
Hanukkah Message from Rabbi Fish 
 

I imagine that in all of our homes right now we are preparing for a very strange Hanukkah. We 
are surely arranging our Hannukiot and maybe latkes are being fried. But with families 
separated and so much distance between friends, this is surely a holiday like no other. I believe 
that the uplift we need this season can be found in the true story of rededication, and the 
courage and determination the Maccabees demonstrated. Much more than a cruse of oil that 
lasts eight days, the miracle we celebrate on Hanukkah is the determination of hope to 
persevere over cynicism. It is the triumph of joy over despair. And it is the victory of light over 
darkness.  
 
In our current season of darkness there is no question who are heroes are. The physicians, 
nurses and other healthcare providers who have worked tirelessly at great personal expense to 
heal the sick are our modern Maccabees. In the shadow of Covid, as more than 3,000 
Americans die each day of this disease, we are grateful for the heroism that is evident in our 
midst.  
 
As we light our first candles tonight we have real reason to be thankful. The development of 
vaccines offers us longer term confidence that this strange time will ultimately come to an end. 
As in the true story we celebrate from ancient Israel, God’s miracles come in the form of human 
ingenuity and commitment.  
 
On each night of Hanukkah TI will light the menorah (over zoom) with different special 
designated leaders at the start of our evening minyan. (7:15pm). It is our honor to ask our 
healthcare providers, led by our own Dr. Mark Popovsky (chair of the medical advisory 
committee) to light our first candles. Please join us to give thanks for the miracles which 
continue to sustain us- Bazman Hazeh- even this year.  
 
May we all be blessed with a happy, healthy Hanukkah- and a season of increasing light for the 
whole world.   
 
Happy Hanukkah, 
 
 הרב יוסף מאיר פיש 
Rabbi Ron Fish 

 

Link to candle lighting & minyan 

(passcode: minyan) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3249779888?pwd=bm1QTmlBMGU2bzdxeEdBcXpndlNiQT09

