S PONSORSHIPS

S CHEDULE
ליל שבת קדש

Mincha & Kabalas Shabbos
Mincha & Shabbos Candles

@MAIN SHUL
@MAIN SHUL

7:00 PM
8:17 PM

Kiddush

Followed by Kiddush

Mincha Pirkei Avos - By Rabbi Teichman
Mincha - Followed by Shalosh Seudos
Maariv

89/72 *מזג האוויר בשבת
88/64 Ohel Moshe Weather

2:15 PM
7:20 PM
8:10 PM
9:26 PM
CANDLES NEXT
SHABBOS - 8:14 PM

*Only Hashem can guarantee

Neighborhood Pedestrian Safety Meeting

Sunday 7/16 - 3pm @Ohel Moshe
PGCC has organized a meeting with officials from Baltimore Co
to discuss improving pedestrian safety on & around Smith Ave.
Speakers will include Councilwoman Vicki Almond,
representation from the Department of Public Works, & more!

Shalosh Seudos
Sponsored by Josh & Tziporah Gamzeh

In honor of the Yahrzeit of his grandmother
Blur bat Avraham
~

Rabbi Jeff & Barbara Ifrah
On the engagement of

their son Ami
to Dana Gerson!

Shiurim & Learning Opportunities
Daf Yomi 7:30 AM(Su), 5:45 AM(M-F), 8:00 PM(M-Th)
Daf Hayomi Behalacha- with Rabbi Teichman 7:25 AM
or 8:20 PM or 9:15 PM with Chavrusa’s
Seder Limud (Sun-Th)
8:45 PM

אהל משה

Daughter of Arnold & Ester
Gerson of West Hempstead!
Location:

Toras Simcha Lawn
Corner of Park Heights
& Slade (parking at BHC)

Weekday Minyanim & Shiurim
Sunday Minyanim
Shacharis
6:50 AM, 8:30 AM
Mincha/Maariv
8:20 PM
Maariv
9:45 PM

Weekday Minyanim

י"ד תמוז תשע"ז

To Sponsor an event or book the social hall please contact Miri Adler
at Kiddush@OhelMosheBaltimore.com

See Posted Announcement on the bulletin board.

Shacharis (M, Th)
6:35 AM
Shacharis (We, Fr)
6:45 AM
Shacharis-NEW(ish)!!
7:50 AM
Mincha (M - Th)
1:45 PM
Mincha/Maariv (M, W, Th)
8:20 PM
Maariv (M, W, Th)
9:45 PM
Fast of Tammuz—Tuesday
Fast Begins - 4:37 AM ~ Fast Ends - 9:17 PM
Daf Yomi
5:45 AM
Shacharis
6:30 AM, 7:50 AM
Mincha
1:45 PM, 8:10 PM
Maariv
9:00 PM

שבת קודש
פרשת בלק

???

יום שבת קדש
7:30 AM
8:30 AM

1

Sponsored By

A

Daf Yomi - By Rabbi Teichman
Shacharis – Sof Zman K”S- 8:38  מ“א, 9:29- גר“א

CONGREGATION OHEL MOSHE

Tickets for food and
activities can be
purchased at the event
or in advance at a
discounted rate.

7:50 AM
SHACHARIS (M-Fr)

I rarely speak,
but when I do,
its never EVER
during Davening!

For more information, visit: https://www.ohelmoshebaltimore.com/chili

WANT TO FORM A TEAM? $500 entry fee gets you a team slot, with
main food expenses paid. WANT TO GET INVOLVED? Event Volunteer
Meeting 7/18 @8:30pm - Social Hall.

