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RABBI'S MESSAGE
e MMM PPV MIN N “Please enjoy the music as you wait...”

As the famine intensifies the children of Yaakov are forced to descend once again to Egypt, to provide food for their families. They take with them the money they discovered
in their sacks, together with a “present”. They arrive and are taken surprisingly to the private palace of Yosef.

Twice the Torah mentions their entering the palace: (1230 PWNI2) GOV NP2 DVIND WNN X, Then the man brought them into Yosef’s house. D12 IWN NNINN NN NN
(12> oW DY) NN, they brought the tribute that was in their hands to him to the house. Between these two verses the Torah describes how they busily attended to “preparing”
the gift, ,nNIN NN and they prepared the tribute.

Rashi clarifies by informing us that they first entered into a ,%#%99 an anteroom, where they evidently spent time dressing up their gift. Later when they were summoned,
they made a second entrance into the ,*»»40 the salon itself, where Yosef dined with them. What is the significance in reporting these seemingly inconsequential details? In
in what seems as totally out of character with the entire episode, they wine, dine and become drunk!

(19 0V OW) Y V10w M They drank and became intoxicated with him. What is going on here?

Although Yosef observed Binyamin previously when they first arrived and stood before him, he displays no emotion. Only after their entering his parlour is he overwhelmed
with emotion. (9 DY DY) M35 WP NI 11033 % GOV YN Then Yosef rushed because his compassion for his brother has been and he wanted weep. Why did he weep
first now?

In preparation for the brother’s encounter with the Egyptian viceroy, Yaakov Avinu directs his children to take a gift. ...nNYM YN PN 039532 YINN NI NP WY NXT...
(™ 0w ow)Take of the land’s “praised” produce in your baggage and bring it down to the man as a tribute.

The Torah goes on to enumerate the exact items sent, .DTPYY DMV VY NX) WAT LY MY VyThe Midrash Rabba describes these as powerful essences, oils and fragrances
with exceptional qualities. This was certainly a far cry from the type of gift Yaakov presented to Esav in his effort to pacify him. What is the deeper significance of this mea-
ger in size yet intensely potent present?

Yaakov instructs them to take .0 n v The word nthas a double meaning. It can mean to prune or to sing. Rashi explains, based on the Targum, that here it has a
double meaning. The fruit that all “sing” its praises as soon as it comes into existence. These items are not the fruits that our land was blessed explicitly with, as contrasted
with the “seven species” the land is more closely associated with. What were the secret ingredients specifically used here to capture the heart of the “viceroy”?

There is a famous teaching from the wondrous Reb Nachman of Breslov, that is echoed in many of the great Chassidic master’s writings (see ,("N7¢> amrthat ascribes to this
gift of Yaakov a particular mystical quality.

The X0 n refers to the “niggun” of the holy land, that calls out to see its fulfillment in bringing about a symphony of glorious tribute to the Creator of our world. He
Writes: Every shepherd has his own unique melody according to the herbs and grasses in the place where he pastures his sheep... For every plant and every blade of grass
has its own song. It is from the song of the grass that the shepherd gets his song. From the corner of the earth we hear songs'(Yeshayah 24:16). Melodies and songs come
from the Eorner of the earth! For it is from the herbs that grow in the earth that music is made. Indeed it is the shepherd's musical skill that puts strength into the herbs and
grasses, providing the animals with their food. These... melodies are of benefit to the shepherd himself. Being constantly surrounded by animals, the shepherd could easily
descend from the human level to that of an animal. But his songs and melody save him from this. For song refines the soul, elevating the human being above animalistic
tendencies. Music has the power to refine and elevate the human soul, and this is why the shepherd's melodies save him fiom falling to the level of an animal. Yy »0p>9)
00 2710

Perhaps we can apply this teaching on a simpler level. Life is extremely perplexing, yet when properly deciphered, allows for the most beautiful of songs to erupt. It is the
song the earth itself exclaims in Pirkei Shira, ,"nN¥om NN 197 the earth is filled with a tangible joyous presence of Hashem.

The Abarbenel, quoting Josephus, claims that the inventor of music, ,(N3 T 7PWNI2) 2 M5 W Y3 .. 9av Yuval the father of those who handle the harp and flute,
developed his musical talent by listening carefully to the clamor of his brother’s instruments, (15 Dw DW) 9112) NWNY WIN 93 WO Y YamTubal-cain who sharpened
implements of copper and iron. He heard the “song of the earth” and enhanced it further.

The industry of life is a cacophony of conflicting notes, it is our job to discern the beautiful music that lies beneath the most annoying of tones. It is “The Great Conductor and
Maestro” that is performing! Yaakov gave over the mystical secret of music. In this present was embodied the understanding of the deeper essence and fragrance that lies
within the most nondescript of items, symbolic of the magnificent melody that underlies every challenge and circumstance in life. 15905 ©)INW > W92 THNY PN,
(2T AN Pa)prepare yourself in the lobby before you enter the banquet hall. This world is not just a place to ready ourselves for entrance to the world to come, it is a spot
where one can hear the music even as we wait! The brothers as well as Yosef, in a moment of heightened awareness sensed the presence of the Shechinah and heard that
music. They transcended their differences even without yet being fully aware. Yosef cries tears of “joy” (1010 1¥)not bitterness, uplifted as he hears the band playing.
They eat, drink and become intoxicated with the music of life. The ©3 were famed for their music, one that produced creative harmonies, but denied a composition that
was penned by a Creator. They refused to even consider the possibility. The oNmwn, the descendants of ,%5 vaw were able to hear a chorus of 7 ©»N2 1913 " that
penetrated the darkness and empowered and lifted them to victory.
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JCC membership is not required
to visit the cafe

Park Heights JCC

5700 pafHeighB Mon. to Thru. 9:am to 8: pm
Tel 410-542-5185 0. :

Onderby amal Fri. 9:am to 3:;pm
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Hours of operation.
Sun. 9.00 am to 5.00pm

@hotmail.com

Shmuly & Hindy Abramson
On the birth of 2 Baby Bey!

Shalom Zachar at
6201 fipollo Dr. - Apt & 5
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LADIES SHUR
BY RALLL Telchman.

Tuesday December 7th
8:00pm
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At the howme of
Esile § Yaakov BerkRowitz
6820 Navajo Drive

Rsvp to Allza Bookman 410-318-8373
or Legzersz4@aol.com




