SCHEDULE

wR naw s
Mincha & Kabalas Shabbos 6:04 PM
TP naw an
HASHKAMA MINYAN!  @Social Hall 7:00 AM
Daf Yomi - 7:30 AM

Shacharis - Sof Zman K’S- 9:268“» , 10:06-5“n  8:30 AM
/ SHABBOS MORNING GROUPS: AGES 3-5 & 6-8
Shabbos Groups - 9:30 AM until after Kedusha in the Social Hall!
Boys 6-8 meet (@classroom, all others @social hall, all kids picked up
(@ Social Hall immediately after Kedusha!
DURING THESE FIRST WEEKS AND MONTHS OF OUR
EXPANDED PROGRAM PLEASE SHARE FEEDBACK!!
K See the Burstyns or Kastners to discuss or share thoughts!
Followed by Kiddush
Mincha - 2:15PM
Bnos-Age 4-7(@Social Hall / Age 8-10(@Classroom 2:15-3:15
Mincha -Followed by Shalosh Seudos- 5:55PM

Maariv &:11 PM

64/54 *nawa 1NN am CANDLES NEXT
< 65/43 ©hs!Moshe Weather || SHABBOS - 5:55 PM

SOS (SHPPORT OUR SHACHARIS)
Where do YOU Daven Shacharis?

The 7:50 needs a boost and we are trying to figure our how to make
that happen. Guilt only helps for a short while, so... if you generally

Minyan regularly? Better coffee? Change of pace? Valet Parking?
More leg room? Talk to us!

daven around that time, how can we get YOU to Daven at OUR 2nd ||

See The Rabbi, A Gabbai, or just start showing up! We need you!

Weekday Minyanim & Shiurim

Sunday
Shacharis 6:50 & 8:30 AM
Mincha Now Sunday - Thursday! 1:45 PM
Mincha/Maariv 6:05 PM
Maariv 9:45 PM

Weekday Minyanim
Shacharis M -Be’Ha’B—>6:30, Th 6:35 & 7:50 AM

Shacharis (Tu,We,F) 6:45 & 7:50 AM
Mincha (Su-Th) Now Sunday - Thursday! 1:45 PM|
Mincha/Maariv (M-Th) 6:05 PM
Maariv (Su-Th) 9:45 PM|
Shiurim & Learning Opportunities

Daf Yomi 7:30AMgsu), 5:45AMm-r) & 8:00-PMm-mh)

Daf Hayomi Behalacha- 7:25 AM
Seder Limud (Sun-Th) 9:00 PM
Women'’s Tehillim Learning Thursdays 9:40 AM

SPONSORSHIPS
Kiddush

@Main Minyan - Sponsored by
Moshe Meir & Shoshana Rubin - In honor of
Binyomin on his 3rd Bar Mitzva anniversary!

Shalosh Seudos

Sponsored by

???

To Sponsor an event or book the social hall please contact Miri Adler at
Kiddush@OhelMosheBaltimore.com

X

Great (Great) Granddaughter:

Born to Kayla & Binyomin Epstein
B & Mazel Tov Aunt Shosh & Uncle Moshe Meir Rubii

{J

Jel 143G

‘1; on the birth of a
| B

2  BABYGIRL: :

. . L=
- & Mrs. Charlotte Levi on the birth of a -

do homework with your kids, it’s a long winter, lets do this!

Learn select topics with a chavrusa and join the group weekly on Thursdays.
- Menachos Daf 29a Chabura- Nightly (Su-Th) 845pm-945pm -

Tuesday Evening Shiur - By Rabbi Moshe Grossherg

EVENING LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES!

Let’s get the Bais Hamedrash rocking! Join a group or bring a chavrusa,

Daf Yomi Nightly - By Rabbi Teichman Currently @8pm

Chabura with Shiur Thursday Evenings - By R’ Eli Levie

- Exploring Pesukei D'Zimrah: 9:10pm - 9:45pm - Followed by Maariv -

Shul Contacts

@0OhelMosheBaltimore.com

Rabbi Teichman

410-570-3333 or ravzt@ohelmoshebaltimore.com

Gaboim: Pledge Balances:
Naftali Miller & Chaim Mordechai Miri Adler— Pledges@
Meister - Gabbai@
Repair & Maintenance:
Shuie Steinharter & Dovid
Wealcatch- FixIt@

Laining Schedule:
Pinchas Friedman, Sasha Zakharin &

Aiton Marizan- Lain@ Bulletin & Announcements:

Kiddush. Shalosh Seudos Shoshana Goldberg - Bulletin@

Sponsorship & Hall rental:
Miri Adler - Kiddush@

Sisterhood@

Devora Bloch & Bracha Caine

Sforim & Siddurim: Aqudah Seri
- - q p
Dovi Becker— Library@ Sasha Zakharin - scrip@
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Rabbi Zvi Teichman

CONGREGATION OHEL MOSHE
2808 SMITH AVE
BALTIMORE, MD 21209
WWW.OHELMOSHEBALTIMORE.COM
DAVEN@OHELMOSHEBALTIMORE.COM
(410) 878-7521

Issue #552




RABBI'S MESSAGE:

Lot exhibits extreme devotion to the mission of Avraham and Sarah. He too, loyally forsakes the
comforts of his homestead in the pursuit of a nobler life under the inspired direction of Avraham. He
continues to follow Avraham'’s lead in going down to Egypt during the famine. There, we are taught,
he exhibited extraordinary faithfulness in not divulging to the lecherous Egyptians, Sarah’s true
identity as Avraham’s wife, lest he endanger Avraham.

