israel Committee
Rabbi Cohen-Kedem’s Visit
By Dan Rabovsky, Israel Committee Co-chair
Rabbi Galit Cohen-Kedem of Congregation B’nai
Israel’s sister congregation Kehillat Kodesh v’Hol
(KKvH) in Holon, Israel, returned to visit us on
Sunday and Monday, April 22 and 23. She first visited us in March 2017 and spoke of the difficulties,
challenges, and blessings of Reform Judaism in
Israel. This year, she gave us a deeper insight into
her mission and the important role that KKvH plays
in broadening the base of Reform Judaism in Israel
beyond a traditional core of North American
immigrants. Holon is a middle-class city, and KKvH
reflects the diversity of Jewish Israelis – Mizrahi
and immigrants from the former Soviet Union and
Eastern Europe – as well as a range of political
affiliations. She explained that her congregants are
drawn to KKvH by a desire to be part of a
community not bound by the many strictures of the
Orthodox establishment in Israel. Because many in her congregation equate religious practice with
Orthodox Judaism, Rabbi Cohen-Kedem has to introduce them to Reform religious practice gradually.
Thanks to everyone who helped with the events with the publicity and fundraising: Terri Cristy and
Linda Tochterman, who kept track of donors and RSVPs; Deborah Meltzer, who consolidated contact
lists and compiled emails; Bendan Blue and Fifi Zeff, who put on the Oneg after Rabbi Cohen-Kedem's
Monday night talk; Jeff Rabinowitz, who helped arrange catering and provided wine for the Sunday night
reception; Rabbi Alfi for her leadership; Cantor Julie and Darrell Steinberg, who made their home
available at the last minute for the reception; Jennifer Kaufman, who provided great advice and email
contacts; and Brian Landsberg, who assisted with publicizing to the community. Our Director of
Education, Denise Crevin, together with Abbie Blackman and Ronit Schwarz, organized a wonderful
interactive program on Sunday morning with our Religious School students and students at KKvH in Holon. The events couldn't have been accomplished without a great deal of help from the CBI staff – Leslie
Oberst, Abbie Blackman, Melissa Grand, and Dean Sinander.
Finally, and very importantly, a big thank you to all of the donors who become associate members,
partners, and contributors to KKvH, including many whose names are listed above. Your generous
contributions, along with $1,000 from the Women of B’nai Israel, will provide over $5,000 to KKvH.
Looking forward: We hope to set up ongoing video dialogues between groups of CBI and KKvH members. On August
28, we’re presenting an evening with two representatives of the
New Israel Fund, who will discuss current events in Israel as well
as the social action work of the NIF; see p.14 for details. We also
plan to develop additional educational events dealing with the
difficult and complex situation in Israel and the Middle East and
in the U.S./Israel relationship. Watch for future announcements.
If you would like to participate in the Israel Committee, please contact one of the co-chairs: Dan
Rabovsky (beaniecat3711-bnai@yahoo.com) or Jeff Rabinovitz (jjrabinovitz@gmail.com).
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A Message from Rabbi Galit Cohen-Kedem
Visiting the Diaspora, Getting to Know Ourselves: Some Thoughts After a
Visit to Three Reform Communities in North America
Independence Day was bursting out in full force and the fragrance of barbeques filled the air as I
arrived at Ben Gurion Airport. I felt a twang of sadness, perhaps because I was leaving my family for
two weeks, or perhaps due to the symbolism of leaving Israel on
this day to celebrate Independence Day in a foreign land.
With hindsight, I indeed missed my family. But as for the
symbolism – well, that turned out to be exactly the opposite of
what I’d expected. I set off to visit the Diaspora, but I actually
experienced a renewed encounter with the vision that connects
me so strongly to our people, our country, and our Torah. I met myself/ourselves again, and that gave me some special reasons to
celebrate. I came back armed with a lot of food for thought and a lot of fuel for action.
A Reform community isn’t a trivial or existential thing in a prosperous country where, to a large
extent, Jews can feel safe and protected. Yet Jewish tradition has built flourishing communities with
roots and wings that allow their members to find meaning and connect to the broader, local,
American, and human story through the language, culture, and customs they share with us: Shabbat,
the Hebrew language, a shiva, prayer, a chuppah, and charity. All these aspects of life are organized
(and funded) by the local community. Under the American principle of the separation of religion and
state, a diverse and impressive array of forms of expression, affiliation, and organization blossoms.
And this happens as women and men of very diverse colors, genders, and backgrounds come
together, wanted under the synagogue roof, and enjoy access to a wide range of spiritual and human
resources that cluster around the community.
As my host parked her car by the temple in Sacramento, the rabbi told me about their project to
open up the temple to homeless people once a week. “The hostels for the homeless separate women
and men,” she explained, “but here, once a week, we give families a chance to come together again,
to sleep together here as a family, to enjoy a homemade hot meal, and to spend time together as a
complete unit.” The temple participates in this project alongside other local places of worship from all
religions.
At the Kabbalat Shabbat service in Los Angeles, a regular ritual takes place: a decorative Kiddush
cup is given to girls who will be called up to the Torah the next day for their bat mitzvah. The cup is
given to them by women leaders in the community, accompanied by a moving personal greeting.
“Now it’s your turn,” one of the women blessed the excited girl, “to carry your Judaism with you, with
pride and social responsibility.”
In Toronto I chatted with Dan, a lay leader who is active on the Israel Committee. “Jewish pluralism
isn’t just a lofty and enlightened value for us here. Pluralism and acceptance of the other are a vital
value for a Jewish minority, however successful it may be, in a migrant society. Just as the IDF protects
Jews in Israel, so the value of tikkun olam and acceptance of the other protects many Jews around the
world. This is our firm foundation.”
Dan is right. And when the State of Israel fails to recognize this value, Dan not only feels unwanted
here, but feels that Israel has abandoned him by disregarding his safe existence.
I am alarmed that Israel is abandoning its function and its destiny as the state of the Jews. Will
Israeli society, and thereafter our leadership, manage to understand this? That’s up to us.
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Social Action
Sustainable Living Committee
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Volunteer!
Join us for an American River Parkway cleanup or spend some time in Gan Organic! Your help is greatly appreciated during the summer months. Please contact SLC co-chairs Terri Gaines and Judy Painter for
more information on how you can participate and help improve sustainability practices at CBI. Terri
Gaines: tlgaines0@gmail.com, Judy Painter: portpaint@sbcglobal.net.
American River Parkway Stewardship
Mark your calendars! Scheduled parkway cleanups:

Thursday, July 26, 9:00 am

Sunday, August 19, 9:00 am

Thursday, September 6, 9:00 am

Please contact Todd Mendell at ptmendell@comcast.net or 916-684-6734 for details and to sign up.
Gan Organic - CBI’s Community Garden
Inch by inch, row by row, Gan Organic needs you to grow!
Things are growing just beyond the hedge in CBI’s parking lot. A
short walk over student-decorated pavers takes you to a well-loved
garden in various stages of vegetable and flower growth. In springtime
a bed of lettuce and many peas were harvested for the kitchen. Celery,
radishes, and herbs are quickly maturing for summer picking. A summer
crop will be tended largely by the 3rd grade Religious School class under
the direction of Shayna Horwitz, and a fall crop will be planted by Camp
Shelanu. The aim is for the fall crop to be ready by Rosh Hashanah/
Sukkot.
Dave Passovoy, a parent of two Religious School students, recently
took over as garden coordinator. He is looking for additional parent or
b’nai mitzvah student volunteers to assist in the maintenance, planting,
and watering of this all-organic garden that provides fresh food as well
as a wonderful learning experience in environmental practices for our
CBI youth. Besides all that, with benches and chairs, the garden is a
place of respite and quiet for all. Should you be interested in working in
Gan Organic (even 1 hour a month), please contact Dave at 928-6993534 or mdavepjr@hotmail.com.
Specific garden tasks that could use extra help:
 Collecting and placing cardboard to reduce weeds on grounds
 Collection of mulch and compost
 Spreading mulch over the cardboard
 Rejuvenating beds with compost
 Redesigning and implementing new bed contents
 Weeding
 Acquiring a 40-gallon container for community horseradish supply
 Varnishing beds.
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Social Action
Immigration and Refugee Assistance Committee
“One person can make a difference …”
Refugees flee their homes abruptly, leaving their belongings
behind and arriving in Sacramento with only a few suitcases in hand.
Refugee Welcome Kits provide families with basic household items to
lay a foundation in their new home. School and Baby Kits are especially
needed. By donating a School Kit, you can help a new refugee family to
send their children to school, many for the first time, with everything the children need.
School Kit:

1 backpack

Baby Kit:

#2 pencils, pencil sharpener, & eraser

1 box of diapers (assorted sizes)

1 pencil box

1 container of wipes

Blue or black pens

1 baby bottle

Colored pencils, crayons, & highlighters

1 sippy cup

12-inch ruler

1 baby blanket

Blunt-tip scissors

1 pacifier

1 glue stick

1 diaper bag (optional)

1 wide-ruled, one-subject notebook
2 folders
1 three-ring binder
1 packet loose-leaf paper
Contact Maryann Rabovsky (mrabovsky@gmail.com) if you would like to donate a Welcome Kit.
There are numerous opportunities to assist a refugee family.

Family Promise of Sacramento
Helping low-income families achieve lasting independence
A big thank you from the new Family Promise team (Sharon
Rogoff, Helen Nusbaum, Maryann Rabovsky, and Sue Saunders)
to CBI volunteers: cook teams, overnighters, setup and cleanup
crews, bakers, launderers, pre-K and K teachers and students,
current and former b’nai mitzvah students, and the office staff.
What a team! We couldn’t host Family Promise at CBI without
your amazing help! Our next hosting week is later this year. If you
have any questions about this program, please contact Sharon
Rogoff at michaelandsharon@comcast.net.
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Down & Derby 2018 A Huge Success!

Camp Nefesh Needs Your Help!

By Greg Hubbs, Down & Derby Committee Chair
"Love your neighbor as yourself" (Leviticus
This year’s Down & Derby event (formerly the
19:18) and “You shall welcome the stranger, for
Wine and Food Festival), held on Saturday, May 5,
you were once strangers in the land of
provided a fun evening for over 200 attendees,
Egypt” (Exodus 23:9) have been fundamental
and raised about $40,000 for our congregation. In
cornerstones of Congregation B’nai Israel.
addition to the silent and live auctions and the
Keeping these passages in mind, Congregation
music provided by Todd Morgan and the
B’nai Israel is partnering with Opening Doors Inc.
Emblems, the event included some new activities
to create and host Camp Nefesh, a summer day
this year. There were four blackjack tables, a
camp for refugee children The 2018 dates for the
roulette table, and a craps table. To fund the
camp are July 30 – August 10 (Monday – Friday).
gambling, all participants were given a $500 “bill”
Times are 12:00 – 4:00 pm.
with Rabbi Alfi’s picture on it. Oh, and there was a
Camp Nefesh is a nonprofit camp, and needs
human horserace as well!! Besides the wine
support from volunteers like you. We’re looking
tasting table, we provided an open bar with a
for three types of volunteers:
number of mixed drinks, plus nibbles supplied by
 Camp Counselors: We need counselors to
Aharona, Bella Bru, Fats Catering, Mama Kim, and
supervise the kids and lead activities. The time
Sampino’s. This year’s attendance was higher than
commitment will be from 11:00 am to 5:00 pm
ever, and everyone seemed to be having a lot of
each day, and an hour earlier on your first day
fun over the course of the evening.
of training. Please note: counselors must be
This year’s Fund-a-Need raised a recordentering 7th grade or above in fall 2018.
breaking $21,000! We will use $14,000 of this
 Drivers: We need volunteers willing to drive
toward youth scholarships and the rest toward
the campers between a central location near
getting a comprehensive internet system
their homes and CBI. Pickup from their homes
throughout our campus.
will be at 11:00 am, and pick up from CBI will
Many, many thanks to everyone who attendbe at 4:00 pm each day. Drivers with cars seating
ed, and especially to those who volunteered to
7 or more are preferred but not required.
make this year’s event so successful. I would like
 Specialists: If you or someone you know has
to thank my wonderful Down & Derby Committee:
something special to bring to camp, we want
Michael Aran, Jonathan Groveman, Wendy
you! Maybe you own a bounce house, you
Hubbs, Eileen Jacobowitz, Margo LaBayne, Jenna
know magic, you teach yoga to kids, etc.
Lang, Amelia Lorenzo, Patricia Porter, and Alex
If you’re interested in volunteering, please
and Joanne Swedlow. Many other folks stepped
contact Lucy Beckett at 916-668-0833 or
up to help as well. In fact, approximately
campnefesh@gmail.com or visit our website:
30 people volunteered at this wonderful event.
www.campnefesh.com. Donations can be made
Plus we had more silent auction items this year,
on the CBI website at www.cbisacramento.org/
thanks to the efforts of many congregants. We
form/nefesh
could not have done it without all of the
wonderful support we got!!
If you were not able to attend this year’s
Down & Derby, we hope you can attend next
year’s, which is scheduled for May 4, 2019. This
major fundraising event is always held on the first
Saturday in May, which also means we always
hold it on the day of the Kentucky Derby! We
welcome any feedback you might have for the
Down & Derby Committee. You can email this
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Mazel Tov!

