S CHEDULE

S PONSORSHIPS

שבת קדש

Kiddush

4:30 PM

Mincha Erev Shabbos

Friday Night Learning - After 7:30pm
With Chowlent’mein provided by O’Fishel & KnishShop

Shacharis– Followed by Kiddush

8:30 AM

Sponsored by

Mr. Shmaya & Susan Turner
Celebrating the birth of a Granddaughter
(Mazal Tov to Uncle Dovi & Aunt Zahava as well!)

C ONGREGATION O HEL M OSHE

שבת קודש
פרשת שמות

And

לע“נ יחיאל בן שמיה הלוי

י“ח טבת

9:45  <> גר“א90:9מ“א

Sof Zman K”S-

Mincha- Followed by Shalosh Seudos

4:25 PM

Maariv

5:38 PM

Shalosh Seudos
Sponsored by

שווובובויו

אהל משה

Sunday
Shacharis
~ Followed by a Shiur

8:30 AM

Mincha / Maariv

4:40 PM

Weekday Minyanim & Shiurim

Shul Contacts
@OhelMosheBaltimore.com

Shacharis
Mon, Thurs

I
Received By 12/31/10 Will Be
FYAll Donations
Included In Your 2010 Tax Receipt.
Rabbi Teichman

6:40 AM

410-570-3333 or ravzt@hotmail.com

Tue, Wed., Fri.

6:45 AM

Gaboim:
Naftali Miller (Rishon) & Yossi Frydman (Sheni)- Gabbai@

Mincha (Mon –Thur)

1:45 PM

Laining Schedule:
Gavi Cohn- Lain@

Maariv (Mon-Thur)

9:45 PM

Rabbi Teichman’s Thursday Night
Shiur After Maariv

Kiddush & Shalosh Seudos Sponsorship:
Jeremy Schnittman- Kiddush@
Shul Upkeep and General Repair & Maintenance:
Dovid Wealcatch & Shuie Steinharter- FixIt@
Seforim & Sidurim Library Manager & Dedication Contact:
Dovi Becker- Library@
Building Fundraising Committee:
Ethan Berner & Yaakov Berkowitz- Building@

Rabbi Zvi Teichman
C ONGREGATION O HEL M OSHE
2808 S MITH A VE
B ALTIMORE , MD 21209
WWW . OHELMOSHEBA LTIMOR E . COM
D AVEN @ OHELMOSH EBALTIMOR E . COM

(410) 878-7521
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Pulling Ourselves Out of the Mud

R ABBI ’ S M ESSAGE
In honor of my daughter Yaffa '

גן

 שand her upcoming role

as a wonderful Eishes Chayil and Yiddeshe Mamma!

Pulling Ourselves Out of the Mud

In honor of my daughter Yaffa '
Yiddeshe Mamma!

 שand her upcoming role as a wonderful Eishes Chayil and

We read this week of the harrowing account of the years of slavery at the hands of the evil Pharaoh. The back breaking work activities we were subjected to are
enumerated throughout the Midrash and various commentaries. There it describes the full array of mindless, painful and difficult tasks we were forced to do in an
effort to diminish our collective body and spirit.

-

Yet of all the possibilities, the Torah reports specifically of only one:
)

א

 (שמ...

The Midrash )
so difficult?

ה שה
הא

ה

 (שמreports that the,

 מ, They embittered their lives with hard work, with mortar and with bricks...

א
ה

מלא, the labor of mud and clay, is indeed the most difficult of all work. What is unique to this job that makes it

- y

Of all the symbolic mitzvos we do on the night of Pesach, from the eating of matzah that commemorates freedom, to the consumption of marror remembering the
bitter servitude, there is one item we use which reminds us of the painful and laborious creating of mortar and bricks. The dipping of marror in charoses which is
ל, memorializing the mud. (.
(
The Talmud states that not only must we make the charoses thick to resemble mud, but we should also add spices (such as cinnamon) to resemble the
was thrown in to the mortar to fortify the clay bricks.
Additionally, the Gemara continues, we should add something sour,
ל
,
“
”,
w
)(שה"ש ה
 שמה לה ל...
ה, Under the apple tree I awakened you... there was she in labor and brought you forth.

, straw, that
,

This verse pertains to the tradition that the women in Egypt aroused their dejected husbands to family life under the apple tree, and dauntingly birthed their children
there, far away from the snooping eyes of the Egyptian troops. Thus our custom to add apples to the mixture of charoses.
y

“

”

In Pirkei deRebbe Eliezer ) "א מ

x

y?

( we find a remarkable convergence of these two ideas:

...they would trample the straw together with their donkeys,wives, sons and daughters and the straw of the desert would penetrate their soles causing blood to mix
into the mortar and Rochel the granddaughter of Shuselach was pregnant about to give birth and was assisting her husband in treading on the clay as the fetus
suddenly exited from her womb and mixed into the brick mould and her cries rose to the heavenly throne when the angel Michoel descended and brought the brick
before the throne and that night Hashem smote the firstborn and revealed himself...
It seems that the fulfillment of the famous saying; in the merit of the righteous women we left Egypt, was effected amidst the clay mixture of
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It was this courageous woman who epitomized what Shlomo haMelech so poignantly described in his Song of Songs. Is it then any wonder why we integrate these
two events in the charoses?
What is the deeper significance of memorializing these episodes particularly though?
The difficult slavery we endured was certainly varied. But in this detail of brick making lies something especially perverse. In establishing a system of quotas for each
individual as the Torah specifies ( see chapter 5, verses 7-19), it created a competitive atmosphere that prodded them to achieve their goals by devising creative means
of productivity enabling them to survive by quashing the competition. In their desperation to relieve themselves of the weight of their respective assignments they
developed into a cut throat rat race of survival of the fittest. Their lives became intensely bitter. In their pursuit of their goals they lost sight of their own true essence
and personal values.

Check our web specials on our new web site
WWW.EDENCAFEKOSHER.COM

It was the women who never lost focus of their roles. Accepting the dangers of childbirth under such taxing conditions and unwilling to descend to the level of
forfeiting children for a more immediate goal.
They kept their spouses on track, never allowing them to slip into the bitter pit of cut throat competition.
The reference to
 מ ל,brick and mortar, appear first in the Torah in the ה ל ה
,
I
“
”
and shackling it to their needs they declare; ) ( אש א
ה ה ל ה ל, Come let us make bricks,  ה לה הל ה לא ה מ ה ה לה ל מ, and the brick served
them as stone and the bitumen served as mortar.
They intended to diminish the rights of the individual for the sake of the greater community, by building a tower that will unite their skills and energies in overcoming
the effects of the divine plan. They failed miserably, as Hashem proved His ability to confound their intentions.
The generation in Egypt are to overcome the same challenge but from a different angle. Will the individual rise in his quest for survival and diminish his own self
worth and his competitor at all costs in that process or not?
It was the women who kept our moral compass intact. It was their constant awareness of our greater purpose and the confidence that Hashem will provide despite the
odds that remains forever their legacy in the jewish home.
May we never sink in the mud of artificial and misdirected goals that endanger our purpose in life. May we be open to the direction of our righteous women who have
a special bond with our Creator.
In that merit may we see many generations stemming from us that will increase the glory and honor of Hashem and his Torah.
,אה ה
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Rabbi & Mrs. Teichman
On the upcoming marriage of
their daughter Yaffa to Eli Atias