Yet, as soon as a spat develops between the shepherds of Avraham and those of Lot over
insufficient pasture land, Avraham rather than attempting to convince them to live together in
harmony, seemingly readily gives up and suggests to Lot to seek greener pastures in order to avoid
further conflict. The otherwise steadfast Lot, suddenly without any hesitation, accedes and
immediately parts ways with his remarkable brother-in-law and uncle, Avraham.

Lot opts to put his stakes down among the sinful denizens of Sodom, and is eventually taken
captive during the Battle of the Kings, and is nevertheless wholeheartedly and heroically rescued by
his loving and dedicated brother-in-law, Avraham. Lot eventually returns to Sodom only to be
plucked twenty four years later from their sentence of destruction, in the merit of his loyalty to
Avrohom in his not having revealed the ‘secret’ of Sarah being the wife of Avraham during the
episode in Egypt. Not only is he saved but he goes on to father two children, Moav and Amon,
whose descendants, Rus and Naamah respectively, will mother the royal Davidic dynasty.

Was Lot a good guy or a bad guy? He clearly must have had some merit in being the ancestor of all
the descendants of King David including the Moshiach.

Why initially did Avraham summarily dispatch Lot without first trying to resolve the problem?

We are told that Lot's shepherds wouldn’t muzzle their cattle, allowing them to graze wherever they
pleased. Were Lot's shepherds simple thieves who had no consideration for others?

The illustrious Rosh Yeshiva of Slobodka, maintains that there was a impassioned theological
debate going on between the disciples of Avraham and those of Lot. Lot was an inspired figure who
mirrored many of the outstanding qualities of generosity of Avraham. The students of Lot claimed
that as heir apparent, since Avraham hadn'’t merited children at that time, Lot was entitled to the
Promised Land. They admirably sought to assert their ardent faith in G-d’s promise, by exercising
their rights to the land.

Avraham realizing their motivation was driven by an understandable instinct for instant success and
comfort, and that he no longer exerted authoritative influence over them, strategized to situate Lot
as an independent entity who would carry at the very least a semblance of the mission of Avraham
in inspiring the world to a belief in a Creator and emulating his benevolent ways. Didn't Lot risk life
and limb in defying the immoral behavior of Sodom by inviting guests to his home in violation of their
credo, despite a taint of self-interest?

May | suggest that Avraham understood that Lot couldn’t maintain the high standard Avraham had
set for his close followers, but that wasn't reason to give up on him or simply send him packing?
Instead he thoughtfully sent him on his own way but clearly reiterated his absolute love and
allegiance to him. Avraham knew that a deep and impregnable bond existed between them and
wished to reaffirm that absolute loyalty to each other. Although Lot may have been imperfect in his
ability to control his instincts Avraham knew that Lot's devotion to him personally and vice versa was
inviolable. Avraham sought to insure that no matter how far Lot would stray their deep bond would
remain intact.

When Avraham initially approaches Lot even before making his suggestion that they part ways, he
first reaffirms how, “We are brothers”. Rashi points out that although they weren't biological brothers
but the fact that Lot's 9 1no5p, bright countenance, was similar to Avraham’s made them
equivalent to being brothers.

The Maharal teaches that this refers not to their facial features but rather to the innermost
chambers of their essences that possess a connection and relationship that would never be
betrayed by the divulging of their secrets’.

The Maharal refers to this as one of the mysteries of Torah that despite an existence of an outer
appearance of separation and division, there exist an unbreakable inner connection and loyalty.

Why do people have such a hard time keeping secrets? There seems to be an inexplicable urge to
share confidential information as soon as one receives it.

Sacred Secrets

Man naturally craves for connection. The moment we sense an intimate connection with
someone we feel compelled to share our most private thoughts in a desire to connect. Too
often it is artificial intimacy that dupes us into an illusion of closeness that prods forth our
secrets. So often the physical proximity of people on a plane creates an atmosphere of

intimacy that often finds us sharing details of our life we normally wouldn't. Even the physical

touch of a barber produces a false sense of closeness that spurs one to open up.

Another factor that often leads us to share what we might not otherwise is when someone else

provides something very personal that we feel a need to reciprocate in order to gain that
person’s interest and regard.

Finally, when we find ourselves among people similar to us in dress, background or interests
we almost automatically feel a kinship that often ends with us lowering our guard and opening

up.

