SCHEDULE

wIpP naw
Mincha Erev Shabbos ﬁ PM
Friday Night Learning after 7:00 PM
Daf Yomi— By R” Teichman 7:30 AM
Shacharis- Followed by Kiddush 8:30 AM
-Sof Zman K’S- 948K <> 9:128“n
B’Nos - Hosted @ Ohel Moshe 2:15 - 3:15

Mincha - Followed by Shalosh Seudos 5:00 PM
Maariv - 6:12PM
Avos U’Banim - 7:00 PM

Weekday Minyanim & Shiurim

Sunday

Daf Yomi— By R’ Teichman 7:30 AM
Shacharis 8:30 AM
~ No Halacha Shiur This Week
Mincha / Maariv 5:15PM

Monday - Friday
Daf Yomi— By R’ Teichman 545 AM
Shacharis
Monday, Thursday 6:40 AM
Tues, Wed., Fri. 6:45 AM
Mincha (Mon —Thur) 1:45PM
Mincha/Maariv— -See You Next Year!
Maariv (Mon-Thur) 9:45 PM

Rabbi Teichman’s Thursday Night
Shiur After Maariv

SPONSORSHIPS

Kiddush
Sponsored by
Shalosh Seudos
Sponsored by

Avi & Therese Agrich
L’iluy Nishmat
Massoud Asher ben Avraham

To Sponsor please contact Daniel Goldman
1ddush(@OhelMosheBaltimore.com

[COMING JOON: Data and content is being loaded to\
our new website and member database more details and
updates next week! Got HTML skills? We could use help!
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Shul Contacts

@OhelMosheBaltimore.com

Rabbi Teichman

410-570-3333 or ravzt@hotmail.com

Gaboim:
Naftali Miller (Rishon) & Yossi Frydman (Sheni)- Gabbai@

Laining Schedule:
Gavi Cohn- Lain@

Kiddush & Shalosh Seudos Sponsorship:
Daniel Goldman- Kiddush@

Shul Upkeep and General Repair & Maintenance:
Dovid Wealcatch & Shuie Steinharter- Fixlt@

Seforim & Sidurim Library Manager & Dedication Contact:
Dovi Becker- Library@

Building Fundraising Committee:
Ethan Berner & Yaakov Berkowitz- Building@

CONGREGATION OHEL MOSHE
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Rabbi Zvi Teichman

CONGREGATION OHEL MOSHE
2808 SMITH AVE
BALTIMORE, MD 21209
WWW.OHELMOSHEBALTIMORE.COM
DAVEN@OHELMOSHEBALTIMORE.COM
(410) 878-7521
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RABBI'S MESSAGE

The Joker and The King

The final assault on Pharaoh begins with the introduction of the plague of locusts.

Of all the remarkable plagues inflicted, only this one is singled out with the emphasis that an event as
such has never occurred before in all of human history nor will it ever be replicated.

Despite that sweeping statement, several centuries later the Prophet Yoel speaks of an unparalleled
onslaught of swarming armies of locusts that would afflict the Jewish nation in the land of Israel as
punishment for their sins. In similar language, he declares that its like has not been from eternity and
never will be again.

The commentaries struggle to reconcile this apparent contradiction. Perhaps the plague in Egypt
consisted of one specie while the one of Yoel several. Others suggest that in Egypt the various species
of locust all came simultaneously, as opposed to those in the time of Yoel which arrived consecutively,
not all at one time. Alternately it is suggested that Moshe referred to the locusts in his time and its
uniqueness as it regards to the land of Egypt alone.

How ironic it is that such a significant claim be clouded in so much doubt. What significance is that fact
that it is unequalled if it can’t be verified anyway?

Another anomaly regarding the plague of locusts appears in the introduction to this scourge.

God informs Moshe that His goal in hardening Pharaoh’s heart and resolve not to succumb, is to allow
God to bring about the miraculous plagues, (2> M»w) 2™¥M3 "N27¥N7 WK NX 712 121 72 *JIX3 190N WA
so that you may relate in the ears of your son and your son’s son that I made mockery of Egypt.

