
Message from Rabbi Rachel Silverman
Continuing in our tradition 
of learning about holidays off 
season, I wanted to teach a little 
bit about the Avodah service 
on Yom Kippur afternoon. It’s 
one of my favorite Yom Kippur 
traditions, but is often misun-
derstood or missed entirely if 
you’re not inclined to stay the 
whole day. And in many ways, 
it mirrors our celebration of 

Passover (which feels a bit more timely at this point in the year!).  
In short, the Avodah service - which comes after the Torah read-
ing, the sermon, and Yizkor - is a reenactment of the sacrificial 
service that the High Priest did on Yom Kippur, during Temple 
times. It is detailed in the Torah, in Parshat Acharei Mot, which 
we will read a few weeks after Passover, and elaborated on in the 
Talmud. The ritual is full of things that our modern sensibili-
ties often dislike (blood, sacrifices, and the patriarchy), but is 
also a gorgeous and meaningful moment designed to cleanse the 
ancient Israelites of their sins and allow them to start anew. It is a 
very physical embodiment of the day’s goals - to seek atonement 
and start fresh. 
[If you’d be so inclined as to learn the Mishnah with me, describing 
the ritual and process in much more detail, please reach out and 
we’ll form a class - rsilverman@tisharon.org.}
My very favorite part of the Avodah service comes at the end,  
after we’ve reenacted the blood sprinkling and the outfit chang-
ing and the goat expelling. We sing a song called “Mareh Kohen”, 
in a joyous, uplifting tune, describing the countenance of the 
High Priest. It is not a position we relate to in our time, but it is 
one that we can emulate the longing for, that our ancestors felt. 
Of course, my other favorite part of this service is the last line of 
the High Priest’s prayer that we repeat - which specifically blesses 
the People of Sharon! No matter how hungry I am or how late 
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Message from Rabbi Ron Fish
 William H. Thorpe and 

Otto Koehler created a new 
branch of science in the 
1950s. They wanted to know 
how birds learn their songs.  
After thousands of hours of 
recording the birdsong of 
hundreds of birds, sitting 
quietly waiting of the chirp of 
just the right male zebra finch, 
it turns out that the learning 

curve of birds is not dissimilar from the process of learning in 
people.  
As chicks, the birds quietly listen to the songs of their relatives.  
Soon they begin to babble as they try to mimic the songs they 
have heard so often at home. Next they acquire a juvenile 
mastery of these songs, repeating exactly what they have heard 
before. And finally, as they mature, the birds learn to improvise 
and develop their own, unique versions of the songs of their 
species.
The beauty and simplicity of birdsong has long had its allure for 
human ears. We marvel at the elegance and joy that fills the air.  
But that beauty, just like the achievements of human artists, 
poets and thinkers, comes only with great dedication and 
commitment. What appears at first blush to be simple instinct 
is really the result of a lifelong dedication to acquiring a truly 
individual voice.
There are times when I am asked about the meaning and 
purpose of prayer. “Rabbi, why are our services so repetitive?  
Why do we endlessly praise God, as if God needed an ego 
boost? Surely God wants us to get out into the world and make 
a difference, not just sit around and sing.”
Well, the truth is that prayer can sometimes be difficult. It can 
be hard to find our way in, especially if Hebrew is foreign to us 
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and the ideas and images seem remote. We talk of kings and 
kingdoms, redemption and revelation, freeing the bound and 
binding ourselves to Torah. These concepts, especially for our 
21st Century ears, are strange. They are songs we are barely able 
to comprehend, let alone sing in our own voice. For many of us 
these songs were not imprinted on us in our early childhood. It 
is difficult for us to master this music when we can barely recall 
a note from our youth. Yet, with a little effort, at any age, we too 
can learn to sing the ancient-new songs of the Jewish tradition. 
The goal of Jewish learning and prayer is not to mechanically 
repeat words and ideas. Our purpose in Talmud Torah 
(learning) and Tefillah (prayer) is to sing out the prayer which 
only we can offer. When the Psalms speak of “singing a new 
song to God,” they are insisting that authentic Jewish prayers 
always partake of the old and the new - all at once.  
And for me, the best way into Jewish prayer and learning - the 
best way into Jewish life- is through music. We read the Torah 
and Haftarah, learn our 4 questions, make Kiddush and bench 
(say the blessings after meals), all to music. Even the Talmud 
is traditionally taught to a chant. Sometimes the best prayers 
are those which transcend words entirely, becoming a wordless 
song- a niggun.  
And so, we will celebrate one of my favorite shabbatot of the 
year on February 8- Shabbat Shira. This special Shabbat earns 
its name because the song at the splitting of the Red Sea is 
read in the Torah portion, and the song of the Biblical judge 
Deborah is the Haftarah. But it also always falls during a very 
special time on the Jewish calendar. Each year Shabbat Shira 
falls near, and sometimes on, Tu Bishevat - the new year for the 
trees. Together the simultaneous observance of these auspicious 
occasions points to the link between the practical and the 
artistic, the earthly and the spiritual. They show the link 
between the agricultural needs of all humans, especially our 
ancestors (who were farmers after all), and the food of the soul. 
They point to the need we have to combine what we do and 
who we are. Through Shira, music, we give expression to the 
meaning of life which transcends the practical. Why do we need 
to pray? Because we are more than beasts of burden, schlepping 
our load from one transit point to the next. We are more than 
worker bees, laboring day and night until our shift on earth is 
done. We are made with a song in our soul. It is our duty, and 
our joy, to discover that song and make it our own. Please be 
a part of the song of our people, and our shul. You might even 
begin to find your own voice.
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in the day it is, the song and the special blessing for our people 
bring a smile to my face!
There are a few parallels between the Avodah service and the 
Passover holiday that we will celebrate in a few months. While 
there is a sacrifice in both holidays, a goat makes an appearance 
in both (the one sent to Azazel as part of the Avodah service 
and the one that your dad bought for two zuzim in Chad Gadya, 
at the Passover seder), and there is plenty of cleaning in both 
holidays, the main parallel is the sense of order, or seder, in our 
holidays.
The Avodah service was a prescribed ritual that the High Priest, 
and his helpers, enacted, step by step, in order, each year. Even as 
we no longer reenact it literally, we read about it with the same 
precision, figuratively reenacting with our words the exact ritual. 
Similarly, even as our families’ rituals may differ a bit, the  
Passover seder is done in order with a sense of precision. 
It strikes me as both remarkable and entirely ordinary that 
generations of Jews have passed both of these rituals down for 
thousands of years. And while I’m guessing the rabbis at Yavneh 
(where the Passover seder was first created) did not sing “The 
Four Children” to the tune of Clementine at their seder, it is hard 
not to see the direct line of connection from what they created to 
what we celebrate. 
The ties which have bound the generations together thus far 
are the same ties that will hold us together going forward. And 
perhaps that is what I like so much about both holidays. At the 
exact same time, in very similar ways, the entire Jewish world is 
participating in the same set of rituals. We are rooted in tradi-
tion, even as we spread our wings, pick different tunes, and add 
our own creative flair. 
As Passover approaches (sooner than Yom Kippur, but still a few 
months away!), it is my hope that you will take that spirit of com-
munal continuity to heart as you create your seders and reenact the 
tradition that our people have been keeping for thousands of years. 

New Members as of 10/1/2019

Jon & Rebecca Corke and family
Michael & Lara Kaplan and family

Welcome! 



Message from the President 
Shalom and hello!
I hope you had a wonderful, 
bright, and warm Chanukah 
and secular New Year. 
At Temple Israel we had many 
programs, events, parties, 
and services. In other words, 
it was another successful and 
busy few months at TI. I want 
to send out a big thank you 
to our volunteers, staff, and 
Rabbis who helped make that 

happen. Their efforts are the engine that make TI run.
With a new year, it seems appropriate to think about the future. 
If you’re like me (a nerd), you’re wondering where’s my flying 
car, transporter, warp engine, starship, and lightsaber. I don’t 
know when those will happen. But I can say what our Board is 
doing to meet our future here at TI. 
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If you recall, in the fall we all received an invite to participate 
in a TI survey. The purpose of that survey is to understand who 
we are and what we, as a conservative Jewish community in 
2020 (5780), want and need from TI and each other. 
Over these past few months the survey team looked at the 
data and has begun to share their insights and work with the 
Board of Trustees. That work is still in progress. Using this new 
data, along with looking at the great work done in the past, the 
Board, working with our clergy, will help pave our road to our 
future. We will report on the outcomes and plans of this fine 
work as we progress.
In this new secular year, I and the entire Board, are excited to 
work with all of us in the community to meet our varied needs 
and wants. This is truly holy work, to help all of us on our 
unique Jewish journey. To help all of us do Jew. 
Thank you for your care and love for TI. May we go from 
strength to strength together.
B’shalom, 
Ron

TEMPLE ISRAEL OFFICE - HOW CAN WE HELP? 

FRONT OFFICE
Adrea Gerber – Office Assistant & TI Religious School 
Administrator
agerber@tisharon.org 
Calendar, Bar & Bat Mitzvah, Special Kiddushes, Yahrzeits 
& Life-cycle events
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
Ana Marusich-Zanor – Office Assistant and Accounts 
Receivable
amarusich-zanor@tisharon.org 
Accounts Receivable/Payments, questions about your bill
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays
Ari Rogers – Office Assistant & Publicity/Communications
arogers@tisharon.org 
Communications & Publicity, Donations
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays
FINANCE OFFICE
Carlo Pazienza – Bookkeeper (part-time) cpazienza@
tisharon.org
David Landry – Accountant (part-time) dlandry@tisharon.
org
After-Hours Emergency Life Cycle Phone Number:  
339-364-2810

Yahrzeits by email (and by US Mail)
You might be surprised to realize that Temple Israel sends 
more than 1,500 yahrzeit notices each year. You might not 
know that Sheila Sharad checks each notice by hand and 
stuffs each envelope with care and devotion. We are deeply 
grateful to Sheila for the many years she has performed this 
service to the congregation.
In an effort to be both more fiscally and environmentally 
responsible, this spring, we will begin sending most yahrzeit 
notices by email. There will be a short transitional period 
where we send both ways.
You do not need to do anything in order to continue receiv-
ing your notices. If we have an email address for you on file, 
notices will begin being sent to you by email. They still will 
have the upcoming yahrzeit date and a link to make a memo-
rial donation—a custom that many people follow to keep a loved 
one’s memory with us at the anniversary of their passing.
If we have no email address for you, you will receive notices 
by US Mail. If you wish to continue receiving yahrzeit notices 
by US Mail, you’ve had the option to indicate so on any  
notices you’ve received in the past year. You may also call  
the office or email templeoffice@gmail.com to let us know.
Thank you for your understanding as we make this switch  
to a more responsible yahrzeit notification system.
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Shabbat Neshama/New Members Shabbat
What would you do if you were gifted an extra day? Well, this year, we have a soulful 
suggestion. On February 29 come to Temple Israel and bring your soul along! As we have 
over the previous 3 Shabbat Neshama services, we will start a bit later and sing a little 
more. We will learn and reflect during the service in a more interactive and meditative 
way. But we will still celebrate Shabbat in TI style. For this Shabbat Neshama service we 
will join together in the sanctuary, but we will ask everyone to sit in the center section to 
encourage our voices rise together as one.
Also, on this special Shabbat, please plan to welcome our many new member families. 
We have been blessed to add some 20 families to our membership in the past year, and 
we hope to honor many of them on this special morning. If you are one of those families, 
expect to hear from us soon inviting you to have an Aliyah.
Shabbat Neshama- Bring your soul to shul this Shabbat

BRING YOUR SOUL TO SHUL

shabbat
NESHAMA

TI Youth in Action
From learning our letters, to Shabbat all together. From new babies to our seniors heading off to college soon. 