Shul Contacts
@OhelMosheBaltimore.com

Rabbi Teichman
410-570-3333 or ravzt@ohelmoshebaltimore.com
Gaboim:
Naftali Miller & Chaim Mordechai
Meister - Gabbai@

Repair & Maintenance:
Shuie Steinharter & Dovid
Wealcatch– FixIt@

Laining Schedule:
Pinchas Friedman- Lain@

Bulletin & Announcements:
Shoshana Goldberg & Gali
Wealcatch– Bulletin@

Kiddush, Shalosh Seudos
Sponsorship & Hall rental:
Miri Adler - Kiddush@
Sforim & Siddurim:
Dovi Becker– Library@
Pledge Balances:
Miri Adler– Pledges@

Sisterhood@
Bracha Caine, Shira Friedman,
Elise Steinharter, Gali Wealcatch
Agudah Scrip
Sasha Zakharin - scrip@
Building Committee - Building@

Rabbi Zvi Teichman
C ONGREGATION O HEL M OSHE
2808 S MITH A VE
B ALTIMORE , MD 21209
WWW . OHELMOSHEBALTIMORE . COM
D AVEN @ OHELMOSHEBALTIMORE . COM
(410) 878-7521

Issue # 489

R ABBI ’ S M ESSAGE :

Lasting Impressions

As Bilaam embarks on his villainous mission to curse the Jewish nation he is thwarted three
times by an invisible angel who repeatedly blocks his donkey. Bilaam foolishly reacts violently to
the donkey by striking it. The bewildered donkey miraculously opens its mouth exclaiming, “what
have I done that you struck me, שלש רגלים, three times?!” The Midrash points out that the usage
of this phrase ' ’שלש רגליםwhich can mean simply three ‘times’, but is also the phrase that refers
to the ‘three holidays’ when the Jews made their yearly pilgrimages to the Holy Temple, alluding
to the mighty trek they made with their רגלים, feet, is instructive. G-d wanted to take Bilaam to
task, through the words that He placed in the donkey’s mouth, for his audacity in thinking he
could possibly ‘uproot a nation that celebrates the three pilgrimage festivals each year.’
Is this the Jewish people’s mightiest achievement? Why is this merit among the many acts of
sacrifice and allegiance that our nation has exhibited throughout our long history, the one that is
singled out specifically in G-d’s admonishment of Bilaam?
Despite Bilaam’s ardent attempt to blaspheme the Jewish nation, the ten curses he sought to
foist upon them were transformed into ten blessings. The Talmud points out that from the
ultimate blessings he was compelled by G-d to bestow upon them we can learn what his initial
cursed intentions were. The Talmud adds however that eventually his evil intentions were
realized as a result of our many sins, and nearly all the original curses were fulfilled except for
the very first one which we are promised will never revert into a curse.  מהרש"א:)סנהדרין קה
(ושפתי כהן עה"ת
What was the bulls-eye on the target of Bilaam’s evil eye that he felt was the first most potent
shot he must take aim at, that G-d not only foiled but left as an everlasting inviolable blessing for
the Jewish people for all of posterity?
(מה טבו אהליך יעקב משכנתיך ישראל )במדבר כד ה, How goodly are your tents, O Yaakov, your
dwelling places, O Yisrael.
The Talmud explains these tents and dwelling places to be referring to the בתי כנסיות ובתי
מדרשות, the ‘Houses of Gathering’ for prayer and the ‘Houses of Study’ of Torah.
Bilaam knew that the thriving of these entities are critical to the survival of the Jewish people, if
he could only succeed in shooting them down we are doomed. We have a guarantee though,
that these will never cease, for in their endurance we are assured to remain for eternity.
Is it in the small amount of time relative to our other daily duties that we spend in Shul or the
Beis Medrash, devoting ourselves to the spiritual obligations to pray and study Torah that
assures our future?

