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Rabbi Alfi’s Sabbatical
and Scheduled Time
Away this Summer
Rabbi Alfi is scheduled to be out of the office from
June 18 through August 3. This includes the annual
installment of her sabbatical, as well as two weeks at
Camp Newman. She will not be responding to any
calls or emails from June 18 through July 18. When
Rabbi Alfi is working at Camp Newman from July 19 to
August 3, she will have very limited phone and internet access.
This is a time for well-deserved and needed rest
and renewal. On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I
ask that we respect her time away from her usual
duties by not calling, emailing, or texting her. Cantor
Steinberg will be available to cover all clergy responsibilities.
If there is an emergency or other urgent matter,
please contact the CBI office during office hours at
916-446-4861, or Cantor Steinberg, after hours, at
916-849-6023. If necessary, staff will contact Rabbi
Alfi for you. Thank you for your consideration.
Alan M. Steinberg, Board President
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Sivan ▪ Tammuz ▪ Av 5777

Meet the New Director
of Camp Shelanu!
Hi, I’m Keren Schatz! I was born in Israel, but I
grew up just outside of Boston, MA. I moved to
Sacramento about six years
ago, and I’ve been busy
building my life out here ever
since. I currently work at
Shalom School, where I
teach Hebrew and Judaic
studies, and work in the
preschool. I am also the BSTY
(Beth Shalom Temple Youth)
advisor, where I get to work
with an absolutely fantastic group of teens. I am
so excited to be this year’s Camp Shelanu director,
and I look forward to an amazing summer of fun.
You can find camp forms online at
www.bnais.com. The first session begins the
week of July 3. For 6th-8th graders we have a
special week of camp scheduled for July 10-14.
Plus, we’re looking for some awesome 9th and
10th graders to be CITs. If you have any questions,
please don’t hesitate to call me at 916-446-4861.
See you soon at camp!

Annual Meeting, Saturday, June 3 CBI Social Hall
6:00 pm Potluck Dinner

Join us as
we honor:

7:15 pm Meeting & Awards, Havdalah to follow

Lexi Nicodemus - Rabinovitz Family Youth Volunteer of the Year
Bonnie Penix - Nancy and Dick Bernheimer Distinguished Service Award
Ted London - Volunteer of the Year

CBI will provide the main dish & drinks. Last names starting with A - L, please bring a salad or veggie side
dish for 8-10 people. Last names starting with M - Z, please bring a dessert for 8 –10 people. Thank you!

Worship
Thursday, June 1
9:15am Yizkor Service
Friday, June 2
7:00pm Pre-Shabbat
Meditation
7:30pm Shabbat Service
Saturday, June 3
9:00am Torah Study
10:30am Mini Minyan
10:30am Kavanah Shabbat
Morning Service
Friday, June 9
6:00pm Tot Shabbat Service
6:30pm 2nd Shabbes Dinner
7:30pm Shabbat Service
Blessing of the
Confirmation Class &
BISY Installation
Saturday, June 10
9:00am Torah Study
10:30am Shabbat
Morning Service
Natalie Michaels,
Bat Mitzvah
Friday, June 16
7:30pm Shabbat Service
Saturday, June 17
9:00am Torah Study
10:30am Shabbat Morning
Service
Sasha Steinberg,
Bat Mitzvah
Friday, June 23
7:30pm Shabbat Service
Saturday, June 24
9:00am Torah Study
10:30am Shabbat Morning
Service
Friday, June 30
7:30pm Shabbat Service
Drash: Adi Katav,
Camp Shelanu Shaliach
Saturday, July 1
9:00am Torah Study
10:30am Shabbat Morning
Service
Friday, July 7
7:30pm Shabbat Service

Saturday, July 8
9:00am Torah Study
10:30am Shabbat
Morning Service
Friday, July 14
7:30pm Shabbat Service
Saturday, July 15
9:00am Torah Study
10:30am Shabbat Morning
Service

Friday, July 21
7:30pm Shabbat Service
Saturday, July 22
9:00am Torah Study
10:30am Shabbat Morning
Service
Friday, July 28
7:30pm Shabbat Service
Saturday, July 29
9:00am Torah Study
10:30am Shabbat Morning
Service

Second Shabbes and
Tot Shabbat resume
on September 8, 2017

Note from the Editor
There is a 350-word limit on articles for the
Koleinu. Deadline for all issues is the first
day of the month preceding the
publication date. The Koleinu is published
bimonthly: Dec/Jan; Feb/Mar; Apr/May;
June/Jul; Aug/Sept; Oct/Nov. Please send
your articles to koleinu@bnais.com in a
Word document. Advertising in the
Koleinu is easy! Please contact Abbie at
communications@bnais.com for more
information, including rates.

Kavanah Shabbat Service, June 3
Please join us for the last Kavanah
Shabbat service of the year 5777 on
Saturday, June 3, at 10:30 am in the
Harry M. Tonkin Memorial Chapel at
Congregation B’nai Israel. Kavanah
Shabbat blends traditional communal
prayer and the chanting of the weekly
parsha (Torah portion) with song,
Jewish chants, silent prayer, and
moments of meditation and reflection.
The service will be led by Deni
Deutsch Marshall, a Jewish Spiritual
Director and Mindfulness teacher,
accompanied by Peggy Goldstein,
Elizabeth Landsberg, Sandy Lee, and
Steve Marshall. For more information,
please contact the Congregation B’nai
Israel office at 916-446-4861, or Deni
Deutsch Marshall at 916-803-5699.

