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RABBI'S MESSAGE:

The moment the children of Yaakov reveal to him that his beloved son Yosef
is alive and well, could certainly qualify as one of the happiest moments, if not
‘the’ happiest, depicted in all of Torah.

Yet, as contrasted with the instant Avraham and Sarah were informed, they
would beget a child — where they laughed with joy, or when Eliezer discovers
a match for Yitzchok — Rivkah, in record time — immediately prostrating
before G-d in joyous thanks — Yaakov displays no apparent joyful emotion.

After first nearly passing out and being revived upon hearing the news, the
Torah states, And Yisroel said, ‘Rav! My son Yosef still lives, | shall go see
him before | die.”

His initial expression 121is a peculiar one. Literally it means ‘much’. But much
of what?

Who is Yaakov speaking to? To himself or perhaps to his sons?

Rashi, seemingly based on the Targum, explains it to mean that he had much
M7 rww—happiness and joy since his son Yosef was still alive.

So why doesn't the Torah report his full emotional expression of having
experienced ‘much joy’ and chose to merely state, ‘much’, without any
intimation of what he felt much of?

The renowned fiteenth century Talmudist and Halachist, The Terumas
HaDeshen, offers a fascinating and very creative interpretation on this verse.

In the prophecy to Rivkah that heralded the birth of Esav and Yaakov, it refers
to Esav as the 27—the elder, who would one day serve Yaakov, the pys—
the younger.

The prophet Ovadiah foretells how the house of Yosef is the flame that will
ignite and consume the house of Esav which is likened to stubble.

When Yaakov initially heard that Yosef was killed, he bemoaned how he will
now never be able to claim supremacy over Esav, as the antagonist of Esav
— Yosef, is no more.

However, at the moment Yaakov discovers that Yosef is indeed alive he
exclaims, figuratively addressing Esav and his ilk, “Rav (— Esav), Yosef s still
alive!”, informing him that the house of Yaakov and Yosef is very much alive
and still ‘in business’.

This reading of the verse adds clarity to it but leaves out all the pathos
inherent in this moment of joy.

Rashi teaches that at this juncture Yaakov sensed both m4 m nnnw. mnis
a synonym for nrmw. Why the double emphasis?

The great nineteenth century Hungarian rabbinic figure and educator, Rav

How Much is Too Much?

Moshe Greenwald, popularly known as the Arugas HaBosem, explains
that there are two levels of joy, the initial external reaction to the event that
provoked the joy that is fleeting, and then there is the deeper appreciation
of that moment and its implication on a spiritual level that etches itself into
our soul and is lasting.

Yaakov's first ‘reviving of his spirit' denotes the instinct of relief and
reveling over his happy discovery. The 27—the ‘much’ happiness,
represents the realization that Yosef not only physically survived but
remained intact with all his spiritual accomplishments — despite the
ordeal — and deserving of being referred to as ‘my son Yosef who s still
alive’, in testament to his allegiance to his father's legacy.

Simcha is the external expression of joy one experiences upon an event
that promotes happiness.

Chedvah alludes to deeper more spiritual and lasting sensation of joy.
(U qOY TIWN)

Perhaps Yaakov intentionally intimated this notion of ‘much happiness’
and its connotation of an abundant and increasing genuine joy, in the
context of calling out to Esav the 2y

When Yaakov proffers a gift to Esav, he declines with the argument, s v»
24—I have much.

Yaakov on the other hand insists that Esav accept the gift telling him not
to worry about diminishing his resources since 95 5 ¥vw—I have
everything.

Esav intimates he has ‘much’ but not all, still aspiring for more. Yaakov

though asserts he has no interest for more possessions since he has
everything he needs.

This is the crux of the formula for genuine happiness. In the physical
realm being satisfied with what we have can make us happy, as opposed
to those who pursue ‘more’, who will never pacify the craving.

In the realm of spirituality, it is exactly the opposite.

The more we pine the happier we are. Complacency leaves us hungry.
The double-edged expression was Yaakov's reclaiming the mission over
Esav to achieve true joy in life through allegiance to the will of G-d. It was

that awareness that brought forth his joy.

When it comes to real joy it is never too much!
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MEMBER NEWS

mHAPPY ¢*BIRTHDAY 1!

Elliot Einbinder, Moshe Aryeh Gedalius, Ben Zuckerman, Moishe
Sobel, Uri Cohn, Shira Berliant, Yogie Weiskind, Kayla Lasson, Ahuva
Steinharter, Koby Kossman, Sarah Chaya Mako

mHAPPY ANNIVERSARY!:

Yehoshua & Esther Purec, Reuven & Leah Sackett

mBAR/BAT MITZVAH PARSHA ANNIVERSARY !
Uri Cohn, Dov Becker, Elliot Einbinder, Judah Katz, Yaakov Kravetz

mBAR/BAT MITZVAH COMING UP SOON(ishy
Yogie Weiskind (Vayechi)
Akiva Berliant (Mishpatim)
Tzvi Becker (Kedoshim)

To have your child’s upcoming Bar/Bat Mitzvah listed here please email
office@ohelmoshebaltimore.com with details and/or update your member profile.

Members: Please keep your profile updated in Shul Cloud so we can celebrate and commemorate all our important dates
with you! (And occasionally save you from forgetting onel!)

YAHRZEIT
Moty Kamenezky, for his mother, Rachel Kamenezky
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Frank Berger, for his father, Howard Berger
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DAFYOMI NEWS
The DafYomi will be starting Mesechta
Megillah on Tuesday, December 14™.
Now would be a great time to add this
to your daily learning program!

Did you know that you can dedicate a Siddur, Chumash, Yahrtzeit
Plaque, and general donation in honor of someone or something?
Detail
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
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