In no other plague does God stress the purpose of educating future generations. The accent here on the
retelling of these events to grandchildren echoes a similar sentiment expressed elsewhere in Torah
regarding the obligation of teaching Torah, not only to one’s children but to grandchildren as well.

‘What is the “Torah” of this unique plague that deems it so vital to be especially transmitted to future
generations?

It also seems from the verse that it isn’t about the plague per se that makes it so special, but rather vis-a-
vis the resultant mockery it made out of Pharaoh that must be related.

Rashi interpreting the word *n%yn7, translates it to mean npnw, / laughed, I played.
Ramban directs us to a verse in Tehillim where this “attribute” of laughter is ascribed to God. There it

portrays the futility of those who seek to thwart God’s decrees. In response to their comical attempts the
(72 2°%an) prw» onwa 2wy, He who sits in heaven will laugh.

Evidently “laughter” is indeed divine. What is this heavenly quality that we are to emulate?

The great fifteenth century philosopher Rabbi Yosef Albo in his seminal treatise, Sefer Halkkarim,
reveals for us the profoundly divine nature of laughter:

Laughter may also denote scorn... for laughter is often due to the feeling of contempt for that which
deserves it, as when one observes a defect in the words or deeds of another, while being conscious of
superiority in himself, as not likely to err in word or deed as his neighbor has done... In the same way,
laughter and derision are ascribed to God... The reason is because He hears them saying “let us break
their bands asunder”, words a human being should not use... Sometimes a person laughs when he
deceives another in a matter about which the latter should have taken caution and did not. Accordingly
the cause of laughter in all cases is a feeling of superiority in the person laughing, when he sees another
commit a folly or exhibit ignorance or foolishness. (Second part, chapter 16)

Laughter is the result of “knowing” better.

Laughter is the product of that divine spark we all possess, our intellect, which when utilized properly
empowers us to realize how laughable efforts independent of a notion of God are. Exercising that
“superior” awareness is when we connect with the Divine and emulate Him.

‘When used properly it is indeed thrilling and enjoyable.

It’s a double edged sword though. Laughter can be employed from a vantage point of a contrived sense
of “knowing better””. When we poke fun of old world values by alleging a more contemporary
understanding of matters, we are in danger of descending to the pits of depravity.

That is not laughter but rather ,nmx*>derisive mockery strengthened by a false sense of being ever the
wiser.
As the great Ramchal writes in his masterful Mesillas Yeshorim:

For with one bit of levity and with a little laughter a person can cast from himself the great majority of
the awakenings and impressions that a man’s heart stimulates and effects within itself...

(M5 > 7091 MR 7 D o ﬂb’DD)

Pharaoh was the ultimate “Joker”. He deflected all seriousness by playing games with Moshe.

In the midst of the plague of wild beasts, Pharaoh desperately summons Moshe and seemingly relents,
authorizing Moshe to go bring his requested offerings. Moshe replies that the Jews will need to go fora
three day journey. Pharaoh responds “I will send you... entreat for me!”.

Moshe answers that he will indeed pray for the removal of the wild beasts, adding however; 70> 7% P
(712 1 OW) ..o DR 19w *n93% "2 %nm 0o, only let Pharaoh not continue to mock, by not sending out the
people...

Mock? Lying would have been the greater concern. Was Moshe worried about his ego being deflated

by Pharaoh’s ridicule?

The Sifsei Cohen points out that Pharaoh was consistently a “‘joker”, teasing Moshe by first stating, “I
will send you”, then later when refusing to release the people jokingly claim, “didn’t I say “you”, you
Moshe, are indeed free to go, I never said anything about the people!”

He was a 2nin, a buffoon, a person who manipulated and diverted the seriousness in each encounter
by laughing the situation away. A joker lightens any load by creating a false sense of “awareness”
that trivializes the gravity of any given moment.

The clown who thinks he can repel with his humor the most ominous state of affairs is about to be
taught a lesson or two.

After the plague of the violent hail destroys the crops, miraculously the stalks of wheat and the spelt
remain standing. (27 v oW ")
To all appearances God lacked the might to strike at their entire food source. Humored with this

discovery he obtains a newly gained confidence in this “realization”. Pharaoh the joker, once again
takes back his word. After all he knows better.