Save the Date – Meditation Sessions
Begin on Thursday, October 12
Ever think of deepening your Jewish
spiritual journey? Two of the most
effective and enriching methods are
meditation and mindfulness, and sharing
both with a friend!
Please save the date: Thursday, October
12, from 7:00 to 8:00 pm to join us in
creating a meditation chevreh (from the
Hebrew root chaver – friend) to carry
forward the positive energy from the
High Holidays. This is for new and
experienced meditators alike. Teachers
Deni Marshall and Sandy Kaufman look
forward to sharing the many paths to
Jewish mindfulness in a supportive
communal environment.
After the creation of the chevreh, this
program will continue on Thursday
evenings with monthly focuses on
different types of Jewish meditation and
mindfulness exercises.
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Worship
Our B’nai Mitzvot
Natalie Michaels,
June 10
Hello! My name is Natalie
Michaels and I attend
Natomas Charter School Performing and Fine Arts
Academy. In my spare time I
love to draw, bake, listen to music, and hang out
with friends. In the past year I was on the
competitive rock climbing team at Pipeworks and
have just begun rowing with the River City Rowing
Club.
For my mitzvah project, I worked with CCHAT
Sacramento (Children’s Choice for Hearing and
Talking). It is a program that works with kids with
moderate to severe hearing loss and allows them
to have a learning experience tailored to their
specific needs. I organized and ran the crafts and
activities for their annual Open House. It was a
very meaningful and fulfilling experience. I am
hard of hearing and so I feel a strong personal
bond with the kids at CCHAT.
I hope that you will attend my Bat Mitzvah
service on June 10. The support of this
congregation means a lot to me. I’d also like to
thank my friends and family for being so
supportive throughout this journey. You have
made it so much more fun and meaningful. I am
really excited to become a Bat Mitzvah!

Sasha Steinberg,
June 17
Hi, my name is Sasha
Steinberg! I am 12 years old
and a 7th grader at Genevieve
Didion K-8. I enjoy drawing,
cooking, and listening to
music. I also love to spend time with my friends
and family, as well as my dog, Nicky. For my
mitzvah project, I have decided to collect and
donate denim clothes to Sacramento Food Bank
and Family Services, a local organization that helps
low-income families get back on their feet. I hope
to see you at my Bat Mitzvah on June 17!

Become an Adult B’nai Mitzvah!
Classes Start in the Fall
Have you thought about becoming a Bar or Bat
Mitzvah? In this 18-month class, taught by Cantor
Julie Steinberg, you will study beginning Hebrew,
explore the richness of Torah, and learn to chant
Torah and Haftarah. You will also study the liturgy of
the Siddur (prayerbook) and be able to lead the
Shabbat service. This course will deepen your
knowledge of and connection to Judaism, and will
culminate in a group B'nai Mitzvah service on
Saturday, May 11, 2019 (parshat Kedoshim)!
Dates: Tuesdays, October 17, 2017, through May 7,
2019, 6:30 - 8:00 pm, in the Library
Prerequisite: Introductory Hebrew instruction via
the Aleph-Bet class. Tentative dates for this class are
Sunday mornings, September 17 and 24, October 1
and 8, 2017 (exact times TBA). If these dates don’t
work for you, or if you have any questions about your
level of Hebrew knowledge, please contact Cantor
Julie Steinberg at jsteinberg50@gmail.com.
This class is limited to B'nai Israel members. Fee:
$300 (does not include a separate $20 fee for the
Aleph-Bet class). Scholarships are available. To
register, please contact the CBI office at
rsvp@bnais.com.
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President’s Message
What Really Counts
Happy Shavuot! The days of Sefirah
have passed. We completed the
Counting of the Omer to
commemorate the Giving of the
Torah to the Jewish people. And to
eat all the dairy we want!
Forgive the indulgence, tinged with
sentiment, as I begin a different
Counting: 30 days, to be precise.
June 30 will be my last day as president of
Congregation B’nai Israel. Even now that sounds like a
mistake – that I, a wilde chaya nearly kicked out of
Hebrew school, should be given the honor and
responsibility to serve as president. But I’ve
approached the job in earnest and tried my best to
address the issues and attend to the going concerns
of our synagogue and congregation. And it all comes
down to the incredible work of our clergy, staff,
trustees, committee chairs, and countless volunteers.
We truly have an amazing group of people here at
B’nai Israel.
Of course, the real strength of our community
comes from your participation and prayer. B’nai Israel
is a dynamic and inclusive community, and we
continue to see growth in our membership and
programming, outreach, and community support. In
the past two years we have looked inward in our
dialogue on Israel, looked outward to assist refugee
families in the Sacramento area, looked intently and
critically at social and racial injustice and inequities in
our society, looked with a progressive and pluralistic
eye on the Western Wall where the Women of the
Wall pray with Rudy’s Torah, and taken a decisive
stand to protect the strangers amongst us – our
undocumented neighbors – by declaring our
synagogue a Sanctuary Congregation. And all the
while sharing the holidays and life-cycle events
together as a community.
Everything we do here at B’nai Israel comes at a
cost, though – the very real costs of employing clergy
and staff, maintaining our facilities, and paying our
bills. And we have, for too long, been understaffed
relative to the size of our congregation, and have too
long a list of deferred maintenance. The situation has
become acute, as the demands of a growing and
more active congregation have put tremendous
strains on our staff and facilities. Unfortunately, we
have not seen a commensurate growth in our

revenues. Despite rising costs over the past decade,
increased membership, and increased dues, our gross
revenues remain flat and have even decreased marginally.
We continue to work within the restrictive confines of an
approximate $1.1 million to $1.2 million annual budget. The
Board of Trustees remains fiscally conservative, cutting
costs where we can, and never dipping into our savings
(we endured the Great Recession without spending our
savings).
The Board of Trustees just approved the budget for
fiscal year 2017/18. Based on very conservative revenue
projections, we forecast a budget deficit of approximately
$7,000. We will make every effort to fill that gap during
the year, but do not feel that the small deficit is a cause
for concern. We have projected small deficits over the
past few years and managed to end with a slight surplus.
Our bigger concern is that we have insufficient resources
to fully accommodate the increased activities and growing
membership at B’nai Israel.
Therefore, I close my term as president with a heartfelt
thank you and an urgent plea to please do the following
before July 1: (1) pay off any remaining balance on your
pledged dues for the current fiscal year; (2) pay any pastdue Religious School and Kesher fees; (3) make your
pledge for the 2017/18 fiscal year; and (4) consider
increasing your pledge for the next fiscal year. I want to
stress that B’nai Israel does not turn away congregants
based upon their ability to pay. We rely on you to
determine for yourselves what you can pay. But there is a
difference between what you can afford to pay and what
you feel like paying. Please consider not simply what the
synagogue does for you, but what we do for all of our
congregants, and the greater Sacramento community.
Together, we have a tremendous impact on the Jewish
vibrancy of Sacramento. Please then, as you make your
annual pledge, give considerable thought to the true cost
of fully supporting our synagogue (approximately $2,800
per membership unit) and our actual revenues
(approximately $1,900 per membership unit).
Finally, safely assuming that Bina Lefkovitz is elected our
next president, please welcome her in assuming her new
role at B’nai Israel. I know you will show her the same
support that I have been so fortunate to receive. And I
know that Bina will excel as president, improving our
institutional governance and structure, and strengthening
our communal bonds and outreach. And my wish for Bina
is that she will find the same fulfilment, joy, and pride that
I have as president of Congregation B’nai Israel.
Thank you, sincerely, fully, and always.
Alan M. Steinberg, President (30 days and counting!)
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Women of B’nai Israel
Area Day is Coming!