The ones most vulnerable to being seduced by these illusory relationships are respectively:
those who lack a healthy intimate relationship with anyone else; one who is insecure and
unconfident; one who lacks a clear and defined personal identity.

When Avraham tells Lot to establish himself elsewhere he warmly tells him, “Please separate

from me: If you go left then | will go right, if you go right then | will go left.”

Avraham cleverly addressed each of these pitfalls empowering Lot to retain his healthy inner

bond.

By giving Lot the option to choose, rather than imposing his own opinion by telling him which

direction to go, Avraham instilled a sense of equality, showing his trust in Lot to make a

healthy choice. By validating him and his choices, Lot would always cherish his friendship with

Avraham that would prevent him from filling a void of connection through artificial intimacy.

In Avraham asserting that he will stand by his side, whether to his right or left and ‘have his

back’, Lot would never become vulnerable to securing self-assuredness by feeling the need to

reciprocate confidences with others in gaining their trust.

Lastly, Avraham wanted Lot to fathom who he truly was and not live with a deceptive and
unauthentic perception of who he was.

The Satmar Rebbe explains, when Avraham says, if you go to the ‘left’, | will go to the right,

what he meant to intimate is that Lot should realize that his spiritual standing is somewhat to

the ‘left,, desiring to partake of the pleasures of the world with less restrictions that might
otherwise be expected were he a member of the household of Avraham. That is okay,
Avraham assures Lot, since Avraham will forever be the representation of the stricter
adherence to the letter of the law; the 'right’.

But Avraham warns Lot that if however he seeks to portray himself as the ‘right, the
personification of the perfect servant, then he will expose him for the ‘left-winger’ that he is.

Avraham wanted Lot to be comfortable with whom he was, because only then will he be
invulnerable to the temptation to find a false and shallow persona by merely identifying with

those similar to himself. If he'd be honest and happy with whom he was, accepting the reality

of his station, he is less likely to seek definition by identifying shallowly with others.

It was thus specifically Lot's ability to keep a secret that was testament to the deep bond he

shared with Avraham. It was that loyalty that found its ultimate expression in the devoted kings

of the family of David who epitomized absolute loyalty to fellow man and to G-d, that is the
hallmark of Malchus, Royalty.

The health of our relationships with one another is measured by our ability to *hold on to our
secrets’. The talent to keep a secret stems from a healthy perception of self.

In a world where the obsession to hang out one’s laundry in public is so prevalent, it would be
wise to reevaluate whom we really are, because in understanding that lays our true and loyal

greatness.
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? ENJOY DELICIOUS PIZZA, PASTA, SALADS AND MORE!
(@The Park Heights JCC ~ 5700 Park Heights Ave ~ 410-542-5185

M*’ ‘”""\.,, Mouth Watering Extra Large Pizza Only $14.49

Our Menu Now Features...
Gluten Free Pizzas, Mac N’ Cheese, Baked Ziti, Tostados and more!
Soft Serv Ice Creams and Frozen Yogurt
Coffees, Cappuccino, Espresso, Latte and Hot Chocolate

Falafel, Homemade Pita, Fresh Soups and more

View our Bris and Bat Mitzvah Package at
www.edencafekosher.com

!!!HAPPYQ\@‘gv BIRTHDAY!!

Chavie Fromowitz, Akiva Leichter, Chana Shnur, Sholom
Michael, Mimi Ankri, Jacob Kaplan, Jordan Brookmyer

YAHRZEIT:

Tzipora Frager, for her mother, Rebetzen Esther Shuvalsky,
PN N2 0N

Ronnie Pachino, for his father, Joy Pachino
7 12 770w 7172

This information is provided by YOU through the member database
Please keep your profile updated in ShulCloud:

~SIYUM SHAS PROJECT~

This Simchas Torah a new project was suggested by one of our
members, in the spirit of the Yissachar-Zevulun partnership, to
pool all resources with a goal to divide all of Shas (Gemora) &
work on completing it as a group with individuals learning,
sponsoring, or both as shareholders in this special project.

2711 Daf in Shas! Learn a few or sponsor a penny a Daf to join this
partnership in Torah! See the Shul Website for details and to sign up!

ALL HANDS ON DAF! SIGN UP TO LEAR A SECTION TODAY!

Building Project - Phase III

Expanding Our Boundaries & Increasing Our Possibilities!

= oo, (11 AN

OTAL PLEDGES: $295,131.91
COLLECTED FROM PAYMENT SCHEDULES: $133,857.84
Figures reflect new pledges, lump sum gifts and payment plan installments
toward the Phase Ill Fundraising Goal of $999,999
To learn more or get involved in this exciting project contact The Building Committee
at building@ohelmoshebaltimore.com or talk to Rocky Caine, Noki Ganz,
Joel Gedalius, Yoni Herman, Chaim Meister, Azi Rosenblum or Moshe Meir Rubin!




