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November Worship 
Schedule
Friday, November 4 
Shabbat Lech-Lecha
5:00 pm Munchkin Minyan
5:30 pm  Shabbat Family Dinner  

(RSVP required.)
6:30 pm 5th Grade Family Shabbat 

Worship – Live Stream

Saturday, November 5
9:30 am Torah Study
11:00 am Shabbat Worship with Bar 

Mitzvah of Nathaniel Jackson, son of 
Evan & Carie Jackson – Live Stream

Friday, November 11 – Shabbat 
Vayera
6:00 pm  Dinner honoring Veterans & 

Active Service Personnel  
(RSVP required.)

7:30 pm  Shabbat Worship honoring 
Veterans & Active Service Personnel 
– Facebook Live & Live Stream

Saturday, November 12
9:30 pm  Torah Study
11:00 am  Shabbat Worship with the 

B’nai Mitzvah of Max Lincow, son of 
Ron & Robin Lincow & Steven Jacob 
Stein, son of Joshua Stein & April 
Stein – Live Stream

Friday, November 18  
Shabbat Hayei-Sarah
7:30 pm  Shabbat Worship – Facebook 

Live & Live Stream

Saturday, November 19
9:30 am   Torah Study
11:00 am  Shabbat Worship with the 

Bar Mitzvah of Benjamin Weiss, son 
of Doug Weiss & Alexandra Kane – 
Live Stream

Friday, November 25 
Shabbat Toledot
7:30 pm  Shabbat Worship – Facebook 

Live & Live Stream

Saturday, November 26
9:30 am Torah Study
11:00 am  Shabbat Worship

December Worship
Schedule
Friday, December 2 
Shabbat Vayetzei
5:00 pm Munchkin Minyan
5:30 pm Shabbat Family Dinner  

(RSVP required.)
6:30 pm 3rd Grade Family Shabbat 

Worship – Live Stream

Saturday, December 3
9:30 am   Torah Study
11:00 am  Shabbat Worship with the 

B’nai Mitzvah of Noah Hunter 
Ackerman, son of Neil & Jaclyn 
Ackerman & Madelyn Faith Seidman, 
daughter of Mike & Rhonda Seidman 
– Live Stream

Friday, December 9  
Shabbat Vayishlah
7:30 pm Shabbat Worship – Facebook 

Live & Live Stream

Saturday, December 10
9:30 am  Torah Study
11:00 am  Shabbat Worship with the 

B’not Mitzvah of Maya Grace Schulz, 
daughter of Craig & Lauren Schulz & 
Isabella Rozelle Bellano, daughter of 
Michael & Laurie Bellano – Live Stream

Friday, December 16 
Shabbat Vayeshev
7:30 pm  Shabbat Worship – Facebook 

Live & Live Stream

Saturday, December 17
9:30 am Torah Study
11:00 am  Shabbat Worship with the Bat 

Mitzvah of Lola Baum, daughter of 
Marc & Rachel Baum – Live Stream

Friday, December 23 
Shabbat Miketz
6:30 pm  Glo-Stick Shabbat Worship – 

Facebook Live & Live Stream

Saturday, December 24
9:30 am  Torah Study
11:00 am  Shabbat Worship

Friday, December 30  
Shabbat Vayigash
7:30 pm  Shabbat Worship – Facebook 

Live & Live Stream

Saturday, December 31
9:30 am  Torah Study
11:00 am  Shabbat Worship
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Following Up On My Retirement  
Announcement from Rosh Hashanah
Rabbi Gregory S. Marx, Senior Rabbi

A few people have asked me what I plan to do with my time, now that I am 
retiring in 2024. So, before I give an honest answer, I thought about the fact 
that this year’s US Senate is the oldest in American history. Diane Feinstein is 88, 
Charles Grassley is also 88, Richard Shelby is 87, James Inhofe is 86, Pat Leahy is 
81. So, I thought about announcing that I will be running to be the next Senator 
from Pennsylvania! 

In truth, I am retiring for three major 
reasons. First, I think Beth Or deserves new ideas and fresh energy. 
I have been your rabbi for almost 35 years, and I have come to 

realize that many of my practices and ideas may be getting a bit stale. So, a younger, more creative rabbi will 
bring increased vitality to our beloved shul. You need a younger rabbi who can identify with this new world, and 
its younger people. Second, my body is not allowing me to do all that I want to do. No, I don’t have any critical 
health issues, but I do have aches and pains that I did not have a few years ago. I felt this most during the High 
Holy Days. Carrying the torah, lifting the torah, standing and reading, preaching and engaging, is a younger 
rabbi’s sport. So, I am stepping aside, because I am simply having more difficulty keeping up with the tasks. 
Finally, I want to leave Beth Or with our members saying “thank you,” rather than, “I thought this guy would never 
leave.” I know of far too many rabbis or other professionals who did not know when it was “time.” I’ve seen what 
happens when someone over-extends their stay. You may have heard of him? His name is Rudy Giuliani. Just 
a few years ago he was one of the most admired Americans. He was “America’s mayor.” He should have retired 
while he was ahead! I want to go when I am still capable and respected for my skills. I also hope to apply myself 
more to community service, speaking and chaplaincy. I still have much to give, but I want and need to do it  
on my terms.

Oftentimes people speak of “the best years of our lives.” Some say our youth in the best time — no 
responsibilities. Others say “life begins at 40.” and others say old age, when we can sit back and relax. Each age 
is fabulous but each age has its problems. I think the best age is the year that we are in right now. We have to 
make the best of it. and that is why I am retiring in a year and a half.  Will I miss you all? You bet. Will I have a 
hole in my heart, not being with you for your joys and sorrows? Absolutely. Will I feel lost sitting in the pew as 
another gives the sermon? Yes, but I want to use the time I have to live as fully and as honestly as I can with the 
woman that I love, Laurie. 

