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HIGH HOLY DAYS

Connecting Our Community

Rosh Hashanah  |  
September 18 - September 20

Yom Kippur  |  
September 27-28

Sukkot  |  
October 2-9

Simchat Torah  |  
October 9-10

Our Community Coming Together



Hashiveinu Adonai Eilecha v’nashuva, chadesh yameinu k’kedem
Turn us back to you, God, and we will turn. Renew our days as before.

(Lamentations 5:21)
 
Each year as we approach the High Holy Day season, these words and 
the haunting melody that often accompanies them, begin to ring in 
our ears. They are literally the lament of the Jewish people to have the 
world return to the way it used to be. The time when things were 
better, simpler, more holy.
 
This year, the Jewish world is preparing for the High Holy Days amid 
a global pandemic. And more than any time in recent history, the 
words of lamentations ring out to us…if only we could renew our days 
like they were, even last year when we greeted one another at the front 
gate, embraced each other on the patio and sat next to one another 
allowing our voices to fill our sanctuary. 
 
Whether the High Holy Days have been a foundation in the cycle of 
your year for a lifetime, or whether you are a newcomer to Jewish life, 
these days will look nothing like any High Holy Days any of us has 
ever known. This year, the paramount Jewish value of pikuach nefesh, 
the preservation of life is at the forefront of our collective 

consciousness. Therefore, we have no option but to greet one another from a distance, to embrace each 
other virtually and to hear our voices as they fill our own homes. We share in an acknowledgment that 
the loss that is, for many, painful and real. 
 
In a primarily virtual realm, to attempt to replicate the familiarity and the majesty that normally 
accompany these days would be futile. Instead, these Holy Days will bridge some of the worship and 
Torah and music that is familiar with a whole host of new programs and experiences that promise to 
broaden, and even to deepen your High Holy Day experience.
 
Please read the information contained in this booklet carefully, as this experience will be new for 
everyone. New and, we hope, meaningful and uplifting.

Wishing you much health and shalom,

Rabbi Leah Lewis

COMING TOGETHER
Rabbi Leah Lewis



5781 HIGH HOLY DAYS
Service Schedule

Rosh Hashanah

Rosh Hashanah Morning Service – 1st Day
Saturday, September 19 | 10 a.m. 

Tot Family and Young Children Service | 9:00 a.m. 

Building My World  | 11:30 a.m. 
Select your program

a. Jews, Whiteness, Power and Privilege with                      
    Professor Marc Dollinger and a Congregational 
    Conversation: What Can We Do?

b. Building The World In Which We Want to Live. A 
Workshop for Families

Virtual Lunch Dates | 12:30 p.m.

Rosh HaShanah Morning Torah Study Session and Torah 
Service | 1:15 p.m.
“Insiders and Outsiders”

Rosh HaShanah Morning Haftarah Study Session and 
Haftarah Service | 2:15 p.m. 
“Heaven Help Us! Prayer that Works”

Drive-Thru Shofar Ensemble | 4:00 p.m. 
Drive-Thru Shofar Ensemble in the Temple Menorah parking 
lot. Hear the blast of the shofar coming from every direction, 
from the safety of your own car! (available in-person or virtually.)

Socially Distanced Tashlich (at a beach or body of water of 
your choosing) | 5 p.m. 
From the parking lot, drive to the beach or any body of water 
where you are comfortable for a brief Tashlich ritual, 
conducted by conference call (don’t forget your breadcrumbs 
and earphones!)

Selichot
Home for the (High) Holy Days: 
Making Your Everyday Space Holy

Saturday, September 12 | 6:30 p.m

Selichot is a night of reflection and 
preparation. Join us as we explore the 
notion of sacred space in Judaism, 
Islam and Christianity then design a 
toolkit of ways to create in your home 
something that is set apart in space 
and time for the Holy Days.

The evening will conclude with 
havdallah, the preparatory prayers of 
Selichot and a ritual Torah cover 
changing to white for the High Holy 
Day season.

