S CHEDULE

S PONSORSHIPS

ליל שבת קדש

Mincha & Kabalas Shabbos

5:55 PM

יום שבת קדש

A

HASHKAMA MINYAN!

Daf Yomi Shacharis – Sof Zman K”S-

@Social Hall

9:29 מ“א

,

10:09- גר“א

7:00 AM

7:30 AM
8:30 AM

SHABBOS MORNING GROUPS: AGES 3-5 & 6-8
Shabbos Groups - 9:30 AM until after Kedusha in the Social Hall!
Boys 6-8 meet @classroom, all others @social hall, all kids picked up
@ Social Hall immediately after Kedusha!
DURING THESE FIRST WEEKS AND MONTHS OF OUR
EXPANDED PROGRAM PLEASE SHARE FEEDBACK!!

See the Burstyns or Kastners to discuss or share thoughts!
~

Followed by Kiddush .
Mincha -

2:15 PM

Bnos-Age 4-7@Social Hall / NO OLDER GIRLS GROUP 2:15-3:15

Mincha -Followed by Shalosh SeudosMaariv
51/47 *מזג האוויר בשבת

52/46

Ohel Moshe Weather
*Only Hashem can guarantee

5:45 PM
7:02 PM
CANDLES NEXT
SHABBOS - 5:46 PM

SOS (SUPPORT OUR SHACHARIS)
Where do YOU~Daven Shacharis?

The 7:50 needs a boost and we are trying to figure out how to make
that happen. Guilt only helps for a short while, so… if you generally
daven around that time, how can we get YOU to Daven at OUR 2nd
Minyan regularly? Better coffee? Change of pace? Valet Parking?
More leg room? Talk to us!

See The Rabbi, A Gabbai, or just start showing up! We need you!

Weekday Minyanim & Shiurim
Sunday
Shacharis
6:50 & 8:30 AM
Mincha
Now Sunday - Thursday! 1:45 PM
Mincha/Maariv
5:55 PM
Maariv
9:45 PM
`

Weekday Minyanim
Shacharis (M,Th)
6:35 & 7:50 AM
Shacharis (Tu,We,F)
6:45 & 7:50 AM
Mincha (Su - Th) Now Sunday - Thursday! 1:45 PM
Mincha/Maariv (M-Th)
5:55 PM
Maariv (Su - Th)
9:45 PM

Shiurim & Learning Opportunities
Daf Yomi 7:30AM(Su), 5:45AM(M-F) & 8:00-PM(M-Th)
Daf Hayomi Behalacha7:25 AM
Seder Limud (Sun-Th)
9:00 PM
Women’s Tehillim Learning Thursdays 9:40 AM

CONGREGATION OHEL MOSHE

Kiddush

@Main Minyan - Sponsored by

Dr. Mordechai & Mrs. Elaine Bodenheimer
& Mrs. Charlotte Levi on the birth of

Ayala Rena, a Great (Great) Granddaughter!
Born to Kayla & Binyomin Epstein

Shalosh Seudos
Sponsored by

???

1

שבת קודש
פרשת וירא
י״ח חשון תשע״ט

To Sponsor an event or book the social hall please contact Miri Adler at
Kiddush@OhelMosheBaltimore.com

Rabbi & Mrs. Teichman

on the birth of a Granddaughter, MALKA!
Born to Shulamis & Yossi Teichman
Shonnie & Ben Barer

on the birth of TALIA ZAHAVA!!
Mazel Tov also to grandparents R’ Dovid & Yehudis

Shira & Yitsy Friedman

on the birth of a BABY BOY!!
Shalom Zachor will be at 6506 Steerforth
Court after 8:30 PM

אהל משה

EVENING LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES!
Let’s get the Bais Hamedrash rocking! Join a group or bring a chavrusa,
do homework with your kids, it’s a long winter, lets do this!

Daf Yomi Nightly - By Rabbi Teichman Currently @8pm
~

Chabura Seder With Shiur Thursdays - By R’ Elie Levi
Learn select topics with Rabbi Teichman nightly, join the Shiur with R Levi Thursdays!