Inevitably each one of us in the journey of life, find ourselves entering these hallowed ‘halls’. The
pointed question though is, what do we draw from that experience? Some enter, become
inspired, they ‘go’, but don’t necessarily translate it into action, they don’t ‘do’. But at least they
remained inspired, rewarded for the ‘going’ that one day will spark into action. There are others
who remain uninspired but nevertheless join in the communal efforts at least earning reward for
their action. Of course the height of piety is the one who aspires and grows. But unfortunately
there is the type that simply pays his dues, mechanically attending, but leaving uninspired and
rarely participating.
The Maharal asserts that the only place where we find a specific reward ‘for every step one
takes’ in pursuit of a spiritual goal is when walking towards a House of Prayer or House of
Study. He explains that this is due to the fact that in these places the Shechinah, the Divine
presence resides, therefore one who is naturally drawn and physically moves in order to
minimize the distance between himself and the Divine is expressing dveikus, cleaving, for the
very nature of these pursuits, to pray and study His Torah, is to achieve ‘closeness to the
Almighty’. It is thus one in the same and rewarded alike.
(( נתיב עבודה פרק ה,נתיבות עולם
The very first directive to Avraham Avinu was that of ( אל הארץ אשר אראך )בראשית יב א...לך לך, Go
for yourself... to the land that I will show you. The Midrash here points out that G-d did not reveal
the destination so that Avraham would be rewarded for each step he took. Perhaps the deeper
understanding of this is precisely the idea of the Maharal. Avraham’s entire life was one
continual pursuit of discovering G-d’s presence in the world and to cleave to Him. G-d not
having described the exact location was to emphasize that when one pursues closeness to G-d
each step in that journey is already and expression of deep attachment.
The Holy Izhbitzer interprets this verse’s open-ended conclusion, אל הארץ אשר אראך, to the land
that I will show you, as a constant never-ending goal, G-d will constantly be revealing deeper
and more profound aspects of His connection to us. Even when we reach the destination, the
Land of Israel, the אשר אראך, ‘I will show you’ principle will prod us towards endless closeness
to His Presence.

He failed miserably and eventually marvels over our capacity to make our every step count and
be worthy.

Rav Hirsch in his commentary on Tehillim describes so touchingly the secret to Jewish survival
during our long years in exile.

The great disciple of Rebbe Nachman of Breslov, Reb Nosson, records the following
interpretation in the name of his Rebbe.

When I cried out at day, as I struggled to deal with the all afflictions and challenges of my stance
among the nations to endure, I found solace at night standing before You, the Lord of my very
existence. True, during the day a Jew is forced to fight; for his bread to provide for his wife and
children; against the enemies who deny him life; opposite the derision and shame; versus the
numerous difficulties that are scattered before each man on the path filled with the fate of thorns
and thistles. But when the sun sets, he goes to his close friends; to his brothers; to his books; to
the Shul and the Study Hall; to the intimate conversation between him and his Creator; to his kin
in spirit and perspective. Engaging with them he absorbs the mighty and radiant spirit of our
nation’s glorious past, from whose holy books we draw wisdom and inspiration, comfort and
strength, fervor and invigoration that fuels our journey on the path uniquely selected for us by
His hand. With a common mission we join in doing good deeds, for the sake of our beloved
brethren; for the sake of upholding values of decency and justice in creating a healthy
community founded on principles of honesty and righteousness. Indeed there were times when
they destroyed our homes, our shuls, our study halls, our community centers, but as long as
they pitied our property the Jewish spirit would continue to flourish freely with all its blessings,
especially at night as we would gather in the beis midrash camping under the blessed shade of
nightfall. In the course of hundreds of years our holy libraries became a national treasure of the
people, it helped stifle the plague of ignorance. The Talmud poetically describes how “a man
would return in the evening from the field entering the shul; if he was up to reading from the
Torah he would, if he was more capable he would study mishna, recite the Shma and then pray
Maariv”.
‘By day I cried out, by night I was before you’, this short sentiment expresses the sum total of

BIRTHDAY!!!

This info is provided by YOU through the member database!
PLEASE keep your account update with your family info.

Building Project - Phase III
$999,999
$800,000
$700,000
$600,000
$500,000

The Vilna Gaon points out that there were ten challenges posed to Bilaam that correspond to
those that Avraham were tested with. The first trial for Bilaam was to see if he would be able to
adhere to G-d’s command: (לא תלך עמהם )במדבר כב יב, “You shall not go with them”. Whereas
Avraham was prodded towards pursuing his healthy spiritual instinct, Bilaam was instructed not
to follow his base and corrupt drive towards all things false and temporal.

The Mishna in Avos starts out by referring to four types of people who ‘go’ to the study hall, yet
then goes on to describe only two who do actually go, while the other two either doesn’t go but
does and the last one who does neither. So who are the ‘four’ who actually go?

(ד' אלקי ישועתי יום צעקתי בלילה נגדך )תהלים פח ב
G-d my Lord of my salvation, by day I cried out by night I was before you.

