SCHEDULE
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Mincha & Shabbos Candles 5:58 PM

WP naw av
Daf Yomi - By Rabbi Teichman 7:30 AM

Shacharis - Followed by Kiddush 8:30 AM
=Sof Zman K’S- N“29:28 X“110:08
Mincha - 2:15PM
Mincha - Followed by Shalosh Seudos 5:50 PM
Maariv 7:06 PM

CANDLES NEXT SHABBOS - 5:49 PM

 NOTTOD LATE T0 JOIN! Dirshu Baf HaYomi B'Halacha Seder

Sunday through Thursday from 8:15-8:45 PM
with Friday and Shabbos devoted to review

: Contact R Benyamin Moss bmoss6i3@gmailcom/443-540-1134.

many tifferent venues and at various skl levels. The group will meet from 8-845.
The goalis to learn at least one blatt per week w/Rashi, including review.

Weekday Minyanim

Sunday

Shacharis I-

Daf Yomi - By Rabbi Teichman 7:30 AM
Shacharis II - 8:30 AM
Mincha / Maariv 6:00 PM

Weekdays
Daf Yomi - By Rabbi Teichman 5:45 AM
Shacharis:
- Mo (Be’Ha’B) 6:30 AM
h 6:35 AM
- Tu,Wed, Fr 6:45 AM

1:45PM
6:00 PM
9:00 PM
9:15 PM

SPONSORSHIPS

Kiddush
Sponsored b)/:

Hmmmm.........

Shalosh Seudos
Sponsored by:

Well then

To Sponsor an event or book the social hall please contact
Donny or Miri Adler at Kiddush@OhelMosheBaltimore.com
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MESSAGE FROM THE SISTERHOOD:
"Ohel Moshe in the Ohel!" In between 2
Shul Simchas there will be a huge tent in

the backyard of the Shul. So.. We're having

a party! Come join your fellow members
for a beautiful Shabbos Lunch Seudah!

Shabbos, Parshas Toldos, November 14th

RSVP Info coming SUNDAY!

Shul Contacts

@0OhelMosheBaltimore.com

Rabbi Teichman
410-570-3333 or ravzt@ohelmoshebaltimore.com
Laining Schedule:

Pinchas Friedman- Lain@

Kiddush, Shalosh Seudos Sponsorship, Hall rental:
Donny & Miri Adler - Kiddush@
Building Fundraising Committee:

Ethan Berner & Yaakov Berkowitz- Building@
Sforim & Siddurim:

Dovi Becker- Library@

Repair & Maintenance:

Shuie Steinharter & Dovid Wealcatch— FixIt
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Rabbi Zvi Teichman

CONGREGATION OHEL MOSHE
2808 SMITH AVE
BALTIMORE, MD 21209
WWW.OHELMOSHEBALTIMORE.COM
DAVEN@OHELMOSHEBALTIMORE.COM
(410) 878-7521
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RABBI'S MESSAGE:

(02 T WP LAY TS 92 .. 0YE 92 DA NYR ) D Yipn
From the sound of horsemen and archer the entire city is fleeing... the whole city is
abandoned...

The Prophet foretells of a time when the descendants of Yishmael will terrorize our people.
The sounds of beating hoofs will raise suspicion of an approaching enemy. The fear of
unknown arrows suddenly piercing them will cause them to run. The streets will be empty
as people will run for their life.

Our current events is an ancient story. Fear of cars suddenly plowing into crowds and of
knives stealthily drawn, thirsting for innocent blood, echo fears from a long history.

The Baal HaTurim points out that there is only one other reference in the entire Torah to
this same word ni3, to flee.

‘When Hagar flees to the desert from her perceived ‘harsh’ treatment at the hands of Sarai,
an angel confronts her. He asks her “Where have you come from and where are you
heading?”” Hagar responds "nmma *21X", “I am running away from Sarai my mistress.”

The Baal HaTurim indicates that since Sarai was the catalyst for Hagar to flee, we in turn
would one day pay the price by having to run and seek refuge from Hagar’s descendants.

