S CHEDULE

S PONSORSHIPS

שבת קדש

6:15 PM

Mincha Erev Shabbos
Candlelighting
Daf Yomi
Shacharis– Followed by Kiddush
-Sof Zman K”S10:02 <> גר“א

6:15PM
7:30 AM
8:30 AM
32:9 מ‘א

Mincha
Mincha - Followed by Shalosh Seudos
Maariv -

2:15 PM
6:10 PM
7:23 PM

Weekday Minyanim & Shiurim
Sunday
Shacharis I
Daf Yomi– By R’ Teichman
Shacharis II
Mincha / Maariv

6:50 AM
7:30 AM
8:30 AM
6:20 PM

Monday - Friday

Kiddush
Sponsored by

C ONGREGATION O HEL M OSHE

In honor of the Aufruf ofYaki Strauss
And upcoming wedding to Elyse Ben-Zev!

שבת קודש
פרשת לך לך

Shalosh Seudos
Sponsored by

By David & Atara Kastner

Commemorating Atara’s Grandfathers Yortzeit

Eliyahu Ben Shlomo

To Sponsor please contact Daniel Goldman
Kiddush@OhelMosheBaltimore.com

Yarchei
Kallah

~With Rabbi Teichman~
Currently planned for 1/26 - 2/4

Daf Yomi– By R’ Teichman
Shacharis:

5:45 AM

Monday, Thursday ב ה “ ב

6:35 AM

Tues., Wed., Friday

6:45 AM

Mincha (Mon-Fri)

1:45 PM

MINCHA/MAARIV
6:20 PM
Daf Yomi –Take II (Mon-Thurs.) 9:00 PM
Maariv (Mon.-Th)
9:45 PM

COMING SOON!

Avos U’Banim
Motzei Shabbos 11/9
Sponsorships available!

For more information and sponsorship
opportunities contact Moshe Berry at
mrmberry@gmail.com

ח‘ חשון

אהל משה

Join us on a spiritual Journey to replenish our Neshamos
with the Kedusha of Eretz Yisroel. The itinerary will include seeing gedolim, visiting holy sights, and learning a
special limud together about Kedushas Eretz Yisroel.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Please contact Yaakov Berkowitz for details at
yberkowitz@talmudicalacademy.org

Shul Contacts
@OhelMosheBaltimore.com

Rabbi Teichman
410-570-3333 or ravzt@hotmail.com
Gaboim:
Naftali Miller (Rishon) & Chaim Meister (Sheni)- Gabbai@
Laining Schedule:
Pinchas Friedman- Lain@
Kiddush & Shalosh Seudos Sponsorship:
Daniel Goldman- Kiddush@
Shul Upkeep and General Repair & Maintenance:
Dovid Wealcatch & Shuie Steinharter- FixIt@
Seforim & Sidurim Library Manager & Dedication Contact:
Dovi Becker- Library@
Building Fundraising Committee:
Ethan Berner & Yaakov Berkowitz- Building@

Rabbi Zvi Teichman
C ONGREGATION O HEL M OSHE
2808 S MITH A VE
B ALTIMORE , MD 21209
WWW . OHELMOSHEBALTIMORE . COM
D AVEN @ OHELMOSHEBALTIMORE . COM
(410) 878-7521

Issue# 305

R ABBI ’ S M ESSAGE

Driving in the Fog

In the very first Nisayon, test that is recorded in the Torah, Avraham Avinu is charged
by G-d with the mission of ) אל הארץ אשר אראך (בראשית יב א...לך לך, “Go for yourself
... to the land I will show you.”
Unaware of the destination, Avraham nevertheless embarks on a unknown journey,
following his instincts and heads in the direction of the Land of Canaan.
We are told that G-d intentionally left it open-ended so that Avraham would gain
reward for every step he would take. Rashi however refers to being compensated for
each דבור ודבור, word and word. )(רש"י שם
What “words” is Rashi referring to? G-d seemingly gave no other directive other than
this succinct statement.
The very first location Avraham Avinu arrives in, is Shechem. Why?

Rashi quoting the Midrash says his intention was to pray for the children of Yaakov
when they went out to crush the depraved inhabitants of Shechem for having ravished
their sister Dinah.
Why is this, the first intended prayer of Avraham in the Promised Land? Does this
imply that Avraham approved of what they did? Would Yaakov Avinu go against his
grandfather in admonishing his children for their misguided wrath if this were so?
Even more perplexing is the fact that if he indeed sensed this future event why
wouldn’t he pray that Dinah not be abused in the first place?
The Ramban points out that this first stop in Avraham’s journey, at Shechem, took
place even before G-d revealed that this was in fact the land He intended to bequeath
to him.
The verse also emphasizes the fact that )הכנעני אז בארץ (שם שם ו, The Canaanite was
then in the land. This, he claims, was a portent to Yaakov’s children eventual
conquering of Shechem even prior to the rightful conquest that would first transpire
later in the days of Yehoshua.
1