Our TI youth collected over 60 pairs of socks for Sox for Socks foundation. We celebrated, learned, danced and sang. 
So much has already happened this year! And there’s still so much more ahead!



COMMUNITY

Mishpacha Minyan
Mishpacha Minyan is a lay-led spirited Kabbalat Shabbat service 
for the entire community. Full of melody and song, the service 
is both intimate and engaging at any level of Hebrew or musical 
ability.  
Everyone is welcome; families, singles, empty nesters, seniors, 
new members, veteran members – you get it – everyone!  
Dinner and services are held monthly (mostly) during the year.
Services begin at 6:15 pm. And please stay for dinner – just 
RSVP at tisharon.org/mishpacha-minyan.
Upcoming Dates: February 7th and March 20th

Daily Minyan
We’ve made it past Hanukkah and are well into the new year.  
The days are getting longer and it is almost light when it is time 
for morning minyan.  Come join our loyal band of daveners 
as we greet each day with a prayer.  The hot coffee and bagels 
which follow also add to our camaraderie.
Warm the spirits of your fellow congregants as you join them 
and enable those in mourning or observing a yahrzeit to recite 
the Kaddish for a loved one!  We were there for you, be there for them!
Commit yourself to one, two, three or more mornings or 
evenings a month to help keep our minyan alive.  After all, we 
are the only egalitarian minyan on the South Shore and we strive 
to serve not only our TI members but the community at large.
We are always looking to increase our pool of daveners 
and Torah readers.  The TI website has resources and many 
members of the minyan are always available to help and 
encourage anybody interested in learning.
Additionally, why not remember the Minyan Fund to help 
support us.  
Thanks once more to Ken & Barb Porter for keeping the fridge 
stocked for our morning repast.  I would be remiss if I didn’t 
direct special kudos to Dr. Ken Sperber for his superb Torah 
reading.  
Join our WhatsApp group to help us when we are short.  
Contact me at jeffrey.weit@gmail.com to be included.
Jeff Weitzenkorn

A Green Team for Temple Israel
Have you wondered how the Temple Israel community 
might reduce our carbon footprint and act in ways that are 
environmentally sustainable? 
A group of Temple Israel members have begun meeting to 
explore how we might form a Green Team to work toward 
these objectives.
 Ideas being investigated include improving systems for 
rescuing leftover food and flowers after Simkhot and 
Temple activities; reconsidering use of disposal cutlery 
and tablecloths; starting a Gemakh for re-use of materials 
used once at lifecycle events and parties; and refining 
and updating our synagogue recycling and composting 
practices. 
The group is also reaching out to other synagogues 
and institutions for ideas, and calling on resources 
available from the Jewish Climate Action Network and 
Massachusetts Interfaith Power & Light. 
 This is a new effort looking for creative volunteers with 
ideas, energy and time that will involve joint efforts 
with the existing House Committee and Social Action 
Committee.  
If you are interested,  please contact Rabbi Silverman for 
information on how to join the effort.

The Literacy Team
Literacy team tutors have been volunteering at the 
Kennedy School since the beginning of the school year. 
Through their commitment, children at the Kennedy 
School are given the extra support they need to help 
them grow as readers. Tutors often work one on one with 
students but may also work in small groups or provide 
support in the classroom.
Before Thanksgiving, our tutors were invited to an 
appreciation breakfast at the school. The principal, reading 
specialist, and classroom teachers were all in attendance. At 
the end of the breakfast, students gave homemade Happy 
Thanksgiving cards to the tutors. It was a lovely event.
We welcome two new tutors to our team, Harvey Katz and 
Enid Snidman. They add valuable support to our presence 
at the Kennedy School.
If you would like to know more about our program, please 
contact the Temple Israel office.
Myra Adelmann 
Co-team leader



Jew, especially young adults. What an experience marching 
down those railroad tracks at Birkenau...only to be greeted by 
Israeli soldiers! What an experience turning the largest of death 
camps into a place for Jews from around the world to come to 
remember...in strength. Then on to Israel! And speaking to kids 
on the trip was revealing. They realized more about their Jewish 
identity, and better understood ‘Never again.’
Irv Kempner of Sharon is President of the New England Friends 
of MOTL and has led and participated in many MOTL trips. He 
is the son of Holocaust survivors. MOTL Mass. Chapter is a 501 
(c) 3 non-profit.
Donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 
For info about donations, contact Jim Slovin: jaslov1@msn.
com / 508-846-2448 . For info on teen scholarships and future 
teen MOTL, contact AaronKischel: kischel7241@gmail.com 
/ 781-799-4765. For adult MOTL info, contact Irv Kempner: 
IrvKempner@gmail.com / 617-285-8620. Visit website:  
http://motlnewengland.org.
By Stan Hurwitz: stanhurwitz@gmail.com
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Sisterhood thanks these Members 
who support us at the Pomegranate level

Beth Amdur
Esther Anastasia
Sandra Aronson
Judith Berman

Miriam Blankstein
Susan Creditor

Wendy Czik
Elise Dubinsky
Arlene Flatto

Ilene Greenwald
Rhonda Hoffman

Lisa Kritz
Beth Lappen

Debra LaMarche
Ellen Michelson

Freddi Faye Moskowitz
Marlene Perkins

Susan Price
Greta Rafsky
Diane Sigel

Vivian Tartak
Amy Waisel

Mary Waltuck
Barbara Wax

Susan Wolkon

‘March of the Living’ Comedy Night:  
A Success on Many Levels
Some 150 people attended the recent ‘Night of Comedy’ 
to benefit the New England Friends of March of the Living 
(MOTL) and the Brotherhood of Temple Israel of Sharon. 
Headlining the show were noted comics Tony V and Steve 
Calechman. The MC was local funnyman Harvey Wolf. Event 
Co-Chairs were Jim Slovin and Larry Lencz. MOTL is an 
educational program that annually brings thousands of Jewish 
teens from around the world to Poland and Israel to study the 
history of the Holocaust and to examine the roots of prejudice 
and hate. Visit http://motlnewengland.org.
The unique event, which included a video highlighting 
MOTL’s first 30 years, was designed to heighten awareness 
about MOTL’s vital work, to attract new donors, and to raise 
scholarship money to enable more teens to participate. Jim 
Slovin said, “MOTL’s mission is especially important now due 
to the current atmosphere across the U. S. and worldwide, on 
social media and on college campuses. We must prepare our 
youth to be aware and knowledgeable so they can deal with 
growing anti-Semitism and anti-Israel sentiment.” Steve Rafsky, 
N. E. MOTL Board member and Treasurer, told the crowd, 
“I’ve studied the Holocaust since being a kid, visited museums 
and memorials, saw the pictures, the videos and the boxcars. 
My wife’s parents were survivors. I thought I knew all about 
the Holocaust. Yet, since returning from MOTL, I realized this 
was the most meaningful trip of my life. More importantly, 
I realized how important this experience would be for every 

NEFOTMOTL Board members: Back Row: Andy Fandel - website 
communication services manager, Irv Kempner - Chairman, Steven Rafsky 
- Treasurer, Larry Lencz - Secretary. Front Row: Aaron Kischel - MOTL 
Director/Docent of Teen education, Jim Slovin - Director of Development.

March of the Living Comedy Night
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A Letter on Being Jewish in America
My thoughts are a little all over the place but after some time 
to process the recent tragedies in Poway, and months back in 
Pittsburgh, I can say this.
I am unapologetically Jewish.
Before, when I lived in the States, I was a normal, secular 
Jew. I didn’t go to temple, or keep kosher or keep Shabbat. 
I didn’t have all the answers about Judaism that were asked 
by curious friends who were uneducated about the Jewish 
religion. I wasn’t the best Jew, but I was a proud Jew. I wore 
my hamsa and Hebrew name around my neck everyday (I 
was once asked if the necklace had the number “86” on it... 
no, it says Natalie in Hebrew, but thanks for asking). When 
asked about my Christmas plans, I happily answered “I’m 
Jewish” and won’t be celebrating Christmas, to their surprise.
I never felt uncomfortable in my Jewish identity. I never 
felt the need to hide it or my necklaces or my Israel shaped 
laptop stickers. And now I live in Israel. I had lived here 
once before, the year after high school. I took a gap year and 
lived in Israel for 9 months. Although I had felt safe and 
comfortably Jewish in the US, this was the first time I felt 
surrounded, totally and completely, transformed into a life 
where Judaism is the norm - and there’s no feeling like it.
This isn’t to say Israel is never in danger, because Israel faces 
its own controversy. Nowhere is ever completely safe, but 
Israelis are a strong people, most of whom have served in the 
Israel Defense Forces and truly know what it means to have 
people trying to tear them down. This is the life they know.
Now, about America. 
A country where I grew up in a Jewish home, but not a 
Jewish town or area. But no one seemed to care. We are 
diverse, America is supposed to be diverse. 
There have been 2 synagogue shootings in the States this 
past year while I have been in Israel. 6 months apart, exactly. 
How does this not horrify America? How are we still making 
excuses? How is it that when something happens in the 
Jewish community, activists seem to go silent? After the 
shooting, my news feed was covered in articles and posts 
of support to the community of Poway. But, not to my own 
shock, these posts were made only by my Jewish friends, not 
any of my non-Jewish friends. How can people only care 
when it’s relevant to them? 
One of the hardest parts for me was the feeling of guilt of 
being in Israel when these shootings occurred. How can 
I be so lucky, when there are people, families, children, in 
America not able to feel free to go to their place of worship, 
to feel safe to walk around wearing a kippah, or a Star of 
David around their neck. 

What about my synagogue from home? What if it was them?
What about my grandparents, who excitedly go to synagogue 
every Saturday morning, not only for the prayer, but for the 
community they have and the friendships they’ve created there.
What about The Herald House? (the Jewish community from 
my short time at university in the States). The students that 
go there to learn Hebrew and for Friday night meals with the 
Rabbi, who so much loves the Jewish religion and Israel and 
teaching.
What about the Jewish day school I grew up in? The teachers I 
loved and learned so much from.
What about the synagogue/Jewish day school where my mother 
works? 
Where will I have to worry about next? All these places are 
going through my head every second, and I could certainly go on. 
I am frequently asked how I am not scared to be living in Israel. 
“It’s the Middle East! Aren’t you scared of terror attacks?”
The truth is, no. I’m not scared, I feel safer than ever. 
Are you not scared? Living in America? 
And I know the answer to this question if you are not Jewish, or 
Muslim, or Black, or anything other than white. No, you’re not 
scared.
But we are.
- Natalie Spector, granddaughter of Sue & Ken Wolkon

Natalie receiving the commander’s beret and another commander’s pin.

