SCHEDULE

R M e
Candles 4:55PM
Mincha & Kabalas Shabbos 4:54 PM
Friday Night Learning with Chulent ~ 7:00 PM
WP naw av
Daf Yomi (@Main Shul 7:30 AM
SHACHARIS
(@Main Shul 6:50 AM
(@Main Shul 8:30 AM
Netz - 7:22 am | Sof Zman K”Sggggi‘% | Sof Zman Tefilah - 10:39 87
Followed by Kiddush
Mincha 2:15PM
Bnos @Upstairs Classroom 2:15PM
Mincha 4:45 PM
Followed by Shalosh Seudos
Maariv/Havdala (50min) 6:04 PM
Avos Ubanim 6:45 PM
=) © 51/31  mwa nxn am CANDLES NEXT

m 45/37  Ohel Moshe Weather

WEEKDAY MINYANIM
SHACHARIS
Sun-6:50 & 8:30
Monday-ROSH CHODESH-6:30, 7:50
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday- 6:45, 7:50
Thursday-6:35, 7:50
MINCHA & MAARIV

Mincha: Sunday - Thursday

1:45 PM

Mincha/Maariv: Sunday-Thursday 5:05 PM

Maariv: Sunday - Thursday

2

7:45 & 9:50 PM

SEE THE SHIURIM PAGE FOR THE LATEST
www.ochelmoshebaltimore.com/shiurim

AM Daf Yomi - Sha/Sun 7:30 AM ~ M-F 5:45 AM

PM Daf Yomi - Sun -Thu

Smichas Chaver Program - Sunday
Royal Tea - Mon

Daf Hashavua - Mon. & Wed.
Breathing Life - Monday

Holy Machlokes - Tuesday
Begging For More - Tuesday
Connections - Tuesday (for Women)

7:00 PM
9:15 AM
8:15PM
9:00 PM
9:10PM
9:00 PM
9:10 PM
8:00 PM

SPONSORSHIPS

KIDDUSH
@Hashkama

Sponsored by:

???

@Main Minyan

Sponsored by:

The Drabkin families
L'iluy Nishmas
Their mother and wife
Chaya Masya bas Asher HaCohen

SHALOSH SEUDOS

Sponsored by:

To sponsor this week or a future week email
kiddush@ohelmoshebaltimore.com

To sponsor a day of learning email
daven@ohelmoshebaltimore.com

Shul Contacts
Rabbi Teichman

410-570-3333 or ravzt@ohelmoshebaltimore.com

The Shul Office:
Office@OhelMosheBaltimore.com

Rabbi Levi

Learning & Growth Coordinator
443-473-3073 or rel@ohelmoshebaltimore.com

Gaboim: Laining Schedule:

Naftali Miller & Chaim Mordechai Meister - Pinchas Friedman, Sasha Zakharin &
Gabbai@ Aiton Marizan- Lain@
Repair & Maintenance: Bulletin & Announcements:
Chaim Mordechai Meister - Fixlt@ Shoshana Goldberg &
Ari Braun - Bulletin@
Sisterhood@
Adina Schwarzbaum, Tzipora Zeidel, Agudah Scrip
& Aliza Zirkind Sasha Zakharin - scrip@
Sponsorship & Hall rental: Sforim & Siddurim:
Jake Kates - Kiddush@ Eiton Marizan— Library@
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Rabbi Zvi Teichman

CONGREGATION OHEL MOSHE
2808 SMITH AVE
BALTIMORE, MD 21209
WWW.OHELMOSHEBALTIMORE.COM
DAVEN@OHELMOSHEBALTIMORE.COM
(410) 878-7521
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Virtual Unreality

RABBI'S MESSAGE:

Before the onset of the first plague — Blood, Pharaoh is forewamed by Moshe of the
impending scourge.