The Brotherhood
Note From the ‘Hood

by Jeff Rabinovitz, President, CBI Brotherhood
By Sandy Lee, President, Women of B’nai Israel
Looking for something fun and
Summertime and the livin’ is
educational this summer? Then
easy! I hope you are all gearing
we’ve got an event for you! The
up for the summer. Trips, BBQ,
Women of B’nai Israel is proud to be
beaches – don’t forget the sunhosting the Women of Reform
screen. Your Brotherhood is busy
Judaism-Pacific District Area Day on
trying to do fun stuff. Coming
Sunday, July 16, at Congregation
real soon is our annual meeting.
B’nai Israel. Women from sisterhoods/womens’
It is scheduled for June 11, and by now you should
groups all over northern California will be
have seen emails and other information. Please
converging in Sacramento for this annual event.
attend. Then on June 17 is our River Cats game.
This year’s Area Day, which is scheduled from
Come out to see the baby Giants, eat some good
9:00 am to 3:00 pm, will be structured around the
ballpark grub, and enjoy the fellowship of other
theme of “Leading from a New Place.” In the spirit
CBI members.
of that theme, there will be workshops covering a
As you know, our major catering events are the
variety of topics on Sunday morning and afternoon, bar/bat mitzvot that we cater. Jon Meltzer asks
as well as a “hands-on” social action project. We
for volunteers for these events, reminding you
will be creating Kindness Kits for distribution to the
that all of our profits go right to the temple. Just
homeless; these kits will include a variety of items
to prove it to you, I am pleased to report that bethat have been suggested by several groups
cause of a good year we gave the Confirmation
providing services to the homeless.
class $1000 and the Religious School $1500. We
To kick off Area Day, a program and discussion
can’t do this without your support by joining
will take place on Saturday, July 15, at a WBI
Brotherhood and helping out in the kitchen. This
member’s home. This program will focus on how to year we will be doubling the volunteers’ salary!
“Connect With Your Community Through Social
Yep, two times nothing is, well, nothing. But
Action,” using issues related to social justice
there have not been any volunteers who have
programs and activities in which our groups can
not had a really good time. Please answer the call
engage.
to help.
Area Day is the perfect time to reconnect with
We are trying to present fun activities. Every
women you’ve met at past events, meet new
few months we do our Boyz’ Nite Out at some
women, and make new friends with women from
local eatery. Well, we are going to try to present
other Reform Congregations in Northern
activities that may be more informal and are of
California. This event only happens once a year and
great interest to our board. As an example, Gary
hasn’t been held in Sacramento in a long time. WBI
Sibner and I are very interested in wine. We may
will pay the registration fee for every WBI member
just decide to go wine tasting and send out an
who wants to attend Area Day. There will be many
email with a date and meeting time. Very inforvolunteer opportunities to help with registration,
mal, but should be fun if you enjoy our foothills
setup, etc. Please watch for more information to
wines. There are other members with different
follow in your emails and the weekly Chadashot.
interests who may send out an email to let you
Please save the date of July 16 to participate in an
know they are going to do some other activity.
amazing day! Questions? Please feel free to contact
So be sure to pay your dues so we have you in
our co-chairs for this event, Lindie Henderson at
our database. This is your Brotherhood and we
llhenderson1@gmail.com or Caryn Mizzi at
want you to enjoy as you perform a mitzvah.
carynmizzi@gmail.com.
Stay well and let me know if your Brotherhood
We look forward to seeing you there!
can help you in any way.
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Religious School Education
School’s Out … Or Is It?

I head to New York later this month for two
intensive weeks of classes on the topics of North
By Denise Crevin,
American Jewish Education and Educational
Education Administrator
Leadership. As I look forward to this opportunity
It’s summer, and along with the
(and challenge!), I know that this experience will
season come thoughts of
have effects beyond what I learn in the classroom.
sunshine, swimming, picnics, and
I also know that the experiences you and our
lazy days. But just because
students have this summer will impact our early
school’s out doesn’t mean the
childhood, religious school, family education, and
learning stops.
teen education programs in the future.
John Dewey, an influential voice
When we learn, it opens up new avenues of
in education reform during the
interest
and possibilities. And this is a place where
early 20th century, stated, “Education is not
we make it possible to connect that learning to your
preparation for life; education is life itself.” I’d say
Judaism and create personal meaning. I hope that
that’s an apt description, especially for how we “do” all of you have opportunities this summer that lead
education at Congregation B’nai Israel. In living our to new knowledge and new questions that we can
Jewish lives by participating, connecting, taking
build on in the future.
action, and questioning, we are learning as well as
!( ליהנות בקיץEnjoy summer!)
teaching others by example.

Celebrating Israel’s 69th birthday with CBI’s Religious School!
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Adult Education
Grandeur and Spiritual Audacity. Rabbi Heschel
(1907-1972), PhD, was one of the most important
theologians of the 20th century. He was
internationally known as a scholar, author, activist,
and theologian. Moral Grandeur and Spiritual
Audacity is a collection of his essays that helps the
reader understand the deep roots that social justice
has in the Jewish faith and tradition. Heschel helps us
understand how Judaism demands that we live by
our values. Handouts will be available at each
session; purchase of the book is not required. Dropins and newcomers are welcome! Bring a brown bag
lunch. There is no fee. (Note: no Religious Ethics on
June 27, or in July.)