I know that you will choose my successor wisely. I trust your judgement and embrace the journey that you will 
undertake to take Beth Or to ever greater heights. Finding a great speaker is important. Engaging a dynamic 
teacher is critical. A good listener and comforter is needed too. But above it all, find a Rabbi who lives by their 
ideals, who believes in what they are doing. Look for a leader who leads by example and believes in the wonder 
and majesty of our heritage. 

Shalom.

Rabbi Gregory S. Marx

From the Rabbi’s Desk
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Change is Our Only Constant
Gwen Silverstein, Beth Or President 

President’s Corner

Gwen Silverstein

Fellow Congregants, 

I am hoping you had a meaningful High Holy Day experience. It was great to see so many 
of you back in our beautiful house of worship. As I shared at Rosh Hashanah, our beloved 
Senior Rabbi Gregory Marx will be retiring in July of 2024. In addition, our amazingly kind, 
compassionate, smart, organized, and diplomatic Executive Director, Amy Abrams will be 
retiring in July of 2023 after 10 years of service in this role. You may or may not know that 
prior to becoming our Executive Director, Amy served in more than a decade of lay leadership roles in the congregation as 
our Treasurer, Vice President, and President.

Many of us have had the blessing of working with Amy directly. Even in ordinary times, congregational Executive 
Directors manage a myriad of challenges in their day-to-day work. Amy’s leadership has been invaluable during these 
EXTRAORDINARY times. Many of us have witnessed Amy going significantly above and beyond to ensure our community 
stays connected and relevant. She led the way as our congregation managed through never-ending challenges that COVID 
threw at us, keeping us connected, vibrant and functioning. She has been the glue keeping our community safe during a 
time of physical distance and isolation, and so much more. I feel blessed to have had the opportunity to work with Amy. 

As our Executive Director, Amy is responsible for the following items, and more:

n People management, creating and sustaining effective teamwork among the entire staff of roughly 80+ professionals 
and maintaining excellent relationships with our congregants of all ages and stages.

n Infrastructure management, which means protecting and maintaining our physical assets, maintaining and 
improving the congregation’s technology, security systems, vendor and contract management. 

n Oversees the financial operations of the congregation including: budgets, annual and monthly financial reports, 
investments, insurance, dues, expenditures, purchasing, cash flow management, banking relationships, accounts 
payable. She works closely with the staff and lay leaders to implement financial policies and procedures. 

Amy always leads with her head and thinks from her heart 
about how our employees, congregants, and greater 
community will feel. As we plan for our future I want to 
thank the Executive Director Search Committee chairs, Leslie 
Weiss and Jennie Nerenberg.

We are grateful for Amy’s dedication to our community 
and look forward to celebrating her retirement at a special 
Shabbat service in the spring of 2023.
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So, welcome to the 

future. We are a little 

over a month into 

5783. How are those 

resolutions going? 

B’li Neder – Without Vow – 
Rabbi Jason Bonder, Associate Rabbi

Rabbi Jason Bonder

From the Rabbi’s Desk

Making a vow in Biblical times was very serious business. A vow — neder in 
Hebrew - was a promise made to God, and once the vow was uttered, it could 
not be broken under any circumstance. The Hebrew Bible tells many stories, 
some of which are quite gruesome, about folks who made vows to God and 
then had to fulfill the vow in ways they never imagined. 

Here in America, we often use the word “vows” to describe the part of a Jewish 
ceremony when a couple speaks to one another. Yet, that is technically incorrect. 
They make promises, not vows. A couple makes promises to one another under 
the chuppah. They do not make vows to God. 

It is the gravity of vows in Jewish tradition that has also led to a common 
phrase in Modern Hebrew — b’li neder — meaning “without vow.” If I told you 

“I’ll meet you for coffee at 9:30” but I knew I might be a few minutes 
late, I would add, “b’li neder.” So that, in case I show up at 9:40, I want 
to make sure that everyone involved knows that I have not made, 

and then consequently broken, a vow to God. Another great example could be 
a student in school talking to their teacher. “I’ll have the homework to you by 
Friday, b’li neder.” I’m not so sure how that teacher would feel about a comment 
like this, but hey, at least the student is good on all religious grounds.

Just under a month ago, we gathered at synagogue for Yom Kippur. We not only 
apologized for the things we did in the year that had gone by, but we also made 
resolutions about how to be better in the future.

So, welcome to the future. We are a little over a month into 5783. How are those 
resolutions going? 

Surely, no one will achieve everything they hope to in one month’s time. But it is 
the case that many of us give up on goals in far less time than one month. This 
is your reminder to keep going. To keep pushing towards the principles that just 
one month ago you felt were worthy of pursuit.

On the evening of Yom Kippur each year, we chant “Kol Nidrei” “Nidrei” is the 
plural form of “neder” in Aramaic. It means, “All these vows…” The proclamation 
speaks of all the vows we made and will make. We technically annul them with 
the purpose of protecting anyone who had unintentionally broken a vow. This 
controversial prayer has been cited over the generations by antisemites to “prove” 
that Jews could not be trusted because they annul their vows every year. This 
is, of course, preposterous. The ancient rabbis were quite clear that Kol Nidrei 
was said to protect people, not give people a loophole. Furthermore, according 
to the ancient sages, anyone who tried to abuse this liturgy, claiming that their 
vows didn’t count, had no share in the World to Come. 

I find something deeply inspiring in our avoidance of vows. Through our care to 
not make a vow, I am reminded that we are not robots. When we make promises, 
we are fully aware that we might fail. Life is messy and so many things are out of 
our control. That’s exactly why promises and resolutions are far more preferable 
than vows. Had we made vows and already fallen short, the vow would have  
been forever broken. When we promise and fall short, it leaves us with the 
opportunity to get back up and try again. We can still make good on our 
promises. No matter how tough it gets, let’s try and achieve our goals. I’ll do the 
same, b’li neder. 
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 High Holy Day Recap

Cantor Jaime Murley,  
Interim Cantor and Junior Choir Director 

Since you spent the High Holy Days staring at ME, I wanted to offer some insight on 
what I saw when I stared back at YOU! But first….