LUACH Deadline:
The deadline for the next issue is

March 2nd
Please send articles and other items of interest to: 

luach@tisharon.org



Hertz Highlights
We wrapped up our first set of parent teacher conferences and 
had the gift of seeing how our students have grown in just a few 
short months. They have all settled into their classroom routines 
and have made so many friends. Their individual personalities 
are getting stronger and at the same time, have molded 
themselves to be part of a community. We work a lot during 
Community Time on kindness, appreciation, and spreading joy. 
We are lucky to have so many holidays that help instill those 
same values. 
We are excited with Purim coming up to once again look at: 
How do we spread joy? How can we try and be kinder? Are we 
appreciating the wonderful things around us?
Purim answers these questions. It is the holiday of being goofy 
and silly, wearing masks and costumes. The entire month of 
Adar is one where we are meant to be happy and silly.
 Purim is also a holiday where we spread kindness through the 
Mitzvah of Matanot Le’Evyonim (giving tzedakah to people 
who need), and the delivery of food baskets called Mishloach 
Manot 
And appreciating the good around us? Purim reminds us how 
lucky we are to be free and live our lives from our own moral 
compass. 
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The fact that God is not mentioned in Megillat Esther (story 
of Esther) reminds us to look hard for the times when God is 
present. 
Downstairs at Hertz we are individuals, we are a community,  
we are a family!
PLEASE JOIN US AS PART OF OUR COMMUNITY:
Sunday, March 8th: Hamantaschen Bake & Purim Carnival 
 
Monday, March 9th: Hertz Crazy Costume Day!  
Wear your costume to class! Bring food (boxed pasta or canned 
tuna) donations for Family Table. 
Friday, March 20th: Bim Bam “Do a Mitzvah” Shabbat. 
5:30pm-7:00pm. Join Gila for services to welcome in Shabbat, 
followed by dinner. Please register online at tisharon.org/events.
And a look forward to...Pesach!
Monday, April 6th: Mock Seder. For Hertz students, parents 
and guests. 
-Leisa Glass
Registration for the 2020-2021 school year is now open. Call 
now for a tour or for more information. If you know of anyone 
with preschool age children, please invite them to call or stop by.
For more information about Hertz, contact:  
Leisa Glass at (781) 784-4050 or lglass@tisharon.org . 

Merkaz Vote
We all stand behind Israel in times of conflict. From missiles 
supplied by Iran to delegitimization on college campuses, the 
Jewish State faces threats from all sides. How can we help? What 
can we do from America to support Israel in confronting these 
dangers? Perhaps more than anything else it is our duty, as Jews 
who live outside of Israel, to strengthen and grow the vital, 
mutually supportive bonds that link all of world Jewry. We, as 
Conservative Jews, must advocate for the State to live up to its 
promise to be a home for all Jews all around the world in order 
to preserve those bonds. The more the modern state is a place 
for all Jews to feel comfortable and at home, the stronger Israel 
will be. 
By voting for Merkaz in the World Zionist Congress elections, 
you will exercise your right to have a voice in the future of the 
center of world Jewry. Every 5 years this opportunity arises to 
participate in the organization that was founded by Theodore 
Herzl to give all of Jewry a voice in the Zionist dream. Your 
vote, between January 21st and March 11 of this year, will 
determine the allocation of millions of dollars by the Jewish 

Agency. The Merkaz slate is the Conservative Movement’s 
vehicle for supporting Masorti Judaism throughout Israel. Our 
pluralistic and deeply rooted approach to tradition is not only 
important for those of us who live around the world as Jews. 
It also sustains a meaningful and modern Judaism for Israelis 
who are searching for their own connection to Torah. With the 
empowered Orthodox establishment, so many Israelis are eager 
to find a more modern approach to Jewish living. By voting 
Merkaz, you help them feel at home in the Jewish State as well.
Please visit mercaz2020.org to learn how you can vote in these 
important elections. Remember- you only have from January 21 
to March 11 to make your voice heard!
With prayers for peace in Israel and the flourishing of the Jewish 
people,
Rabbi Ron Fish 
Dr. Mark Popovsky- Masorti Foundation board member
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Youth
Sometimes I think our Jewish holidays always come just at the 
right time. Just as the clocks change and it feels dark and cold, 
do we have the holiday of Chanukah that spreads light in our 
house and reminds us of all the miracles and joy around us. 
Hertz had a wonderful time welcoming parents to our 
Chanukah party on December 20th. We sang songs, did art 
projects, lit the candles and sang the blessings. Our teens 
enjoyed an amazing Social Action Shabbat with friends from 
around the New England region. Our guest speaker and 
congregant, Tabitha Tolub, taught us about how social action 
is connected to Judaism, and how to get engaged in your 
community to create a big impact. 
Our students off at college were not forgotten. We sent out 17 
Chanukah packages to students who had signed up. Our next 
package is for Purim and will be going out March 2nd. You can 
still register for this program on our website.
It is incredible to see all our students get settled into the routine 
of Hebrew School. They’re learning trope, Tfilot, Hebrew, 
kindness and responsibility, and so much more. My favorite 
part of the week, though, is still Shabbat when I see our students 
up on the Bimah singing Adon Olam. I see the growth they’ve 
made, their comfort in the Sanctuary, and I see them up there 
again in the future as Bar/Bat Mitzvah and as our future leaders. 
To our parents, we appreciate all you do! Your commitment to 
Judaism, your commitment to our programs, your selflessness 
in chauffeuring your kids to and from Hebrew school. And 
then there are the parents who go above and beyond...joining 
a board, volunteering at events, seeing where they can help. It 
amazes us and does not go unnoticed...Toda Raba!!!
And our year’s not even half way through. Look at all the 
awesome stuff coming up in February and March:
February 8th: Special Musical and Bnai Mitzvah led Shabbat. 
9am-12pm. Everyone is invited to kvell over our Bnai Mitzvah 
students and enjoy the melodious Shabbat together.
February 10th: Tu BShvat dinner for Kadima and Jr. USY. 
(Grades 2-8). 5:30-6:30pm. Just sign up with Gila.
March 1st: Hamantaschen baking and Purim games! 
11:30am-1:00pm. For ages 3-10.
March 7th: USY Shabbat. 9am-12pm. Yes, they plan programs, 
apply to colleges, and even READ TORAH! come join us this 
Shabbat to cheer on our future leaders!
March 8th: Hamantaschen Bake & Purim Carnival. All ages 
from 0-120 who love feeling like a kid!
March 20th: Bim Bam “Do a Mitzvah” Shabbat.  
5:30-7:00pm.Please bring food donations for Family Table. 
Register online, under Bim Bam Shabbat.
Hope to see you there!

Religious School
Purim and Passover
Every person learns in a unique way. This is borne out in 
the Haggadah where we find four children and many rabbis 
all engaging with the same story but from a multitude of 
perspectives. 
The juxtaposition of Purim and Passover is a hint from our 
Tradition about different ways that people learn. Purim is about 
hiddenness and lack of order. About making noise when we 
hear the name of the villain. For adults, Purim can be a time 
of drinking ad d’lo yada, until we lose a sense of knowledge, 
escaping from certainty. On Purim we send food to one another 
and engage in feasts that have no ritual content. On Purim 
day we distribute funds to the poor so they can celebrate like 
everyone else. 
On Passover we learn about the revealed God who rescued us 
with an outstretched are. There are no costumes, stand-ins, or 
cover-ups. It’s all by God’s own hand. On Passover we don’t 
blot out the name of our enemy ceremonially, we retreat their 
bloody end by dipping our finger in wine and recalling the 
plagues. On Passover we have a seder, an orderly meal, we drink 
four cups to increase knowledge, not to cover it up. On Passover 
we don’t send food around, we hunker down with our families 
and celebrate with what we have. On Passover the custom is 
to give charitable contributions before the holiday so that all 
preparations can be made and so that every person feels free.
Two holidays, right on top of each other, comparing and 
contrasting we see that there are many paths and practices that 
can bring us closer to our Jewish selves. 
With blessings of discovery,  
Rabbi Mordechai Rackover
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Brotherhood News 
At the time of this writing, 2019 is coming to a close and the Broth-
erhood guys are scrambling to prepare for Brotherhood Weekend in 
early January, with our annual gala Kiddush and speakers on Shabbat 
and Sunday morning. 
Our speaker on Shabbat morning was Dr. Joel Goldberg, Senior 
Colon and Rectal Surgeon, Brigham and Women’s Hospital, Harvard 
Medical School and Dana Farber Cancer Institute, who spoke about 
“On Being a Jew in the US Military”. Dr. Goldberg was born at  
MacDill Air Force Base in 1965 to a long-time military service family 
– from uncles who served in WWII, to his father, a 28-year fighter 
pilot in the US Air Force who served 3 combat tours in Vietnam  
flying F-4 Phantoms and later tours flying A-37s in Laos, Cambodia 
and Vietnam, and an older brother who served in Kosovo and Iraq  
in a US Army Tank brigade. 
Dr. Goldberg served in the US Air Force from 2000-2005 as a  
General, GI and Trauma surgeon at Lackland Air Force Base, Texas, 
and was later deployed as a surgeon to the Republic of Yemen and 
Horn of Africa on a Mobile Forward Surgical Team assigned to the 
Combined Joint Special Operations Task Force-Yemen with mem-
bers of B Company 2nd Battalion 3rd Special Forces Group. He spoke 
of some of his amazing family experiences as a Jew in the US Military.
Our Sunday morning talk was given by president Scott Shikora 
and past president Paul Davidson, and was titled “Scott and Paul’s 
Excellent Saudi Adventure” and gave the audience a chance to hear 
about an unusual trip to Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, to perform a bariatric 
surgery procedure on a leader in the Saudi government. These two 
Jewish guys from Sharon – members of a 10-person hand-picked 

team from Brigham & Women’s and Mass General Hospitals – were 
transported by royal private jet on an amazing cross-cultural adventure.
Hearing Men’s Voices (HMV), our nationally recognized lay-led 
program that gives men a chance to talk freely about a variety of  
topics, is also going very strong. This year our focus is on men’s 
health, and the discussions touch on dealing with mental illness and 
drug abuse, spirituality and healing, dealing with “Oy!”, caring for 
others, fitness in the Jewish lifecycle, among others. The next HMV 
sessions are on February 12, March 19, and April 29.
We welcome all Temple members to join Rabbi Fish for the Brother-
hood-sponsored Jewish Routes breakfast series. This year’s theme is 
“The Holy of Holies: Sexuality, Spirituality and the Human Attempt 
to Be Our Best Selves” and touches on topics like “Sex and Sin”, “Jews 
and #metoo”, “Regulating the Libido”, and “Teaching our Children”. 
Stay tuned for new dates!
Save these dates and look for more information in the coming weeks 
on these programs:
• “Lift Your Spirits” Scotch & Steak Night (January 25)
•  World-Wide Wrap & “Big Game” Party (February 2)
• Brotherhood Auction (March 8 through March 22)
• and more!
Check the Brotherhood pages on the Temple Israel web site or reach 
out to us for more information!
Scott Shikora: brotherhood@tisharon.org and Michael Getz: 
mgetz27@comcast.net 
Like us on Facebook! We are at www.facebook.com/TIBrotherhood



COMMUNITY

Hazak
Despite the absence of leaves on the trees, some winter days are 
warm and sunny, warm enough to shed my winter coat and wear 
a spring jacket. Notwithstanding my winter coat remains close  
at hand as our New England weather can quickly change.
Hazak members enjoyed our fall and early winter programs 
and look forward to upcoming educational and entertaining 
programs.
On February 9th following a sumptuous brunch, Senator 
Harriette Chandler and Attorney Burton Chandler will 
introduce the film “Steal a Pencil for Me”. This moving 
documentary depicts the complex love story of two Dutch  
Jews imprisoned in a Nazi concentration camp and the power  
of love to overcome inhumanity.
May and June programs are in the process of being finalized.  
The Hazak website will be updated as soon as details are 
available.
And last but not least, to wrap up the year, Hazak’s  July film 
festival will featuring a new film each Thursday evening for 
three consecutive weeks. 
Wishing everyone a Happy Purim!
Gloria, Sue and Mary

