S CHEDULE
ליל שבת קדש

Mincha & Kabalas Shabbos
Mincha & Shabbos Candles

@MAIN SHUL
@MAIN SHUL

7:00 PM
8:00 PM

יום שבת קדש

Daf Yomi - By Rabbi Teichman
7:30 AM
Shacharis – Followed by Kiddush
8:30 AM
-Sof Zman K”S- 8:41  מ“א9:28 גר“א
Mincha 2:15 PM
Pirkei Avos - By R’ Binyomin Moss
7:00 PM
Mincha -Followed by Shalosh Seudos
7:50 PM
Maariv
9:10 PM
CANDLES NEXT SHABBOS - 8:06PM

S PONSORSHIPS

CONGREGATION OHEL MO SHE

Kiddush

1

Sponsored by

?

Shalosh Seudos
Sponsored by

?
To Sponsor an event or book the social hall please contact
Donny or Miri Adler at Kiddush@OhelMosheBaltimore.com

Shiva Minyan Motzei Shabbos at the Bereson’s,
9:10pm, 2804 Marnat Rd #E.

LAG BA’OMER EVENT

BNOS GROUPS FOR GIRLS AGES 4-6

Bonfire, Hot dogs,
music, singing, fun!

2:15 SHABBOS DAY @The Social Hall
YAH (Young at Heart) Women's Shalosh Seudus

6:30pm this Shabbos

Thursday Evening, 5/26
6:15pm till mincha/Maariv

שבת קודש
פרשת אמור
י"ג אייר תשע"ו

אהל משה

Suggested donation:

@the home of Bev Berger, 2518 Smith Ave

$5 person, $18 family
Cancelled if raining

Evenings@Ohel Moshe!
8:20 PM - 9:45 PM (Su - Th) SEDER LIMUD

Daf Hayomi Behalacha: 8:20pm or 9:15pm, Daf Yomi: 9:00pm

9:45 PM

(Su - Th)

MAARIV

Join us! hot & cold beverages on tap!

Weekday Minyanim
Sunday - Pesach Sheni

Shacharis IDaf Yomi - By Rabbi Teichman
Shacharis II Mincha / Maariv
Maariv (Su - Th)

Weekdays

Daf Yomi - By Rabbi Teichman (Mo-Fr)
Shacharis - Mo (B’Ha’B)
Shacharis - Th
Shacharis - Tu ,We, Fr
Mincha (Mo-Th)
Mincha/Maariv (Mo-Th)
Daf Yomi- Take II (Mo-Th)
Daf Hayomi Behalacha
Maariv

COMING SOON!
* 2nd Weekday Shacharis !!! *

28

Shul Contacts
@OhelMosheBaltimore.com

6:50 AM
7:30 AM
8:30 AM
8:05 PM
9:45 PM
5:45 AM
6:30 AM
6:35 AM
6:45 AM
1:45 PM
8:05 PM
9:00 PM
9:15 PM
9:45 PM

Rabbi Teichman
410-570-3333 or ravzt@ohelmoshebaltimore.com
Gaboim:
Naftali Miller & Chaim Mordechai Meister - Gabbai@
Laining Schedule:
Pinchas Friedman- Lain@
Kiddush, Shalosh Seudos Sponsorship, Hall rental:
Donny & Miri Adler - Kiddush@
Shmira:
R’ Motty Rabinowtiz & Michael Denise—Shmira@
Sforim & Siddurim:
Dovi Becker– Library@
Repair & Maintenance:
Shuie Steinharter & Dovid Wealcatch– FixIt@
Agudah Scrip:
Sasha Zakharin - szakharin@gmail.com

Rabbi Zvi Teichman
C ONGREGATION O HEL M OSHE
2808 S MITH A VE
B ALTIMORE , MD 21209
WWW . OHELMOSHEBALTIMORE . COM
D AVEN @ OHELMOSHEBALTIMORE . COM
(410) 878-7521

Issue # 432

R ABBI ’ S M ESSAGE :