Yom HaShoah Choir the Largest
By Judith Emick-Leatherwood
If you thought the choir that sang at this
year’s Yom HaShoah Commemoration was large,
you are correct. Singers from all local congregations
were invited to sing, usually through their cantors.
Singers met for two rehearsals at Congregation
B’nai Israel and a final rehearsal at Mosaic Law
Congregation. LuAnn Higgs, director of the B’nai
Israel choir, taught the music, and then
accompanied and directed the choir.
The commemoration program began with a
candlelight procession of Shoah survivors and
descendants while the choir performed Max
Janowski’s choral setting of Ani Ma’amin. Later,
the choir returned to premier Cantor Ben
Rosner’s Hashkiveinu and to sing Eili, Eili (lyrics by
Hannah Senesh, music by David Zahavi), a piece
requested by the Yom HaShoah Committee
because they felt it exemplified the
commemoration’s theme of moral courage.
If you would like to participate in the next
choir project, please contact Cantor Julie Steinberg at jsteinberg50@gmail.com or 916-849-6023.

……to Sue Schooley, who recently received the
Legacy Award from Breathe California of the
Sacramento Region. Sue was honored for her
years of volunteer service with Breathe
California, as well as for her strong support of
cycling and other activities that promote clean
air in our region.
…to the many congregants whose contributions
to Congregation B’nai Israel were recognized at
the Annual Meeting on June 10! Maddy Halseth
received the Rabinovitz Family Youth Volunteer
of the Year Award. Kesher Commitment Awards
went to Miranda Asch, Rachel Chancellor, Maddy
Halseth, Katherine Huggins, Samuel Hughes,
Tyler Koenigsberg, Elliot Raskin, Ben Schwartz,
Lauren Silva, Jonah Wiener-Brodkey, and Leeza
Wong. Deni and Steve Marshall were honored as
the Volunteers of the Year, and Sandy Kaufman
and Ann Soloway received the Dick Bernheimer
Distinguished Service Award for their work with
Family Promise. The following congregants
received certificates for their efforts as
“Community Builders” at CBI: Susan Aguilar,
Roz Benkle, Lisa Brodkey, Jonathan Brosin,
Illene Carroll, Yvonne Chotzen, Alana and
Samantha Chotzen-Jenner, Ezra Cole, Barbara
Colton, Dan Crevin, Judith Emick-Leatherwood,
Steve Goldberg, Deborah Gordon, Jonathan
Groveman, Judy Heiman, Michael Hersher,
Laurel Hollis, Jennifer Kaufman, Brian
Landsberg, Teven Laxer, Amelia Lorenzo,
Bernard Marks, Todd Mendell, Twila Morris,
Nadine Muench, Louis Nelson, Seth Oberst,
Sherry Okun-Rudnak, Paul Ortega, Hope
Rabinovitz, Laura Rosenthal, Jodie Rubenstein,
Jay Schenirer, Ari Steinberg, Eric Stern, Steven
Tincher, Loril Tochterman, and Jennifer Zoffel.
And CBI’s many committee chairs and committee
members were also thanked for their dedication
and efforts.