TI READS: Temple Israel Book Club
The Best Place on Earth by Ayelet Tasbari
Monday, March 2nd at 7:30pm
Please join TI Reads on March 2nd for a discussion of  
The Best Place on Earth by Ayelet Tasbari. The discussion 
will be led by Margie Maidman.
2015 Sami Rohr Prize win ner Ayelet Tsabari deft ly applies 
the influ ences of her Amer i can short sto ry con tem po raries 
to a col lec tion of nar ra tives from that oth er coun try of 
immi grants. Set between Israel and Cana da of the past few 
decades, The Best Place on Earth flits through the day-to-
day life of mod ern his to ry, alight ing on the Per sian Gulf 
War, the Sec ond Intifa da, the occu pa tion and with draw al 
from the Sinai Penin su la, and the count less, name less  
cam paigns on Gaza. Imbu ing the diffi  cult cir cum stances 
and real i ties of Israeli (and expat) life with the soft en ing 
sweet ness of its details, Tsabari imparts a yearn ing for 
home that res onates across the globe. The Best Place on 
Earth opens worlds for eign and coax es you inside, steer-
ing so gen tly, so qui et ly you do not real ize you have been 
absorbed until you emerge, blink ing, from a moment you 
nev er meant to enter. (from a review by Nat Bernstein for 
The Jewish Book Council). 
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May it be for a Blessing:

Carol & Mitchell Rose on the 
birth of their granddaughter

Sue & Ken Wolkon on the bar 
mitzvah of their grandson, Jamie 
Mac Spector

Rita & Ken Brine on the marriage 
of their son, Cory to Joanna Field

Irene & Seth Frielich on the 
engagement of their son, Josh to 
Adam Rudy

Cheryl & Ted Safer on the 
engagement of their daughter, 
Jessice to Jonathan Dailey

Jeff Weitzenkorn on the 59th 
anniversary of his bar mitzvah

Shani Rosenbaum on her 
marriage to Aaron Press Taylor

Dianne & Kevin Weinfeld on the 
birth of their grandson, Asher 
Albin

Marlene Moyer on receiving The 
Rashi School 2019 Limud Award

Karyn & Arthur Mendelsohn on 
the engagement of their daughter, 
Staci to Jacob Meirer

Erin McLaughlin & Bryan Malo 
on the birth of their son, Rory 
Normand Malo

Mara Steinberg & Jeff Cohen on 
the birth of their grandson Quinn 
Whitehouse

Doreen & Andy Kriegel on the 
birth of their granddaughter, 
Shira Meital

Nancy & Paul Abrams on the 
birth of their granddaughter, 
Lillian Amelia Abrams

Lara & Michael Kaplan on the birth 
of their daughter, Harper Madison 
Kaplan

Hope & Andy Klassman on the 
birth of their granddaughter, 
Cassandra “Cassie” Sloane LeBlanc

Judy Karlin on the birth of 
granddaughter, Sydney Vasa

Larry Sandberg on his special 
birthday

Sue & Wayne Gelfman on the birth 
of their granddaughter

Tina & William Kasimer on the 
engagement of their daughter, 
Rachel to Jesse Klein

Zachary Gelb on becoming a bar 
mitzvah, and to his parents, Ed & 
Tami Gelb

Lynn Brandes & David Arons on 
their son Josh Arons becoming a 
member of the District of Columbia 
Bar

Dr. Benjay Kempner on being 
promoted to Commander and new 
posting at Walter Reed Hospital in 
Bethesda

Condolences:

Death of Miriam Neipris

Randy & Steve Ugent, loss of 
Randy’s father, Martin Berger

Nadine & Paul Mende, loss of 
Nadine’s father

Andy & Hope Klassman, loss of 
Andy’s mother, Claire Klassman

Brian & Rachel Silver, loss of Brian’s 
mother, Mildred Zylberszac

Robbie & Barry Kirshner, loss of 
Robbie’s mother, Audrey Chereskin

George Brooker, loss of wife, Syma 
Brooker

Barbara & David Skulsky, loss of 
Barbara’s mother, Syma Brooker

Jeff & Ellen Stohn, loss of Jeff’s 
father, Vernon Stohn

Ari Goodwin, loss of father, David 
Goodwin

Sara Goodwin, loss of father-in-law, 
David Goodwin

Harriet Stoller, loss of husband, 
Lewis Stoller

Peter Holden & Rochelle Strenger, 
loss of sister, Marynoyes Holden

Lisa & Evan Einstein, loss of Lisa’s 
grandmother, Eva Reisner
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Major credit cards accepted. We will match all competitors’ prices!
Questions: 781-784-3986 x 29

Ellen: 781-801-0691    Beth: 617-678-8401
Arlene: 781-784-3423      Ilene: 781-718-0351

Lisa: 781-784-4281

Our shop features a complete line of Judaica including Passover items, seder plates,  
matzoh plates, haggadot, Wedding, Bar-Bat Mitzvah Gifts, tallit, kippot,  

mezuzzot, scrolls, toys, jewelry,home and holiday gifts.

Shopping Hours
Sundays  9:00am-11:00am
Wednesdays 7:00pm-8:00pm

invites you to visit and shop

In March: Passover Preview
Haggadah Sample Copies Available
*All orders due March 29th*

SAVE THE DATE: A Conversation on Anti-Semitism 
with Rachel Fish, founding Executive Director of the Foundation to  
Combat Anti-Semitism and George Selim, ADL’s Senior VP of Program 

Sunday, April 19th
10:00AM - 11:30AM
Temple Israel

The challenge of our moment - What anti-Semitism looks like today. What we can do about it.
An urgent and unifying conversation between George Selim, the ADL’s Senior VP of Programs, and Dr. Rachel Fish, the founding 
Executive Director of the Foundation to Combat Anti-Semitism.
From chants of ‘Jews will not replace us,’ to acts of murder in synagogues and a kosher supermarket, to the expanding number of 
assaults on individual Jews- the challenge of our moment is clear. How can we most effectively address the resurgent scourge of 
hatred of Jews? Temple Israel is honored to host two leading voices in the response to Anti-Semitism today. Senior Rabbi Ron Fish 
will moderate this timely conversation open to the entire community.
As Senior Vice President of Programs, George Selim leads ADL’s education, law enforcement and community security programs 
and oversees the work of ADL’s Center on Extremism. An Arab American, Dr. Selim has served in the Bush, Obama and Trump 
administrations fighting all forms of extremism. He recently chose to leave the Homeland Security Department and to join the 
storied, century-old Jewish anti-hate organization.
Dr. Rachel Fish is the founding Executive Director of the Foundation to Combat anti-Semitism. Robert Kraft, who created the 
foundation, chose Dr. Fish who most recently was Senior Advisor and Resident Scholar of Jewish/Israel Philan thropy at The Paul E. 
Singer Foundation. She also served as the executive director of Schusterman Center for Israel Studies at Brandeis University, where 
she was also a professor in the Hornstein Program for Jewish Professional Leadership. 
Visit tisharon.org/events to register for this FREE event.

George Selim Rachel Fish
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Jewish War Veterans
The results of our Veterans Day 
fundraiser at Shaws in Sharon are in.  
We collected $1,118.70 all of which are 
donated to the Brockton VA Hospital 
Voluntary Services for the support of 
hospitalized veterans. Please look for us 

again in May when we will once again be at Shaws during the 
week immediately preceding Memorial Day.
We are looking forward to the 66th annual Classmates Today 
Neighbors Tomorrow scholarship breakfast which takes 
place on 2 February at which time we will honor select high 
school seniors for their academic and community service 
accomplishments.  Our post, once again sponsored twelve area 
high schools including Sharon and Stoughton High Schools 
and the Foxborough Regional Charter School.
Temple Israel members hold leadership positions in our post.  
Sherman Palan, our Sr Vice Commander; Sue Susman, Jr 
Vice Commander, Paul Maltzman, Quartermaster, Warren 
Anastasia, Adjutant, and of course Cantor Harold Lew is our 
Chaplain.  We also acknowledge the staff at Whitney Place in 
Sharon for graciously hosting our meetings.
JWV membership is not restricted to veterans alone.  Any 
supporter of the organization who upholds, reflects and 
pursues the values of JWV may become a Patron. They are 
often family of members, local community leaders, and 
veterans of other faiths. While not full members, Patrons are 
welcome to engage with their local Post and support JWV 
programs.  As Post Commander I would invite all who may 
be interested in joining, either as a Veteran or as a Patron to 
contact me at jeffrey.weit@gmail.com for more information.  
You are also invited to visit the JWV website at JWV.ORG.
Next time you are in Washington DC, be sure to visit the 
National Museum of American Jewish Military History.  JWV 
is a major supporter of this institution located at 1811 R Street 
NW; it should be a part of everybody’s itinerary when in our 
nation’s capital.  
Jewish War Veterans of the USA (JWV) is the voice of the 
Jewish serviceperson and friend to all veterans. Formed in 
New York in 1896 after the Spanish American War, the Jewish 
veteran group was known as the Hebrew Union Veterans 
Association. The union fought anti-Semitism in the Armed 
Forces and the general public. Seeking to prove that Jews do 
proudly serve and fight in the US Armed Forces, the union 
evolved with each war, eventually taking the name we know 
today – JWV. With over 120 years of service, JWV is the oldest, 
continuously operating Veteran Service Organization in the 
country.
Jeffrey R. Weitzenkorn, Lt Col, USAF (Retired) 
Commander, Sharon Post 735 
Jewish War Veterans of the United States

Hessed
http://www.tisharon.org/hessed-caring-
community/
Hessed@tisharon.org
A simple act of Hessed reverberates for 
the good.
  Hessed had a very successful training 

in November, with some new faces and some experienced 
volunteers back for a refresher.  Over 40 volunteers work 
with Hessed every year, reaching out and making contact 
with Temple Israel members in their times of need.  These are 
mutually fulfilling encounters and both our volunteers and 
our recipients talk about what the experience meant to them.  
People who have experienced outreach from Hessed often come 
forward to become volunteers.  It is a small time commitment 
that gives personal fulfillment and comfort to others. Please 
reach out to us at Hessed@tisharon.org if you are interested in 
learning more or volunteering.
At Hessed, we:
• Comfort members when they have lost a family member 

(Bereavement)
•  Knit comfort wraps for those with long-term or serious 

illness
•  Visit members when they are ill (Bikkur Cholim)
•  Deliver honey to all members who experienced a 

bereavement in the last year (Honey for the Holidays)
•  Establish longer term relationships with the homebound 

or chronically ill
•  Special projects for individual situations
If you are a Temple Israel member in need, or you know of 
someone else, please contact the Temple office (781-784-3986)  
to inform Rabbi Fish or Rabbi Silverman about the situation.
Please reach out to our terrific recruitment coordinators 
Wendi Hoffenberg and Sue Novick at any time.  We also wish 
to welcome our new chairperson Nancy Zimbalist and our 
new bereavement team captain Julie Brenman.  Joan Waldman 
continues as a pillar of our committee in the position of bikkur 
cholim team captain. 
For more information or to volunteer, please email Hessed@
tisharon.org

Shopping Hours
Sundays  9:00am-11:00am
Wednesdays 7:00pm-8:00pm
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AIPAC Policy Conference
As a strong supporter 
of Israel, these past 
few months have been 

harrowing. We have witnessed increasing unrest in the Middle 
East and a rising chorus of threats emanating from Iran. We 
also continue to see political uncertainty in Israel, as the third 
round of elections within one year’s time are held. Finally, the 
bonds between the Orthodox establishment of Israel and the 
rest of her citizens, and the rest of world Jewry, continue to be 
stretched and challenged. With all of these unknowns, one thing 
remains certain. We need to do all we can to ensure America’s 
close connection to Israel. The US support for this strategic 
relationship remains as vital as ever. 
This is why the AIPAC policy conference is so important. This 
coming March 1-3, 2020, over 18,000 pro-Israel activists will 
gather in Washington, D.C. We will hear from leaders of both 
the US and Israeli governments, thought leaders, community 
organizers, military and technology leaders and so much more. 
Finally, we lobby all of our Congressional leaders on Capitol Hill 
to ensure that the US maintains its bi-partisan commitment to 
Israel’s safety and security.

