S CHEDULE
ליל שבת קדש

Mincha & Shabbos Candles

יום שבת קדש

Daf Yomi - By Rabbi Teichman

S PONSORSHIPS

CONGREGATION OHEL MO SHE

4:49 PM

Kiddush: Sponsored by

1

7:30 AM

In honor of Avi’s Siyum on
Maseches Taanis

Shacharis – Followed by Kiddush
8:30 AM
-Sof Zman K”S מ“א9:08  גר“א9:50
Mincha 2:15 PM
Mincha - Followed by Shalosh Seudos
4:40 PM
Maariv
5:59 PM
CANDLES NEXT SHABBOS - 4:56 PM

Avos U’Banim
This Week at 6:55pm

Learning, Prizes, Pizza & a story from the Rabbi!

Sponsored by Moshe Meir & Shoshana Rubin

In honor of Rabbi Teichman!

For more information and sponsorship opportunities contact
Yoni Herman at yonahherman@yahoo.com

Avi & Meira Mandel

Shalosh Seudos: Co-Sponsored by
Isaac & Amalia Kotlicky
Commemorating theYahrzeit of her father
Shmuel Avraham ben Avraham

שבת קודש
פרשת בא
ו' שבט תשע"ו

&

Avi & Terese Agrich
Commemorating theYahrzeit of his Father
Massud Asher ben Abraham
To Sponsor an event or book the social hall please contact
Donny or Miri Adler at Kiddush@OhelMosheBaltimore.com

אהל משה

OH YAH!!! The Young at heart Melave Malka was a hit!

NEW!!! WINTER MAARIV !!!

8:05 PM (Mo - Th)
GREAT FIRST WEEK, SOLID MINYAN FOLLOWED BY LEARNING!

Weekday Minyanim
Sunday
Shacharis IDaf Yomi - By Rabbi Teichman
Shacharis II Mincha / Maariv
Maariv (Su - Th)

Weekdays

6:50 AM
7:30 AM
8:30 AM
4:55 PM
9:45 PM

Daf Yomi - By Rabbi Teichman

5:45 AM

Shacharis - Mo- & Th
Shacharis - Tu, We, Fr
Mincha (Mo-Th)
Mincha/Maariv (Mo-Th)
Maariv (Mo - Th)
Daf Yomi (Take II)
Daf Hayomi Behalacha (Su-Th)
Maariv (Su - Th)

6:35 AM
6:45 AM
1:45 PM
4:55 PM
9:45 PM
8:05 PM
9:15 PM
9:45 PM

Thank you Frank & Beverly Berger for hosting & the great idea!
Shul Contacts
@OhelMosheBaltimore.com

Rabbi Teichman
410-570-3333 or ravzt@ohelmoshebaltimore.com
Gaboim:
Naftali Miller & Chaim Mordechai Meister - Gabbai@
Laining Schedule:
Pinchas Friedman- Lain@
Kiddush, Shalosh Seudos Sponsorship, Hall rental:
Donny & Miri Adler - Kiddush@
Shmira:
R’ Motty Rabinowtiz & Michael Denise—Shmira@
Sforim & Siddurim:
Dovi Becker– Library@
Repair & Maintenance:
Shuie Steinharter & Dovid Wealcatch– FixIt@
Agudah Scrip:
Sasha Zakharin - szakharin@gmail.com

Rabbi Zvi Teichman
C ONGREGATION O HEL M OSHE
2808 S MITH A VE
B ALTIMORE , MD 21209
WWW . OHELMOSHEBALTIMORE . COM
D AVEN @ OHELMOSHEBALTIMORE . COM
(410) 878-7521

Issue # 415

R ABBI ’ S M ESSAGE :

Keeping the Dogs at Bay

Moshe takes one parting shot at Pharaoh, never to see him again, warning
him of the impending Plague of the Firstborn.
Moshe first describes how absolutely every firstborn among the Egyptians
will die. He then goes on to foretell of the resulting ‘great outcry’ of painful
anguish that will be expressed by the people, that will be unparalleled in its
magnitude in the history of all mankind. Finally he reveals to Pharaoh that
‘against the Children of Israel, no dog shall whet its tongue, against neither
man nor beast, so that you shall know that G-d will have differentiated
between Egypt and Israel’.
It seems quite strange that Moshe chooses not to distinguish between the
Egyptians and the Jews by accentuating the fact that not even one Jewish
firstborn will die, but rather by emphasizing merely the silence of the dogs
towards the Children of Israel.

