
Recommended	Reading:		
Contemporary	Works	

The 1619 Project, a New York Times Magazine interac*ve project led by reporter Nikole Hannah Jones 
(2019) 

This series commemorates the 400th anniversary of the beginning of American slavery, and chronicles 
the consequences of slavery and the contribu*ons of black Americans since then. The series is available 
online—each of the excerpts that you scroll through in this graphic presenta*on has a link to one of the 
essays. You can also see a sta*c PDF version here if you are not able to view the project online. 

Caste by Isabel Wilkerson (2020) 

In this brilliant book, Isabel Wilkerson gives us a masterful portrait of an unseen phenomenon in 
America as she explores, through an immersive, deeply researched narra*ve and stories about real 
people, how America today and throughout its history has been shaped by a hidden caste system, a 
rigid hierarchy of human rankings. 

The Color of Law by Richard Rothstein (2018) 

Exploding the myth of de facto segrega*on arising from private prejudice or the unintended 
consequences of economic forces, Rothstein describes how the American government systema*cally 
imposed residen*al segrega*on with undisguised racial zoning, public housing that purposefully 
segregated previously mixed communi*es, subsidies for builders to create whites-only suburbs, tax 
exemp*ons for ins*tu*ons that enforced segrega*on, and support for violent resistance to African 
Americans in white neighborhoods. The Color of Law forces us to face the obliga*on to remedy our 
uncons*tu*onal past. 

Four Hundred Souls edited by Ibram X. Kendi and Keisa N. Blain (2021) 

This is a unique, one-volume history of African Americans. Ninety brilliant writers, each of whom takes 
on a brief period of the 400-year span from 1619-2019, explores their periods through a variety of 
techniques. This is a history that illuminates our past and gives us new ways of thinking about our 
future, wri\en by the most vital and essen*al voices of our present.  

Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson (2014) 

Just Mercy is an unforge\able account of an idealis*c, gi^ed young lawyer’s coming of age, a moving 
window into the lives of those he has defended, and an inspiring argument for compassion in the 
pursuit of jus*ce. The author is the Founder and Director of the Equal Jus*ce Ini*a*ve in Montgomery, 
AL.  

Atlan'c Monthly ar'cle, The Case for Repara@ons by Ta-Nehisi Coates (2014) 

Coates argues: Two hundred fi:y years of slavery. Ninety years of Jim Crow. Sixty years of separate but 
equal. Thirty-five years of racist housing policy. UnGl we reckon with our compounding moral debts, 
America will never be whole. 

See also: Atonement: The Jewish Case for Repara@ons by Gabriel Greschler (2019) in The 
Jewish News of Northern California.
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