High Holy Day preparations started for me in August 2021. Knowing that the 
congregation was looking for a new cantor, I decided it would be wise to start taking 
voice lessons (something I had not done in many years), so that I would be able to 
expand my range and be prepared to sing higher OR lower harmonies than I was used 
to with the “new cantor.” By January 2022, I suggested to my voice teacher that we start 
“looking” at some of the High Holy Day music, JUST IN CASE something crazy happened 
(like the “new cantor” getting COVID right before the holidays) and I needed to step in. 
Much of the music is not a style I was used to singing at that point, so I wanted to get on 
top of it and get to a place where I was just comfortable singing it. By May 2022, it came 
to light that there would not be another cantor and that the High Holy Days were going 
to be led by ME. I’m not going to lie: the idea of filling Cantor Green’s enormous shoes 
was daunting and terrifying! Suddenly I knew that just being “comfortable” with the High 
Holy Day music was not going to cut it.

This is where music director, Roland Woehr, became a superhero to me. Having done the 
High Holy Day service for well over 20 years, he was, without a doubt, the expert. I could go on and on about Roland for 
pages, but suffice it to say that Roland was an amazing partner in this endeavor. Always professional, he sacrificed tons of 
time to work with me and answer all my questions, wrote choral arrangements of new melodies I introduced, transposed 
all the music to keys that worked best for me, and made me feel safe and fully supported throughout the services. Simply 
put, without Roland, the holidays could not have happened.

There were so many notable moments in the weeks leading up to the holidays: the adult choir blew me away with 
how hard they worked to learn the new music and review the old; the junior choir parents brought their kids to tons of 
rehearsals (more than I’ve ever held in the past) and helped corral the kids the day of services; The junior choir themselves 
joyfully attended hours of rehearsals; the ritual chairs helped organize all the Torah/Haftarah readers for me; and my 
husband and kids stepped up to let me work more than I have since the birth of my third daughter (who is now 10).

Before I knew it, it was “Game Day” (aka Erev Rosh Hashanah). All morning long, I received the most beautiful and 
encouraging texts from Rabbis Marx and Bonder, Laurie Marx, Aaron Nielsenshultz, and others on the professional staff. 
The hardest thing about the holidays for me was knowing that my mom, who passed away four years ago, would have 
loved the opportunity to see me do this and would not get the chance. It kills me that she missed it, but my dad worked 
hard to provide me with double the love and support through texts and calls, and I felt it.

And then the services started. I wanted to be terrified, but I couldn’t, because when I looked out at the congregation, I 
didn’t see judgmental faces…I only saw and felt support, encouragement, and love. My mom may not have been in the 
room, but I was no doubt surrounded by my Beth Or family. Thank you for the honor of allowing me to lead you through 
the Holy Days, and a million more thank you’s for making the experience one I’ll always cherish. Shanah Tovah!

Jaime Murley
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Religious School NEWS
Important School Dates 

Friday, November 4 
5th Grade Family Shabbat and 
2025 B’nai Mitzvah Class event

Sunday, November 6 
6th Grade Family Ed

Sunday, November 6 
Chag siddur for 4th Grade 
during Rishon

Monday, November 7 
Chag siddur for 4th Grade

Tuesday, November 8 
Chag siddur for 4th Grade

Sunday, November 13 
3rd grade to Horsham CFJL  
10:45 am - 11:45 am

Sunday, November 20 
No Rishon

Sunday, November 20 
3rd grade to Horsham CFJL  
10:45 am -11:45 am

Sunday, November 27 
No Rishon: Thanksgiving

Sunday, November 27 
No Sunday: Thanksgiving

Friday, December 2 
3rd Grade Family Shabbat

Sunday, December 4 
Kindergarten Family Ed

Sunday, December 4 
3rd grade to Horsham CFJL  
10:45 am -11:45 am

Sunday, December 18 
No Rishon

Sunday, December 25 
No Rishon: Winter Break

Monday, December 26 
No Sheni: Winter Break

Tuesday, December 27 
No Sh’lishi: Winter Break

Tzedakah and Tzedek 
Come From the Same 
Place
Aaron Nielsenshultz, Director of Religious School 

If you come to Beth Or on a Sunday morning 
— and I really hope you do — you’ll find that 
we are full of students and parents. The school 
is humming with energy, and our school year 
is moving along nicely. Our enrollments are up 
almost 20% post-COVID, and it’s clear that Beth 
Or is, as Rabbi Marx called it, the “down-town of 
Jewish Maple Glen.”

With our curriculum focused on 
different          (middot), values, 
our students are getting hands-on 
with their Judaism. They’ve already 
learned about               (teshuvah), 
or seeing forgiveness, and that the Torah teaches us that by giving  
(tzedakah) or charity, we can help to create more           (tzedek) justice and 
fairness in the world. Make sure your child comes with tzedakah every week! 
Students are feeling ready to act in this new year.

So how else are we sharing this renewed energy and enthusiasm? This year, 
our school Tzedakah project supports MyTree. This Israel-based organization 
allows us to adopt olive trees in Israel and receive olive oil from the trees 
labeled with Beth Or’s name. Each class will be able to see how many trees 
they can sponsor. Families are also invited to sponsor their own trees and/or 
more trees in their child/children’s name/s. So make sure you check out our 
project by going to www.mytree.org.il/bethorpa.

Aaron Nielsenshultz
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Chanukah is full of excitement for young children. Watching the dreidel spin and waiting 
for it to drop. Lighting the candles and watching them burn down to meet the menorah. 
Singing songs with friends and family that have been sung for years and years. Peeling 
back the gold foil on the gelt to reveal the chocolate inside. Often times, families ask me 
what activities can we do after we have lit the menorah.

