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שבת קדש

Kiddush

C ONGREGATION O HEL M OSHE

Mincha Erev Shabbos

5:50 PM

Sponsored by

Shacharis– Followed by Kiddush

8:30 AM

You?

Sof Zman K”S-

10:12  >< גר“א9:36 מ“א

Pirkei Avot Shiur

~Will resume after Pesach

Mincha- Followed by Shalosh Seudos

5:45 PM

Shalosh Seudos

Maariv

6:57 PM

Sponsored by

שבת קודש
פרשת לך לך
י‘ג חשון

Ari & Suri Schwartz
In zechus for a Refuah Shelaimah for
ישראל בן ממלה
Sunday
Shacharis

8:30 AM

אהל משה

~Shiur to resume next week
Mincha / Maariv

4:55 PM

Weekday Minyanim & Shiurim

Michael & Rivky Leichter
On the birth of a
Baby Boy

Shacharis
Monday, Thursday

6:40 AM & 8:10 AM

Shalom Zachar at the Tusk home

Tues, Wed, Fri.

6:45 AM & 8:10 AM

3702 Kingswood Square

Dirshu Halacha Program (Mon-Fri)

7:30 AM

Mincha (Mon-Thur)

1:45 PM

Mincha / Maariv (Sunday-Th)

4:55 PM

Shiur Sefer Da Es Atzmecha (M-Th)

9:30 PM

Maariv (Mon-Thur)

9:45 PM

Thursday Night Shiur by Rabbi Teichman after Maariv

Rabbi Zvi Teichman
C ONGREGATION O HEL M OSHE
2808 S MITH A VE
B ALTIMORE , MD 21209

For more information:
Rabbi Zvi Teichman
ravzt@hotmail.com
410-570-3333

Azi Rosenblum
azirosenblum@gmail.com
443-854-2172

Eitan Schuchman
schuchbalt@yahoo.com
443-929-0755

WWW . OHELMOSHEBALTIMORE . COM
D AVEN @ OHELMOSHEBALTIMORE . COM
(410) 878-7521

Issue #112

R ABBI ’ S M ESSAGE
What type of car do you drive? What kind of home do you live in? Where do you buy your clothes?

ג

Free Wi-Fi
JCC membership is not
required
to visit the cafe

What type of car do you drive? What kind of home do you live in? Where do you buy your clothes?
Have you ever noticed that so much of who we “are” is identified by the objects we own! A large percentage of our lives is devoted to
the “acquisition” of material gain.

Hours:
Sun. 9am to 5pm
Mon.-Thru.
9am to 8pm
Fri. 9am to 3pm

Park Heights JCC
5700 Park Heights
Tel 410-542-5185

The very first promise of ""ברכה, blessing, to  אברהם אבינוis ( ב,"ואברכך" )בראשית יב, on which  רש"יexplains, ""בממון, with money!
The Hebrew term for possessions is רכוש, of which nine of the eighteen references in all of  חומשare found in this weeks  פרשהalone!

Saturday night opening from
Nov. 7 2009

We have an extensive menu
featuring:

The inability of  לוטand his shepherds to coexist with  אברהם אבינוafter their return from their sojourn in  מצריםis due to the רכושם רב
(ו,)שם יג, their abundant possessions. It is after this episode that  לוטbecomes “good” neighbors with סדום. In the conquest of סדום
during the epic battle of the four over the five Kings, the Torah emphasizes (יא,) שם יד...ויקחו את כל רכוש סדום, they seized the wealth of
Sodom. In the very next verse it reports, ...ויקחו את לוט ואת רכשו בן אחי אברם, and they captured Lot and his possessions, the son of the
brother of Abram... a strange phrasing, why does it insert “his possessions” prior to identifying him fully as the nephew of Abram?
Wouldn’t it have been more appropriate to state his identity as Lot the nephew of Abram and then his possessions? It almost seems to
imply that the  רכושwas part of his identity! Even more intriguing is the Torah’s description of  אברהם אבינוand his disciples freeing of
the captives from the clutches of the four Kings, (טו,וישב את כל הרכוש וגם את לוט אחיו ורכשו וגם את הנשים ואת העם ) שם יד, and they
brought back all the possessions... also Lot... with his possessions, as well as the women and the people. Are the belongings the most
significant item recovered? Wasn’t the objective Lot? Why are the human beings listed last?
Finally, what is the mystery behind ’אברהםs refusal to take up the offer from the King of Sodom, (כא,והרכש קח לך ) שם יד, and take the
possessions for yourself, when  אברהםforswears (כג,אם מחוט עד שרוך נעל ) שם יד, so much as thread to a shoestrap? His fear lest the King
of Sodom claim that he enriched  אברהםcould certainly not justify his not taking something so valueless as a thread and shoestrap?

