S PONSORSHIPS

S CHEDULE
ליל שבת קדש

Mincha & Shabbos Candles

4:37 PM

יום שבת קדש

A

Daf Yomi - By Rabbi Teichman
Shacharis – Sof Zman K”S- 8:37  מ“א,

9:18- גר“א

7:30 AM
8:30 AM

Followed by Kiddush!

Kids Shabbos Groups This Week for kids age 3-5
From 9:30 AM until after Kedusha in the Social Hall!
Ages 3-5 ONLY, please pickup children immediately after Kedusha!
~

Mincha -

2:15 PM

Sorry, No Bnos Groups This Week!
The group leaders are sharpening their skills at the Bnos convention!

Mincha - Followed by Shalosh Seudos
Maariv
Kol HaNearim Learning Program

38/22 *מזג האוויר בשבת
41/29 Ohel Moshe Weather

4:30 PM
5:45 PM
6:30 PM
CANDLES NEXT
SHABBOS - 4:32 PM

*Only Hashem can guarantee

Sponsored by
Our Chosson Torah - Rabbi Teichman
& Chosson Bereshis - Moshe Meir Rubin
&
Moshe Meir & Shoshana Rubin
In honor of the 2nd anniversary of
Binyomin’s Bar Mitzvah!

On the Birth of a BABY BOY!
Shalom Zachor will be held at

6717 Old Pimlico from 7-9:15 PM
(White house two houses after Chabad)

Weekday Minyanim & Shiurim
Sunday Minyanim
Shacharis
6:50 AM, 8:30 AM
Mincha/Maariv
4:40 PM
Maariv
9:45 PM

Weekday Minyanim
6:35 AM
6:45 AM
7:50 AM
1:45 PM
4:40 PM
7:45 PM
9:45 PM

Shiurim & Learning Opportunities
Daf Yomi 7:30AM(Su), 5:45AM(M-F),
& 7:00PM (M-Th)
Daf Hayomi Behalacha- with Rabbi Teichman 7:25 AM
or 8:20 PM or 9:15 PM with Chavrusa’s
Seder Limud (Sun-Th)
9:00 PM

1

שבת קודש
פרשת חיי שרה
כ״ב חשון תשע״ח

Shalosh Seudos
Sponsored by
???
To Sponsor an event or book the social hall please contact Miri Adler
at Kiddush@OhelMosheBaltimore.com

SIMYUM HATORA of BALTIMORE
Join the Ohel Moshe Mishnayos Project

Rachel & Chaim
Rabenstein

Shacharis (M, Th)
Shacharis (Tu, W, Fr)
Shacharis - II (M - Fr)
Mincha (M - Th)
Mincha/Maariv (M - Th)
Winter Maariv (M - Th)
Maariv (Su - Th)

Kiddush

CONGREGATION OHEL MOSHE

אהל משה

As part of the communal Siyum HaTorah, our Shul is working on completing all of
Mishnayos in time for the Siyum in May. See Zolly Cadle for more details and check your
email for a link to sign up and commit to learning a Mesachta (or more!) of Mishnayos!

KOL HaNearim - 6:30 PMMotzei Shabbos!
Featuring a story from the Rabbi plus learning, pizza and prizes!
SPONSORED BY:

Joel & Rachel Gedalius

For questions or sponsorship contact Yoni Herman at
yonahherman@yahoo.com. Weekly Sponsorship $150

Shul Contacts
@OhelMosheBaltimore.com

Rabbi Teichman
410-570-3333 or ravzt@ohelmoshebaltimore.com
Gaboim:
Naftali Miller & Chaim Mordechai
Meister - Gabbai@

Repair & Maintenance:
Shuie Steinharter & Dovid
Wealcatch– FixIt@

Laining Schedule:
Pinchas Friedman- Lain@

Bulletin & Announcements:
Shoshana Goldberg & Gali
Wealcatch– Bulletin@

Kiddush, Shalosh Seudos
Sponsorship & Hall rental:
Miri Adler - Kiddush@
Sforim & Siddurim:
Dovi Becker– Library@
Pledge Balances:
Miri Adler– Pledges@

Sisterhood@
Bracha Caine, Shira Friedman,
Elise Steinharter, Gali Wealcatch
Agudah Scrip
Sasha Zakharin - scrip@
Building Committee - Building@

Rabbi Zvi Teichman
C ONGREGATION O HEL M OSHE
2808 S MITH A VE
B ALTIMORE , MD 21209
WWW . OHELMOSHEBALTIMORE . COM
D AVEN @ OHELMOSHEBALTIMORE . COM
(410) 878-7521

Issue #505

R ABBI ’ S M ESSAGE :