This is a unique and historic time for the United States and 
Israel. During this year’s conference, both the Israeli elections 
and Super Tuesday primaries will take place within a few 
short hours of each other. Only the AIPAC Policy Conference 
will offer direct access to top political pundits and analysis of 
both elections from one stage. To learn more about this year’s 
conference, visit www.policyconference.org.
Temple Israel is once again sending a delegation to AIPAC’s 
Policy Conference this year and I am going as well.  I’d love for 
you to join me and be part of our delegation.
If you have experienced the conference in previous years, you 
understand the experience of being surrounded by other pro-
Israel supporters, learning about Israel and her current blessings 
and challenges. It is both amazing and inspiring. 
You can register for the Conference at: 
www.policyconference.org. 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.
Best, 
Rabbi Ron Fish

SAVE THE DATE
MARCH OF THE LIVING 2020
April 17 - May 1, 2020
Open to TEENS & ADULTS

For more MOTL Trip info contact:
New England Region:New England Region:  Aaron Kischel - kischel7241@gmail.com  781-799-4765
New Jersey & New York: New Jersey & New York: Joel D. Katz - MOTLJDKatz@gmail.com  973-632-9035

Spend Yom Ha’atzmaut Spend Yom Ha’atzmaut 
Israel’s 72nd Israel’s 72nd 

Independence Day  Independence Day  
at the KOTELat the KOTEL



PURIM

The Great 
Hamantaschen Bake 
& Purim Carnivalal

SUNDAY, MARCH 8TH
SAVE THE DATE FOR AN ALL-SHUL PURIM CELEBRATION!

Join us for hamantaschen baking and many other fun activities. 
Come in costume and party with all your friends in the community!
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Friday, April 3rd
12:00pm Deadline for Sale of Hametz forms 

(to the office or online)

Wednesday, April 8th - First Night of Pesach
6:45am Shacharit services followed by 

siyyum for the First Born and burning hametz

10:35am Last hametz may be eaten

11:41am Last chance to burn hametz

Light a 72 hour candle before lighting candles, 

make Eruv Tavshilin

6:00pm Minha & Yom Tov Services

7:00pm Yom Tov Candles

Thursday, April 9th - First Day 
9:00am Yom Tov Services

1:30pm Mincha Gedolah; No Maariv at TI

8:05pm Light candles from pre-existing flame

Friday, April 10th - Second Day 
9:00am Yom Tov Services

7:00pm Yom Tov Minha/Shabbat Maariv

Before 7:02pm Candle lighting from pre-existing flame

Saturday, April 11th - Shabbat Hol HaMo’ed
9:00am Shabbat services

7:00pm Minha

8:07pm Maariv & Havdalah

Sunday – Tuesday, April 12th - 14th
Hol HaMo’ed - Intermediate Days of Passover

April 12th: Minyan 9:00am / 7:15pm

April 13th: Minyan 6:45am / 7:15pm

April 14th: Minyan 6:45am / 7:00pm

Tuesday, April 14th - Sixth Day 
6:45am Shacharit

7:00pm Minha/Yom Tov Maariv

Light a 25 hour candle before candle lighting

7:07pm Yom Tov Candle Lighting

Wednesday, April 15th - Seventh Day
9:00am Yom Tov Morning Service

7:15pm Yom Tov Minha & Maariv

After 8:11pm Yom Tov Candles from a pre-existing flame

Thursday, April 16th - Eighth Day
9:00am Yom Tov Services; Yizkor approx. 11am

7:15pm Yom Tov Minha

8:13pm Maariv/Havdalah (End of Pesach)

Passover at Temple IsraelPassover at Temple Israel

www.tisharon.org/passoverwww.tisharon.org/passover
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Please visit www.tisharon.org/passover for holiday times
and the Rabbinical Assembly’s Passover Preparation Guide.

B’dikat Hametz: The Search 
for Leaven Foods 
After the house has been cleaned, which 
should be before Passover, on Sunday 
night, April 7 after 8:05pm, we search 
again for any crumbs of hametz we 
missed. We use a lighted candle, a feather, 
and a wooden spoon. This tradition sym-
bolizes that all hametz which we could 
see was removed. 
 

Bi’ur Hametz: The Burning 
of Leaven Foods 
This year we will offer a fire to burn your hametz (leavened 
foods) prior to Passover along with other Temple Israel and 
Sharon friends. After our siyyum on April 8, following morn-
ing minyan, a communal medurah (bonfire) will be lit in our 
loading dock area. The fire will also include the burning of the 
lulavim from last Sukkot. It will be available until approximately 
10:00am for anyone to use. Bring the kids for a memorable 
Passover moment – come one and all! You should stop eating 
hametz by 10:35am and burning hametz should be done before 
11:41am. 
 
Whether joining us or at home, Bitul Hametz is recited to re-
nounce the possession of hametz:

 דארעא כל חמירא וחמיעא דאיכה ברשותי, 
 דלא חזיתיה ודלא בערתיה,
לבטיל ולהוי הפקר כעפרא.

All hametz or leaven in my possession that I have not seen, and 
have not destroyed, shall be nullified and become ownerless, like 

the dust of the earth.

Selling Hametz 
One must not have any leaven (hametz) in his or her legal 
possession during Pesach. Because of the complexities of our 
modern economy, disposing of all the hametz would be costly 
and may be impossible. A ceremony was developed to affect the 
sale of all hametz to a gentile, and thus it was not in the posses-
sion of a Jew during Pesach. After the holiday, the hametz was 
brought back. This symbolic sale was carried out when the f 
amily authorized a rabbi to see its hametz. A document of  
permission, called a shtar harsha-ah, authorizes a rabbi to  
engage in this transaction. This rabbi then sells the community’s 
hametz by writing a document of sale, or shtar m’khira.
This year, your hametz will revert to your possession at 8:45pm 
on 23 Nisan 5780 corresponding to Thursday evening April 16, 
2020.
In order to make your home kosher l’Pesach (for Passover), 
complete and return the shtar harsha-ah below to Rabbi Ron 
Fish as soon as possible. It is customary to give tzedakah with 
the submission of your document; donations will be used for 
those in our community who need help to be able to celebrate 
Pesach. The deadline to submit your form and have Rabbi Fish 
sell your hametz is noon on April 3. 

Calling All Learners 

Please let Rabbi Fish know if you are interested in learning  
portions of the Mishna of Masechet Psachim in preparation for 
our communal siyyum on April 8. Learners need not be  
experienced in Mishnah study but should be eager to study 
alone and together in preparation for Passover.

Please fill out - Shtar Harsha-ah
We, the undersigned, do authorize Rabbi Ron Fish to act as our agent, to write shtar m’khira, and to sell our hametz as necessary. 
We understand that any hametz in our house will not be ours to use from 10:30am 14 Nisan to 22 Nisan corresponding to Wednes-
day, April 8, and ending at 8:45pm on Thursday, April 16.

This document has been duly signed this _______ day of ________________, 2020, in the town of ________________________.

Signed: ____________________________________________ Names(s): ____________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Location(s) hametz is stored: ________________________________________________________________________________

Return to Temple Israel by Friday, April 3 - noon. Make checks payable to Temple Israel, with “Rabbi’s Fund - hametz” in the memo line.

It is customary to donate $18 or more to the Rabbi’s discretionary fund for Matanot L’evyonim - to support the food insecure  
in the community.

www.tisharon.org/passoverwww.tisharon.org/passover



CALENDAR
Visit www.tisharon.org/calendar for updates and daily minyan times

FEBRUARY 2020
SundaySunday MondayMonday TuesdayTuesday WednesdayWednesday ThursdayThursday FridayFriday SaturdaySaturday

1        6 Sh’vat
•Drop-in Meditation, 
8:55am
•Shabbat Services, 
9am 
• Jr. Cong., 10am
•Mini-Minyan, 10am
•Tot Shabbat, 
11:15am
•Mincha, 4:30pm
•Ma’ariv/Havdalah, 
5:44pm

2        7 Sh’vat
•Morning Minyan & 
World Wide Wrap, 
8:30am
•Walter Family Judaica 
Shop Open, 9am
•Brotherhood Routes, 
10am
•Evening Minyan, 
4:15pm
•Brotherhood Super 
Bowl Party,6:30pm

3        8 Sh’vat
•Sisterhood Lunch & 
Learn, 12pm
•Purim Shpiel  
Rehearsal, 7:30pm

4         9 Sh’vat
•Stitch & Shmooze, 
1pm

5          10 Sh’vat
•Talmud Class, 9:10am
•Walter Family Judaica 
Shop Open, 7pm
•Board of Trustees  
Meeting, 7:30pm

6        11 Sh’vat
•Shir Rhythm  
Rehearsal, 7:30pm
•Israeli Dancing, 8pm

7      12 Sh’vat
Candle lighting,
4:49pm

•New Parents 
Support Group, 10am
•Mishpacha Minyan, 
6:15pm

8      13 Sh’vat
•Drop-in Meditation, 
8:55am
•Shabbat Services/
Shabbat Shira, 9am
•Bnei Mitzvah Musical 
Shabbat, 9am
•Eat, Pray, Learn, 
10am
•Tot Shabbat, 
11:15am
•Mincha, 4:40pm
•Ma’ariv/Havdalah, 
5:53pm

9     14 Sh’vat
•Walter Family Judaica 
Shop Open, 9am
•Hazak Brunch, 
10:30am

10     15 Sh’vat
Tu B’Shevat

•Sisterhood Lunch & 
Learn, 12pm
•Kadima: Tu B’Shevat 
Seder
•Talmud Shiur with 
Rabbi Fish, 7:30pm
•Purim Shpiel  
Rehearsal, 7:30pm

11     16 Sh’vat
•Stitch & Shmooze, 
1pm
•Congregational 
Meeting, 7:30pm

12       17 Sh’vat
•Talmud Class, 9:10am
•Walter Family Judaica 
Shop Open, 7pm
•Brotherhood: Hearing 
Men’s Voices, 7:30pm

13     18 Sh’vat
•Shir Rhythm  
Rehearsal, 7:30pm
•Israeli Dancing, 8pm

14     19 Sh’vat
Candle lighting,
4:58pm

•New Parents 
Support Group, 10am
•Shabbat Services, 
6:15pm

15     20 Sh’vat
No Youth Services
•Drop-in Meditation, 
8:55am
•Shabbat Services, 
9am 
Mincha, 4:50pm
•Ma’ariv/Havdalah, 
6:02pm