Here are some suggestions related to the different symbols of Chanukah. 

n Oil – Make sufganiyot at home. Fill clean syringes/injectors with jelly, pudding or 
chocolate and let your children fill their own treat. 

n Menorah – Before you light the menorah and recite the 
blessings, make your own candles using beeswax sheets.

n Gelt – As you eat your chocolate coins, place change into a 
bag or small container. Talk about different places you can 
donate to like an animal shelter or your local food bank. 

n Singing – Have a family karaoke party. Don’t forget the 
holiday favorite, “I have a Little Dreidel!”

n Dreidels – With spinning in mind go for a family bike ride or have a twirling contest. Can you out spin  
your dreidel?

Adding new activities to your holidays can create lasting memories. L’Dor V’Dor!

Sara Baum

The Symbols of Chanukah
Sara Baum, Early Childhood Director 



Smiles For All this Fall
Jillian Peskin, Director of Member & Youth Engagement

Since the kickoff of our year I have seen so many of your smiling faces! We have been 
BUSY!! We have had many old events, new events, in-person High Holy Day worship 
and so many more opportunities to be together! We have had many new members join 
and the CECE and Religious School are exploding with new students. For me, the best 
part is being with all of you!! 

In addition to our usual fall events being a hit (200+ adults and 120+ kids joined us 
for Sushi Sake Sukkah!), we have added some new events this fall. Every first Friday 
we are now offering Munchkin Minyan at 5pm, First Friday Family Shabbat Dinner for 
all at 5:30pm and our regular Family Worship at 6:30pm. We had our first ever “Pizza in 
the Hut” young family Sukkot dinner and worship. We have new monthly mitzvah collection 
drives with social action throughout the fall leading up to Mitzvas Day, and we added a 
Welcome Back Reconnection Fair for all congregants during the first day of Religious School. Our C4C clubs are up and 
running new programming. Some of our YOBO teens are now going to JRA once a month. There are just so many exciting, 
in person things for everyone! 

Please enjoy a few photos to see a snippet of what I see during these fun programs! If you have an idea or want to get 
more involved, give me a call! 

Jillian Peskin
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Friends Got Together to Enjoy First 
Friday Family Shabbat Dinner Mitzvah Month Collection Drive

Pizza in the Hut Erev Sukkot 
Dinner

Clergy and Children Celebrate SukkotFirst Friday Family Shabbat DinnerFamilies enjoyed Pizza in the Hut by 
the Sukkah
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Fall Fun!
Rachel Shapiro, Youth Engagement Advisor

Hello everyone!

It has been so great to see everyone back from their summers! Our High Holy Day 
Youth Services were nothing short of wonderful as we celebrated in such a special way. 
We discussed how we can not only better ourselves for the new year, but how we can 
better the world. We had some fabulous responses including but not limited to: Being 
kind to one another, no littering, cleaning up after ourselves, peace, admitting when 
we’re sorry, and so much more! I am so proud of everyone who participated in our 
services including our fantastic song leaders.

We have already had our first two youth events which have been a hit! Be sure to be 
on the lookout for those RSVP links in the Religious School Notes so you can attend these fun 
events too. As always, please feel free to reach out with any questions. I look forward to the 
rest of the events we have for the 2022 year including movies & popcorn, s’mores, & our Chanukah Party! 

Check out our branded Youth Apparel Sale. See back cover for details & QR code to place your order by 11/23!

Rachel Shapiro

Gaga and Games K-2

Family Pizza in the Hut Gaga and Games K-2

Youth Services



Meet Our B’nai Mitzvah Students

Zoe Zielinski 
October 8
I have Celiac Disease — a lifelong, 
serious autoimmune disease that leads 
to damage in the small intestine. I want 
to help raise money to help fund more 
research that I hope will one day lead to 
greater awareness and someday maybe 
even a cure. For my Mitzvah Project, 
I am going to complete the Celiac 
Disease Foundation 5K Turkey Trot on 
November 12 to raise money for research and a cure. If 
anyone would like to help support my Mitzvah Project,  
we would welcome donations for my team at:  
https://bit.ly/celiacfundraiser. Later in the year I am also 
hoping to have a gluten-free bake sale so that everyone — 
with or without gluten or wheat sensitivities — can enjoy 
delicious baked goods as I raise additional money for  
this cause.

Nate Jackson
November 5
For my Mitzvah Project, I chose to 
volunteer weekly at Briar Bush Nature 
Center to help with care of their 
animals. I went through training and 
prepared food for a wide range of 
animals there including reptiles, small 
mammals, birds of prey and insects. 
These rescued animal ambassadors are 
used to educate people of all ages. For 
information on how to donate to or visit this nature center, 
check out briarbush.org.
 I also chose to support Glad Dogs Nation by having 
a stuffed toy collection drive at my middle school and our 
synagogue. Glad Dogs Nations uses collected stuffed toys 
that are no longer wanted and turns them into safe, fun 
dog toys. The toys are then sold and 100% of the profits go 
to a wide variety of programs that provide free food, toys, 
and more to shelters and rescues across the country. You 
can learn more at gladdogsnation.com. 

Max Lincow
November 12
I had the opportunity to raise money 
for the Israel Sports Center for 
the Disabled (ISCD). The ISCD is an 
incredible organization that helps 
children and youth with all types of 
disabilities overcome physical and 
emotional obstacles through playing 
sports. This organization has helped 
over 2,500 kids participate in sports 
to strengthen their mind, body, and soul. In addition 
to raising money for ISCD, I volunteered for a youth 
wheelchair basketball program, and experienced playing 
basketball in a wheelchair. Through perseverance and 
determination, the players were able to excel with 
their ball-handling skills and techniques despite their 
disabilities. I would like to continue to raise money for 
the ISCD to help other athletes pursue their passion 
for sports. You are welcome to contribute to the Israel 
Sports Center for the Disabled at https://afiscd.org/
mitzvah/#MaxLincowMitzvahPage