Adult Education: Year-End
Thank-Yous
By Terri and Jonathan Cristy, Co-chairs,
Adult Education Committee
As we wrap up 2016-17, we’d like to thank the
members of the Adult Education Committee for all
the time and effort they have contributed to make
this year’s programming possible: Bruce and Morgan
Deutsch, Jon Meltzer, Byron Miller, MaryAnn
Misenhimer, Steve Orkand, Sunny Romer, Sean Ward,
Jennifer Webb, and Ruthann Ziegler. Your work is
greatly appreciated!
We’re now starting to plan our programs for
2017-18. More information will be available in the
August/September issue of the Koleinu and via the
weekly Education Chadashot (which will be on hiatus
over the summer but will start up again in August).
Finally, thank you to everyone who has attended
any of our classes or presentations. You are the
reason our committee exists! If you have any
suggestions for Adult Education programming, or if
you’d like to participate in our planning by joining the
Adult Education Committee (even better!), please
contact us at cristyjt@comcast.net or
916-638-8108.

July Classes and Events
Israeli Dancing
Tuesdays, July 11, 18, and 25, 7:00 – 9:00 pm, Social
Hall (no Israeli dancing on July 4)
Coming Attractions – Save the Dates!
Scholar-in-Residence: “What Kind of Jewish World
Will Our Children Inherit?”
Prof. Aaron J. Hahn Tapper
Sunday, October 15, 10:45 am – 12:00 noon and
1:00 – 2:15 pm, Chapel
Professor Aaron Tapper, Associate Professor of
Jewish Studies at the University of San Francisco, will
give two compelling lectures:
Jewish Futures: 20th and 21st century Jewish
communities have been incredibly anxious about
what the future has in store for Jews. What are
some of the major trends in the Jewish world
today and what do they tell us about what lies
ahead? What kind of Jewish world are we leaving
for our children? (10:45 am – 12:00 noon)
Whose Story Is It? Deconstructing and
Reconstructing Jewish Stories: When teaching
about Jews and and the various practices of
Judaism, which voices are included and which
ones are left out? Do we reinforce only dominant
perspectives? Do we make sure to include those
on the margins? How do we allow Judaism to
evolve? (1:00 – 2:15 pm)
Lunch is planned between the two sessions. Please
save the date! More details to follow.

Lifelong Jewish Learning – June and July
Classes and Events
June Classes and Events
Israeli Dancing ▪ Tuesdays, June 6, 13, 20, and 27,
7:00 – 9:00 pm, Social Hall
This fun-filled evening begins with instruction for
beginners from 7:00 - 7:45 pm. Beginning at 7:45 pm,
we take requests and learn intermediate to advanced
dances. We enjoy circle and line dances, from the
classics to some of the newest dances coming out of
Israel. This is a welcoming group of mostly adults, but
teens and children are invited, too. Please wear
tennis or soft-soled shoes.
Fee: $5 donation. For more information, please
contact Jeanette Salkin, 916-799-7213.
Religious Ethics in the 21st Century ▪ Rabbi Alfi
Tuesday, June 13, noon – 1:00 pm, Library
Each session of Religious Ethics will focus on an
essay from Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel’s Moral
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Social Action
Sustainable Living Committee
Gan Organic - CBI’s Community Garden
Much appreciation to the 2016/17 3rd grade Religious School class, taught by Shayna Horowitz, for all of
their help in the garden! On Mitzvah Day they worked with Terri Gaines to spread wood chips created
from the sycamore trees that were removed along Riverside Boulevard. Despite the frequent rains during
the school year, the class enthusiastically weeded, planted, and maintained vegetable, herb, and flower
beds. Many thanks also to Amelia Lorenzo, Chuck Rosenberg, and Sue Rosenberg for being garden
volunteers this spring.
During the summer, Camp Shelanu participants will be active in the garden, planting and maintaining
the beds, making compost, and harvesting!
Additional volunteers are needed to keep Gan Organic thriving! There are a variety of ways to get
involved, either for a one-time workday or as an ongoing helper. No garden experience is necessary.
Please contact Sue Rosenberg for more information or to sign up (susanarosenberg@gmail.com or 916835-4097 for calls/ texts).
Landscaping Project along Riverside Boulevard
Many thanks to everyone involved in the Tu B’Shevat tree planting! The Western Redbud tree is now
hooked up to a drip irrigation system, thanks to Bernie Marks and Chuck Rosenberg. Plans are being
developed to convert this area into an attractive, drought-tolerant landscape in the fall.

American River Parkway Stewardship
Help clean up the Parkway along Mile 17 at Rossmoor Bar (start time for all dates is 9:00 am):
Friday, June 9
Sunday, July 9
Friday, August 4
With all of the heavy rains and high water levels of the winter and spring, a lot of debris has moved down
the river. Please contact Todd Mendell for more information or to join a monthly cleanup
(ptmendell@comcast.net or 916-684-6734).
If you would like to get involved with the CBI Sustainable Living Committee, please contact Chuck Rosenberg
(chuckrosehill@gmail.com).

Habitat for Humanity’s Build for Unity (Multi-Faith Project)
The Build for Unity project through Habitat for Humanity is nearly complete! Two brand new homes will
be ready to dedicate to two refugee families in June. Many of our CBI congregants have contributed their
time building these homes from the ground up.
There will be a dedication ceremony on Thursday, June 22,
at the build site (more details TBA), where all of the faith
groups involved with the project will come together as one
community. It takes a community to build a community
(Habitat). For more information contact Sharon Rogoff at
michaelandsharon@comcast.net.
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Social Action
Immigration and Refugee Assistance Committee
Standing Up for the Vulnerable
Refugee Update: One happy 2nd grader! Thanks again to the generosity of our
congregants, a bike (and helmet) were donated and delivered to one of our newly-arrived
Afghan refugee families. There are many moments like this for the CBI volunteer team.
Another volunteer has been helping a father practice for his DMV driving test. Recently
Mustafa Orya, from Kabul, spoke to our Confirmation Class and shared his experiences
about life in Afghanistan and his new life in Sacramento with his wife and son. There are
so many ways to support these families as they resettle, so if you are interested, please
contact Maryann Rabovsky (mrabovsky@gmail.com).
Immigration Sanctuary Update: When our Sanctuary Plan is activated, our CBI
committee will be responsible for all aspects of the physical sanctuary and for meeting the daily living
needs of our immigrant guests. Help will be needed in several areas: providing meals, doing laundry,
overnight accompaniment, and driving (if needed), among other things. Please add your name to our list
of volunteers by emailing Maryann at mrabovsky@gmail.com.