16     21 Sh’vat
No Religious School
•Brotherhood  
Board Meeting, 10am

17     22 Sh’vat
Presidents’ Day
No Religious School 

18     23 Sh’vat
No Religious School
•Stitch & Shmooze, 
1pm

19       24 Sh’vat
No Religious School
•Talmud Class, 9:10am
•Purim Shpiel  
Rehearsal, 7:30pm

20     25 Sh’vat
No Religious School
•Shir Rhythm  
rehearsal, 7:30pm 
•Israeli Dancing, 8pm

21     26 Sh’vat
Candle lighting,
5:07pm
•New Parents 
Support Group, 10am
•Shabbat Services, 
6:15pm

22     27 Sh’vat
No Youth Services
•Drop-in Meditation, 
8:55am
•Shabbat Services, 
9am
•Mincha, 4:55pm
•Ma’ariv/Havdalah, 
6:11pm

23     28 Sh’vat
•Walter Family Judaica 
Shop Open, 9:00am

24     29 Sh’vat
•Sisterhood Lunch & 
Learn, 12pm
•Talmud Shiur with 
Rabbi Fish, 7:30pm
•Purim Shpiel  
Rehearsal, 7:30pm

25     30 Sh’vat
Rosh Hodesh Adar
•Stitch & Shmooze, 
1pm

26       1 Adar
Rosh Hodesh Adar
•Talmud Class, 9:10am
•Walter Family Judaica 
Shop Open, 7pm

27    2 Adar 
•Shir Rhythm  
rehearsal, 7:30pm 
•Israeli Dancing, 8pm

Minyan Times for February

- Mornings: Monday-Friday, 6:45am; 

- Sunday and Federal Holidays, 9:00am

- Evenings: Sunday-Thursday, 7:15pm;  
Friday 6:15pm; Saturday, check the 
calendar

28         3 Adar 
Candle lighting,
5:15pm
•New Parents Support 
Group, 10am
•Shabbat Services, 
6:15pm

29         4 Adar
•Drop-in Meditation, 
8:55am
•Shabbat Neshama & 
New Members Shabbat, 
9:30am
•Jr. Congregation/Mini-
Minyan, 10am
•Tot Shabbat, 11:15am
•Mincha, 5:05pm
•Ma’ariv/Havdalah,   
6:19pm



CALENDARVisit www.tisharon.org/calendar for updates and daily minyan times

MARCH 2020
SundaySunday MondayMonday TuesdayTuesday WednesdayWednesday ThursdayThursday FridayFriday SaturdaySaturday

3         7 Adar 
•Stitch & Shmooze, 
1pm

4            8 Adar 
•Talmud Class, 9:10am
•Walter Family Judaica 
Shop Open, 7:00pm
•Board of Trustees  
Meeting, 7:30pm

5         9 Adar 
•Shir Rhythm  
Rehearsal, 7:30pm
•Israeli Dancing, 
8:00pm

6          10 Adar 
Candle lighting,
5:23pm

•New Parents 
Support Group, 10am
•Shabbat Services, 
6:15pm

7           11 Adar 
Shabbat Zachor
Change Clocks
•Drop-in Meditation, 
8:55am
•Shabbat Services, 
9am 
•Mincha/Bat Mitzvah 
Bailey Garte, 5:00pm
•Ma’ariv/Havdalah, 
6:28pm

8          12 Adar 
•Walter Family Judaica 
Shop Open, 9am
•Little Menches, 
9:30am
•The Great  
Hamantaschen Bake 
& Purim Carnival, 
10:30am
•Mini Purim Shpiel

9          13 Adar 
Fast of Esther
•Mincha Minyan, 
6:15pm
•Purim - Megillah 
Reading, 6:45pm
•Purim Shpiel  
Performance, 8pm

10         14 Adar 
•Morning Minyan w/
Megillah Reading, 
6:20am
•Stitch & Shmooze, 
1pm

11          15 Adar
Shushan Purim
•Talmud Class, 9:10am
•Walter Family Judaica 
Shop Open, 7:00pm

12        16 Adar
•Hazak Musical Event, 
7:30pm
•Shir Rhythm  
Rehearsal, 7:30pm
•Israeli Dancing, 8pm

13        17 Adar
Candle lighting,
6:32pm

•USY Shabbaton
•New Parents 
Support Group, 10am
•Shabbat Services, 
6:15pm

14        18 Adar
Shabbat Parah
•Drop-in Meditation, 
8:55am
•Shabbat Services/
Alec Weisman bar 
mitzvah, 9am 
•Mincha, 6:20pm
•Ma’ariv/Havdalah, 
7:36pm

15        19 Adar
•Walter Family Judaica 
Shop Open, 9am
•Brotherhood 
Breakfast, 10am
•Bnei Mitzvah 
Seminar, 11:30am

16        20 Adar
•Sisterhood Lunch & 
Learn, 12pm

17        21 Adar
•Stitch & Shmooze, 
1:00pm 

18         22 Adar
•Talmud Class, 9:10am
•Walter Family Judaica 
Shop Open, 7pm

19        23 Adar
•Brotherhood Hearing 
Men’s Voices, 7:30pm
•Shir Rhythm  
Rehearsal, 7:30pm
•Israeli Dancing, 8pm

20        24 Adar
Candle lighting,
6:40pm

USY HaNer Senior 
Weekend @ 
Mashpee, Cape Cod

•New Parents 
Support Group, 10am
•Bim Bam Shabbat, 
5:30pm
•Mishpacha Minyan, 
6:15pm

21        25 Adar
Shabbat HaChodesh

USY HaNer Senior 
Weekend @ 
Mashpee, Cape Cod

•Drop-in Meditation, 
8:55am
•Shabbat Services/
Leah Seinberg bat 
mitzvah, 9am 
•Mincha, 6:30pm
•Ma’ariv/Havdalah, 
7:44pm

22        26 Adar
•Walter Family Judaica 
Shop Open, 9am
•Brotherhood Board 
Meeting, 10am

23        27 Adar
•Sisterhood Lunch & 
Learn, 12pm
•Talmud Shiur with 
Rabbi Fish, 7:30pm

24        28 Adar
•Stitch & Shmooze, 
1pm

25          29 Adar
•Talmud Class, 9:10am
•Walter Family Judaica 
Shop Open, 7pm

26        1 Nisan
Rosh Hodesh Nisan
•Shir Rhythm  
Rehearsal, 7:30pm 
•Israeli Dancing, 8pm

27        2 Nisan
Candle lighting,
6:47pm

•New Parents 
Support Group, 10am 
•Shabbat Services, 
6:15pm

28        3 Nisan
•Drop-in Meditation, 
8:55am
•Shabbat Services/
Peri Rodman bat 
mitzvah, 9am 
•Mincha/Matthew 
Powers bar mitzvah, 
6:35pm
•Ma’ariv/Havdalah, 
7:52pm

29          4 Nisan
•Walter Family Judaica 
Shop Open, 9am
•Brotherhood Routes, 
10am

30          5 Nisan
•Sisterhood Lunch & 
Learn, 12pm

31          6 Nisan
•Stitch & Shmooze, 
1pm

1          5 Adar 
AIPAC @ Washington, 
DC

•Walter Family Judaica 
Shop Open, 9am
•Blood Drive/Gift of 
Life, 9am
•Rosh Hodesh: It’s a 
Girl Thing, 12pm

2          6 Adar  
•Sisterhood Lunch & 
Learn, 12pm
•Purim Shpiel Dress 
Rehearsal, 6:30pm
•TI Reads, 7:30pm

Minyan Times for March

- Mornings: Monday-Friday, 6:45am; 

- Sunday and Federal Holidays, 9:00am

- Evenings: Sunday-Thursday, 7:15pm;  
Friday 6:15pm; Saturday, check the calendar



BIMAH FLOWER FUND

Susan Alpert in memory of beloved 
mother, Edythe Merken

BUILDING FOR OUR FUTURE

Karen & Paul Birnbaum to Margie 
Glincher & family in memory of beloved 
sister, Faith Fischer

Karen & Paul Birnbaum to Judy & Rich 
Goldman in honor of the birth of their 
granddaughter, Marlo James

Cheryl & Ted Safer to Margie Glincher & 
family in memory of beloved sister, Faith 
Fischer

Karen & Paul Birnbaum to Randy Ugent 
& family in memory of beloved father & 
grandfather, Martin Berger

CANTOR STEVEN & MYRNA DRESS 
MUSICAL PROGRAMMING FIND

Irene & Steven Stoller to Gary Keimach 
& family in memory of beloved mother & 
grandmother, Ethel Keimach

Irene & Steven Stoller to Randy Ugent 
& family in memory of beloved father & 
grandfather, Martin Berger

Joel Goldstein in memory of beloved 
mother, Rose Goldstein

Rhonda Hoffman in memory of beloved 
uncle, Armin Hoffman

Lesley Rudner in memory of beloved 
mother, Esther Rudner

Minna Goldstein in memory of beloved 
mother, Genia Markovich

Lesley Rudner in memory of beloved 
brother, Mark Rudner

DAILY MINYAN FUND

Jane & David Cohen

Jeff Weitzenkorn in memory of beloved 
father, Siegfried Weitzenkorn

Marlene Wise in memory of beloved 
mother, Helen Segal

Stuart Sherman in memory of beloved 
father, Edward A. Sherman

Marlene Wise to Marjorie Glincher & 
family in memory of beloved sister, Faith 
Fischer

Barbara Wax in memory of beloved uncle, 
Robert Bell

Barbara Wax in memory of beloved uncle, 
Hymie Shaker

Jeffrey Cohen in memory of beloved 
mother, Audrey Rhoda Cohen

Rob & Margery Maidman & family in 
memory of Rob’s beloved mother, Anne 
M. Maidman

Jeffrey Weitzenkorn in memory of beloved 
mother-in-law, Estelle Adelle Levy

Lois Diamond in memory of beloved 
mother, Jean Golden

Ray Watstein in memory of beloved 
father, Morton Watstein

Jeff Cohen in memory of beloved wife, 
Rosalee “Rosie” Cohen

Marv Asnes to Elliot & Marcia Feldman in 
honor of the birth of their granddaughter

Sheryl Gold & Stefanie (Greenberg) 
Johnson in memory of beloved mother & 
grandmother, Minnie Gold 
With apologies for the prior listing error

EARLY CHILDHOOD INNOVATION FUND

Sue & Ken Wolkon to Hope & Andy 
Klassman in honor of the birth of their 
granddaughter, Cassandra Sloane 
LeBlanc

ROBIN FELDMAN SPECIAL EDUCATION 
FUND

Arlene & Michael Flatto to Andy 
Klassman & family in memory of 
beloved mother, grandmother & great-
grandmother, Claire Klassman

Arlene & Michael Flatto to Tina & William 
Kassimer in honor of the engagement of 
Rachel to Jesse Klein

SANDRA GAMM MEMORIAL FUND

Celia & Steve Gamm to Tessa Gamm in 
honor of your 14th birthday

Celia & Steve Gamm to David Trufan in 
honor of your 21st birthday

Susan & Bruce Creditor to Larry 
Sandberg in honor of his special birthday

Celia & Steve Gamm to Sandy Gamm in 
honor of your 20th birthday

TEMPLE ISRAEL GENERAL FUND

Ilene & Art Greenwald to Olavo Gomes 
on the birth of his granddaughter, Mariah 
Gomes

Ilene & Art Greenwald to Carol & Mitchell 
Rose in honor of the birth of their 
granddaughter

Ilene & Art Greenwald to Sue & Ken 
Wolkon in honor of their grandson, 
Jamie’s bar mitzvah