Benjamin Weiss
November 19
One out of five underserved households 
are not getting their kids involved in 
sports because of the rising price of 
equipment. I selected the non-profit 
Leveling the Playing Field (LPF) for 
my Mitzvah Project to help underserved 
kids gain access to equipment and have 
the chance to play sports. I have really 
benefited from playing baseball and 
other sports - and I want other kids to have the  
same opportunities.
 LPF collects and redistributes equipment to expand 
access and equity within youth sports and recreation 
programs in under-resourced communities. LPF 
expanded to Philadelphia during Fall 2021 to ensure 
that all Greater Philly area kids get off the sidelines! 
I collected sports equipment (guidelines at https://
www.levelingtheplayingfield.org/ways-to-help/donate-
equipment/) at Beth Or starting on October 9. So, clean 
out your garages and clear the yard of used equipment to 
help kids in need! You can also make a contribution to LPF 
at https://levelingtheplayingfield.networkforgood.com/
projects/166888-benjamin-weiss-s-fundraiser. Thank you 
for your support!
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Noah Ackerman
December 3
For my Mitzvah Project, I chose 
to work with the Miracle League 
of the Lehigh Valley Field. They 
are a non-profit organization that 
provides opportunities for children 
and young adults with special 
needs to participate in sports and 
social activities year- round. At the 
Miracle League, I played baseball 
with children with disabilities. I love baseball, working with 
children and helping those in need and this checked all 
the boxes. I taught Nico how to hold the ball in his glove 
and throw with his other hand, we ran the bases together 
and gave each other high fives. I also worked with a young 
adult by the name of Bert. We laughed, ran bases and told 
each other jokes. This opportunity has surpassed all of 
my expectations. It was not only meaningful, but it made 
a huge impact on my life, and what I could do to help 
others. I can’t wait to go back. For more information on the 
Miracle League check out  
www.mllv.org.

Maddie Seidman
December 3
For my Mitzvah Project, I chose to raise 
money for CeasefirePA in an effort 
to help prevent school shootings. My 
passion for soccer inspired me to hold 
a Cross Bar Challenge on October 23 at 
Soccer South @ CHAC 1450 Highland 
Ave and Camp Hill Fort Washington, PA 
19034. Participants tried to hit the cross 
bar with a soccer ball and enjoyed treats 
from the bake sale. Donations are welcome to help  
keep schools safe. You can Venmo any amount to  
@Michael-Seidman-2 with the note: Maddie’s Cross  
Bar Challenge. 
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Maya Schulz
December 10
For my Mitzvah Project, I’m raising 
funds and collecting supplies for the 
Montgomery County SPCA. I LOVE 
animals. It makes me sad to know that 
some pets don’t have a loving home. 
The SPCA always has dogs and cats 
for adoption, but they also have a lot 
of guinea pigs, rabbits and other small 
animals that were given up recently. 
Unfortunately, I am too young to volunteer in person 
so I am baking and selling homemade dog treats (and 
human sweet treats!) to raise money. In addition, the 
SPCA needs cat food, wet dog food, small animal food 
and bedding, towels, cleaning products and paper 
towels. I had a table set up at Beth Or on October 30 
and sold treats and collected supplies. If you’d like to 
donate, contact my mom directly at 2laurenfay@gmail.
com.

Lola Baum
December 17
For my Mitzvah Project I am 
donating my time to Gift Wrapping 
for the holidays. I will be wrapping 
presents at the Willow Grove Mall. I 
am wrapping for the Marlyn Fein 
Chapter of Fox Chase Cancer 
Center. Every gift I wrap, will help 
raise money to find a cure for Cancer. 
This chapter is very dear to my heart. 
It was named after my maternal grandmother Marlyn, 
who lost her fight with cancer at a very young age. My 
family has been raising money and donating their time 
to this chapter for the last 45 years. Hopefully, one day 
we will find a cure to eradicate this horrible disease.



NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2022 • 11

SOCIAL

Mitzvah Months are underway!
Thank you to all who have dropped off donations in September and October. The food,  
cleaning products, eyeglasses, pet food, and more you contributed went to Family Promise (families living in 
transition), Covenant House (homeless youth), One Sight (disadvantaged communities), and the SPCA Bucks County. 

In November and December, your participation will benefit:
n Joy of Sox n Nike Grind
n Alex’s Lemonade Stand n Our Closet
n HIAS PA n Distributing Dignity
n Cradles to Crayons n Operation Bread Drop
n Integrate for Good n St. Christopher’s Hospital. 
n Gemma Residential Treatment Center

We encourage you to check out the breakdown of collections and activities 
scheduled over the next two months in the weekly Chai Lights.

Collaboration: Our Key Component 
Within the Social Action Committee, we thrive off collaboration. One person 
presents an idea, and Committee members chime in with suggestions, offer 
support, and team up with one another. Our meetings explode with good energy! 
This same synergy was evident in planning THE PINK EVENT, a Sisterhood initiative 
that filled the Social Hall on Sunday, October 23. We were a team of seven: Mel 
Lubinski and Kim Kaffey (Sisterhood), Doug Burtnick (Brotherhood), Stu Briefer 
(Beth Or Cares), Judi Kurtis (Mental Health Task Force), and us, your Social Action 
Committee co-chairs. Besides collaborating, we bonded and got to know one 
another over laughs and serious talk. This defines Beth Or, our Kehillah Kedosha, our sacred community. 

Beth Or Disaster Relief Fund – Active in Response
Following Hurricane Ian, we identified Florida organizations and faith communities that have direct contact with families 
whose dwellings were hit hard and who have been uprooted due to this recent disaster. Our research led us to learn 
about families in financial distress, some of whom lived in trailer homes or care for children with special needs. Thank you 
for being so supportive of the Disaster Relief Fund. Your commitment has allowed Beth Or to be proactive in response to 
past hurricanes, floods, fires, earthquakes, and last year’s tornado in Montgomery County. 