“So, says G-d, ‘Through this shall you know that | am HaShem; behold with the staff in my
hand shall | strike the waters that are in the River, 129/—and they shall change to blood. The
fish-life that is in the water shall die and the River shall become foul. o130 w2—Egypt will
grow weary, o mnws—of trying to drink water from the River.”” (mo-v ¥ minw)

Although others translate the word ,onas ‘they will have to stop’ drinking the water — as
indeed when implementing the plague, the Torah reports how, Y5> xov—they could not drink’
the water — our translation, as ‘weary’ follows the Targum Unkelos who translates it as, yxo7
—'and they will tire’— wear out.

There seems to be an intimation of a frustrated investment of time and effort that brought no
result. What could they possibly have tried if the water had already turned into blood?

HaRav Sholom Teumim, a brilliant disciple of the great Chassidic masters, the Degel Machneh
Efrayim and Reb Boruch of Mezhebez, and contemporary and close friend of the Maggid of
Kozhnitz and the Chozeh of Lublin, offers a fascinating suggestion.

He ponders the description of the water ‘changing’ to blood. The root am generally connotes a
transformation into an opposite state; black tumning to white; bitter to sour; good to bad. Blood
is not the opposite of water; it is just different.

He suggests that the Torah is indicating that when going to fetch water from the river it tumed
into blood, however, when he stepped away and retreated and looked back, it appeared as
water. The Egyptian would then run back to the riverbank, in hope that he only imagined it was
blood at first, and discover it transformed once again into unsightly blood. The Egyptians were
being taunted as the water kept ‘switching’ from water to blood, and from blood to water, in a
endless cycle that provoked them to question their sanity. The dashing to and fro coupled with
the rollercoaster of emotions — from hope to disappointment, exhausted them completely.

Rashi in fact states that their weariness stemmed from their being driven nx99 wipas—trying
to seek a remedy for the waters of the Nile so that it would be fit to drink. They were losing
their minds and sought therapy for their madness!

This would also explain the Torah depicting them trying &2» mnws—to drink water from the
River. Hadn't it tumed into blood already, what water were they attempting to imbibe?
Evidently it was the water that ‘appeared’ to them they hoped so desperately to drink, only to
have it switch once again back into blood!

Perhaps there is another layer of understanding of this weariness.

Each of the plagues that afflicted the Egyptians were intended to address the various crimes
perpetrated against the Jews, in fulfillment of the Divine principle of ‘measure for measure’.

Tanna D'Bei Eliyahu reveals that the plague of blood was in punishment for their having
restricted the womenfolk from upholding the Jewish tradition of family purity and its associated
laws. The Egyptians deviously prevented the women from purifying themselves in their bodies
of water as an exercise in population control, knowing that these women would refrain from
family life rather than violate these laws, preventing the possibility of children being born.(v79)

Although this was certainly a grievous assault on the very core of the Jewish nation, but did
this offense supersede the wanton murder of the Jewish babies, and the tortuous enslavement
that resulted no doubt in many deaths? Why is this the very first punishing lesson?

The illustrious Rosh HaYeshiva, Rav Yitzchock Hutner, observes that there was something
unique to the plague of blood, that differentiated it from others.

One of our earliest memories as children being taught the nature of the plagues, is the image
of an Egyptian and a Jew both drinking out of the very same cup simultaneously, yet the Jew
draws up water, and the Egyptian spewing out blood.

In contrast with the other plagues when the Egyptian was afflicted; whether by frog, beast or
hail — the Jew walked about freely, unaffected by these elements, here there was a miracle
within a miracle, the essence of the very liquid in front of them was blood for one and water for

the other.

This baffled the Egyptians. They accepted a notion that natural law could possibly lapse
and cease perforce a miraculous intervention, but they could not fathom how there is one
reality for one person and a differently reality for another, that was simply
incomprehensible.

Rav Hutner explains that G-d operates under two systems of kindnesses. There is
benevolence, which is unconditional, with no need to earn it. G-d bathes the world with
the warmth of the sun, independent of any single individual being worthy to receive its
gifts, it shines for all equally. Although there are certainly those who deserve its warmth
— that person’s worthiness is not readily apparent when he enjoys the sun’s warmth, for
he shares it with others.