We Welcome
Our New Members!
Casey and Johanna Crittendon
Michael and Renee Kress
Bobbie Landau
Beth Richtman
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CBI Caring Community Needs You!
The goal of the CBI Caring Community is to provide our members a way of fulfilling the mitzvah of performing acts
of g'milut chasadim (deeds of loving kindness) within the temple community, especially in difficult situations. When we bring
people closer together, we fulfill our sacred mission. Since all Jews are enjoined to perform this mitzvah, we are, in fact, all
members of the Caring Committee.
Our Caring Community needs your help. We are revitalizing the committee and need many volunteers so the group can
be relevant and strong. Below are some of the ways that volunteers can help.
Hineini ("Here I am"):






Support - assisting with condolence calls and/or delivering shiva baskets
Shiva Coordinator - receiving calls from Condolence Coordinator with shiva needs
Shiva Support - people from various zip codes to assist families with shiva needs
Shomrim Coordinator - receiving notification of the need for shomrim, volunteer coordination

Caring Committee:



Healing/Homebound List Coordinator - receiving the healing list/homebound notifications, coordinating with Caring
Committee Support and the Meal Train Coordinator, designating home visitors/phone calls






Caring Committee Support - making monthly phone calls
Meal Train Coordinator - receiving notifications of interest, setting up the process
Chicken Soup Coordinator - coordinating the soup-making sessions and distribution
Visitors/soup delivery

Mazel Tov Committee:


Mazel Tov Coordinator - sending cards, making calls to acknowledge life events

If you would like to volunteer to join the CBI Caring Community, please email Lynn Terleski-Katz
at LRTK@sbcglobal.net, and indicate your specific interest and zip code. She will collect volunteer names and interests, and
will schedule a meeting soon.

10th Annual Eleanor J. Marks Holocaust Essay Project Announces Winners
In 2008, Bernie Marks established a Holocaust essay writing project in memory of his dear wife, Eleanor J. Marks. Bernie is
himself a Holocaust survivor of the Łódź Ghetto, Auschwitz, and Dachau. Of his 200 extended family members, only five – his
father, two cousins, and an aunt – survived the Holocaust. His mother and brother were both exterminated at Auschwitz.
With the project in its 10th year, Bernie reminds us that genocide can happen when we accept prejudice, bullying, and
ignorance. What better way to build awareness of these horrifying episodes of history than to write essays about “Heroes of
the Holocaust” who risked their own lives to save Jews during those trying years of 1939 through 1945? The essay project is
open to students not just in California, but worldwide, and this year, students from throughout California and Europe wrote
about the many “Heroes of Belgium.”
This year the EJM Essay Project received over 500 essays from California alone, and the project organizers thank all who
entered. Nearly 20 local middle and high schools participated in the Essay Project, with 52 winners each receiving a cash award.
To collect and judge the essays required over 60 teachers, principals, and vice principals, plus 50 judges from throughout the
community and many volunteers. The winners listed below are from B’nai Israel or the greater Jewish community:
 Congregation Bet Haverim (Davis): Alexa Folb, Sophia LaPerle, Silke M. Pion
 Congregation B’nai Israel (Sacramento): Aubrey Brosnan, Will Brosnan, Kian Khajavi, Natalie Michaels
 Mosaic Law Congregation and Kenesset Israel Torah Center (Sacramento): Daniel Sokoler
 Shalom School (Sacramento): Julia Bluth, Eliana Robinson, Ben Rubin
 C. K. McClatchy High School (Sacramento): Dani Wiesenthal
Other local winners will be listed on the Essay Project website: https//ejmholocaustproject.com. The winners from high
schools and universities in Europe will be judged locally and announced later this year. Schools from the following European
countries participated in the 10th Annual Holocaust Essay Project: Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, Luxemburg, Poland,
Serbia, Switzerland, and Ukraine.
21

We Thank Our Contributors
Rabbi‘s Discretionary Fund
Vida and Gordon Adelman for the yahrzeit of
Kimberley Adelman
Nancy Bernheimer in memory of Joe Hammel
Cheryl Cooper in memory of Jeremy Hollis
Roslyn and Bob Dinsfriend in memory of Joe
Hammel and Greg Roth
Pam and Tim Herman in gratitude for all you are
doing in the community
Katherine and Richard Jacobson in memory of
Anita Teich
Cecile Kaplan in memory of Greg Roth and Dan
Gorfain
Melanie Mages-Canale and Ed Canale in honor of
Kent Newton’s birthday
MaryAnn Misenhimer and Alex Kelter in memory
of Jeremy Hollis
Bonnie Penix in memory of Joe Hammel
Betty and Jack Reuben in memory of Joe Hammel
JoAnne Silber wishing a speedy recovery to Linda
Tochterman
Marsha and Ivan Young