Then suddenly, the rug is pulled out from under him. The next plague of locusts decimates whatever
was left in the fields. Now you see it, now you don’t!

The One who sits in heaven is “laughing” at the absurdity of Pharaoh’s hilarious self delusion.

The locusts attack with a ferocity, yet despite their diminishing the remaining crops, are scooped up
and used as food and a wonderful source of protein! Once again, Pharaoh probably cynically
“thanked”” Moshe for the delicatessen as he decided once again to refuse to give in, empowered by his
skewered perception.

Outwitting the laughable Pharaoh, God sweeps away the marauding locust with a powerful western
wind taking with it every last one, including those salted and stored away!
Surprise, surprise, the comedy continues! (0* > ow ")

The verse that describes God’s intention to mock Pharaoh and the need to teach it to future
generations tells us precisely why, (2> aw) 121X *> any™, that you may know that I am Hashem!

When we gauge and draw our understanding of whatever we face solely from the source of all
knowledge we can truly laugh at the folly of man, confident that our awareness is rooted in true
reality.

This is our most treasured weapon to healthily endure the many tests we face. What we see is not
necessarily what we get. We must be able to laugh at ourselves as well, if we are to plug in to a more
acute consciousness that enables us to overcome the most difficult of situations with a smile on our
face. The lack of this ability to give up one’s notion of reality was the downfall of Pharaoh. The
strength to submit to an awareness of 71 X, / am Hashem, in every facet of life, is the key to the
survival of our people.

Despite the lack of clarity as to exactly in which way this plague will never be repeated, we submit
that it is unique. We may never be able to answer definitively when faced with swarming locusts that
seem to mimic the plague of long ago, as to how to reconcile the phenomena with the promise
recorded in the Torah, but we “know” it to be true!

It is this plague that equipped us with a “superior intellect” that gives us permission to laugh.
The mysterious 17th century Kabbalist, Reb Shimshon Ostripoler taught that when God told Moshe,

(X >aw) 7379 X "Ra", Come to Pharaoh, He was mystically alluding to the transposing of the letters
2and & with the pand ¥ in *7y75s name, transforming it from ;732 to 72°K!

The hebrew letters smabeing all labial sounds, and v, all guttural sounds, are exchangeable with
one another for the purpose of mystical illumination.

Pharaoh spiritually transmogrified into a locust! How strange. What does this teach?
King Shlomo reveals in Proverbs, that (73 2 *2wn) 722 X T2, The locusts have no king.

There is no hierarchical system by locust as there are in other species of animal life. They operate as
one entity driven by an invisible force, possessing an inner awareness.

Pharaoh thought he was god, he deluded himself into a crazed sense of power as the almighty King of
Egypt. He was derisively revealed by God that it was all an illusion. The same power that unites the
locust, gives the fantasy of power to the king. In essence, Pharaoh is as nondescript as an isolated
locust!

Ultimately 71 *3X, there is but one reality, Hashem! He who sits in heaven will laugh!
If we can master this “attribute” of laughter, raising our consciousness to align with that of God’s, we
will be able to deal with adversity and never lose our smile, never be discouraged, and serve God
with joy.
If one adds 3=Xato 355 =110 we arrive at 358=mwn ! Speedily in our days!
fyaniial
TN 2%

£

COL

Free WI'F 1

JCC membership is not requir ;
ovsitbecak Hours of operation.

Park Heights JCC

5700 Park Heights Sun. 9.00 am to 5.00pm

Tel 410-542-5185 Mon. to Thru. 9:am to 8 pm
Order by email

Eden cafe@hotmail.com

Fri. 9:am to 3;pm

7:00

Sponsored by:
Anonymous
In honor of the Ribbono Shel Olam

For more information and sponsorship opportunities contact Moshe Berry at

mrmberry(@gmail. com

FRIDAY NIGHT LEARNING

Begmnmg at7:

00pm
Cholent From Q’ is

Hey Members!

ARE YOU COMMITTED?

TO SUPPORTING THE BUILDING FUND

ITTAKES A VILLAGE
TORAISEA SHUL