!!!HAPPY

Avraham Friedman, Aiton Marizan, Dovid Wealcatch,
Kivi Goldberg, Navah Jakobi, Hadassa Kermaier,
Dovid Mirkin, Mordechai Frager, Azriel Felder

Expanding Our Boundaries & Increasing Our Possibilities!
The secret to our nation’s survival is the instinctive drive each one of us possess to seek Him
out. We are all among those that are affected by the landmarks of the proverbial houses of
prayer and study we frequent along the trek of life. It is up to us to be susceptible to its influence
in prodding that natural drive within us to get closer to Him.
This is what Bilaam desperately sought to quash and curse.

 שכר מעשה בידו;הולך, שכר הליכה בידו;עושה ואינו הולך, הולך ואינו עושה:ארבע מדות בהולכי בית המדרש
.רשע,ועושה חסיד;לא הולך ולא עושה, There are four types among those who go to the House of
Study: One who goes but does not do, has the reward for going; one who does but does not go,
has the reward for doing; one who goes and does, is pious; one who neither goes nor does, is
wicked.()אבות ה יד

ENJOY DELICIOUS PIZZA, PASTA, SALADS AND MORE!
@The Park Heights JCC ~ 5700 Park Heights Ave ~ 410-542-5185

our experience in the course of our lengthy exile.

הן עם לבדד ישכון, who is like this nation that is capable of isolating themselves in meditative and
focused closeness, ובגוים לא יתחשב, not allowing the influences of the outside world to distract
them from that consciousness of His presence in maintaining their pining for Him.
(מי מנה עפר יעקב )שם כג ט, who can count and assess the profound holiness in each imprint they
make upon the very earth they tread upon in that inspired journey to constantly minimize the
distance between us and G-d.
()ליקוטי הלכות או"ח ברכות השחר ה

$400,000
$300,000
$200,000
$100,000
$50,000

TOTAL PLEDGES: $83,626.05
$24,292.72
In new pledges and payments toward the Phase III Fundraising Goal of $999,999
To learn more or get involved in this exciting project contact The Building Committee
at building@ohelmoshebaltimore.com or talk to Rocky Caine, Noki Ganz,
Joel Gedalius, Yoni Herman, Chaim Meister, Azi Rosenblum or Moshe Meir Rubin!

It is recorded in the name of the Sefer Ben Emunim a clever interpretation of this
request.

Upon the conclusion of the Amidah, we take three steps back as we walk back respectfully from
our intimate encounter with G-d. The Bais Yosef explains that these three steps counter the
three steps Nevuchadnezar took, when he was merely a scribe, to summon back a messenger
who was about to deliver a letter to King Chizkiyahu so that he may rewrite the message in a
way that would demonstrate the proper reverence for the G-d of Israel. It was because of this
honor for G-d that he would later become king and destroy the Temple. We therefore show
reverence as well in stepping back three steps and recite the Yehi Ratzon prayer where we ask
‘May it be your will... that the Holy Temple be rebuilt...’ to bring back that which the evil
Nevuchadnetzar destroyed.

What we are asserting here is our fervent hope that G-d will bring us all back to the
Temple in the merit of the שלש פעמי רגלינו, literally, the three steps we take back with
our feet at the conclusion of Shemonah Esrei, that will negate the destructive steps of
Nevuchadnetzar.

It is precisely when we walk away from G-d that we remain ever conscious of the need to
continue to implant our imprint upon the dust of the earth that we forever pine and remain
cognizant of that connection, seeking constantly an ever deeper connection.

May we be numbered among those whose every step brings holiness to the very
earth, bringing us ever closer to Him.

In the Mussaf service of the three festivals we pray:  בשלש... ונשתחוה לפניך...והשב כהנים לעבודתם
פעמי רגלינו, Restore the Kohanim to their service... and prostrate ourselves before You... during
our three pilgrimage seasons.

The greatest merit indeed we have is to embed lasting imprints of holiness in every
step we take on our journey back to Yerushalayim in always being on the lookout for
the constant opportunities of אשר אראך, ‘G-d revealing Himself’ amidst the clouds of
exile and its challenges.

,באהבה
צבי טייכמאן