Camp Shelanu Scholarship Fund
Marcia and Mandy Greene
Caring Community
Cheryl and Fran Bremson in memory of Jeremy Hollis
and Natalie McCarthy
Bonnie Penix for Family Promise
Betty and Jack Reuben wishing a speedy recovery to
Linda Tochterman
Katharine Severson in honor of Sandy Kaufman and
Ann Soloway receiving the Bernheimer Award
JoAnne and Martin Solov for Family Promise
Carl Naluai, Jr. Music Fund
Lynn Belzer wishing a happy birthday to Jerry
Mitchell
Roz Benkle in memory of Cairn Aran’s mother
Judy Emick-Leatherwood and Blair Leatherwood
wishing a happy birthday to Jan Goldsmith
Eleanor and Jerry Mitchell in memory of
Wendy Maston
Eileen and Howard Sarasohn in memory of Greg Roth

General/Yahrzeit Funds
Vida and Gordon Adelman for the yahrzeits of Ida
Adelman and Nathan Bunnin
Elaine Altshul in memory of Anita Teich
Elaine Berghausen and Dave Brubaker for the yahrzeits of Lieselotte Berghausen and Marvin Brubaker
Mrs. Brady in memory of Andy Lutter and in honor of
Brotherhood Fund
Marie Lutter
Roz Benkle in memory of Joe Hammel
Bonnie Penix in honor of Jon Meltzer being named Wendy and Greg Hubbs in memory of Jeremy Hollis
Judy and Steve Lewis in memory of Jeremy Hollis
“Man of the Year”
Andee and Terry Press-Dawson in memory of Jeremy
Hollis, Greg Roth, and Anita Teich
Educator’s Discretionary Fund
Andrea Ellinghouse and Wesley Shelley in memory Betty and Jack Reuben in memory of Bill Kor
Marcee and Mark Samberg in memory of Jeremy
of Jeremy Hollis
Mazel Tov to Denise Crevin on achieving her Master’s Hollis
Degree from:
Immigrant/Refugee Fund
Roz Benkle
Betty and Jack Reuben in memory of Paul Rosen
Eileen Jacobowitz and Eric Wiesenthal
Bonnie Penix
Israel Committee Fund
Betty and Jack Reuben
Maryann and Dan Rabovsky
Jodie Rubenstein and Sean Ward
Eileen and Howard Sarasohn
Rachel and Eric Stern
Adult Education Enrichment Fund
Terri and Jonathan Cristy for the yahrzeits of
Richard P. Kiser, beloved father of Terri Cristy, and
Lois Cristy, beloved mother of Jonathan Cristy
Sandy Lee in memory of Jeremy Hollis
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We Thank Our Contributors
Israel Youth Fund
Tom Frankel
Zelda Schule in memory of Abraham Goldsheft and
Reuben Goldsheft

Special Programs Fund
Mary Sorrels and Edythe Swidler in memory of
Joe Hammel
Weinberg Godparent Fund
Doris Pittell Morris in gratitude to Judy EmickLeatherwood and Blair Leatherwood for all that
they do for the congregation; in honor of Denise
Crevin achieving her Master’s Degree; and in
memory of Joe Hammel, Helen Alvarez, Bobbie
Gladstein, Greg Roth, and Doris’ dear father on his
birthday

Len Maintenance Fund
Susan Hill and Stan Wallin in memory of Jeremy
Hollis
Eileen Jacobowitz and Eric Wiesenthal in memory
of Mark Cohn
Bonnie Penix in memory of Jeremy Hollis
Jodie Rubenstein and Sean Ward on the “Big Day
of Giving”
Debra and Timothy Zeff in memory of Jeremy
Hollis

Women Feed the Hungry Fund
Bonnie Penix in memory of Paul Rosen

Oneg Shabbat Fund
Sandra Turner

Women of B’nai Israel
Vida and Gordon Adelman in honor of Sandy Lee
and the Women of B’nai Israel for their hard work
on the Community Passover Seder
Roz Benkle in honor of Sandy Lee and the Women
of B’nai Israel for their hard work on the
Community Passover Seder

Religious School Scholarship Fund
Eileen Jacobowitz and Eric Wiesenthal in memory
of Joe Hammel and in honor of Denise Crevin
achieving her Master’s Degree
Jennifer and Todd Kaufman in honor of Denise
Crevin achieving her Master’s Degree
Katharine Severson in honor of Denise Crevin
achieving her Master’s Degree
Mary Sorrels and Edythe Swidler mazel tov to
Denise Crevin on achieving her Master’s Degree
Patricia Terra in memory of Jeremy Hollis
Women of B’nai Israel

Worship Fund
Roz Benkle in memory of Jeremy Hollis
Donations listed as of June 1, 2018.To make a donation
to any of these funds or to receive a full listing of all
the funds available, please contact our office at 916446-4861 or operations@bnais.com, or visit our
website at www.cbisacramento.org/tribute.