Keeping Our Plates Full

We are more than halfway through the Counting of the Omer.
How has it impacted on us?
Are we just focused on maintaining a streak, hoping we don’t miss a day, making it to the end
while still reciting the blessing?
Most mitzvos we do, we at least have some semblance of understanding of what we are doing
and what inspiration we are to draw from it. But the goal of Counting of the Omer seems to be
about simply getting to the finish line. But what are left with at the end? How has this counting
influenced us for the better?
Of course we were taught that ideally we are to focus on the upcoming anniversary of the
Giving of the Torah, Shavuos, that we are counting towards, preparing ourselves each day by
increasing our commitment and devotion to the study of Torah. Yet, year after year, we simply
go through the motions, counting the days sheepishly, with nary a change in action or even in
attitude.
There is a chapter in Psalms that is customary to recite each night after counting. Chapter 67,
after its introductory verse: To the chief Musician: a Psalm with instrumental music, a song,
goes on to express ‘seven’ verses, comprised of ‘forty nine’ words, which asks G-d to bless His
people for the specific purpose of increasing His glory throughout the world. We ask Him to
grant us blessing, prosperity and success not for our own benefit and gratification, but rather for
His own honor, as it were, so that across the earth He will be recognized as the Supreme Being
and the true King over the universe.
Some suggest we recite this specific chapter because it possesses ‘seven’ verses and ‘forty nine’
words which correspond to the counting of seven weeks and forty nine days of the Omer.
Is that all there is to it?
The Psalm doesn’t seem to have any direct relevance to our tracking these days that
commemorate the period of time, during the days when the Temple stood, that began with the
bringing of the Omer, on the second day of Pesach, and concluding with the holiday of Shavuos.
One of the Tosafists reveals that there is indeed a significant, albeit brief, sentiment that is
germane to this period of time. )(מושב זקנים
In the sixth verse we read:
)הינו (תהלים סז ז-הים אל-ארץ נתנה יבולה יברכנו אל, The earth will then have yielded its produce; may
G-d bless us - our G-d.
He suggests that since Shavuos is termed חג הקציר, the Festival of the Harvest, as it heralds and
celebrates the harvesting season, it is therefore appropriate during these days that lead up to the
harvest, to acknowledge the blessings from G-d that enable us to partake from His bounty.
This is clearly based on a Midrash that directs us to a verse in Yirmiyah, where the Prophet
admonishes the nation with the following words:
)הינו הנותן יורה ומלקוש בעתו שבועות חוקות קציר ימר לנו (ירמיה ה כד-ולא אמרו בלבבם נירא נא את ד' אל, And
they did not say in their heart: ‘Let us now fear the Lord our G-d, that gives the early rain, and
the latter rain in due season; the weeks of the laws of harvest He keeps for us.’
The Midrash explains that the Prophet is taking them to task for their smug confidence, after
having experienced a healthy rain season, feeling secure that success will naturally follow
course, delivering bountiful crops and harvest. He reminds them though of the ‘the weeks of the
laws of harvest’, a reference to the seven weeks between Pesach and Shavuos, when there still
exists the distinct possibility of ‘perilous dew and destructive winds’ that can ruin the crops that
still require G-d’s vigilant protection.
The Midrash concludes that only if we fulfill the charge of )שבע שבתות תמימות תהיינה (ויקרא כג טו
, seven weeks, they shall be ‘complete’ , by carrying out the ‘will of G-d’, will we first achieve
success.
)(ויק"ר כח ג ועץ יוסף שם
So often in life the only times we turn to G-d is during times of desperation. When facing illness,
an approaching enemy or becoming disabled, we know where we must turn. But when things
are going smoothly; there’s money in the bank; our vital signs indicate superb health; all seems
peaceful, we become complacent and naively assume the status quo will remain.
The Jews in the days of Yirmiyah too, became victims of their complacency. After a good
winter and its nourishing rains they naturally assumed all would be good. They neglected to
implement the message of counting ‘complete’ days. The greatness in serving G-d lies in

devoting every ounce of one’s being, especially when one’s life is ‘perfect’. When one realizes
that it is precisely in times of success that we are challenged to push ourselves as mightily, if
not more so, than when we turn to G-d in times of desperation, that is when one attains
‘completeness’.

ENJOY DELICIOUS PIZZA, PASTA, SALADS AND MORE!
@The Park Heights JCC ~ 5700 Park Heights Ave ~ 410-542-5185

It is no coincidence that these two realities overlap; the season of harvest and the counting
towards the day the Torah was received. It is only when we realize that our success should
never be taken for granted and is contingent on devoting ourselves ‘completely’ to the task,
that is when we be deserving of G-d’s continued blessing.