Indeed, the Ramban adds, the relocation of Avraham to the mountain that had Beth-el
to its west and Ai on the east, from his initial encampment subsequent to being told
that this was indeed the Promised Land, was a portent to the very first military
conquest that would take place in the land when Yehoshua would overtake Ai.
Evidently there were two very different situations we as a nation are destined to face.
The first is the wide unknown, where we are left to our own devices to scout out our
options without any clear instructions. The second is when we have a clearly marked
goal and the specific directions of how to carry it out.
The first is reminiscent of the entire history of Galus, exile. Bereft of a King,
Sanhedrin or Prophet we had to figure out our choices and initiate action even as we
face uncharted territory.
The Baal HaTurim discovered that there is only one other place where this exact word
""אראךappears. In the Book of Zecharya an angel tells the Prophet, אני אראך מה המה
,)“אלה (זכריה א טI will show you what these are”, referring to the exiles the nation
endured.
Avraham set the trend for future generations in teaching us that one must nevertheless
go forward despite ambiguity and that we must search for the truth until we discover it.
Perhaps this is the deeper meaning in the words of Rashi. We are granted reward for
every ,דבור ודבורfor each discourse in our journey to discover ourselves. It is in the
seeking and not sitting with hands folded that we are guaranteed reward.
Even if we err, as evidently the children of Yaakov did in plotting revenge against
Shechem, we are still expected to take initiative and not sit back wallowing in selfpity. It is the dialogue of decisive action that we are rewarded for, as long as we act
honestly.

The Ramban in quoting the Rashi that speaks of Avraham’s prayer in Shechem on
behalf of his descendants adds a subtle twist:
נכנס לתוכה עד מקום שכם להתפלל על בני יעקב כשיבואו מן השדה עצבים, He entered the
land as far as the site of Shechem to pray on behalf of the children of Yaakov when
they returned from the field (after hearing about the assault on their sister)
distressed. ]) (שם לד ז...[ויתעצבו האנשים
Avraham couldn’t interfere with the events that were destined to pan out due to the
choices of men, but he could pray that his progeny would never despair and give up.
He would hope that they would continue the pursuit of truth as they saw it and act
accordingly. Avraham would implore that they have the confidence to forge forward
without fear.
When Shimon and Levi went out to fulfill their intended mission the verse states,
)ויבואו על העיר בטח (שם שם כה, they came upon the city confidently.
Rashi avers that they were confident in ""כחו של זקן, the power of the “elder”. The
prayer of Avraham hit its mark. )(יעויין בש"ח ועוד
G-d promised Avraham that he would one day “show” him the land. Nowhere is
there any report of G-d “showing” him the land. G-d tells Avraham at Shechem that
this is the land that he would give him, but Avraham had already found and seen the
land.
The great Gaon Reb Meir Simcha HaKohen of Dvinsk offers a remarkable
interpretation on the word אראך. He claims that it doesn’t mean that G-d said to
Avraham “I will show you”, but rather “that I will reveal through you”. G-d was
telling Avraham that in his journeys through the land, he, Avraham, through his
action and deed would display before the world the greatness that lies with in him
revealing the Honor of Heaven in all his endeavors.

The Baal HaTurim teaches that the word אראך, I will show you, is numerically
equivalent (222) to בעננים, with clouds. This alludes to clouds that directed him on
his travels.
Might I suggest that it is in the “clouds” that obscure G-d’s presence, the challenges
of faith that we face, where we discover our own greatness and G-d’s guiding light.
We are taught that although the Blessing of Avos in the Amidah begins with the
mentioning of all our illustrious Patriarchs, it concludes solely with the reference to
Avraham, מגן אברהם.
We derive this notion from the verse where G-d promises Avraham והיה ברכה (שם יב
)א, and you shall be a blessing, the Talmud elucidates,בך חותמין, in you they will
conclude. )(רש"י
The Chasidic Masters teach that this portends to the fact that in אחרית הימים, in the
concluding exile at the “end of days”, we will relive Avraham Avinu’s experience.
We will find ourselves facing much doubt but will nonetheless exhibit the courage to
act and forge ahead with confidence.
שכםwe are taught stands for the שם כבוד מלכותו, name of His glorious kingdom.
Each one of us shines forth with inherent greatness. We must not hesitate nor quiver
in fear.
We must discover it even amidst the “clouds” of doubt.
" "שכםis at the root of the word וישכם, which means to “get up”, initiate, and appears
in the sentiment שכֶם אחד,
ְ to shoulder together”.
We must sense the confidence to initiate action and shoulder responsibility without
ever despairing. Within that idea lays our greatness and our ultimate redemption.
,באהבה
צבי טייכמאן

!!!HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!!
Celebrating Hebrew birthdays
Shlomo Berman, Mordechai Rabinowitz
Akiva Leichter, Chana Schnur

CHOLIM LIST:
Every Rosh Chodesh the Cholim List will be
re-done. If you have names that unfortunately still
belong on the list, please contact Naftali Miller as all
names have been removed.
LOST AND FOUND:
A number of Machzorim, Shtenders and other
personal items remain in the shul since the Yomim
Tovim, Please take these items home as we are limited on space to store them.

~Ohel Moshe Sisterhood~

An official Sisterhood is being formed to organize general
Shul events, events for women only, and to provide opportunities for the ladies of our
community to be even more involved with the Shul!

~Kickoff event details TBA~
To stay informed please update your Shul
member profiles, email
sisterhood@ohelmoshebaltimore.com and/or speak to
Shira Friedman, Elise Steinharter, or Gali Wealcatch

