S CHEDULE

S PONSORSHIPS

ליל שבת קדש

Mincha & Shabbos Candles
5:18 PM
Friday Night Learning - With Cholent!

יום שבת קדש

A

Daf Yomi - By Rabbi Teichman
7:30 AM
Shacharis – Sof Zman K”S- 9:02  מ“א, 9:42-  גר“א8:30 AM
Kids Shabbos Groups This Week for kids age 3-5
From 9:30 AM until after Kedusha in the Social Hall!
Ages 3-5 ONLY, please pickup children immediately after Kedusha!
~

Followed by Kiddush

Mincha 2:15 PM
Bnos -Girls age 4-7@Social Hall /Age 8-10@Classroom 2:15-3:15
Mincha - Followed
by Shalosh
Seudos 2.1
Followed
by Shalosh
Seudos 2.1 5:10 PM
Join us this week for something a little more different.
The special effects which help set the mood have been generously donated l'ilui nishmas Dov Ben Tzvi and Yonatan Alexander Ben Tzvi

Maariv
Kol HaNearim Learning Program

6:28 PM
7:15 PM

Sponsor needed! Special Snack this week instead of pizza!

42/36
51/47

*מזג האוויר בשבת
Ohel Moshe Weather

CANDLES NEXT
SHABBOS - 5:26 PM

*Only Hashem can guarantee

Hayley & Natan Orlofsky
On the Birth of a BABY BOY!

Kiddush
Sponsored by

Noki & Naomi Ganz

Shalosh Seudos

כ״ה שבט תשע״ח

Sponsored by

???
To Sponsor an event or book the social hall please contact Miri Adler
at Kiddush@OhelMosheBaltimore.com

KOL HaNearim - 7:15 PMMotzei Shabbos!
Featuring a story from the Rabbi plus learning, pizza and prizes!
Sponsor needed
Special Snack This Week!
For questions or sponsorship contact Yoni Herman at
yonahherman@yahoo.com. Weekly Sponsorship $150

The 2018 Mishloach Manos Project
DEADLINE APPROACHING SIGN UP NOW!

Weekday Minyanim
Shacharis (M)
Shacharis (Tu, W)
Shacharis (Th, Fr) - ROSH CHODESH
Mincha (M - Th)
Mincha/Maariv (M-Th)
Winter Maariv (M - Th)
Maariv (Su - Th)

6:35 & 7:50 AM
6:45 & 7:50 AM
6:30 & 7:50 AM
1:45 PM
5:25 PM
7:45 PM
9:45 PM

Shiurim & Learning Opportunities
Daf Yomi 7:30AM(Su), 5:45AM(M-F) & 8:00PM(M-Th)
Daf Hayomi Behalacha7:25 AM
Seder Limud (Sun-Th)
9:00 PM
Women’s Tehillim Learning Thursdays 9:15 AM

שבת קודש
פרשת משפטים

Mazal Tov & welcome to Natans Parents
Gedalya & Mirel Orlofsky!

Weekday Minyanim & Shiurim
Sunday
Shacharis 6:50 & 8:30 AM
Mincha/Maariv
5:25 PM
Maariv
9:45 PM

1

In honor and celebration of Coby's 9th birthday,
Arnie's Siyum of Parshas Tzav, and Gamliel and Tsophie
teaching their older brothers everything they know.

Shalom Zachar hosted by the proud grandparents Addison & Stephanie Schonland

2937 Bartol Avenue after 8:15

CONGREGATION OHEL MOSHE

שובבים

אהל משה

No Cellophane, Hot Glue or Paper Cuts!
Save time, build friendships, & support the Shul!

Check your email for more information or see a
member of the Mishloach Manos Committee:
Devorah Bloch, Chana Dejman,
Shira Friedman, Miri Miller or Sara Strobel

Shul Contacts
@OhelMosheBaltimore.com

Rabbi Teichman
410-570-3333 or ravzt@ohelmoshebaltimore.com
Repair & Maintenance:
Gaboim:
Naftali Miller & Chaim Mordechai
Shuie Steinharter & Dovid
Meister - Gabbai@
Wealcatch– FixIt@
Laining Schedule:
Pinchas Friedman- Lain@
Kiddush, Shalosh Seudos
Sponsorship & Hall rental:
Miri Adler - Kiddush@
Sforim & Siddurim:
Dovi Becker– Library@
Pledge Balances:
Miri Adler– Pledges@

Bulletin & Announcements:
Shoshana Goldberg & Gali
Wealcatch– Bulletin@
Sisterhood@
Bracha Caine, Shira Friedman,
Elise Steinharter, Gali Wealcatch
Agudah Scrip
Sasha Zakharin - scrip@
Building Committee - Building@

Rabbi Zvi Teichman
C ONGREGATION O HEL M OSHE
2808 S MITH A VE
B ALTIMORE , MD 21209
WWW . OHELMOSHEBALTIMORE . COM
D AVEN @ OHELMOSHEBALTIMORE . COM
(410) 878-7521

Issue #518 (And candle lighting time, OMG! OMG!)