Rosh Hashanah Morning Service – 2nd Day
Sunday, September 20 | 10 a.m. 
Streamed from the Temple Menorah Patio 

Virtual Lunch Dates | 12:00 p.m.

Erev Rosh Hashanah 
Evening Service
Friday, September 18 | 7:30 p.m.

followed by virtual “Apple and Honey” 
Oneg Shabbat rooms

New!



5781 HIGH HOLY DAYS 
Service Schedule

Yom Kippur
Kol Nidre Service 
Sunday, September 27 | 7:30 p.m. 

Yom Kippur Morning Service
Monday, September 28 | 10:00 a.m. 

Tot Family and Young Children Service | 9:00 a.m. 

Building My Community  | 11:30 a.m. 
Select your program:

a. L’Dor v’Dor: Panel discussion with Rabbi 
Emeritus Steven Silver, Rabbi Leah Lewis and 
You. How each generation of Jews finds its 
footing in a rapidly changing world

b. Building the Community in Which We Want 
to Live: A Workshop for Families

Clergy Visits
If our virtual connections leave you craving more 
of a personal connection, please let us know. Our 
clergy will bring the Torah and Shofar to you for 
a socially-distance visit between Rosh Hashanah 
and Yom Kippur. Register by calling 310.316.8444 
or email info@templemenorah.org. 

Shabbat Shuvah
Virtual Shabbat Shuvah together with 
Temple Beth El
Friday, September 25 | 7 p.m.
Bring a pen and paper for this unique opportunity to 
reflect on our lives at the outset of 5781

Shabbat Morning Service
Saturday, September 26 – 10:00am

Yom Kippur Morning Torah Study Session and 
Torah Service | 12:30p.m.
“It Didn’t Need to Be So Complicated”

Yom Kippur Morning Haftarah Study Session 
and Haftarah Service | 1:15 p.m. 
“The Fast I Desire”

Building Myself | 2:00 p.m
Select your program:

a. Heartfulness Meditation with guest 
facilitator, Chris Mills

b. The Sounds of the Season – Replay the 
music of the Holy Days while you spend 
your afternoon in reflection

Meditations of the Heart | 3:00 p.m.
Gifts and Challenges: Personal Lessons and 
Observations from the Pandemic

Yom Kippur Afternoon Torah Study Session and 
Torah Service  | 3:45 p.m.
“Being Holy: A Toolkit”

Tween/Teen Zone: A Yom Kippur Experience for 
Youth | 3:45 p.m.

Yom Kippur Afternoon Service | 4:45 p.m. 
Including an examination of the Book of Jonah 
through the eyes of children

Yizkor Service | 5:45 p.m.

Ne’ilah Service | 6:30 p.m. 

Havdallah and Final Shofar Blast | 7:00 p.m.
Drive-In Havdallah and break-the-fast. Bring a 
flashlight to shine and a snack to enjoy from the 
safety of your car as we bring an end to this most 
holy day (available in-person or virtually.)

New!

New!



HIGH HOLY DAYS
Information

Sukkot
Erev Sukkot Shabbat Evening Celebration
Friday, October 2 | 6:30 p.m. 

Sukkah Reservations
Sunday, October 4 through Thursday, October 8 
Sukkot is a time for gathering. This year, we would 
like to extend our hospitality to you, our 
community. Through the holiday of Sukkot, we 
invite you to reserve our sukkah for a snack, meal, 
or small social gathering with your family. One 
family group of 10 people or less per evening 
(6:30-8:30) will be able to reserve the sukkah from 
Sunday, October 4 though Thursday, October 8th. 
For safety reasons, reservations are limited and 
available on a first come, first served basis.

Simchat Torah Celebration
Tot and Family Simchat Torah and Shabbat 
Celebration
Friday, October 9 – 6:30pm

Shabbat Morning Simchat Torah Service
Saturday, October 10 | 10:00 a.m. 
With a virtual tour through the Torah

Yizkor Memorial Service
Saturday, October 10 | 5:00 p.m. 

The High Holy Days
For the Entire Family!