What is this ‘great outcry’ that the Torah stresses? Of course, with so many
deaths and ‘not a house where there was no corpse’, there would naturally be
an overwhelming outburst of grief. What added dimension to this plague is
punctuated by reporting this fact?
The term used to describe this lack of any barking dogs among the dwellings
of the Jews is intriguing.
)לא יחרץ כלב לשנו (שמות יא ו, No dog shall whet its tongue. The word normally
associated with barking is נבח, the root word used here of חרץ, is a matter of
much discussion. Some allege it means to ‘growl’, ‘bark’, ‘bite’, ‘sharpen’ (its
tongue), or perhaps ‘wag’. All of these translations somehow relate to the dog
stifling its normal instinct to react, by either; sharpening its tongue; growling;
barking; biting or simply wagging.
The Ibn Ezra, however, directs us to a verse in Melachim, כן משפטיך אתה חרצת
)(מ"א כ מ, So shall your judgment be, yourself has decided it, where the word
implies rendering a decision.
What ‘decision’ or ‘judgment’ do dogs generally adjudicate over before
barking that the Torah finds it necessary to tell us here that the dogs didn’t
‘decide’ to bark?
Until the Plague of the Firstborn the Egyptian people took a physical beating.
Their water, crops, bodies and livestock were afflicted with painful and
damaging assortment of assaults.
Somehow this toughened people led by their pompous and defiant king, held
on to their pride and distorted self-confidence, in taking it on the chin rather
than submitting to defeat.
They were still a mighty nation with a system of government that was headed
by their Pharaoh, supported by the privileged caste of firstborns and followed
by the people who each found themselves a roll within this hierarchical
system. As long as the leaders could maintain their composure, displaying
confidence in their positions of leadership instilling a loyalty, within the
populace, to the kingdom, they would fend off their pain for the sake of the
greater nation.
But with the advent of the total decimation of the upper echelons of this
precarious ‘House of Cards’, they were left with nothing to have faith in, and
became totally demoralized causing true fear to set in. The great ‘outcry’
wasn’t merely over the grief on the loss of their loved ones, but rather a
paralyzing angst that their whole world was crashing in. Never in history did
an entire nation suddenly discover at once that the ‘Emperor had no clothes’!

The contrast between the Egyptian nation and the Jewish one, wasn’t
simply the total survival of every firstborn among them, but rather their
absolute faith in G-d that instilled within them an
aura of extraordinary confidence in themselves, in their mission, and in their
deepening bond with the Creator.
Dogs sense fear or confidence and react accordingly. The Egyptians were
falling apart emotionally and displaying profound angst and fear that
prodded the dogs to respond with wild and frantic barking. The Jewish
nation on the other hand were supremely calm, firmly implanted in the safe
and warm embrace of a benevolent and caring G-d. The dogs instinctively
reacted in kind by withholding any display of anxiety whatsoever.
Perhaps this is the ‘judgment’ the Torah alludes to, referring to dogs natural
ability to sense and discern danger or safety, fear or calm, and reflect it in
their behavior.
In Torah literature the ‘barking dog’ serves as a metaphor at times for; ‘the
dogs that surround us’, our enemies; the evil inclination; the speaker of
Loshon Hora, slander.
The antidote for these marauding canines is to reaffirm our faith in G-d and
ourselves. When we doubt G-d’s unconditional concern for us, that is when
we are exposed to the attacks of these vicious dogs. They sense our fear and
seek to undermine us further by adding to our angst.
When we weaken in our personal resolve to grow, the keen sense of smell
of the doglike evil inclination picks up our scent and growls menacingly at
our helplessness, compelling us to sink even further in our self-doubt.

When we doubt ourselves and our abilities and lose faith in our personal
mission, that is precisely when the slandering ‘frisky dogs’ attempt to take
advantage of those vulnerabilities by yelping their aspersions upon our
character, further diminishing our confidence in ourselves. They desperately
seek to draw us into the ‘dogfight’, compelling us to join them in the hurling
of invective that will only leave us muddied and wounded.
The Plague of the Firstborn and its impact served as the ultimate distinction
between our two nations.
Will we strut through life with an artificial sense of power and confidence
supplied by privilege and circumstance, positioning ourselves conveniently
above others, where we can assert our authority and influence?

Or will we lead lives of purpose and mission, empowered by our
relationship with the Almighty and His faith in us, that will bring a quiet
calm to all our endeavors even when they don’t bring out our expected
results?
If we mimic the former attitude, sooner or later our personal ‘House of
Cards’ will collapse, exposing the folly of our ways, leaving us among the
ruins of ancient Egyptian culture.
But if we ‘gird our loins’ with determination, firmly placing ‘our shoes on
our feet’, trekking purposefully towards our goals, and carry proudly the
‘staff in our hands’, we will be able to face any challenge and succeed in
keeping those ‘dogs at bay’ as our ancestors so admirably did on that fateful
night!

,באהבה
צבי טייכמאן

!!!HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!!
Ora Kermaier, Aryeh Leib Michael ,
Ilana Grosberg , Yael Friedman ,
Shalva Kermaier , Gobbie Cohn ,
Daniella Drabkin , Yaakov King ,
Shira Schorr , Deena Meister ,
Shalom Friedman , Yaakov Berkowitz
!!!HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!!!
Yudi & Jennifer Englard
YAHRZEIT:
Irvin Naiman - For his father, Gerald Eli Naiman
Yaakov Eliyahu ben Dovid

Amalia Kotlicky - For her father
Shmuel Avraham ben Avraham

Avi Agrich - For his mother, father
Massud Asher ben Abraham
This info is provided by YOU through the member database. Please be sure to
update so we can celebrate and commemorate important dates with you!

BNOS SHABBOS PROGRAM FOR GIRLS
NO PROGRAM THIS WEEK, VACATION!
Back by popular demand from the sisterhood!

Canvas & Cabernet
Motzei Shabbos, February 6th , 8:30 PM
in the Shul social hall.

Event for female members above age 18. $30/person
RSVP by Jan 31, Space is LIMITED.
RSVP to sisterhood@ (can pay at the door)
CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS! The Sisterhood is looking for
individuals to help with various upcoming projects. If you'd
like to get involved, please email sisterhood@