Family Promise
The Family Promise Committee – Sandy Kaufman, Ann Soloway, and Helen
Nusbaum – are so grateful for the amazing congregation we have at B’nai Israel.
The multipurpose room, where we eat and play all week, was graced with several
beautiful vases of flowers, a welcome board, balloons, and individual gift boxes
filled with goodies that delighted all the kids. Thank you to Diann Gruen, Vicki
Weiner , and the PreK-Kinder class for sharing your room, your generous hearts,
and the great lessons you are teaching the next generation. A special thank you goes to Rachael Horsley
for bringing “Bobby’s Blankets” in memory of her son. Each family member received a blanket of their
own. Another special thank you to Samantha Feigenbaum, who brought a recycled art project to offer.
Jonah Howe did an awesome mitzvah project with us, playing with the kids and helping in the kitchen.
Noah Zerbo and Dylan Hirschensohn came back for a couple of nights, because it is so much fun! Our staff
at BI is amazing – Leslie, Denise, and Tom helped the week go smoothly. We cannot individually name all
the volunteers who contributed by setting up, cleaning up, making meals, staying overnight, and doing
the laundry! Please know that it takes a community to create a warm and welcoming feeling, and we
couldn’t do it without each and every one of you!
We will be hosting again during the week of August 27; please let us know if you would like to join us!
Next year Sharon Rogoff will take the lead with Helen by her side. We are looking for two more
volunteers as Sandy and Ann step down. For more information on Family Promise, please visit
familypromise.org.

Committee Working With Sacramento ACT (Area Congregations Together)
CBI is a member of Sacramento Area Congregations Together, an interfaith community organizing
coalition. Several of our members work closely with other congregations to advocate for students and
parents on issues of mental health services, school climate, and social and emotional learning in the
Sacramento City Unified School District and other local districts. Contact Jason Weiner
(jason.weiner@gmail.com) if you want to get involved!
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We Thank Our Contributors
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Maxine Boshes for Ethan Huggins’ Bar Mitzvah service
Sandora DiFiore and Stephen Gilbert in honor of Rabbi Alfi receiving the T’ruah Rabbinical Human
Rights Hero Award
Shelley and Wesley Ellinghouse in gratitude to Rabbi Alfi for making the wedding ceremony beautiful
for Mark and Sophie Ellinghouse
Mandy and Marcia Greene in honor of Rabbi Alfi’s love and support during Marcia’s hospitalization
Todd and Jennifer Kaufman
Martin and JoAnn Solov in honor of Rabbi Alfi receiving the Human Rights Hero award
Morgan Spiller-Deutsch for life’s blessings
Suzy Underwood in gratitude to Rabbi Alfi for the shloshim for her mother

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Maxine Boshes for Ethan Huggins’ Bar Mitzvah service
Mandy and Marcia Greene in honor of Cantor Steinberg’s love and support during Marcia’s hospitalization
Suzy Underwood in gratitude to Cantor Steinberg for the shloshim for her mother

Educator’s Discretionary Fund

Susan Stieber in honor of the 100th birthday of Adeline Lerner, Marsha Young’s mother

Adult Education Enrichment Fund
Jonathan and Terri Cristy for the yahrzeit of Marjorie Kiser

Jonathan and Robin Meltzer in honor of Lindie and Ken Henderson’s anniversary and in honor of Paul and
Marci Ortega’s anniversary
Morgan Spiller-Deutsch for life’s blessings

Caring Community Fund
Gordon and Vida Adelman in memory of Ted Moon
Cairn and Jeff Aran in loving memory of Pennie Aran
Roslyn and Bob Dinsfriend in memory of Laura Kentwortz
Susan Goodwin in memory of Tom Dula, brother of Gaby Siegel and brother-in-law of Jimmy Siegel
Carole Kovnick
Martin and JoAnn Solov

Carl Naluai, Jr. Music Fund
Tom McElheney in honor of Linda Baron and the gift of her music
Suzy Underwood in gratitude to Rabbi Alfi for the shloshim for her mother

College Care Package Fund
Suzy Underwood in gratitude to Rabbi Alfi for the shloshim for her mother
Kent and Nanette Wong

Flower Fund
Bonnie Penix in honor of Ronni Riemer’s special birthday
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Endowment Fund – General
Cairn and Jeff Aran in honor of Alan and Gretchen Steinberg’s outstanding congregational leadership

Endowment Fund – Sanctuary and Worship
Todd and Jennifer Kaufman in memory of Ted Moon

General/Yahrzeit Fund
Gordon and Vida Adelman
Bonnie Greenberg
Judah and Karun Grossman in memory of Karun’s grandfather, Murray Robinson
Zelda Schule in memory of Reuben and Abraham Goldshef

Immigration/Refugee Assistance Fund
Sandora DiFiore and Stephen Gilbert in honor of Rabbi Mona Alfi receiving the T’ruah Rabbinical Human
Rights Hero Award
Jacqueline Fields for Cecile Kaplan on the loss of Laura and for Jean Ismail on the loss of Michael
Peggy and David Goldstein in honor of the most wonderful chavurah
Angelika and Daniel Rooney for David Goldstein’s birthday
For David Goldstein’s 80th birthday, from his chavurah:
Jeff and Cairn Aran
Roslyn Benkle
Bruce and Barbara Berg
David Brubaker and Elaine Berghausen
Carol Goodman
Lindie and Ken Henderson
Steve and Deni Marshall

Israeli Dancing Fund
Dr. Elaine Silver-Melia
Morgan Spiller-Deutsch for life’s blessings

Len Maintenance Fund
Eric Wiesenthal and Eileen Jacobowitz in gratitude to Steve Marshall for his time and talent spent on
the 2017 Purimspiel

Oneg Shabbat Fund
Cairn and Jeff Aran in honor of Ken and Lindie Henderson’s untiring commitment to
Congregation B’nai Israel

Oscar Bloom Legal Aid Fund

Lawrence Levin on the occasion of his 74th birthday

Religious School Scholarship Fund
Barbara Berg in memory of Carol Moon Goldberg’s father, Ted Moon
Eric Wiesenthal and Eileen Jacobowitz in memory of Carol Moon Goldberg’s father, Ted Moon
11

(Continued on page 12)

We Thank Our Contributors
(Continued from page 11)