Social Action Fund
Nancy Bernheimer well wishes to Linda
Tochterman
Eve and David Panush in memory of Claire Siegel
Vicki and Jason Weiner in honor of Samantha and
Todd Feigenbaum, bon voyage from the Social
Action Committee, Focus on Racial Justice, and the
Sac ACT Education LOC!
Debra and Tim Zeff in memory of Jeremy Hollis

Thank you!

Sosnick Library Fund
Bonnie Penix thank you to David Ayotte, our
outstanding librarian, and for the yahrzeits of Edith
and Arnold Mayer
Katharine Severson in memory of John Allen
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We Mourn Our Losses
Adeline Lerner
beloved mother of Marsha Young;
mother-in-law of Ivan Young

Gladys Angel
beloved mother of Robert Angel and Wendy Littman;
mother-in-law of Linda Angel and Joel Littman;
grandmother of Heidi Brown and Darryl Littman

Carl “Ted” Miller
beloved uncle of Dan Crevin;
uncle-in-law of Denise Crevin;
great uncle of Ava and Max

Suaan Ashler
beloved mother of Cairn Aran;
mother-in-law of Jeff Aran;
grandmother of Aldo and Cienna Rominger
and of Michael and Michelle Aran

Josephine Nash
beloved aunt of Dana Hirschel

Trudy Eisan
beloved sister-in-law of Jason Lindo

Esteban Ramirez
beloved brother of Jose Ramirez

Elsie Estroff
beloved mother of Jill Estroff;
mother-in-law of Daniel Bernstein

Valeska Rantz
beloved cousin of Wendy Miller; of
Nadine, Steven, and Samuel Muench; and of
Tami, John, Alysha, and Katelyn Crawford

Marvin Freifeld
beloved uncle of Debbie and Dan Albert;
great uncle of Joshua and David Albert
Stefan Allen Freifeld
beloved father of Debbie Albert;
father-in-law of Dan Albert;
grandfather of Joshua and David Albert

Greg Roth
beloved husband of Patti Roth;
father of Jay Roth and Shana Roth Mortimer;
son of Betty Roth;
father-in-law of Lisa Roth and Andrew Mortimer;
grandfather of Sarah Roth,
Ronan Wikoff, and Rio Roth

Mary Shields Gordon
beloved mother of Laura Choate;
former wife of Arthur Choate;
friend of Carol Choate

Joel Roth
beloved uncle of Jon and Deborah Meltzer;
uncle-in-law of Robin Meltzer;
great uncle of Michaella and Sarah Meltzer

Joseph Hammel
beloved father of Glenn Hammel and Julie Hammel;
father-in-law of Rabbi Mona Alfi and Danny Brook;
grandfather of Zev Brook and of
Ezra and Avi Hammel

Paul Rosen
father of Andrea Rosen;
grandfather of Ben Rosen and Rivka Rosen;
great grandfather of Hannah Clare Rosen
Eunice Swartz
beloved sister of Sheli Varshawski;
sister-in-law of Dave Varshawski;
cousin of Cheryl, Fran, and Matthew Bremson

Jeremy Hollis
beloved husband of Laurel Hollis;
father of Sydney and Emma Hollis;
brother of Gordon Hollis;
and beloved past president of our congregation

Anita Teich
beloved mother of Helen Nevins;
mother-in-law of Howard Nevins;
grandmother of Matthew and Jessica Nevins

Selby Cohen Horowitz
beloved mother of Evalyn Horowitz;
mother-in-law of Shawn Spitze;
grandmother of Arielle, Naomi, Nathaniel,
Ethan, and Hannahle Spitze