With sincere thanks,  
Social Action Chairs • Susy Krimker, susykrimker@gmail.com • Margie Chachkin, chachkin@aol.com



Grassroots – Bottom Up
Beth Or’s 2022 Social Justice efforts were a collaboration with the Religious Action Center’s  
nonpartisan Every Voice, Every Vote campaign. The recent focus to Get-Out-the-Vote is in follow-up to our successful 
participation in the RAC’s earlier Just Elections campaign, which addressed the issue of gerrymandering. Beth Or 
congregants and our Clergy participated by writing testimony to the LRC (Legislative Reapportionment Commission) 
in Harrisburg to influence the final district voting maps, focusing on racial justice and nonpartisan boundaries. The new 
Pennsylvania district maps, approved earlier this year in advance of the May primary elections, are more equitably drawn.

Our motivation skyrocketed after we learned that nearly 2.9 million eligible voters in Pennsylvania did not vote in 
2020. We concentrated on writing postcards to Pennsylvania voters, reminding them that every vote counts, and 
sending our college-aged congregants’ information on voter access to remind and encourage them to vote. Along the 
way, we collaborated with members of other congregations that participated in the campaign and representatives of 
the League of Women Voters and OnePA. 

We are pleased to report that 842 postcards were written! Thank you to all whose hands-on involvement made this 
grassroots, bottom-up experience one that brought Jewish values to life by encouraging voter participation.

Janet Katz and Margie Chachkin 
Social Justice Committee Members

SOCIAL
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Israel Committee Event Hits Every High Note
Thank you to our Israel Committee co-chairs, Phil Goodman and Liz Rultenberg, who 
welcomed the Deputy Commander of Israel Intelligence to Beth Or on September 18. 
Joining our congregational members, including Confirmation students, were parents of 
IDF lone soldiers and members of other synagogues in the area. Together on the Flitter 
Family Terrace, we became more knowledgeable about Israeli intelligence and socialized 
with some great wraps and rugelach! The afternoon was sponsored by FIDF (Friends of the IDF), whose mission is 
to fulfill the wellbeing needs of the IDF soldiers and families of the fallen.
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Did you feel the magic of the congregation at Beth Or Services over the High Holy Days? 
So many people have told me that in person or even streaming that this year’s services 
were special because the sanctuary was filled with life, with all the generations of our 
community. From my perspective, IRL (In Real Life) is a very important thing. 

Don’t get me wrong, I love that some parts of our lives are made better by the robots, the 
algorithms, the ability to text a bunch of friends at once to remind them where you’re 
meeting for drinks or dinner. Yet, there’s always something behind the social media posts 
and curated news articles that make me wonder why I agree with everything I see so 
frequently. Is it real? Is someone just using me to sell ad space by getting me to scroll 
more? I don’t know for sure, but I do know that it certainly feels like magic. 

That’s why I’m inviting you to a Magical Night Out at 
Beth Or, Brotherhood’s Annual Extravaganza at 6:30 
pm on Saturday, December 3. There’s no question that 
what you see the magicians from Smoke and Mirrors 
present is MEANT to surprise, distract and convince 
you of things that are not real. They will make things 
appear and disappear and are sure to wow you in 
many ways. The real part of the evening will be our 

terrific dinner presented by Catering By Design, our silent auction to raise money for 
both Beth Or causes such as last month’s Breast Cancer Awareness Day, Blood Drives, 
the Car Show and our first Steak in the Sukkah. We contribute half of what we raise to 
help our secular community’s food banks, Family Promise and other organizations that 
keep our corners of Montgomery and Bucks Counties strong. 

Please visit Eventbrite.com and check out 2022BrotherhoodBash for tickets. Contact 
Brotherhood at bethorbromembership@gmail.com for more information about Mensch 
Membership (which includes 1 ticket to the Annual Extravaganza), to become a sponsor 
or to volunteer.

Is it Real or Just Magic?
Doug Burtnick, Brotherhood President

Doug Burtnick

Beth Or Brotherhood

KOSHER WINE SALES
Now you can purchase kosher wine all year long & benefit Beth Or! Use the 
Beth Or affiliate link on kosherwine.com: http://bit.ly/BethOrBrotherhood or 
click the KosherWine symbol on the bottom right side of the Beth Or website 
home page, “Connect With Us” section.

5% of all sales given back to Brotherhood to benefit Beth Or programming!

Questions? Contact info@bethorbrotherhood.org.
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Volunteer to Spend Time With Intention
Melisa Lubinski, Sisterhood President

A quote from author and poet, JRR Tolkien: “All we have to do is decide what to do with 
the time that is given to us.”

How many of us can say we are able to make decisions free of influence on how we use 
our time? Families are stretched between work, caring for children and getting basic 
needs met. We rationalize how our time is spent by saying structure is a good thing and 
call it a routine or a schedule. To manage, we compartmentalize time into activities like 
Taco Tuesday, Friday Shabbat, and Sunday football. These actions help us all stay organized 
in a demanding world, but often our ability to prioritize how we spend our time falls short. 
Children are used to hearing, “not now.” Adults ask, “when is it needed by?” and “is it an 
emergency?” This is the reality of busy lives, but when time presents itself, are we making 
the best use of it?

We are coming upon a season where spending time together is encouraged during 
holidays like Thanksgiving and Chanukah. These holidays focus on family, cooking  
and eating together. A common phrase refers to cooking as a “labor of love.” Cooking  
is an important gift we give back to those in our lives. That is time we are spending  
with intention.

Sisterhood has many opportunities big and small to help use some of your time 
with intention. Our Chanukah Bazaar is coming up on November 6. It’s success relies on 
the valuable help of many volunteers wrapping raffle prizes, selling refreshments and making our yummy Latkes. Proceeds 
go back to Sisterhood to help support Beth Or programming.

An ongoing opportunity is helping at the Tarshis Gift Shop. This 
shop is run fully by volunteers who enjoy helping others find just the 
right items and Judaica for celebrating, milestones, Shabbat and the 
holidays. All proceeds support Sisterhood programming for our Beth Or 
community. So come and shop with your Sisterhood discount (15%) or 
just browse awhile and say hello. Our Beth Or Knitting Circle volunteers 
also meet regularly, weaving their creativity into comfy donations sent 
to hospitals, eldercare facilities and shelters.