R ABBI ’ S M ESSAGE :

Transcendence

In this week’s portion there are over fifty injunctions listed that, for the most part, govern the gamut of civil law
and order. Much has been written in explaining the significance of the specific sequence the Torah chose to cite
them in. Yet there is one verse that not only challenges us in deciphering the juxtaposition of seemingly two
unrelated laws within one verse, but seem to be actually contradictory in their messages.

The second part of our original verse refines our understanding of the first segment that summons to avoid
falsity at all costs. Whereas in our limited scope the pursuit of new evidence would warrant more
investigation, in the ultra macro view of G-d we must except our inability to see the bigger picture and rely
on the utter submission to that super reality.

(מדבר שקר תרחק )שמות כג ז, Distance yourself from anything false. This most famous pronouncement demands
of us to stay far away from any taint of falsehood. It is the only directive among the many laws of the Torah that
explicitly summons us to ‘distance’ ourselves from a pernicious flaw.

We must live with a strong conviction of truth that is based solely on the Torah’s periscopic view of reality
amidst a world of limited vision.

The verse then goes on to state: ונקי וצדיק אל תהרג כי לא אצדיק רשע, do not exonerate the innocent or the
righteous, for I shall not exonerate the wicked. Rashi, quoting from the Talmud and the Mechilta, explains that
this verse refers to people who were charged with committing a crime deserving of the death penalty. The
‘innocent’ in the verse is one who was found guilty, but after the verdict was already handed down someone
came forward claiming to have evidence in his favor. Although the court has determined his guilt and revealed
that he is not ‘righteous’, we must reopen the case to see if indeed he may be ‘innocent’. The ‘righteous’ person
in the verse is someone who was acquitted but new evidence of guilt was discovered. Nevertheless we do not
undo the verdict and he thus remains ‘righteous’; exempt from the death penalty. The verse concludes with the
assurance that despite the possibility he may indeed be culpable, G-d will intervene and never permit the guilty
to go scot-free, and will exact his due punishment as only He can.
Although the first law seems to qualify as one motivated by the pursuit of truth and thus appropriately placed
next to the objective to avoid falsehood, but how are we to fathom the second law? Imagine if this were a case
of an alleged murderer and the court exonerates him and the family of the victim discovers new and vital
evidence indicating his guilt. Where is the justice? Where is our unswerving commitment to pursue the absolute
truth? How can we simply write it off and be expected to be pacified that G-d will make things right?
We live in a world that is termed עלמא דשיקרא, a world of fiction. Think about it, how often to we really have a
full perception of the truth. Even when witnesses testify to the veracity of an event does that mean we ‘know’
with certainty it happened? So often our interactions with people and the attitudes we develop towards them is
tainted by self-interest, skepticism, circumstantial observations, or intentional deception in their portraying of
themselves differently than they truly are. Because we have limited vision both physically and emotionally,
tainted by bias and instinctive doubt, we are condemned, due to our limitations, to misreading actions and
intentions and constantly squabbling and second guessing others as well as ourselves.
This is what the famous Midrash regarding the initial hesitation in creating the world due to the attribute of אמת,
truth, claiming that man is completely untruthful, and שלום, the attribute of peace, alleging they are full of
contention, alludes to. In a world of myopic vision it is inevitable that in our misperceptions conflict will erupt.
Only in a world of absolute truth can one perceive one another accurately and honestly, not deluding ourselves,
and achieve true peace.
The Talmud observes that the letters in the word שקר, falsity, are all adjacent to one another in order of the alef
bais, whereas אמת, truth, is equally dispersed within the alef bais, with the alef in the beginning, the mem smack
in the middle, and the tav, at the end. The Talmud says the reason for this is because falsity is שכיח, prevalent
and thus more evident, while truth is more scarce, thus spread apart.
Perhaps the deeper message here is that falsity can only thrive within the limited boundaries of human
perception. Truth is only attainable if one has a more expansive and fuller view of the entire landscape of
human complexity and experience, as only G-d possesses. That is why אמת, truth, is the חותמו, the seal or
unique signature of G-d alone.

The illustrious grandson of the saintly Tzemach Tzedek, Rav Shlomo Zalman Schneerson who served as
the Rebbe of Kopust, offers a remarkable interpretation of the famed debate between Bais Hillel and Bais
Shammai regarding praising a Kallah, a bride, with the description as a כלה נאה וחסודה, pretty and gracious
bride, even when she lacks obvious beauty or grace.
Bais Shammai says one must follow the dictum to distance oneself from falsehood and simply praise the
brides identified qualities she may possess, but never exaggerate or lie. Bais Hillel claims that just as one
who made a poor purchase in the market, nevertheless it is incumbent on us to praise it ‘in his eyes’,
similarly may we extol the brides beauty and grace in the eyes of her groom.