With Michael Coplan Piano

Pizza, Falafel, Wraps,
Taco salad, Nacho and
Cheese, Enchiladas

The struggle between  אברהםand  לוטand their shepherds was a philosophical one, how do we approach wealth. Is monetary gain a tool
to achieve pleasure, pride and power or is it a vehicle to assist us in advancing a deeper belief and connection to Hashem? After their
journey in luxurious Egypt and achieving their newfound wealth,  לוטbecomes enamored with success. His abundant " "רכושblinds him
from the vision of the legacy of his Uncle. He is drawn to סדום, whose terrain is similar to that of Egypt,(י,כארץ מצרים ) שם יג, a selfish
place reminiscent of the sumptuousness of Egypt. He becomes “possessed”!
The four Kings, among them  אמרפלwho is none other than נמרוד, the antagonist of  אברהםand all that he stands for, see an opportunity
to quash the philosophy of  אברהםby asserting their might, not in the slaughter of their victims but by using their wealth to impose their
will and gain control. What better catch then  לוטthe very nephew of  אברהםand his " "רכושcould affect a greater statement of their
world view? It is then indeed  לוטand his attitude toward “wealth” that is the greater objective in this war!
 אברהםin his victory wants to express before the world the true purpose of acquisitions. He refers to Hashem, in his oath forswearing
any personal gain from this triumph as the (כב,"קונה" שמים וארץ ) שם יד, Possessor of heaven and earth.  רש"יelucidates that  קונהrefers
to Hashem as עושה, the Maker, for through His creating the heaven and earth He acquired it as His.  רש"יis teaching us that
“possession” is not simply about ownership, it is rather about identifying an item as associated with it’s owner perforce his defining it.
One who is a ""עושה, a “doer” is thus identified with that item. We emulate Hashem by being identified with the objects we own and the
positive use we put them to.( Kudos to Tuvya Miller for prodding forth this novel idea!)
Perhaps this is the deeper meaning behind the Midrash that tells us that in the merit of ’אברהםs refusal to benefit even a “thread”, his
children merited the  מצוהof ציצית, and for shunning the “shoestrap” we received the  מצוהof תפילין. The symbol of ’אברהםs wealth was
indicated in the ""מקנה, the livestock, the  צאןand בקר, sheep and cattle. In the merit of the profound understanding of  אברהם אבינוin
the purpose of “possessions”, he indeed merited that from the " "מקנהhe would produce from the wool of the sheep ציצית, and from the
hide of the cattle, straps for תפילין, thus expressing this idea of a true " ( !"קניןThanks to Eli Sidransky for this brilliant observation!)
May we never allow our “possessions” to “possess us”, but rather “assess” our true worth by how we use our “assets”!
,באהבה
צבי טייכמן

7:30 to 11:00 pm
Come and join us

and more….

Are You In The H.O.C.?
The Ohel Moshe Hachnassas Orchim
Cooperative helps ensure that any time
a new person in the neighborhood
shows up in our shul, they feel truly
welcome and get a chance to make
connections in the community.
Visit www.ohelmoshebaltimore.com
and click on “The H.O.C.”
Or see Daniel Moses

Rabbi Teichman, Unplugged
Join us weekly for 30 minutes of uninhibited
Hashkafa & Mussar with Rabbi Teichman.
Thursday Nights after the 9:45 Maariv.
.

Topics cover a variety of subjects from
Shalom Bayis, to Chinuch, to matters of
Parnassa and more!
v

You don't want to miss this…
- For Men -