With the development of the burgeoning Jewish nation in Egypt, a new era of kindness
began, a realm of kindness which is deserved and earned. But isn't that oxymoronic, if
one is ‘entitled’ to reward then it is not absolute kindness, but rather something that is due
the person?

But in truth, it is not a diminished kindness, rather a deepened one.

When G-d provides us the opportunity to eamn His kindness, to gain a position of stature
in G-d's ‘business’, so to speak, it highlights each one of our unique relationship with G-d
that is not contingent on being part of the crowd that is showered with his kindness —
regardless of our personal value, but rather a ‘one on one’ connection, that the Talmud
expresses with the adage: Every individual is obligated to exclaim, oown 572> »22303—
the world is created for me exclusively!

The greatest exhibition of this singular ‘reality’ was projected to the world when these two
individuals drank from the same goblet, resulting in two individuals existing with two
distinct realms, with the Jew drinking refreshing water while at the same time it was blood
for his cruel taskmaster. (nn Nos pRY> TN9)

The Egyptians comprehended a world that provided kindness to its inhabitants. But they
only accepted it by the law of a collective nature. To survive we would have to create an
ecosystem patterned in the jungle of life. The stronger will rule, implanting a system of
law and order that would require the lower echelons to serve those above them, and at
times, if necessary, to be subsumed, for benefit of the greater good. It was never about
individual worth, solely survival of the collective, for the ultimate benefit of the greater all.

The Jewish women knew though the secret of every child’s unique value, talent, and
contribution to the promotion of G-d's will. No one was expendable. Each one, no matter
its apparent lack or weakness, could proclaim — ow 822 »22av3—the world is
created for me exclusively!

The Egyptians’ philosophy would explode with this very first plague of blood, that would
demonstrate loud and clear that one who eams his keep can survive quite well in a realm
secure from laws of the jungle, without the need to quash others who stand in their path.

Perhaps this challenge to their entire philosophy wore their spirits down, trying
desperately to find a cure to this new reality that crumbled their ivory towers.

We are told that the Ten Plagues correspond to the Ten Utterances by which the world
was created. According to the Maharal the first plague of blood is matched to the very last
utterance: Behold, | have given to you all the herbage yielding seed that is on the surface
of the entire earth, every tree that has seed-yielding fruit; it shall be yours for food.

(V2 N TPYNIT)

The world is gifted to each one of us. It was created for 'you' alone. If only we absorbed
this vital message, realizing our inherent and unique worth, we would be able to ward off
all the barriers of the natural world that delude us, and cleave to G-d and live inspiringly in
His secure realm.
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MEMBER NEWS

mHAPPYe*" BIRTHDAY 1!
Devorah Meria Weiskind, Shlomo Weiner, Miri Cadle, Daniel Hutman,
Avi Mandel, Adam Rubin

mHAPPY ANNIVERSARYw

Reuven & Janine Chapman, Avi & Meira Mandel

mBAR/BAT MITZVAH COMING UP SOON(ish)y

Shalom Friedman (Beshalach)
Sruli Levin (Babidbar)

To have you child’s upcoming Bar/Bat Mitzvah listed here please email
office@ohelmoshebaltimore.com with details and/or update your member profile.

Members: Please keep your profile updated in Shul Cloud so we can
celebrate and commemorate all your important dates with you!
(And occasionally save you from forgetting one!)

AVOS$ UBANIM!

Motzei Shabbos! 6:45 PM
Sponsored by:
Vitzchok & Raizel Meira Bomar

In honor qf the first yahrzeit of
Zhanna Podolsky basYeilik,

our mother and grandmother.

T’-'eafum’ry a n‘or:y from the Rabbi /aﬁfy éﬂminﬂ, /aizza and] ﬁrizes‘/
For questions or sponsorship contact
Chaim Wolfish at jwolfish@hotmail.com

All utilities have been scheduled to be
disconnected, most have already been.
Demolition should begin in the near future.
Stay tuned for more exciting updates
coming soon.

HELLO
My Name Is

Yitzchok & Raizel Meira Bomar
Upgraded to Full Members