Ramata Traoré
beloved sister of Ousseny Zerbo;
sister-in-law of Rachel Zerbo;
aunt of Noah and Miriam Zerbo

William Kor
beloved father of Doug Kor;
father-in-law of Samra Kor;
grandfather of Zachary and Ariel

Cruz Valdez
beloved friend of Kelly Caffero and Gina Whitfield

Robert Lawson
brother-in-law of Amelia Lorenzo
and George DiCataldo

Jean Wilson
beloved mother of Debra Zeff;
mother-in-law of Tim Zeff;
grandmother of Aaron Zeff and Leah Zeff
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Community Bulletin Board
Jewish Genealogical Society of Sacramento
Sunday, July 15, 10:00 am
"Researching Her Story: Finding Female Ancestors" – Gena Philibert-Ortega
Female ancestors can be difficult to trace for various reasons. However, it's important to keep in mind
research methodology and existing resources when seeking to learn your female ancestor's story. In this
presentation, Gena Philibert-Ortega will explore that methodology and the resources pertinent to your
research.
Gena Philibert-Ortega is an author, researcher, and instructor whose focus is genealogy and social and
women's history. She holds a Master’s degree
in Interdisciplinary Studies (Psychology and
Women's Studies) and a Master’s degree in
Religion. Her published works include three
books and numerous articles, including two
volumes of Tracing Female Ancestors and a
QuickGuide from Legacy Family Tree.
All are welcome to attend the July 15
meeting at the Einstein Center, 1935 Wright
Street, Sacramento. For more information on
the Jewish Genealogical Society of Sacramento, contact Mort Rumberg (JGSS president) at
mortrumberg1@earthlink.net.
Note: there will be no JGSS meeting in August.

Lind Brothers
A Family Owned Funeral Home
and Crematory Since 1964
Our practices are grounded in the unshakable belief
in the sanctity of human life, the dignity of the person,
and the emotional and spiritual needs of the mourners.
Our commitment is to help you and your family
make a decision that truly makes a difference
both financially and spiritually.

4221 Manzanita Avenue, Carmichael, CA 95608
P: 916.482.8080 F: 916-482-2009
cporter@lindbrotherssacramento.com
www.lindbrotherssacramento.com
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July 2018
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Av/Elul 5778
THUR

FRI

SAT

August 2018
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Phone 916.446.4861
Fax 916.446.2875
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3600 Riverside Boulevard
Sacramento, CA 95818

Rabbi Mona Alfi, Senior Rabbi, RabbiAlfi@bnais.com
Rabbi Lester A. Frazin, Rabbi Emeritus
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President, Bina Lefkovitz, blefkovitz@gmail.com
Past-President, Alan M. Steinberg, gomachfive@gmail.com
President-Elect, Greg Hubbs, gregwhubbs@gmail.com
VP Finance, Bendan Blue, bendan@sbcglobal.net
VP Administration, Elizabeth Landsberg, deanberg@sbcglobal.net
VP Education, Greg Hubbs, gregwhubbs@gmail.com
VP Facilities, Stan Wallin, jstanleywallin@gmail.com
VP Membership, Davita Levin-Robinson, davita827@hotmail.com
Chief Financial Officer, Joel Schwartz, joel@joelschwartz.com
Secretary, Eileen Jacobowitz, ejacobowitz@comcast.net
Timothy Zeff, General Counsel, zeffdj@aol.com
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Koleinu Staff
Editor: Terri Cristy, koleinu@bnais.com
Layout & Design: Abbie Blackman, communications@bnais.com
The Koleinu is published bimonthly: Jan/Feb, Mar/Apr, May/Jun,
Jul/Aug, Sep/Oct, Nov/Dec. The deadline for all issues is the first
day of the month preceding the publication date.
Advertising in the Koleinu is easy! Please contact Abbie at
communications@bnais.com for more information, including rates.

There are no 2nd Shabbes Dinners in July or August.
Please join us for the next one on Friday, September 14!
6:00pm Tot Shabbat Service | 6:30pm Dinner | 7:30pm Shabbat Service

Adults $16, meals are complimentary for children 12 & under. RSVP to the office at 916-446-4861
or online at www.cbisacramento.org/ongoing
Please mail your payment to:

Congregation B’nai Israel
3600 Riverside Blvd.,
Sacramento, CA 95818
916.446.4861
Fax: 916.446.2875
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