Sanctuary Legal Fund
Cheryl and Francis Bremson
Jonathan and Terri Cristy for a speedy recovery to Kathi Kalnoki
Robert Dresser
Hal and Anne Eisenberg
Steven Goldberg and Carol Moon Goldberg
Dr. Paul and Denise Gottlieb
Judy and Michael Hersher
Irwin Karp
Jonathan Kaufman and Joanna Potenza
Brian and Dorothy Landsberg
Elizabeth Landsberg and Gordon Dean in honor of Dorothy Landsberg’s birthday
Rachel Landsberg
Drew Mendelson and Susan Aguilar
MaryAnn Misenheimer and Alex Kelter
David and Eve Panush
Jeff and Hope Rabinovitz
Michael and Ann Rothschild
“ What can’t be achieved
Laura Rosenthal
Eileen and Howard Sarasohn
in one lifetime will happen
JoAnn and Martin Solov
when one lifetime is joined
Jay Schenirer and Bina Lefkovitz
to another.”
Women of B’nai Israel

NOTABLE QUOTE

Security Fund
Kent Newton and Bill Slaton

~ Rabbi Harold Kushner

Social Action Fund
C. C. Cantor in memory of Louise Dowden
Elizabeth Landsberg and Gordon Dean thank you to Rabbi and Cantor for their support
Sandra Lee in memory of Herbert Mendell
Bonnie Penix in memory of Herbert Mendell
Martin and JoAnn Solov in memory of Herbert Mendell
Susanne Sommer for the yahrzeit of Marga Grunwald
Eric Wiesenthal and Eileen Jacobowitz in memory of Herbert Mendell

Sosnick Library Fund
Katherine Severson for the yahrzeit of John Allen

Worship Fund
Bernie Marks in memory of Laja and Josef Makowski; a donation to replace the silver bells
and a yad for CBI’s Torahs
Patrick Touch
Donations listed as of May 1, 2017. To make a donation to any of these funds or to receive a full listing of all
the funds available, please contact our office at 916-446-4861 or operations@bnais.com, or visit our website
at www.bnais.com.
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Stars and S’mores
Intergenerational Retreat
By Ted London, Chairperson
The Stars and S’mores weekend was an amazing
and memorable event. First, let me give a big thanks
to the Stars and S’mores Committee, Denise Crevin,
Rabbi Alfi, Cantor Steinberg, Michael Hersher, and all
of our congregants who led programming during the
weekend. This was truly a community effort of our
large Temple family.
The weekend was truly magical for the 57 families
and 180 members who attended (an attendance increase of more than 50% from the prior retreat). This
was a wonderful time to unwind in a beautiful setting in the foothills between Napa and Sonoma.
There was great camaraderie, a song-filled campfire,
nature walks, yoga, arts and crafts, and much more.
Comments we received about the weekend included
the following: “Everyone was friendly and welcoming.” “The weather was perfect!” “Combination of
nature, spirituality, and community.” “Good variety
of activities to choose from.”

We surveyed the people who attended, and I am
happy to report that on a 5-point scale we
received the following scores:
Camp weekend overall: 4.8
How likely you would attend again: 4.5
How likely you would be to recommend Stars
and S’mores to a friend: 4.8
If you missed Stars and S’mores, we are already
discussing a date for our next Stars and S’mores
retreat in early 2019. While it is a long way off, it will
give us plenty of time to plan and make the next
retreat even better. You won’t want to miss it!

Note from the Editor –
Stepping Down, Stepping Up
Dear Fellow Congregants,
Thank you for all these years of trust in me to give
you, via the Koleinu, the information that you needed
to participate in our B’nai Israel congregational life. I
have taken the responsibility seriously, and have
worked to make the Koleinu the best, most accurate
publication I could.
Of course, I didn’t do this by myself. It was gratifying
to work with many others: our clergy, Mandy Greene,
Barbara Rogers, Stacia Levy, Terri Cristy, and, more
recently, Abbie Blackman. We became good teams
and friends as well.
After some 14 years of being involved with the
Koleinu, as a proofreader, copy editor, and later editor,
I have decided to step down. I am handing the task to
our terrific proofreader/copy editor Terri Cristy, who
has graciously accepted it. Both Rabbi Alfi and
President Alan Steinberg are comfortable with this
change.
Terri has worked with me for the past four years,
and has provided invaluable assistance. Her
background includes both paid and and unpaid work
as an editor for 40 years. Her work experience
includes the Indiana Jewish Post and Opinion, Curtis
Publishing Company, the California Test Bureau/
McGraw Hill, and the publications department of a
Silicon Valley defense contractor. She also edited
school newsletters as a volunteer. Wow!
Terri is more than capable of taking on this post. I
will have been her mentor on this issue, and by the
August/September (High Holy Days) issue, I know she
and Abbie will be fine.
I am not going anywhere! I will still be in
Sacramento, and a CBI member, taking part in WBI
activities, social action, and the Wine & Food Festival,
and attending services and adult education. Mostly I
will carve out more time in my life to visit my son and
grandchildren in Seattle, and sometimes I’ll just relax!
It has been my privilege and pleasure to get to know
many of you through my work on the Koleinu. I hope
Terri will find the experience extremely rewarding as
well. Thank you again for your confidence in me, for
your help, and for your friendship.
Sincerely,
Bonnie Penix
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... to Bonnie Penix, who received an "Unsung Heroine" Award at the Founder's Day Luncheon of
the National Council of Jewish Women (NCJW),
Sacramento Section. The award is given to those
… to Bernie Marks for so many accomplishments who have consistently worked behind the scenes
and recognitions!
to improve the quality of life for women, children,
For his eloquent remarks in support of
and families. Bonnie was honored for her efforts
immigrants and refugees, made during a March 28 to publicize elder abuse, for donating muchforum hosted by Sacramento County Sheriff Scott needed supplies, and for her work to promote
Jones and the acting administrator of Immigration the NCJW at community events. Also honored by
and Customs Enforcement (ICE). “History is not
the NCJW for their behind-the-scenes community
on your side,” Bernie told Sheriff Jones, in rework were Sharon Cohen and Dale Shaw.
marks that went viral, and were published in
… to the 17th Annual Wine and Food Festival chair
newspapers around the country (including the
Washington Post) and around the world (in London Greg Hubbs and the following committee members for another successful festival: Steve
and Israel, among other locations).
Goldberg, Jonathan Groveman, Wendy Hubbs,
For being recognized in a “Resolution of the
Eileen Jacobowitz, Mark Koenigsberg, Margo
Board of Supervisors, Honoring the Life and
LaBayne, Jenna Lange, Elliott Mulberg, Bonnie
Contributions of Bernard Marks, Holocaust
Penix, Patricia Porter, Hope Rabinovitz, Alex
Survivor and Educator,” adopted by the SacraSwedlow, Steven Tincher, and the CBI staff.
mento County Board of Supervisors on April
25.The resolution commended “MR. BERNARD
… to Dan and Joan Gorfain, who will celebrate
MARKS for his courage, compassion and lifetime
their 50th wedding anniversary in July.
of work in which he has dedicated himself to
…to Fran Levy on the birth of her granddaughter,
telling the difficult lessons of history so that the
Avital Kinneret Gan Levy. Her proud parents are
tragic events of his time are not repeated.”
Jeff Levy and Becca Weaver. Avital was born on
For yet another inspiring op-ed in the
April 14 weighing 7 lb 5 oz and was 18.5 inches
Sacramento Bee (published Sunday, April 96),
long.
drawing on his own experiences in the Holocaust
… to Barbara Rogers, B’nai Israel’s former adminto empathize with the fear that today’s
istrative assistant, on a recently celebrated
immigrants (legal and undocumented) are
milestone birthday. After 5+ years of contributing
currently living with, and warning of the dangers
to the smooth running of our congregation,
of hate speech and actions in today’s political
Barbara left her position last May and is now
climate.
enjoying a well-deserved retirement.
... to Deni Marshall, who was honored for her
kindness and support to refugees Ayhan and Zlata From the Koleinu staff: Please help us celebrate
our congregants’ achievements and special
Durak with a Hebrew letter in the Global Unity
occasions! Engagements, weddings, births,
Torah. This unique Torah, in which letters are
honors and awards, significant achievements –
inscribed on behalf of individuals who have done
some concrete good for another human being, is we want to know about them and acknowledge
them in this column. If you know of something
an initiative of the New York-based Afikim
that you think deserves a “mazel tov,” please
Foundation, which promotes “acts of kindness
send the information to koleinu@bnais.com. We
around the world.” The Torah was dedicated in
will include your submissions at the staff’s
Jerusalem on May 28.
discretion and as space permits.
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We Mourn Our Losses