A recent example of the power of volunteering was our first Pink 
Event: A Breast Cancer Health Fair. Led by Sisterhood, several Beth Or 
groups joined forces to host this comprehensive event, which was only 
possible because of the many volunteers who created something truly 
special and rewarding for all in attendance.

If you would like to volunteer your time with Sisterhood, please contact 
our volunteer coordinator, Lois Lambersky, bubba6x@verizon.net.

Beth Or Sisterhood

Melisa Lubinski
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APEX
Pre-Show Brunch and Act2 Playhouse
Sunday, November 20 • Brunch, 11:30 am – 1 pm;  
Show, 2 pm 
Get together with your friends from APEX for a delicious 
brunch and schmooze in the Rosenfeld Social Hall starting 
at 11:30 am. There is no charge for brunch when you RSVP to 
Barbara Murtha, bmurtha@bethor.org by 11/4. After that date, 
the cost for the brunch is $10. Following the brunch, we have 
a limited number of theater tickets for Act2 Playhouse to see 
Eleanore, a one-person play. Tickets: $41/each available while 
supplies last. Please make check payable to Congregation 
Beth Or. Barbara Murtha will collect the checks starting on 
11/1. Please note: You may attend the brunch without going 
to the theater 

ART GALLERY
Exhibit Opening: Featured Artist –  
Elissa Goldberg
Friday, December 9 •  
following Shabbat 
Worship 
Join us as we welcome Elissa 
Goldberg to exhibit her 
wonderful pastel paintings at 
the Olitsky Gallery following 
Shabbat services. Elissa is a 
member of the Pastel Society 
of America. She has been 
working with pastels for 
over twenty years. She finds 
the medium exciting as it is 
an immediate transfer onto 
paper. There is no mixing. 
There are no chemicals. The 
ideas in her head can be 
expressed simply and quickly. 
She has learned over the 
years how to manipulate the 
colors in such a way to make 
them both bold and subtle.

Beth Or Events

BROTHERHOOD/SISTERHOOD
Chanukah Bazaar 
Sunday, November 6 • 10 am – 2 pm 
Get started on your Chanukah shopping! Over 40 vendors will 
be set up in the Social Hall, selling a wide variety of gift items, 
jewelry, women’s and children’s clothing, accessories, balloon 
sculptures and more! Enjoy Sisterhood’s homemade, yummy 
latkes too! Proceeds go back to Sisterhood to benefit Beth Or 
programming.

NEW! Red Wine Party 
Saturday, November 12 • 6:30 pm 
Come ripen your red 
wine state of mind! 
Local wine enthusiast, 
Jason Kotik, will teach 
all the basics you need 
to know to order the 
right wine to please 
your palate every time! 
Cost: $30/person by 
check payable to Beth 
Or Sisterhood or using 
paypal, includes: four 
2oz. tasting pours and snack pairings; one 4oz. glass of your 
choice. This event is hosted by Sisterhood and open to all. 
RSVP to Ellen Mirbach, semirbach@gmail.com by 11/5.

Brotherhood and Get Connected Business and 
Career Network Event and Eagles Watch Party
Monday, November 14 • 7 pm
Join Brotherhood in the Social Hall at 7 pm for a joint event 
co-sponsored with Get Connected. We will provide traditional 
tailgating food and drink to cheer on the Eagles as they play 
the Commanders starting at 8:15 pm.

Sisterhood Woman of the Year Dinner
Friday, November 18 • 5:30 pm
Join us as we honor our Woman of the Year with a special 
Shabbat dinner. The Woman of the Year is celebrated for her 
many contributions to Beth Or and Sisterhood. Our honoree 
will be announced in advance. Cost: $40/person includes 
buffet dinner. Pay by check payable to Beth Or Sisterhood or 
Paypal. RSVP to Ellen Mirbach, semirbach@gmail.com by 11/9. 
Please contact Debra Steinberg, debra.g.steinberg@gmail.com 
with any questions.
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Brotherhood’s Annual Dinner and Fundraiser:  
A Magical Night Out with Smoke and Mirrors
Saturday, December 3 • 6:30 pm – 10:30 pm 
Brotherhood’s annual 
fundraiser and dinner 
extravaganza is the perfect 
date night, and all Beth Or 
Men and Women are invited. 
Our magical entertainment 
comes from the acclaimed 
Smoke and Mirrors who will 
turn Beth Or into a theater 
of wonder. This fundraiser 
supports Brotherhood’s 
initiatives within Beth 
Or such as scholarships, 
religious school events, 
Beth Or Cares, Beer Gardens and youth group trips. Outside 
Beth Or, our support is broad and focuses on the highest 
needs of our secular community, food banks, transition 
housing and other great causes. Get your tickets now at 
https://2022BrotherhoodBash.eventbrite.com.

Sisterhood Game Day
Sunday, December 4 • 1 pm – 3 pm 
Save the date. Details to come.

Sisterhood Mandel Bread Cooking Contest  
and Panel Discussion
Wednesday, December 7 • 7 pm 
Join Sisterhood for our 2nd annual cooking contest! This 
year’s theme is Mandel Bread (Mandelbrot) - from the 
Ashkenazi Jewish baking tradition that’s similar to biscotti 
(although it’s really baked once, unlike biscotti, which is 
baked twice, as the name indicates). Prizes will be awarded by 
5 VIP judges for texture, appearance, and taste. Alyson Gass 
is back as the discussion moderator. RSVP to Ellen Mirbach, 
semirbach@gmail.com by 12/2. Please provide a dozen in 
your entry with recipe and any allergy alerts on 12/7 by  
4pm. We plan to share with the group after the contest  
is completed.