The word used here to imply this mission is: ,תמימותliterally meaning unblemished. The
antonym of ,תמיםcomplete, is ,מוםa blemish. Why does the Torah choose to use this term
rather than the more accurate description of perfection implicit in the word שלם, perfect?
A Kohen, a Priest, can only serve in the Temple if he is unblemished. This seems
discriminatory. Is a person with a blemish less worthy in G-d’s eyes? On the contrary,
wouldn’t one who overcame a disability and handicap perhaps even be on a higher spiritual
plane than one who never faced that challenge?
Rav Samson Raphael Hirsch makes a remarkable observation and statement regarding this
puzzling issue.
It is not the afflicted and the infirm, not the blind and the lame, the disfigured and crippled,
the broken and the sick, for whom the Jewish Altar is erected, so that the weary, burdened
humanity can drag itself up to it to find compassionate consolation or even miraculous
healing. It is life in its completeness, in its freshness and strength, which there is to gain
consecration to an active life of G-d serving deeds, and thereby acquire the everlasting
freshness of youth and unbroken forces of life. Life and strength, not death and weakness, live
at the Altars of G-d. They demand the surrendering of the whole human being to make man
flourish in every phase of life...
In no way does the Torah diminish the worth of those who are ‘blemished’. But in the Temple,
where we are taught that one must ‘surrender completely’ to G-d’s will, we must excuse the
blemished from serving in order to quash the possibility of corrupting the true role of religion,
lest a blemished notion be conveyed that implies religion is merely there to serve as a crutch
for the infirm and a source of solace and consolation for the disabled. The requirement of
unblemished priests firmly asserts, without any doubt, that man in his wholeness must submit
his full strength and abilities in serving G-d completely.
We must want religion not merely need it.
So at the end of the day we recite Psalm 67 not simply to acknowledge His blessings in this
harvest season. At a time when we are mightily successful after a strong winter we take our
strengths and exclaim that it is not out of ‘need’ that we turn to G-d but rather out of a desire
to devote and submit our vast energies and talents completely to G-d. With this attitude we
achieve our ultimate purpose on this earth.
Indeed, our days must be ‘unblemished’; days of initiated devotion, and not ‘blemished’ days;
days of desperate devotion turning to G-d out of helplessness and dire need.
Although in ancient times the harvest season meant literally just that, in our days the ‘weeks of
the laws of harvest’ take on a different meaning, referring to all our successes in life. During
these days we must ponder the lack of awareness on our part regarding this contingency and
how much we take for granted our ‘harvest’ by not investing enough time in the pursuit of
Torah study and the promotion of mitzvos. Were we facing financial collapse we would gird
our loins, pray with intensity, devote significant time to increasing our merits of Torah study
and charitable acts. Yet when we are comfortable with our conquests, we sit back and relax in
our ‘total surrender’ to G-d’s will.
How often do we complain ‘our plate is full’ and we simply haven’t enough time to increase
our learning? Would we rather have that ‘full plate’ disappear from before our eyes?
Which challenge would we rather; desperate need or the pressure of success?
Success indeed breeds success but only if it is laced with a complete surrender of our
successes to His will.
We must live ‘unblemished days’ of renewed and inspired commitment appreciating our
blessed bounty that will invigorate us with newfound energy to surrender our strengths
completely to G-d.
צבי טייכמאן, באהבה

!!!HAPPY

BIRTHDAY!!!

Beverly Berger, Shoshi Caine, Aviva
Schwartz, Naami Schorr, Shlomo Kushner,
Yechiel Levin, Leibel Sheynman,
Ariel Rosenblum, Moshe Aharon Burstyn,
Yehuda Mako, Eli Cohn, Asher Frydman,
Yehudis Rubin, Malka Hosner.

!!!HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!!!

Shlomo & Emily Kushner ,
Dov & Miriam Becker , Yechiel & Tzippy Levin

NICHUM AVELIM:

We express our condolences to Marc
Bereson on the loss of his mother. Shiva
concludes with Shacharis Sunday.
TWO INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITIES TO GET HEALTHY AND
RAISE MONEY FOR A GOOD CAUSE!

Jewish Caring Network - 5K Care Run!
5/29 for Men & 6/5 for Women

Sign up now!
www.jewishcaringnetwork.org