TICVA Program on Sunday, June 25:
Anti-Semitism & Hate Crimes
in California & Beyond

Tom Dula

A Dialogue with Nancy Appel,
Associate Director, Anti-Defamation League,
Pacific Northwest Region
On Sunday, June 25, from 1:00 to 3:00 pm in the
Sanctuary, TICVA (The Israel Civil Voice Alliance)
will host a presentation by the Anti-Defamation
League (ADL) on “Anti-Semitism and Hate Crimes
in California and Beyond.”
The past year has seen a spike in divisive discourse and hateful activities throughout the
country, including California. Some of these have
been aimed at Jews, other minorities, and specific
immigrant groups, and have emboldened white
supremacy groups to rise up and speak out.
Unfortunately, this spike coincided with the 2016
presidential election. Several national
organizations, most notably the ADL and the
Southern Law Poverty Center, have documented
the recent trends in anti-Semitism and other hateful crime activities.
ADL’s presentation will address key questions,
including: What has been the trend in antiSemitism during and since the 2016 presidential
election? Is the current administration harboring
advisers with anti-Semitic pasts and attitudes? Is
the Alt Right fomenting hatred of Jews, nonwhites, and immigrants? Have hate crimes increased in California, the U.S., and the world?
What can we, as Jews and American citizens, do
to counteract recent trends and promote racial
and religious harmony in America?
To help plan for this event, RSVP to
TICVA.SacDavis@gmail.com. A donation of $5 or
more to TICVA will be greatly appreciated. TICVA
is grateful for the generous support of cosponsor
Congregation B’nai Israel, and for support from
Sacramento-Davis area congregations, the Leonard M. Friedman Bar Association, City Councilmember Jay Schenirer, the National Council of
Jewish Women (NCJW) Sacramento Section, and
many individuals like you.

Beloved brother of Gaby Siegel;
brother-in-law of James Siegel;
uncle of Jordana Siegel and Matt Heine,
and Erica Siegel and Jonathan Mello

Marilyn Hughes & Don Hughes, Sr.
Beloved parents of Don Hughes,
in-laws of Andy Mudryk,
grandparents of Sam Hughes

Kathy Layne
Beloved mother of Robb Layne,
mother-in-law of Marc Koenigsberg,
grandmother of Tyler Layne Koenigsberg

Herbert Mendell
Beloved father of Todd Mendell,
father-in-law of Paula Mendell

Ted Moon
Beloved father of Carol Moon Goldberg,
father-in-law of Steven Goldberg,
grandfather of Johanna and Adam Goldberg

Patricia Osuna
Beloved friend of Jason Lindo
and Michael Maslowski

Summer Shopping at our
Judaica Gift Shop
During the summer, the shop will be open the
following Tuesdays from 2:00 – 5:00 pm: June 6
and 20, July 11 and 25, and August 8 and 22. We’d
love to assist you in choosing special gifts for bar/
bat mitzvahs, weddings, and holidays.
We have beautiful ritual items, including
mezuzzot by Adi Sidler, Seeka, and Gary Rosenthal; necklaces and earrings by Ayala Bar, Orly,
Adaya, Yoolie, and other Israeli artists; and tallit
and kippot from Israel. Before schlepping all the
way to the Bay Area, visit the Jonas Goldman
Judaica Gift Shop. We think you’ll be pleasantly
surprised by our selection of gifts and ritual items.
If you have questions or can’t visit during our
regularly scheduled hours, call Jane Orkand,
916-365-5579, or Carole Kovnick, 916-974-0875,
for an appointment.
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are Israel. The tasks begun by … countless Jews
of the past, are now entrusted to us. No other
group has superseded them. We are the only
channel of Jewish tradition, those who must save
Judaism from oblivion, those who must hand over
the entire past to the generations to come. … We
will either forfeit or enrich the legacy of the ages.
Judaism is not a chapter in the history of
philosophy.”

