
 

 

Lifelong Jewish Learning – November and December 
 

November 
 
Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan: The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel ▪ Rabbi Alfi and the Women of B’nai 
Israel 
Tuesday, November 6, 6:15 – 8:30 p.m., Social Hall 

Women of CBI, please join us for the first of our quarterly Rosh Chodesh events for 5779! 
This year we will be focusing on Jewish women in television and internet shows. We meet in 
the Social Hall at 6:15 pm for a dairy potluck, followed by a short service and a program. In 
November we will feature an episode from The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel, followed by a 
discussion. If you have not been exposed to this outrageously funny and Jewish show, you 
need to come! All women age 13 and over are welcome. No RSVP necessary. 
 
 
Achim: A Discussion Group for Men ▪ Dr. Glenn Hammel and the Brotherhood 
Sunday, November 11, 7:00 – 8:30 pm, Chapel 
 

Achim is the Hebrew word for “brothers,” and this group is a forum for education, 
facilitated discussion, contemplation, and camaraderie, led by Dr. Glenn Hammel, Ph.D. and 
Rebbitzen. 
 
 
Religious Ethics in the 21st Century ▪ Rabbi Mona Alfi 
Tuesdays, November 13 and 27, noon – 1:00 pm, Library 
 

Rabbi Alfi tackles some of the toughest issues of Jewish ethics as applied to modern life. 
We discuss politics, economics, Israel, Jewish communal relations, and many other issues. To 
request or suggest a topic, please e-mail Rabbi Alfi with ideas. Regular attendance is not 
required; drop-ins and newcomers are welcome! Bring a brown bag lunch. There is no fee.  
 
 
The Israel Committee Presents: Strains in the Relationship between Israel and American 
Jews ▪ Rabbi Uri Regev 
Saturday, November 17, 7:00 – 8:30 pm, Chapel 
 

Rabbi Uri Regev is the president of Hiddush (www.hiddush.org), an Israeli-Diaspora 
partnership that advocates for religious freedom and equality in Israel and opposes efforts 
to restrict and delegitimize Reform, Conservative, and even Modern Orthodox streams of 
Judaism. 

The Israeli Declaration of Independence embodies two ideals: that Israel will be a 
homeland for the Jewish people and that Israel will be a democracy with equal rights for all 
and freedom of religion. There has always been some tension between these ideals, but that 



 

 

tension has increased significantly in recent years. The Nation-State Law is seen by Israel's 
Arab and other non-Jewish citizens as a threat to their status and rights, but these increased 
tensions also deeply affect the Jewish population of Israel and Israel's relationship with the 
Diaspora. These tensions manifest themselves both in the religious sphere, where 
progressive and pluralistic Judaism is attacked, and in civil society, with a reduced tolerance 
for open debate about difficult subjects. They also threaten to divide Israel from the majority 
of the Diaspora, who are progressive and pluralistic Jews that deeply believe in democratic 
ideals. 

Rabbi Regev will address these issues during his Saturday evening presentation 
(cosponsored by the Adult Education Committee), as well as at the Shabbat evening service 
on Friday, November 16, during which he will present a drash entitled “The Challenges 
Facing a Jewish State Today." 
 
 
“To Everything There Is a Season” (Ecc 3:1) ▪ Rabbi Ilana Mills 
Thursday, November 29, 7:00 – 8:30 pm, Chapel 

Join Rabbi Ilana Mills as we explore the Jewish rituals surrounding birth and death. 
Together we will explore the varied traditions around birth and death, as well as the 
philosophies behind the practices. Come to learn about how Judaism honors these 
bookends of life. Rabbi Mills is a member of B’nai Israel, and the parent of two children in 
our Religious School. 
 
 

December 
 
Echoes of Popular Fiction Genres in the Literature of the Ghettos ▪ Professor Sven-Erik 
Rose (UC Davis) 
Saturday, December 1, 7:00 – 8:30 pm, Chapel 
 

This talk will examine how authors writing in Yiddish and in German in the Warsaw and 
Lodz ghettos creatively and critically appropriated popular literary genres, including 
detective fiction and the gothic horror tale, even as the circumstances in the ghettos were 
destabilizing many of the assumptions about human experience upon which these genres 
were based. How did writers confined in ghettos both draw on and subvert literary models 
in their attempts to understand and give voice to their extreme predicaments? 
 
 
Religious Ethics in the 21st Century ▪ Rabbi Mona Alfi 
Tuesday, December 11, noon – 1:00 pm, Library 
 
 
Achim: A Discussion Group for Men ▪ Dr. Glenn Hammel and the Brotherhood 
Sunday, December 16, 7:00 – 8:30 pm, Chapel 
 



 

 

 

Coming Attractions 
 
Jewish Protest Singalong with Mike ▪ Michael Hersher 
Saturdays, January 5 and 19, 7:00 – 8:30 pm, Chapel 

The times they are still a-changin' – back to 1950 or maybe 1850. If you are ready to sing 
about your values or just remember when you used to sing about them, come join in songs 
about freedom, peace, unions, women's rights, the environment, and lots of other great 
stuff. Golden oldies and songs written last week, all led by your favorite song leader! 