!!!HAPPY

The Rebbe of Kopust sees couched in this discussion a deeper spiritual dispute between Bais hillel and
Bais Shamai. One of the examples Bais Shammai presents to Bais Hillel in his argument that one may not
give false praise is that of a חיגרת, a woman with a lame foot that compels her to limp as she walks. Is it
possible, he queries, that this woman can be described as graceful?

!!!HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!!!

Eliyahu HaNavi, Elijah the Prophet, confronts the people who were torn between their allegiance to G-d and
their being seduced by the prophets of Baal to offer a sacrifice to their idol, challenging them by saying,
“Until when are you hobbling between two ideas? If the Lord is G-d, go after Him, and if the Baal, go after
him.”
The imagery of one tottering on imbalanced legs, represents the test of those who are striving for the truth
but are confused by their deficient vision in discerning it clearly. The Talmud points out that in contrast to
the letters in the word for truth, אמת, which are firmly standing on two solid legs, the letters in the word for
falsehood, שקר, each stand precariously on one leg, representing those who live by their mistruths, who
stagger through life.

Joel & Malka Hosner
This info is provided by YOU through the member database!
PLEASE keep your account update with your family info.

Batsheva & Yossi Berger
On the Birth of BABY GIRL

Ariella!

The word for a bride, כלה, is etymologically related to the term כלתה נפשי, my soul pines, intimating here
the longing one has to peer through the clouds of doubt and discover the ultimate truth.
Bais Shammai maintains one cannot be praiseworthy while they are stumbling in their quest to find truth.
Bais Hillel advocates that those who strive despite their confusion can transform the letters of שקר,
falsehood, into the word קשר, connection to the Almighty even as they still limp.

YAHRZEIT PLAQUES NOW AVAILABLE
Recently 5 Yahrzeit boards were installed and they are now available
for those who wish to memorialize a loved one by dedicating a plaque.
More information will be posted on the Shul site this week.

May I humbly add to this inspiring interpretation that the second example Bais Shammai offers is of a
woman who is blind. Here too, the allusion is to the struggle to perceive with acuity truth in a world
darkened by selfishness, doubt and falsity. ()מגן אבות תולדות
We welcome the month of אדרthis Shabbos heralding the upcoming holiday of Purim. It has been
suggested that the letters אדרare represented in the sentiment expressed in Tehillim, ראש דברך אמת )קיט
(קס, Your very first utterance is truth. Embedded within the first three words of Torah, בראשית ברא אלקים, In
the beginning of G-d’s creating..., the letters  אמתappear at the end of each word.

BIRTHDAY!!!

Coby Ganz, Dovi Turner, Essie Berkowitz,
Sarah Gila Marizan, Raphael Chaim Bengio,
Batsheva Berner, Ruthie Berenson,
Dani Kermaier, Adam Langer

Building Project - Phase III
Expanding Our Boundaries & Increasing Our Possibilities!
$999,999
$800,000
$700,000
$600,000

The only way to maneuver through a delusional world is with אמונה, faith and total submission to a higher will
that is solely capable of guiding us to the absolute truth.
The Radak teaches that indeed the word for faith, אמונה, is rooted in the word אמת, truth. It stands for something
that exists and remains. We call that reality. It is only by submitting totally to G-d and His will even as it is
expressed here on this ‘fictitious’ world, that can bring us access to true reality. ( אמן- )ספר השרשים
May I boldly suggest, that the sentiment מדבר שקר תרחק, Distance yourself from anything false, is not just a
directive to stay far away from falsity, but perhaps more literally a call to refrain from attempting to definitively
label anything as absolutely false. מדבר שקר, from ‘matters’ of falsity, תרחק, distance and avoid sweeping
declarations of absolute falsehood. We cannot perceive with accuracy in the finite and concealed world we live
in. The only yardstick for truth we can possibly have is by asking ourselves how does it fit in with His directives
and will.

Wasn’t that their challenge in Shushan? They questioned Mordechai’s guidance opting to determine their
fate by their own befuddled conceptions. They eventually discovered that only through adherence to a
higher vision can we hobble through life successfully.

$500,000
$400,000
$300,000
$200,000

May we define our reality solely through strict adherence to the guidance of Torah and with an absolute
faith in G-d, never succumbing to the easy temptation to determine reality by our tainted and very limited
vision.

$100,000
$50,000

TOTAL PLEDGES: $248,213.05
$99,172.38

,באהבה

Figures reflect new pledges, lump sum gifts and payment plan installments
toward the Phase III Fundraising Goal of $999,999

צבי יהודה טייכמאן

To learn more or get involved in this exciting project contact The Building Committee
at building@ohelmoshebaltimore.com or talk to Rocky Caine, Noki Ganz,
Joel Gedalius, Yoni Herman, Chaim Meister, Azi Rosenblum or Moshe Meir Rubin!

