
 
Recommended	Viewing:		
Contemporary	Works	

To find out where to borrow DVDs or stream films, check your local library and www.justwatch.com. 

Documentary	9ilms	and	interviews	

“Amend: The Fight for America” (2021 series) When the United States of America was founded, the 
ideals of freedom and equality did not apply to all people. These are the stories of the brave Americans 
who fought to right the naDon’s wrongs and enshrine the values we hold most dear into the ConsDtuDon 
— with liberty and jusDce for all. With Will Smith, Mahershala Ali, Samuel L. Jackson, and others. 

"13th" (2018) How US subsDtuted mass incarceraDon and Jim Crow laws for slavery.  

“Whose Streets” (2017) Told by the acDvists and leaders who live and breathe this movement for jusDce, 
an unflinching look at the Ferguson uprising. When unarmed teenager Michael Brown is killed by police 
and leS lying in the street for hours, it marks a breaking point for the residents of St. Louis, Missouri.  

"True Jus=ce: Bryan Stevenson’s Fight for Equality" (2019) Follows Bryan Stevenson’s struggle over 
three decades to create greater fairness in the criminal jusDce system. Shows how racial injusDce 
emerged, evolved and conDnues to threaten the country, challenging viewers to confront it.  

"The Central Park Five" (2012) Examines the harrowing story of five black and LaDnx Americans 
teenagers who were wrongly convicted of the rape of a white woman. With sentences ranging from six 
to 13 years, the men were eventually exonerated thanks to DNA evidence. The story is a testament to 
the ruthless cycle of racial injusDce, poverty, and a biased, broken system. 

"Tell Them We Are Rising" (2017) The rich but undertold history of America’s Historically Black Colleges 
and UniversiDes. 

Dramatizations	

“ When They See Us” (2019) is based on a true story of the notorious case of five teenagers of color, 
labeled the Central Park Five, who were convicted of a rape they did not commit. Beginning in the spring 
of 1989, when the teenagers were first quesDoned about the incident, the series spans 25 years, 
highlighDng their exoneraDon in 2002 and the se^lement reached with the city of New York in 2014. 

"Fruitvale Sta=on" (2014) depicts the story of Oscar Grant III, a 22-year-old from Hayward, California, 
and his experiences on the last day of his life, before he was fatally shot by BART Police in the early 
morning hours of New Year's Day 2009. Directed by Sac State graduate Ryan Coogler. 

Fiction	

“The Hate U Give” (2018) Starr Carter is constantly switching between two worlds: the poor, mostly 
black, neighborhood where she lives and the rich, mostly white, prep school she a^ends. The uneasy 
balance between these worlds is sha^ered when Starr witnesses the fatal shooDng of her childhood best 
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friend Khalil at the hands of a police officer. Now, facing pressures from all sides of the community, Starr 
must find her voice and stand up for what's right.  

Audio	Podcasts	

Force of Law: A series by CBI member and CalMa^ers reporter, Laurel Rosenhall. about California's 
a^empt to reduce police shooDngs. Covers a heated debate in the state Capitol between families who 
have lost loved ones to police and law enforcement officers who face split-second decisions while 
performing a dangerous job. h^ps://podcasts.calma^ers.org/force-of-law/ 

Cape Up Podcast from Washington Post: This audio series from the "Cape Up" podcast brings you the 
stories and reflecDons of some of the veterans of the civil rights movement, and their lessons on where 
we go from here.  h^ps://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2019/opinions/voices-of-the-movement-
podcast/?wpisrc=pw_ret_voicesoShemovement_040419
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