We are home for the High Holy Days. That 
means that as families, you can easily shape 
the experience of these days in any way that 
works for your family, logging in to virtual 
sessions that are designed specifically for 
families as well as those that are geared 
towards adults. In addition to the main 
services of the Holy Days, here are a few 
sessions that are designed with worshippers 
of all ages in mind:

9:00 a.m. | RH/YK
Tot and Young Family Services

11:30 a.m.| RH
Building the World We Want to Live In: 
A Workshop for Families

4:00 p.m.  | RH
Drive-Thru Shofar Ensemble in the Temple 
Menorah Parking Lot

5:00 p.m.  | RH
Spend Rosh HaShanah afternoon at the beach 
for a brief Tashlich ritual, conducted by           
conference call 

11:30 a.m. | YK
Building the Community in Which We Want 
to Live In. A Workshop for Families

3:45 p.m. | YK
Tween/Teen Zone: A Yom Kippur Experience 
for Youth 

7:00 p.m | YK
Drive-In Havdallah and Break-the-Fast in the 
Temple Menorah Parking Lot 



HIGH HOLY DAYS
Information

Prayer Books

All of the prayers will be projected on the screen 
during services. Machzorim are available for 
purchase on the CCAR Press website. 
www.ccarpress.org

Prayer Shawls
& Yarmulkes /Kippot
As a Reform synagogue the choice about whether or 
not to wear a tallit (prayer shall) or kippah (head 
covering) is left to each individual. While kippot are 
worn during every service, the custom is to wear 
tallit during morning services. The only evening 
service at which a tallit is worn is Kol Nidre on Yom 
Kippur. We encourage you to continue these 
customs even virtually. 

Creating Sacred Space
As we join together for these special days, we 
encourage you to create a sacred space in your home 
that is set apart in space and time for these Holy 
Days. Creating that space might mean something 
di�erent to each person. One might add an artifact 
to set the stage for the sacred space while others 
might want to change their attire during this sacred 
time. We encourage you to embrace what you need 
to create your personal space. Be with us for 
Selichot, Saturday evening, September 12th 
beginning at 6:30pm to explore what that might 
look like for you.

Tashlich
During Rosh HaShanah, we go to a body of water for 
the Tashlich ritual, an opportunity to symbolically 
cast our misdoings away in the process of teshuvah. 
This year, we will gather in time but not space. Bring 
a few breadcrumbs or some disposable paper with 
your ideas written on them, as well as some 
earphones. Call-in information will be available so 
that we can reflect together, yet in our own space.

Break-the-Fast
At the end of Yom Kippur, we will join for a drive-in 
Havdallah and break-the-fast. Women of Temple 
Menorah (Sisterhood) will continue the tradition of 
sponsoring an orange juice and snack, but this year, 
individually wrapped to enjoy in your car! Bring a 
flashlight to shine and a snack to enjoy from the 
safety of your car as we bring an end to this most 
holy day.

High Holy Days Food Drive

On Yom Kippur, we have the opportunity to add 
meaning to our fasts. We would love you to donate a 
bag to fill with nonperishable food—at least as much 
as you would have eaten on Yom Kippur. These bags 
will be delivered to the SOVA Food Bank to provide 
food to the many needy people living in nearby 
communities. We also encourage you to supplement 
your food donation with a check to Temple Menorah 
for Mazon: A Jewish Response to Hunger.

Please bring your filled bags with you to our 
socially-distance Havdallah on Monday, September 
28 at 7:00 p.m. in the Temple Menorah parking lot. 
Alternatively, you can drop o� your filled back in the 
SOVA bins in the Temple Menorah parking lot from 
September 18 to September 28.



HIGH HOLY DAYS
Information

High Holy Days Challah

During High Holy Days, a round challah is eaten to 
symbolize the crown of God’s majesty and the cycle 
of the year.

Bring the spirit of the High Holy Days into YOUR 
home with a sweet, beautiful, round challah baked 
especially for you! Orders must be submitted online 
by September 9th. Special holiday challahs can be 
pre-ordered for pickup prior to Rosh Hashanah, Yom 
Kippur and Sukkot on the registration page.