But wasn’t Sarai justified? Didn’t the angel indeed tell Hagar to return and subject herself
to Sarai’s so called ‘harshness’? Why then would we have to ‘atone’ for Sarai’s behavior?

Upon realizing she was pregnant the Torah reports that Hagar suddenly lost respect for
Sarai. Sarai senses this and turns, in seeming condemnation, to Avram, telling him that it’s
all his fault. She reminds him how after all she was the one who contrived the whole plan
for him to beget a child by submitting Hagar, her maidservant, to him. She wonders about
his silence and why he didn’t stand up for her honor.

On the face of it it would seem like a classic marital feud with Sarai incredulous over
Avram’s silence and Avram somehow clueless or disinterested with the matter at hand.

In what seems like utter anger and frustration Sarai blurts out to Avram, “let G-d judge
between me and you!” Is it possible that Sarai could be so furious as to demand G-d’s
immediate intervention in her ‘feud” with Avram?

The Targums, Yonoson and Yerushalmi, seem to have a totally different take on what is
being expressed here.

According to their version of the events what Sarai was conveying was much more of a
prayer than a complaint. She first laid out before Avram the facts, reviewing how she left
her home and family, loyally standing by his side, traveling to a foreign land, enduring the
discomfort of their encounter with Pharaoh, and finally was willing to let another woman
mother his child to promote his destiny. Yet this woman, Hagar, as soon as she finds out
she is carrying Avram’s child demeans Sarai’s ‘so called’ stature and greatness. Sarai then
turns to G-d beseeching him not to ‘judge’ and settle the score between her and her
husband but to make things ‘right’ by allowing Avram’s destiny to carry on through a child
they will both have and thereby restore peace unto them.

There seems to have been a realization here of a need for a change in the game plan. Sarai
merely meant to demonstrate the flaw in the character of Hagar that would necessitate
going back to ‘Plan A’.

Why was it relevant for Sarai to give her own history of devotion in stating her case. It
should have been sufficient to merely demonstrate Hagar’s callousness in her demeaning
Sarai?

Certainly Sarai wasn’t looking for praise, her sole goal was the future health of the Jewish
nation. But she understood that the only way one could be a worthy ‘mother’ of this nation
would be if that mother possessed an ability to constantly remain self-critical and not
consider oneself worthy merely by the yardstick of one’s successes alone.

Hagar’s knee jerk reaction in seeing herself as worthier than Sarai, remaining blinded to the
super human sacrifice that Sarai exhibited over a lifetime, revealed a fatal flaw in Hagar’s
ability to ever rise to any possible role in the destiny of Avram’s legacy.

Hagar we are taught was no slouch. The illustrious Rosh HaYeshiva of Slobodka, Rav
Yitzchock Issac Sher, alleges that the terms used to describe Hagar as a maidservant is
used in a similar vein as the term servant is utilized to label Avraham’s primary disciple,

Eliezer, who we are told ‘drew” and ‘poured’ the fountains of wisdom he learned at the feet

Running on Empty

of Avraham.

Hagar too was an esteemed and promising student of Sarai. But as she blossomed she
began to espouse ideas of her own without humbling herself before her teacher Sarah.
That sense of total self-determination and ‘freedom of thought” were the seeds that
would turn out that ,07X X 9wild-ass of a man, Yishmael, who on the one hand bore
elements of humanity but possessed the desperate need for the independence of a wild-
ass that would never allow those seeds of decency to sprout healthy and responsible
behavior.

Hagar had risen to great heights in the academy of Avraham and Sarah. But she lacked a
proper perspective of who she accurately was because her need for independence
wouldn’t allow her to accept criticsm. By refusing to examine herself objectively she
developed a distorted sense of entitlement and superiority and seeking to prove it with
the evidence of her becoming pregnant.

When she flees to the desert from Sarai the angel calls out to her, “Hagar , maidservant
of Sarai, where have you come from...”, and Hagar responds, “I am running away from
Sarai my mistress.”