L’Dor V’Dor – From Generation
to Generation
Meet Legacy Circle Member Jeff Aran
It's all about the people, Jeff says. The
connections built at CBI have opened pathways to
many cherished friendships, a wonderful chavurah,
and the opportunity to make a positive difference.
A longtime
participant in the
Purimspiel band, Jeff
loves that CBI is a
musical congregation
– he describes it as
one big sing-along.
Jeff and his late wife,
Pennie, joined
Congregation B’nai
Israel nearly 30 years
ago in the mid-1990s.
At the time, their son
was ready to start Religious School and B’nai Israel
was near their home. That was the beginning of
many years of being involved as a congregant,
parent, and volunteer. Jeff remarried, and his wife,
Cairn, along with their children – Michael, Michelle,
Cienna, and Aldo – are proud to be part of B'nai
Israel's ongoing story.
Like many who are active keeping CBI up and
running, Jeff served ten years on the Board in
numerous capacities and on many committees. He
was appointed to the Board of Trustees in 1998,
prior to the arson attack. During reconstruction, he
continued to serve in other positions, including Vice
President of Operations/Facilities and President
(2003-05). Jeff also served on the Brotherhood
Board and the Jewish Federation Board of
Directors. As he looks around the CBI campus, he is
proud and appreciative of the contributions so
many individuals and families have given to our
temple community.
Jeff is a member of the L’Dor v’Dor Legacy Circle
because, in the words of Abraham Joshua Heschel:
"What is at stake in our lives is more than the fate
of one generation. In this moment we, the living,

The L’Dor V’Dor Legacy Circle is made up of forwardthinking people who have made provisions for a gift to
our congregation in their
estate plans. Methods
and amounts vary, but
each gift adds to the
foundation on which our
congregation rests.
These donors are
providing for future generations just as those who came
before have done for us. In this issue of the Koleinu, and
in future editions, Legacy Circle members will be profiled
to thank them for their generosity and to illustrate the
variety of donors who wish to provide a legacy to
Congregation B’nai Israel. Please join the L’Dor V’Dor
Legacy Circle.

CBI is Coming to Your
Neighborhood Soon!
Has your busy life prevented you from coming
to services or attending other events at the
temple? This summer “Havdalah in the ‘Hood” is
coming to your neighborhood. CBI members
will open their homes to other temple members
living in their neighborhoods to share dinner and
a lay-led Havdalah service. Stay tuned for an
invitation in your email inbox.
Want more information? Please contact Laurel
Hollis at 916-718-2920 or lhollis@winfirst.com.
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Leisure League in June and July
Deborah Meltzer, Leisure League Coordinator, Jewish Federation of the Sacramento Region
The Jewish Federation Leisure League welcomes all congregants and their friends 55 years and up,
affiliated or not. $5 includes lunch and entertainment. RSVP is strongly requested for food planning. To
make a reservation or offer feedback/suggestions on programming, please call
916-486-0906, or email the coordinator at intheview@gmail.com.
Performance details are mailed out each month. To be added to our Leisure League
mailing list, please call 916-486-0906.
Wednesday, June 14, noon-2 pm - Temple Or Rishon, 7755 Hazel Ave., Orangevale
Back by Popular Demand: Master Flutist Laurel Zucker! – Virtuoso flutist Laurel
Zucker returns to Leisure League at the Einstein Center with another of her talented
music students to perform a flute duo concert by Mozart, Bach, Muzchinski, and many others.
Thursday, June 22, noon-2 pm - Albert Einstein Residence Center, 1935 Wright St., Sacramento
Welcome the UCP Players! – The UCP Players are part of the UCP of Sacramento and Northern California,
a nonprofit organization supporting individuals of varying abilities and differences since 1955. The Players
bring enormous passion and love for music and the arts to their captivating performances, and have been
mesmerizing audiences since the group's inception in 2013. Please join them for an all-inclusive sing-along
to the classics of the ‘50s, ‘60s, and ‘70s.
Wednesday, July 12, noon-2 pm - Temple Or Rishon, Welcome the UCP Players! See description above.
Thursday, July 27, noon-2 pm - Albert Einstein Residence Center - Program TBA
Leisure League is funded by the Jewish Federation of the Sacramento Region and the Trust Fund for the
Jewish Elderly.

Jewish Genealogical Society of Sacramento – June Meeting
Sunday, June 11, 10:00 am
"Oral Histories, Memoirs, and More" – Maryellen Burns
Personal narratives – autobiographies, oral histories, life history interviews, and memoirs – are an
important research tool for understanding the relationship between people and their cultural roots. The
stories we choose to tell and the stories we try to hide reveal us equally. Cultural historian Maryellen
Burns will share simple techniques for gathering stories from our immediate and distant families, friends,
and neighbors, plus uncovering diaries, journals, newspaper articles, photographs, objects, and other
items that reveal not only connection to our ancestors but insight into their personal struggles and
celebrations.
She’ll provide potential interview questions, information on how to read photographs, and keys to
understanding the importance of preserving objects cherished through the generations, and will share
ways to bring the stories we discover to life, by careful editing and storytelling techniques.
Maryellen Burns is the author of Lost Restaurants of Sacramento and Their Recipes and two other
books on food. She has received grants from Cal Humanities, the James Irvine Foundation, The National
Trust for Historic Preservation, and The Storytelling Network for projects to uncover neighborhood and
community history. She is currently working on the story of Rosa Sonneschein, a great aunt and
publisher of The American Jewess, the first independent English-language magazine published by and for
Jewish women in the United States.
All are welcome to attend the June 11 meeting of the Jewish Genealogical Society of Sacramento (JGSS)
at the Einstein Center, 1935 Wright Street, Sacramento. For more information about the JGSS, contact
Mort Rumberg at mortrumberg1@earthlink.net.
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2nd Shabbes Dinner at CBI, Friday, June 9
6:00pm Tot Shabbat Service | 6:30pm Dinner | 7:30pm Shabbat Service

June Menu
Chicken with figs
Bulgur pilaf with green peppercorns
Sweet potato and banana puree
Baby greens and maple-lime vinaigrette

Second Shabbes and
Tot Shabbat resume in
September 2017.

Adults $14, if reserved by the Wednesday before 2nd Shabbes; $16 after Wednesday.
Meals are complimentary for children 12 & under. RSVP to the office at 916-446-4861
Please mail your payment to: Congregation B’nai Israel • 3600 Riverside Blvd., Sacramento, CA 95818. Thank you!

Congregation B’nai Israel
3600 Riverside Blvd.,
Sacramento, CA 95818
www.bnais.com
916.446.4861
Fax: 916.446.2875
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