Lulav and Etrog Set 
for Sukkot
Celebrate this Sukkot with your family’s very own 
Lulav & Etrog set, priced at $50. All orders must be 
submitted online by September 9th. 

Landscape Fund
Donations in honor or in memory of loved ones and 
friends may be made through the Landscape/Flow-
er Fund. Your name and the name of your loved one 
will appear either in the Rosh Hashanah or the Yom 
Kippur booklet according to your request. Dona-
tions may be made in any amount $18.00 or 
higher per name. Please submit online by 
September 9th.

Yizkor Memorial Book
and Photo Gallery
Each year Temple Menorah provides an opportunity 
to memorialize your loved ones in the Yizkor 
Memorial Book, published and distributed during the 
Yom Kippur Yizkor Service. This year, in addition to 
publishing the names of loved ones, we will be 
collecting photos of loved ones for display in a 
slideshow presentation. Donations may be made in 
any amount $18.00 or higher per name or $25.00 or 
higher per photo. Please submit names online by 
September 16, or send in pictures, including names, 
by September 16 by emailing a copy of the photos or 
mailing in the physical photo to Temple Menorah 
(email to info@templemenorah.org, original photos 
will be returned by mail) 



HIGH HOLY DAY SERVICES 2020/5781

Selichot
Saturday, September 12.................................................................................6:30 p.m. 

Erev Rosh Hashanah Service
Friday, September 18 ................................................................................................. 7:30 p.m. 
Virtual Apple and Honey Oneg Shabbat.......................................................... 9:00 p.m. 

Rosh Hashanah – 1st Day
Saturday, September 19 
Tot Family and Young Children Service ...........................................................9:00 a.m.
Rosh Hashanah Morning Service........................................................................ 10:00 a.m. 
Building My World (Options A and B) ..............................................................11:30 a.m. 
Virtual Lunch Dates ......................................................................................................12:30 p.m.
Torah study and reading ............................................................................................... 1:15 p.m. 
Haftarah study and reading ........................................................................................2:15 p.m. 
Drive-Thru Shofar Ensemble.....................................................................................4:00 p.m. 
Socially Distanced Tashlich (at a beach of your choosing)...................5:00 p.m. 

Rosh Hashanah-2nd Day
Sunday, September 20 ........................................................................................... 10:00 a.m.
Virtual Lunch Dates .......................................................................................................12:15 p.m.

Shabbat Shuva
Friday, September 25.................................................................................................7:00 p.m.
Saturday, September 26....................................................................................... 10:00 a.m.

Kol Nidre Service
Sunday, September 27 .............................................................................................. 7:30 p.m.

Yom Kippur Day
Monday, September 28 
Tot Family and Young Children Service ...........................................................9:00 a.m.
Yom Kippur Morning Service................................................................................ 10:00 a.m.
Building My Community (Options A and B) .................................................11:30 a.m.
Torah study and reading ............................................................................................12:30 p.m.
Haftarah study and reading ........................................................................................ 1:15 p.m.
Building Myself (Options A and B).......................................................................2:00 p.m.
Meditations of the Heart ..............................................................................................3:00 p.m.
Torah study and reading .............................................................................................. 3:45 p.m.
Yom Kippur Afternoon Service................................................................................ 4:45 p.m.
Yizkor Service...................................................................................................................... 5:45 p.m.
Neilah Service .....................................................................................................................6:30 p.m.
Drive-in Havdallah and Break-the-Fast ..............................................................7:00 p.m.

Sukkot 
Friday, October 2 
Erev Sukkot Shabbat Evening Celebration......................................................6:30 p.m.
Saturday, October 3
Sukkot Morning Shabbat & Festival Service ............................................... 10:00 a.m.

Simchat Torah
Friday, October 9 
Tot and Family Simchat Torah and Shabbat Celebration......................6:30 p.m.
Saturday, October 10 
Shabbat Morning Service with a tour through the Torah.................... 10:00 a.m.
Yizkor Service......................................................................................................................5:00 p.m.