Bat tle of Wills

As Rivkah departs home to meet her destiny as the wife of Yitzchok, her brother Lavan
confers a blessing upon her.
(אחתנו את היי לאלפי רבבה ויירש זרעך את שער שנאיו )בראשית כד ס, Our sister, may you come to the
thousand of myriads, and may your offspring inherit the gate of its foes.
Lavan was aware of the blessing bestowed upon Avraham after the Akeidah, where the angel
conveys G-d’s promise, כי ברך אברכך והרבה ארבה את זרעך ככוכבי השמים וכחול אשר על שפת הים
וירש זרעך את שער איביו
()שם כב יז, That I will surely bless you and greatly increase your offspring like the stars of the
heaven and the sand of the seashore; and your offspring shall inherit the gate of your enemy.
Lavan was expressing his deep hope that the promise to Avraham would be fulfilled through
Rivkah and not by another wife Yitzchok may select. ()רש"י
Lavan’s blessing is a nearly identical, with his making reference to numerous future
descendants and the conquest of their enemies. But there is one glaring contrast. Although
Lavan chooses to merely paraphrase the first half of Avraham’s blessing by quantifying it in
numbers rather than using the metaphor of innumerable stars and grains of sand, in the
second half he utilizes the exact words but strangely chooses to replace איביו, foes, with its
synonym שנאיו, enemies. Why?
How are to understand in general the very essence of this wish, to vanquish our enemies? The
existence of enemies is a sad reality we must face, but is that a ‘goal’ we aspire to or simply
an unfortunate necessity we must resort to? Yet after passing the pinnacle of all challenges,
the Akeidah, is this a most longed for ideal that needs to be expressed specifically here?
Who is this ‘foe’ the angel is assuring Avraham he will be overcome?
The Midrash reveals the foe intimated in this verse is the nation of תרמוד, Tarmud. The
Midrash states that ‘fortunate is the one who will be privileged to see the downfall of
Tarmud.’

Our credo is founded on אמת, truth; on attaining the proud appellation of אדם, Man, rooted in
דמה, meaning similar, emphasizing our emulating G-d in His attributes and in the godly
power to choose rather than do indulge reflexively; and on אור, light, the principles of Torah
that illuminate even the darkest corners of life.
The saintly Reb Yisroel Charif of Satinov, one of the famed disciples of the holy Baal Shem
Tov, quotes the Arizal who says that Adam after having sinned diminished three
fundamental אלפי"ן, alephs from the world.
He reduced the  אfrom אור ;אדם ;אמת.  אמתwithout the  אis מת, death.  אדםabsent an  אis דם,
blood, merely a physical life force no different than animal.  אורsubtracting the  אis left with
just ור. He then goes on to suggest that  תרמודis comprised of the letters that remain when
one removes the א, the primary letter that represents אלופו של עולם, the Chief of the world;
the Creator, from one’s life.
The Tarmudians who lived by their own selfish interests were incapable of gratitude, for it
would stand in the way of achieving their goals. Gratitude requires an honest assessment of
whom one is indebted to. Those who live not with truth, however, can never feel obligated.
They indulged in promiscuity for they sought not the nobility of choice, slipping instead
mindlessly into instinctive and vacuous pleasures. They refused to see clearly, befuddling
their vision by permitting the blowing winds of enticement to cast abrasive sand in their
eyes.
The Akeidah was the greatest testament to Avraham and Yitzchok’s allegiance to these
three vital principles. Only one who lived with total honesty and trust could carry out the
sacrificing of one’s own son, not simply out of duty, but with love and joy. Yitzchok
displayed mightily the ability to not only control and forfeit one’s instincts, but the ability to
choose to sacrifice that greatest of all reflexes, to desire to live. Finally, only one who
adhered unswervingly to the exact dictate of the word of G-d could ward off the Satan’s
attempts to convince Avraham of the mistake he was about to make.

What is the nature of these Tarmudians? Why are they highlighted as the enemy we must
destroy more so than the evil offspring of Yishmael or Esav? Why is this mentioned precisely
at this time, after the Akeidah?

G-d’s promise to Avraham that he would inherit his foes wasn’t a promise of physical
submission of his enemies, rather it was the victory of the promotion of the ‘will’ of G-d
over those who gave precedence to their own ‘wants’. It was the triumph of אהבה, love, over
איבה, enmity.

Historically Tarmud is also known as Tadmor, and during Roman times as Palmyira. It is
located northeast of Damascus. It is an an oasis city within the Syrian desert. Tarmud/Tadmor
was situated on the crossroads between Syria-Canaan and Mesopotamia/Bavel, on the one
hand, and between these areas and Arabia on the other. Without doubt the rich trade between
the ‘West’ and Mesopotamia, flowed through this gateway of Tarmud/Tadmor.

Lavan exhibited all the flaws of the Tarmudians. He was Lavan the Deceiver, the promoter
of dishonesty in all his dealings. Only Lavan could brazenly claim that all the financial
successes he achieved were due to himself rather than to the arduous and devoted labor
Yaakov invested in his enterprise. He was unable to give credit where it was deservedly due.