Ilene & Art Greenwald to Mark Popovsky 
in honor of being nominated Keeper of 
the Flame

Ilene & Art Greenwald to Gary Keimach 
& family in memory of beloved mother & 
grandmother, Ethel Keimach

Carol & Jerry Stern to Margie Glincher & 
family in memory of beloved sister, Faith 
Fischer

Cathee & Harvey Wolf to Gary Keimach 
& family in memory of beloved mother & 
grandmother, Ethel Keimach

Heather & Jerry Boxerman & family to 
Gary Keimach & family in memory of 
beloved mother & grandmother, Ethel 
Keimach

Stuart Schneiderman in memory of 
beloved mother, Minna Schneiderman

Heather & Jerry Boxerman & family 
to Brian Silver & family in memory of 
beloved mother & grandmother, Mildred 
Zylberszac

Harriet & Stuart Sherman to Sue & 
Ken Wolkon in honor of their grandson, 
Jamie’s bar mitzvah

Carol & Jerry Stern to Margie Glincher & 
family in memory of beloved sister, Faith 
Fischer

Joan Waldman in honor of her parents 
Rhoda & Stanley Kagan, her teachers 
and in thanks for her Simchat Torah 
honor

Scott Katz to Randy Ugent & family in 
memory of beloved father & grandfather, 
Martin Berger

Jane & David Cohen to Mark Popovsky 
in honor of being named Keeper of the 
Flame

Temple Israel gratefully acknowledges these thoughtful donations reflected through January 10, 2020 
DONATIONS



DONATIONS
Temple Israel gratefully acknowledges these thoughtful donations reflected through January 10, 2020

Lester Wax in memory of beloved 
parents, Ralph & Martha Wax

Arleen & Keith Seidman to Carol & 
Mitchell Rose in honor of the birth of 
their granddaughter

Arleen & Keith Seidman to Carol Rose in 
honor of your most deserving honor on 
Simchat Torah

Arleen & Keith Seidman to Joan Waldman 
in honor of your most deserving honor on 
Simchat Torah

Arleen & Keith Seidman to Jane Cohen 
& family in memory of beloved father, 
grandfather & great-grandfather, Naftali 
Taubenfeld

Arleen & Keith Seidman to Judy & Rich 
Goldman in honor of the birth of your 
granddaughter, Marlo James

Arleen Seidman in memory of beloved 
father, Irving Sharad

Marjorie Glincher in memory of beloved 
mother, Estelle Skalsky

Kathy & Edward Hershfield to Gary 
Keimach & family in memory of beloved 
mother & grandmother, Ethel Keimach

Kathy & Edward Hershfield to Marjorie 
Glincher & family in memory of beloved 
sister, Faith Fischer

Michelle Kwitkin & Wendi Hoffenberg 
to Randy Ugent & family in memory of 
beloved father & grandfather, Martin 
Berger

Susan Kohan in memory of beloved 
mother, Anneliese Leyde

Scott Director in memory of beloved 
father, Morris E. Director

Janice & Mark Abarbanel to Gayle 
& Dennis Sherman in honor of their 
daughter, Rachael’s wedding to Gabe 
Cormick

Rondi & Barry Sherman to Andy 
Klassman & family in memory of 
beloved mother, grandmother & great-
grandmother, Claire Klassman

Myra Adelmann in memory of beloved 
father, Morton Adelmann

Robert Haime in memory of beloved 
father, Morris Haime

Donald Kogos in memory of beloved 
father, Samuel J. Kogos

James Spevock in memory of beloved 
wife, Theresa Spevock

Peter Lurie in memory of beloved 
grandmother, Rose Green

Edward Rubin in memory of beloved 
brother, Robert Rubin

Beverly Goldberg in memory of beloved 
mother, Shirley B. Swartz

Emily Goldshine in memory of beloved 
mother & grandmother, Helen L. Horowitz

Charles Bloom in memory of beloved 
father, Fallon Bloom

Kimberly Lurie in memory of beloved 
grandfather, Milton Wittenberg

Susan Shikora in memory of beloved 
parents, Sheila & Martin Musicant

Zorina Pitkin in memory of beloved 
brother, Igor Bezverkhny

David Maltz in memory of beloved father, 
Alan Maltz

Scott Cooper in appreciation

Irving Kublin in memory of beloved 
mother, Lillian Kublin

Sally & Stuart Gold in memory of beloved 
mother, Gertrude Gold

Paul Maltzman in memory of beloved 
father, Samuel Maltzman

Rona Backus in memory of beloved 
mother, Jeanne Appel

Carol Turkewitz in memory of beloved 
father, Ira Blumstein

Robert Corman in memory of Aaron 
Herschfus

Tova & Ken Sperber in honor of Heidi 
Kassner

Mike Freeman to Ari Goodwin & family 
in memory of beloved husband, father & 
grandfather, David Goodwin

Harriet Press in memory of beloved 
father, Irving Snyder

Leonard Domba in memory of beloved 
mother, Evelyn Domba

Gayle Sherman in memory of beloved 
aunt, Rose Berstein

Paul Maltzman in memory of beloved 
mother, Millie Maltzman

Steven Rafsky in memory of beloved 
father, Alfred Rafsky

Margery & Rob Maidman in memory of 
beloved father, Leonard Maidman

Esther Schneiderman in memory of 
beloved parents, Emma & Joseph 
Senders

Adam Shain to Neil Morris, thanks 
for your generosity and general 
awesomeness

TEMPLE ISRAEL GENERAL SCHOLARSHIP 
FUND

Evelyn & Ron Lang to Sue & Ken Wolkon 
in honor of their grandson, Jamie’s bar 
mitzvah

Linda Rosen in memory of beloved 
grandfather, Samuel Dandes

Harriet Sherman to Enid & Arthur Stecker 
in honor of their granddaughter, Morissa 
Stecker being accepted into the National 
Honor Society

Sheila Sharad to Olavo & Cacilda 
Gomes in honor of the birth of their 
granddaughter, Mariah Gomes

Rita Brine in memory of beloved mother, 
Hilda Cohen

Harriet & Stuart Sherman to Sue & Ken 
Wolkon in honor of their granddaughter 
receiving her PhD

Jeannine Simon in memory of Donald J. 
Robinson

Greta & Steve Rafsky to Joan Waldman in 
appreciation of all you do to educate our 
students

Enid Stecker in memory of beloved father, 
Milton Wooster

Sally & Eric Pomerantz in memory of 
Sally’s beloved mother, Jacqueline 
Michael

Claire Reimer in memory of beloved 
husband, Myron Reimer

Teri Gorsky in memory of beloved father 
& grandfather, Arnold Gorsky

Carole Goldenberg in memory of beloved 
husband, Joel Goldenberg

HESSED/CARING COMMUNITY FUND

Faye Berzon in memory of beloved 
brother, Robert Clark

Rhonda Hoffman in memory of beloved 
grandfather, Carl Flax



DONATIONS
Temple Israel gratefully acknowledges these thoughtful donations reflected through January 10, 2020

Marlene Chused in memory of beloved 
mother, Cecile Goodman

Sheila Sharad in appreciation for your 
donation & kindness in memory of my 
sister, Harriet 

Johanna & Neil Perlin & family to Olavo 
& Cacilda Gomes in honor of the birth of 
their granddaughter, Mariah Gomes

Sally & Eric Pomerantz to Randy Ugent 
& family in memory of beloved father & 
grandfather, Martin Berger

Marlene & Gary Perkins to Andy 
Klassman & family in memory of beloved 
mother, Claire Klassman

Paul Bork in memory of beloved father, 
Norman Bork

Micki Baker in memory of beloved 
brother-in-law, Yale Forman

Johanna & Neil Perlin to Shani 
Rosenbaum on her marriage to Aaron 
Press Taylor

Susan & Robert Price to Randy Ugent 
& family in memory of beloved father & 
grandfather, Martin Berger

Eve & Herb Marin to Steven Eisenman in 
memory of beloved wife, June

Julia Cushman in memory of beloved 
husband, Frank M. Cushman

Maureen Mintz in memory of beloved 
father, Nathan Louis Mintz

Elaine Corman in memory of beloved 
father, Joseph Mitchell

Debra LaMarche in memory of beloved 
father, Julius Levin

Debbi Coran in memory of beloved father, 
Henry Stoller

Linda & Stan Rosen in memory of 
beloved mother, Lillian Rosen

Sue & Ken Wolkon to Jeff & Ellen Stohn 
in memory of beloved father, Vernon 
Stohn

Marcia & Robert Hahn in memory of 
beloved mother, Cecile Goodman

Marcia & Robert Hahn in memory of 
beloved father, Theodore Goodman

Ina Cushman in memory of beloved 
father, Frank Cushman

Bruce Gorsky in memory of beloved 
Nana, Ruth Rabb

Ellen & Aaron Kischel to Doreen & Andy 
Kriegel in honor of the birth of their 
granddaughter, Shira Meital

Diane & Ron Kuppersmith to Andy 
& Hope Klassman in memory of 
beloved mother, grandmother & great-
grandmother, Claire Klassman

Diane & Ron Kuppersmith to Andy & 
Hope Klassman in honor of the birth of 
their granddaughter, Cassandra Sloane

Karen & Howard Glaser in memory of 
beloved father, Irving Glaser

Melissa Prag in memory of beloved 
mother, Joan Portnoy

Gail Bork in memory of beloved father, 
Jacob Horowitz

Linda Rosen in memory of beloved 
brother, Saul Kramer

The Keimach family to Ellen & Jeff Stohn 
in memory of beloved father, Vernon 
Stohn

Joan & Ron Rogers to Ellen & Jeff Stohn 
& family in memory of beloved father, 
Vernon Stohn

Rosaline Granoff in memory of beloved 
parents, George & Gladys Roback

Judy & Rich Goldman in memory of 
beloved mother & grandmother, Sandra 
Rubin

Faye Berzon in memory of beloved father-
in-law, Max Berzon

The Kuppersmith & Brown families in 
memory of beloved father & grandfather, 
Arnold Rubin

Robert Corman in memory of beloved 
mother, Sonia Corman

MARION MAYER KATZ HOLOCAUST FUND

Sue & Ken Wolkon in appreciation of their 
Aliyah

Irv Kempner to Brian Silver & family 
in memory of beloved mother & 
grandmother, Mildred Zylberszac

Greta & Steve Rafsky to Art Newman in 
appreciation of your stewardship of the 
Torah restoration project

Greta & Steve Rafsky to Carol Rose in 
appreciation of your stewardship of the 
Torah restoration project

Irv Kempner to Olavo & Cacilda Gomes in 
honor of the birth of their granddaughter, 
Mariah Gomes

Irv Kempner to Randy Ugent & family in 
memory of beloved father & grandfather, 
Martin Berger

Darlene & Larry Lencz to Jane Cohen 
& family in memory of beloved father, 
grandfather & great-grandfather, Naftali 
Taubenfeld

Harvey Katz to Olavo & Cacilda Gomes in 
honor of the birth of their granddaughter, 
Mariah Gomes

Harvey Katz to Sue & Ken Wolkon in 
honor of their granddaughter, Mara 
Karell receiving her Doctorate in Forensic 
Anthropology

Harvey Katz to Ilene & David Beckman on 
the celebration of their 40th anniversary

Irv Kempner to Ari Goodwin & family in 
memory of beloved husband, father & 
grandfather, David Goodwin

Adina & Dan Newman to Lisa Einstein & 
family in memory of beloved grandmother, 
Eva Reisner