- Menachos Daf 29a Chabura- Nightly (Su-Th) 845pm-945pm ~

Tuesday Evening Shiur - By Rabbi Moshe Grossberg
- Exploring Pesukei D'Zimrah: 9:10pm - 9:45pm - Followed by Maariv -

Shul Contacts
@OhelMosheBaltimore.com

Rabbi Teichman
410-570-3333 or ravzt@ohelmoshebaltimore.com
Gaboim:
Naftali Miller & Chaim Mordechai
Meister - Gabbai@
Laining Schedule:
Pinchas Friedman, Sasha Zakharin &
Aiton Marizan- Lain@
Kiddush, Shalosh Seudos
Sponsorship & Hall rental:
Miri Adler - Kiddush@
Sforim & Siddurim:
Dovi Becker– Library@

Pledge Balances:
Miri Adler– Pledges@
Repair & Maintenance:
Shuie Steinharter & Dovid
Wealcatch– FixIt@
Bulletin & Announcements:
Shoshana Goldberg - Bulletin@
Sisterhood@
Devora Bloch & Bracha Caine
Agudah Scrip
Sasha Zakharin - scrip@

Rabbi Zvi Teichman
C ONGREGATION O HEL M OSHE
2808 S MITH A VE
B ALTIMORE , MD 21209
WWW . OHELMOSHEBALTIMORE . COM
D AVEN @ OHELMOSHEBALTIMORE . COM
(410) 878-7521

Issue #553

R ABBI ’ S M ESSAGE :

Recovery

There is a popular Yiddish aphorism describing someone so inebriated that he is
unaware of his actions that goes: Ehr iz shikkur vi Lot!
This literally translates as ‘He is as drunk as Lot’. This refers to the incident after the
destruction of Sodom when his daughters fearing they are the last survivors in the world
‘drug’ him with wine, bringing him to a state of unconsciousness that enabled them to
commit incest for the sake of preserving the human race.
It seems that despite his having been numbed beyond awareness by the alcohol, he
was faulted and derided for his behavior.
When the Torah describes him waking up the next morning after having experienced
intimacy with his older daughter it states that ‘he was not aware of her lying down,
ובקומה, and of her getting up’. In a Torah scroll there appears a dot above the word
ובקוֹמה, which indicates some ambiguity as to the proper placement of the word here.
We are taught that indeed upon arising he had some recollection of her having gone off
the bed but had no further memory of what actually transpired. On the second night
when his younger daughter implemented the same strategy to dose him with spirits,
despite suspecting her intention, Lot readily submitted to her offer of a stiff drink. For this
lecherous consent he is forever remembered in disgrace.
There is in fact a Midrash that many understand to be referring to a custom in ancient
times to publicly read this paragraph weekly, every Shabbos, in spotlighting Lot as an
object lesson of the pitfall of indulging in drink ‘to instruct the populace of the dangers of
intoxication and how it can bring one to licentiousness’. ()ב"ר נא ט ובפי' עץ יוסף שם
What is baffling though is the fact that Lot entertained the opportunity to drink the
second time despite knowing he would likely have no memory of the experience
whatsoever. In fact when reporting his waking up the second time, the Torah reiterates
once again his having been unaware of ‘her getting up’, it is not dotted, indicating that
this time he had no recall whatsoever of her even arising. Clearly they must have
doubled the dose having perhaps sensed his suspicion the first time.
It also seems that it was necessary for his daughters to put Lot asleep to accomplish
this mission, and that they didn’t even consider the possibility that he would concede
such an inappropriate act otherwise. He must have had some healthy pangs of guilt.
What would compel Lot to imbibe in pursuit of a pleasure that he would have no
consciousness of anyway?
Was Lot that vulnerable that his daughters were so confident they could get him to drink
to such an extreme that he would lose cognizance?
Lot parts ways with his beloved brother-in-law and uncle, Avraham, declaring, אי אפשי
לא באברהם ולא באלוקיו, “It is impossible for me to accept Avraham or his G-d.”
Impossible?! Was it really ‘impossible’ or simply difficult and not enticing?
Throughout the entire episode with Lot he is driven by the pursuit of pleasure, whether it
be wealth, the beautiful atmosphere, or the alluring and freewheeling lifestyle of Sodom.
Lot constantly struggles with what he knows to be true and his seeming blind ambition
for pleasure. He valiantly champions the rights of foreigners at risk to his own life, in
facing off with the maddening masses who seek to abuse his guests, yet so callously
offers them in exchange the carnal pleasure of taking his virgin daughters in order to
placate the dangerous mob.
Perhaps the most distinguishing hallmark of an addict is the lack of an ability for selfcontrol.
Lot perhaps was the worlds first pleasure addict, who by his own admission was totally
incapable of controlling his habits. He acknowledged the just life of Avraham, but was
so entrenched in his addiction that the restrictions of Avraham and his G-d were

ENJOY DELICIOUS PIZZA, PASTA, SALADS AND MORE!
@The Park Heights JCC ~ 5700 Park Heights Ave ~ 410-542-5185