In Melachim it notes that the city of Tadmor was built by King Solomon’s slaves who were
drafted to assist in the building of the Temple. The Talmud reports one opinion that the
Tadmorians were known to have illicitly taken Jewish women as wives, with another opinion
suggesting that these denizens of Tadmor had joined the armies that destroyed the Temple,
and when most of the attackers looked to take the spoils of gold and silver, they turned to the
daughters of Jerusalem.(:)יבמות טז
Rashi in Divrei Hayamim II notes that in the book of Melachim when this city is mentioned
although tradition has it that we read it as Tadmor, it is written as תמר, missing the ד. תמר
means to exchange. This he asserts refers to their ingratitude, for after all King Solomon had
done for them in building up a marvelous city amidst this oasis, they disgracefully
participated in the destruction of both Temples. ( ד,)דבה"י ב ח
The Talmud records how when Hillel was once asked as why the eyes of the Tarmudians are
weak he responded because they live among the sand dunes and their eyes are assaulted by
the shifting and blowing sand. The Maharsha sees in this exchange not only a medical
malady, but a description of their spiritual weakness. They allowed their eyes and minds roam
to all that was חול, profane and hollow, an alternative intimation in this same word that is used
to decribe sand, חול. They indulged in their instinctive drives that are akin to spiritual ‘sand in
their eyes’. (.)שבת לא
We begin to get a composite of the character of these Tarmudians. They were ungrateful and
indulgent folk who refused to be ‘see’ the world with clarity, permitting themselves to be
blinded from seeing the light.
Its been noted that the word for love, אהבה, and the word for foe, אויב, are both rooted in the
word אבה. desire or will. When we pursue an objective with a positive desire to connect to it
produces love. When we quest to remove something that interferes with our desires and
interests we too are following a ‘will’, with the result being enmity and disdain.
()שרשים לר' שלמה פאפנהיים אות א אב

Lavan’s devious swapping of his daughters on the night Yaakov was destined to marry
Rachel, only to discover in the morn that it was Leah, was evidence of Lavan’s treating his
women as chattel to be prized, not humans to be cherished. Isn’t that flaw at the core of all
promiscuous behavior, that is void of any respect and decency to the ‘object’ of one’s selfish
indulgence?
G-d appears to Lavan in a dream clearly commanding him that he foist no harm upon
Yaakov in deed or word. Nevertheless, when meeting up with Yaakov, Lavan first
arrogantly states, “It is in my power to do you all harm; but the G-d of your father addressed
me last night, saying, ‘Beware of speaking with Jacob either good or bad.’ It would seem as
if Lavan is intimating that he is still capable of harming him but decided to take G-d’s
‘advice’ in receding. Only someone blinded by granules of selfishness can misportray G-d’s
clear threat and instruction into merely friendly advice.

!!!HAPPY

BIRTHDAY!!!

Leeba Meister, Ariella Berner, Tsophie Ganz, Uri Meth,
Ari Schwartz, Evan Pachino, Yitzchak Burk,
Frank Berger, Rafael Frager

!!!HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!!!
Dani & Ora Kermaier, David & Gali Wealcatch,
Shua & Zali Bier
This info is provided by YOU through the member database!
PLEASE keep your account update with your family info.

NOW FORMING: TEHILLIM LEARNING GROUP FOR WOMEN

Due to the expressed interest by a few of our members, we will be
starting a Women's Learning Group on Monday mornings, 9:30 AM
for 1 hour in the Shiur Room (Upstairs). STARTS 11/20!
Contact Naomi Ganz or Gali Wealcatch for details.

Ohev Shalom V’Rodef Shalom - A Two Part Series for Women
~Working Towards Peaceful Relationships~

Tuesdays, Nov. 21 & 28, 8:30 PM
@Ohel Moshe in the Upstairs Classroom
Led by Yael Friedman
For more info and to RSVP contact Yael at ydfriedman@gmail.com

Building Project - Phase III
Expanding Our Boundaries & Increasing Our Possibilities!
$999,999
$800,000

Lavan understands very well this ‘battle of wills’, but rather than facing the truth, continues
his deceptive ways, conveniently detouring from this powerfully laden word איוב, choosing
the simpler שונא, downplaying this fatal battle towards eternity, and presenting it as the mere
physical containment of one’s enemy.

$700,000
$600,000
$500,000
$400,000

Are we living on an oasis in the middle of a desert, allowing ourselves to be blinded by the
shifting sand dunes of temptation, denying ourselves supernal happiness in exchange for
fleeting pleasures?
Are we ready to face the truth; control our instincts; follow without doubt the will of G-d?
Are we Tarmudians or are we ready to be guided by the ultimate אלף, the word and will of
G-d, and restoring our values, character and drives and achieving true joy and love in life?
May we conquer all of our foes, those outside but more importantly those from within.
,באהבה
צבי טייכמאן

$300,000
$200,000
$100,000
$50,000

TOTAL PLEDGES: $202,972.80
$67,166.08
Figures reflect new pledges, lump sum gifts and payment plan installments
To learn more or get involved in this exciting project contact The Building Committee
at building@ohelmoshebaltimore.com or talk to Rocky Caine, Noki Ganz,
Joel Gedalius, Yoni Herman, Chaim Meister, Azi Rosenblum or Moshe Meir Rubin!