The Talmud derives from this exchange the following piece of advice: If your friend
calls you a donkey, put a saddle on your back!

Hagar was seeking to escape the clutches of her mistress and certainly didn’t see herself
any longer as the ‘maidservant of Sarai’, nevertheless when facing the fiery truth of an
angel of G-d, she had no choice but to face up to his assertion that she was indeed still
the subservient disciple of her towering teacher Sarai, and promptly ‘saddled up’ in
absolute agreement, by stating clearly that Sarai is clearly her superior.

Although she ultimately returned to her mistress, accepting her primacy, that seed of
dissent within her that she never fully quashed, found its full blown expression in the
persona of that ‘wild-ass’ of a man, Yishmael.

The descendants of Yishmael proudly display a belief and allegiance to G-d that
deservedly rises above the other religions of the world in its assertion of a monotheistic
belief of G-d. But that instinct to roam free like the wild-ass of the desert coupled to their
arrogant sense of moral superiority, refusing to submit to any self-criticism or sound
logic, compels them to remain forever ‘unsaddled’, leaving our nation and an entire
world exposed to the violent consequences of religious belief bereft of values & morals.

Isn’t that the nature of the 'nn12', the one who is constantly on the run with no
destination other than fleeing from truths that seek to ‘saddle’ one to responsibility and
decency. Because someone who refuses to take stock of themselves will forever be
running away from himself!

Hagar when asked where she is coming from and where she is headed, responds
prophetically to both questions with only one answer: "nmm3 *218", I am the eternal
fugitive, merely running away with no destination, because I refuse to accept truth and
responsibility, and there is never any refuge from that.

To a certain extent we are all guilty of ‘running away’. We create for ourselves a
convenient relationship with our beliefs and commitments to Torah that we find
comfortable, but often refuse to re-evaluate where we are truly holding and hesitate to up
the ante in our avodas Hashem.

Sarah’s successful tradeoff of abandoning the plan for Hagar’s progeny to promote
Avraham’s legacy in favor of her son Yitzchok to become the inheritor of that role,
comes with a caveat.

The moment we slip into the flaw that expelled Yishmael from our ancestry we become
vulnerable to the taunts and threats of the ultimate N3, the ‘runner’.

May we in these difficult days make an honest cheshbon hanefesh, personal accounting,
as to where we can improve in pulling ourselves away from the enticing instinct of
‘freedom’ that mimics the terrible flaw of the o7x X119, a nation that seeks our destruction
all in the name of G-d.

May the streets of Jerusalem and all the cities of Israel once again be filled with joy and
happiness as we rise up to our role as the true heirs of the glorious heritage of Avraham
and Sarah.
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Free Wi-Fi

JCC membership is not required Hours of operation.

to visit the cafe

Park Heights JCC Sun. 9.00 am to 7.00pm
5700 Park Heights Mon. to Thur. 9%am to 8pm
Tel 410-542-5185

‘ Order by email Fri. 9am to 3pm

Eden cafe@hotmail.com

mHAPPY BIRTHDAY

Akiva Leichter, Chana Schnur, Sholom Michael
Mimi Ankri, Jordan Brookmyer

mHAPPY ANNIVERSARYm

Etzion & Faye Brand, Yifzhak & Ariana Burk

YAHRZEIT

Tzipora Frager - Yahrzeit of mother,
Rebetzen Esther Shuvalsy Sxinw na 1nox
Yehuda & Tzipora Frager invite everyone to a Kiddush
in memory of her mother from 11:30 fo 1pm

at 6627 Chippewa Drive
’

We welcome all those
participating in the
Baltimore Shabbos

Project!

S ha b bat May you have an
P r Oi e ct inspiring and uplifting

Shabbos!
‘We would like to thank Pinny Hexter for doing a
masterful job in fortifying the Chazzan's Siddur !

9:45 MAARIV

NOW ON SUNDAYS TOO!
On the foundation of a solid group
learning nightly in the shul, the 9:45

Maariv is now on Sundays tool!