‘impossible’ to abide by.
Only one addicted mindlessly to behaviors that one inherently knew to be improper
would pine to drink even in the pursuit of what couldn’t possibly give him sensorial
pleasure in his drunken stupor.
He was an addict, his daughters well knew, who could be easily lured by the
promise of powerful and enticing alcohol.
Might the ‘blindness’ the angels brought upon the lynch mob and their subsequent
exercise in futility in searching for the door nevertheless instructive in revealing the
nature of addiction to recklessly pursue that which may bring them further danger?
Might Lot’s wife’s inability to control herself from looking back knowing that she’s
be doomed another piece of evidence in the dossier of addiction this family and the
inhabitants of Sodom struggled with?

!!!HAPPY

BIRTHDAY!!!

Laivi Shor, Yonah Rabenstein, Karnen Pottash,
Binyomin Rubin, Leeba Meister, Reuven Bandos,
Ariella Berner, Daniel Wiener, Tzophie Ganz

The Ibn Ezra avers that this was not simply a physical malady of sightlessness but
more so a blindness of the ‘eye and heart’, a temporary insanity that blocks clear
perception of truth.

!!!HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!!!

One of the first steps one must take to overcome an addiction is to realize that one
is powerless to break those chains alone, without the help of a Higher Power.

Yitzchak & Ariana Burk, Moshe & Shirah Wealcatch

When Lot is instructed by the angels to escape to the mountain in the direction of
Avraham, he hesitates. Turning to the angel he first begs אל נא, “Please don’t” ask
that of me. He then, for the first time in the entire account of Lot until now,
beseeches of G-d, י-אדנ, declaring, לא אוכל להמלט, “I cannot escape...”.
(יט-)בראשית יט יח

We express our condolences to Stephanie Schonland, on
the loss of her father, Mr. Ivan Widan. Shiva ends Shabbos.

Lot for the first time in his life turns to the Higher Power, G-d, and admits that
without His help he cannot conquer his demons. He knew he couldn’t simply return
to the rigors of life according to the House of Avraham just yet. He asks to relocate
to Tzoar a town not yet as corrupt and indulgent as Sodom where he stands a
chance to rehabilitate himself with the help of G-d.
The child his oldest daughter begets is named מואב, Moav, meaning ‘from my
father’. Refusing to hide the taint of this conception and declare the reality for what
it is, is another step in the direction of recovery. One must take inventory of one’s
wrongs and admit the exact nature of that flaw in order to affect repair.
The Midrash adds that מואבis also a contraction of the sentiment, ?מי אב, a
rhetorical question, ‘who is our true father?’; certainly Avraham and his legacy. We
are ready, his daughter declares, to proceed healthily and with proper direction and
help in removing our defects.
From these daughters descendants, Rus and her progeny, the destiny of our
nation will come to fruition with the coming of Moshiach.
Although we no longer recite this paragraph weekly, but once a year we recall this
remarkable comeback that began with one finally accepting one’s shortcomings
and committing to be guided by the only One who can bring us home.

BARUCH DAYAN HAEMES:

~SIYUM SHAS PROJECT~
Still looking for more signups to
learn! Lets get every Daf covered
so we can finish Shas as a group!
2711 Daf in Shas! Learn a few or sponsor a penny a Daf to join this
partnership in Torah! See the Shul Website for details and to sign up!

ALL HANDS ON DAF! SIGN UP TO LEAR A SECTION TODAY!

Building Project - Phase III
Expanding Our Boundaries & Increasing Our Possibilities!
$999,999
$800,000
$700,000
$600,000
$500,000
$400,000

May we each take an inventory of our ‘addictions’, no longer wallowing in the
‘impossible’ task of ridding ourselves of our flaws, acknowledging G-d as the only
one who can bring us up to greatness, as long as we submit totally to His embrace
and authority.
If we do succeed, we will hear soon the footsteps of Moshiach.
,באהבה
צבי יהודה טייכמאן

$300,000
$200,000
$100,000
$50,000

TOTAL PLEDGES: $295,236.13
$134,414.95

Figures reflect new pledges, lump sum gifts and payment plan installments
toward the Phase III Fundraising Goal of $999,999
To learn more or get involved in this exciting project contact The Building Committee
at building@ohelmoshebaltimore.com or talk to Rocky Caine, Noki Ganz,
Joel Gedalius, Yoni Herman, Chaim Meister, Azi Rosenblum or Moshe Meir Rubin!