Irv Kempner to Tina & William Kassimer 
in honor of the engagement of their 
daughter, Rachel to Jesse Klein

Irv Kempner to Larry Sandberg in honor 
of his special birthday

Irv Kempner to Sue & Wayne Gelfman in 
honor of the birth of their granddaughter 

LAMB AND ELLOWITZ FAMILIES SCHOLAR 
IN RESIDENCE ENDOWMENT FUND

Sue & Paul Lamb to Robbie & Barry 
Kirshner in memory of beloved mother, 
Audrey Chereskin

MISHPACHA MINYAN FUND

Liz Weiner & Bob Farrar to the Simchat 
Torah honorees; Carol Rose, Art Newman 
& Joan Waldman

Larry Gruber in memory of beloved father, 
Russell Gruber

Larry Gruber in memory of beloved 
mother, Joyce Gruber



DONATIONS
Temple Israel gratefully acknowledges these thoughtful donations reflected through  January 10, 2020

RABBI FISH DISCRETIONARY FUND

George Brooker in memory of beloved 
mother, Goldie Brooker

Judy & Rich Goldman in appreciation for 
such a beautiful & meaningful Simchat 
Bat for Marlo James

Lisa & Michael Kates in appreciation

Judith Katz in memory of beloved 
grandmother, Jenny L. Shuman

Judith Katz in memory of beloved 
grandmother, Goldie Abel

Shelley & Gary Keimach in appreciation

Judith Katz in memory of beloved father, 
Robert Abel

Judith Katz in memory of beloved uncle, 
Irving Shuman

Judy & Rich Goldman for such a beautiful 
and meaningful Simchat Bat for Marlo 
James

Laura Davis to the Kriegel families in 
memory of beloved father, grandfather & 
great-grandfather, Sheldon Kriegel

Marci & Steve Steinberg in appreciation

George Brooker in appreciation

Scott Director in appreciation

RABBI SILVERMAN DISCRETIONARY FUND

Shelley & Gary Keimach in appreciation

Sue & Wayne Gelfman in honor of the 
birth of their granddaughter

Marci & Steve Steinberg in appreciation

JOSEPH ROTHENSTEIN MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP

Sue & Ken Wolkon to Andy & Hope 
Klassman in memory of Andy’s beloved 
mother, Claire Klassman

Carol Rothenstein in memory of beloved 
brother, Seymour Baskin

Carol Rothenstein to Ilene & David 
Beckman in honor of their 40th 
anniversary

Carol Rothenstein to Evelyn Lang, wishing 
you a speedy recovery

Carol Rothenstein to Jeffrey Fredberg, 
wishing you a speedy recovery

Diane Sigel in memory of beloved 
parents, Eva & Karl Ringel

SAFETY & SECURITY FUND

Sheila Strock in memory of beloved 
father, E. Max Cohen

ISRAEL & DORIS SAMUELS 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Mim Gopen in memory of beloved mother, 
Doris Rose Samuels

Mim Gopen in memory of beloved brother, 
Joel Myer Samuels

BETTY SHER/MIRIAM PERLIN 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND FOR HERTZ 
NURSERY SCHOOL

Sharon & Ray Watstein to Margie Glincher 
in memory of beloved sister, Faith Fischer

Minyan Groups to Salty in appreciation

TIFERET CENTER FUND

Susan Cetlin in memory of beloved 
grandmother, Krindle Lapin

JOSEPH & MIRIAM ULMAN MEMORIAL 
FUND

Toby Grandberg in memory of beloved 
father, Eli Ulman

MILTON WEISMAN MEMORIAL FUND

Sheila Sharad in memory of beloved 
husband, Irving Sharad

Roberta Becker in memory of beloved 
father, Irvin Shamban

Robert Kurland in memory of beloved 
sister, Leona Zelman

Bob Kurland in memory of beloved 
mother, Sadie Kurland

Roberta Becker in memory of beloved 
mother, Libby Shamban



Thank you for your generous and thoughtful support.

 
Temple Israel sincerely values your gift. Your kindness and generosity will be acknowledged and the recipient(s) will be notified promptly. 
Simply make a donation online (www.tisharon.org/donations) or fill out this form and return together with a check payable to Temple Israel.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name          Street     City, State, Zip Code

Fund(s) Selection:
c Bimah Flower Fund
   Provides funds for bimah flowers.
c Building For Our Future Fund
   Supports the Renovation and Expansion Campaign mortgage.
c Cantor Steven & Myrna Dress Musical Programming Fund
   Support ongoing musical programming at Temple Israel
c Daily Minyan Fund
   Supports our daily minyan.
c Early Childhood Innovation Fund
   Supports early childhood programming.
c Gamm-Varty Community Fund
   Supports special activities and purchases for the benefit of the
   congregation.
c General Fund
   Supports the synagogue’s operating expenses.
c General Scholarship Fund
   Provides tuition support for students to attend Jewish day schools  
   and camps, trips to Israel, and other Jewish learning opportunities.
c Herb & Eileen Brown Youth Fund
   Augments the USY programming budget.
c Hessed Caring Community Fund
   Supports assistance to Temple members in times of need
c Lamb/Ellowitz Family Scholar-in-Residence Fund
   Endowment to provide guest lecturers.
c Mahzor Lev Shalem
   Dedicate a new mahzor for the High Holy Day Service. $36 each;  
   inscribe the bookplate in honor or memory of a loved one.
c Marion Mayer Katz Holocaust Fund

Donor notification(s) to:

_______________________________________ 
Name

______________________________________ 
Street

_______________________________________ 
City                                 State    Zip Code 
 
c In Honour Of c Speedy Recovery    
c In Appreciation Of c Mazel Tov To      
c In Memory Of

_______________________________________ 

Donor notification(s) to:

_______________________________________ 
Name

______________________________________ 
Street

_______________________________________ 
City                                 State    Zip Code 
 
c In Honour Of c Speedy Recovery    
c In Appreciation Of c Mazel Tov To      
c In Memory Of

_______________________________________ 

Donor notification(s) to:

_______________________________________ 
Name

______________________________________ 
Street

_______________________________________ 
City                                 State    Zip Code 
 
c In Honour Of c Speedy Recovery    
c In Appreciation Of c Mazel Tov To      
c In Memory Of

_______________________________________ 

Other Funds:

c Irving & Gloria Bromberg Memorial Scholarship

c Robin Feldman Special Education Fund

c Sid Hentoff Memorial Scholarship

c Irving & Ann Glaser Memorial Fund

c Dr. Aaron Kornetsky Scholarship

c Kublin Family Scholarship

c Harriet V. Lake Memorial Scholarship

c Robyn Amy Locke Hebrew Educational Fund

c Maltz Family Campership Fund

c Leo Pollock Fund

c Israel & Doris Samuels Scholarship

c Rose Shanker Memorial Fund for Youth Activities

c Sher-Perlin Hertz Nursery School Scholarship Fund  

c Slovin Family Education Fund

c Rabbi Pesach Sobel Prozdor Scholarship

c Hyman Sokoloff Scholarship

c Frances Steinberg Scholarship

c Miriam & Joseph Ulman Memorial Fund

c Milton Weisman Memorial Fund

c Evelyne & Saul Wersted Scholarship for Students   
    at the Jewish Theological Seminary

c Woodland Wilderness Fund

   Supports Holocaust education and programming at Temple Israel. 
c Rita & Morris Kesselman Scholarship for Jewish & Holocaust Studies
   Supports college students pursuing Jewish and/or Holocaust studies
c Mishpacha Minyan Fund
   Offsets the cost of these Friday night dinners, making them more    
   accessible to the community.
c Prayer Book Fund
   Supports the repair and purchase of prayer books as needed.
c Rabbi Fish’s Discretionary Fund
   Supports those in the community in need. Contact the rabbi if you, 
   or someone you know, is in need. 
c Rabbi Silverman’s Discretionary Fund
   Supports those in the community in need. Contact the rabbi if you, 
   or someone you know, is in need. 
c Joseph Rothenstein Scholarship Fund
   Provides tuition support for students to attend Jewish day schools  
   and camps, trips to Israel, and other Jewish learning opportunities.
c Safety & Security Fund 
   Provides for safety & security improvements.
c Sandra Gamm Memorial Fund
   Supports annual programs in music and other cultural arts for the 
   benefit of Temple Israel members.
c Tiferet Center Fund
   Supports the Center’s programs and services for Temple members 
   and the greater Sharon Jewish community.
c Tree of Life 
    $360 per leaf; inscribe a leaf for any of life’s celebrations.



YOU
HAVE
THE 
GIFT
TO CURE
BLOOD
CANCER

giftoflife.org

Kayla, bone marrow donor,
saved James’ life.
Get Swabbed.

Joining the registry is as easy as a simple swab of your cheek.
Eligible donors must be between the ages of 18-35 and in general
good health, meet the guidelines and be willing to donate to any
patient, at any time, worldwide. Donors 36-60 are asked to
consider the $60 processing fee incurred with processing each
swab kit. Contributions of any amount are appreciated.

Location

Address
Date & Time

Contact Name
Contact Phone and/or Email

Temple Israel

125 Pond Street, Sharon
March 1, 2020  9am-2pm

Lisa Kates
781-784-2649

lmkates@msn.com

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
If you’d like to volunteer for 

these events, please contact 
Lisa Kates

lmkates@msn.com
781-784-2649



Rabbi Shai Held–theologian, scholar, and educator–is President, Dean, and Chair in 
Jewish Thought at Hadar, where he also directs the Center for Jewish Leadership and 
Ideas.  Previously, he served for six years as Scholar-in-Residence at Kehilat Hadar 
in New York City, and taught both theology and Halakhah at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary.  He also served as Director of Education at Harvard Hillel.  A 2011 recipient 
of the prestigious Covenant Award for excellence in Jewish education, Rabbi Held 
has been named multiple times to Newsweek’s list of the 50 most influential rabbis in 
America.  He holds a doctorate in religion from 
Harvard; his main academic interests are in modern 
Jewish and Christian thought, in biblical theology, 
and in the history of Zionism.  Rabbi Held’s 
first book, Abraham Joshua Heschel: The Call of 
Transcendence, was published by Indiana University 
Press in 2013; The Heart of Torah, a collection of 
essays on the Torah in two volumes, was published 
by JPS in 2017.

Ron Fish Ron Fish 
Rachel Silverman Rachel Silverman 
Steven W. Dress Steven W. Dress 

Harold Lew Harold Lew 
Joshua BlumenthalJoshua Blumenthal  

Deborah AstorDeborah Astor  

Ron Czik Ron Czik 
Beth LappenBeth Lappen

Ilene Greenwald Ilene Greenwald 
Heidi Kassner Heidi Kassner 

Josh Siegel Josh Siegel 
Gary KeimachGary Keimach

Brenda FabermanBrenda Faberman
  

Rochelle Strenger Rochelle Strenger 
Ari RogersAri Rogers

Senior Rabbi 
Rabbi 
Cantor Emeritus 
Cantor Emeritus 
Executive Director 
Executive Director Emerita 

President 
Vice President for Finance 
Vice President for Education 
Vice President for Jewish Communal Life 
Treasurer
Assistant Treasurer 
Secretary 
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Temple Israel is affiliated with the United 
Synagogue of Conservative Judaism, the
Synagogue Council of Massachusetts, and
supports the Jewish Theological Seminary.

Shabbat Scholar in Residence Weekend
with Rabbi Shai Held

Save the Date: April 24-26, 2020