GET CONNECTED:  
BETH OR BUSINESS AND 
CAREER NETWORK
Monthly Networking Events 
Mondays, November 14 and December 12 • 7 pm – 8 pm
See above Eagles Watch Party for November event details. 
Check your weekly Chai Light email for December’s event 
theme.

Beth Or Events

HOLIDAYS AND SHABBAT EVENTS
First Friday Shabbat
Friday, November 4 and December 2
Munchkin Minyan • 5 pm
Bring your preschool age children to enjoy a short, song and 
story filled service led by Rabbi Bonder and Cantor Murley. All 
young families are welcome. No RSVP required.
Family Shabbat Dinner • November 4, 5:30 pm
Join us between Munchkin Minyan and Family Shabbat 
Worship for a traditional Shabbat dinner. This is a great 
opportunity for families with children in preschool – 6th 
grade to get together and celebrate Shabbat. Dinner is 
catered by Pumpernick’s. Cost: $18/adult; $5/child. Must  
RSVP in advance. Check weekly Chai Lights or web calendar 
for RSVP.
Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser • December 2, 5:30 pm
Join us for our annual Youth-run Spaghetti Dinner youth 
fundraiser. Your family will be served by teens in our YOBO 
program. There will be family fun activities and raffles too! All 
proceeds benefit youth programming at Beth Or. Cost:  
$18/adult; $5/child. Must RSVP by 11/23. Check weekly Chai 
Lights or web calendar for RSVP.

Family Shabbat Worship • 6:30 pm
Our 5th grade students are highlighted in November and  
3rd grade in December. The junior choir performs at every 
Family Shabbat service.

Shabbat Worship honoring our Veterans
Friday, November 11 • 7:30 pm (Special Dinner for Beth 
Or Veterans, 6 pm)
Join us for our annual 
Shabbat service where we 
sing patriotic songs and 
pay tribute to our Beth 
Or Veterans and Active 
Duty Personnel. All Beth 
Or veterans and active 
duty personnel are invited 
to a special dinner of 
recognition before services. 
Dinner is free for Veterans; 
$25 for other guests. If you 
would like to attend dinner, 
please RSVP by 11/4 to 
Barbara Murtha,  
bmurtha@bethor.org.
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Chanukah Shabbat
Friday, December 23

Community Candle Lighting • 6:15 pm 
BYO menorah to the Rosenfeld Social Hall where we will 
host our traditional community candle lighting prior to 
tonight’s Shabbat Worship service.
Glow Stick Family Shabbat Worship • 6:30 pm
Let’s light up the night as we celebrate Chanukah together 
during a song-filled service in the Gitlin Sanctuary. 
Israeli Dancing with RAK-DAN • 7:30 pm
Join us after Shabbat services for Israeli dancing in the 
Social Hall. Enjoy a special Dough-neg tonight!

SPECIAL EVENTS
Mitzvah Months Collection Drives 
 Sunday, November 6 • 9 am – 12 pm 
 Collecting for:

• Joy of Sox – socks for all ages. Chairs: Marlene and Bob 
Cohen, msckidsot@aol.com, rcohenesquire@gmail.com
• NIKE Grind – well-worn sneakers needed for reuse! 
Chairs: Marlene and Bob Cohen, msckidsot@aol.com, 
rcohenesquire@gmail.com
• Gemma Residential Home for Children – art supplies 
and games that will be delivered the following Sunday, 
11/13. To spend time with the children on 11/13, please 
see below and pre-register with Chair Carole Chasen, 
carole.chasen@yahoo.com
• Alex’s Lemonade Stand – help fight childhood 
cancer one cup of lemonade at a time. Chair: Lynn Levy, 
hannahsmom4ever@comcast.net

 Sunday, November 13 • 9 am – 12 pm 
 Collecting for:

• Our Closet – men’s and women’s winter coats, casual 
shoes and sneakers, and men’s casual clothing, especially 
warm for winter. All items should be good quality and 
condition. Chairs: Rachel Levine, levinerb@yahoo.com and 
Jody Pascal, jodyp2005@verizon.net
• HIAS PA – household goods, e.g., dishes, linens, towels, 
etc. Chair: Theresa Knee, tknee@comcast.net

Beth Or Events
Sunday, December 4 • 9 am – 12 pm 
Collecting for:
• Distributing Dignity – feminine hygiene products and new 
bras for women shelters. Chair: Shari Coltoff,  
coltoff@yahoo.com
• Cradles to Crayons – gently used children’s clothing, shoes, 
books. Chairs: Marlene and Bob Cohen,  
msckidsot@aol.com, rcohenesquire@gmail.com
• Operation Bread Drop – prepare PB&J sandwiches  
at home and bring to Beth Or, using white bread, creamy PB 
and grape jelly only. P Chair: Jeff Gould.  
jeffgouldmd@gmail.com. Please follow these directions:
Spread PB on both slices with jelly in the middle, leave uncut, 
and place each sandwich in individual zip lock bag. 
If making several sandwiches, place all zip lock bags in 
original bread bag.
If you are peanut/gluten free, we welcome snack bags too, 
e.g., mini-boxes of raisins, breakfast bars, etc.

Beth Or Jewish Book Lovers Series Discussion: 
One Hundred Saturdays
Wednesday, November 30 • 7:30 pm
The 2nd book in the 2022-23 series is 
One Hundred Saturdays by Michael 
Frank and Maira Kalman. Read the 
book and then come to Beth Or for a 
lively discussion. RSVP to Dottie Singer, 
ds1403hotmail.com. Please let Dottie 
know whether you will participate 
in person or via Zoom. She will share 
the Zoom link if you are participating 
remotely.

Mitzvas Day
Sunday, December 25 •  
10 am – 12 pm
Join us for a morning of 
Tikkun Olam for the entire 
family to participate in, 
starting off with a D’var 
Torah from Rabbi Marx in 
the Spain Lobby. Activities to 
benefit:

• Integrate for Good 
– reuse plastic bags to 
create sleeping mats for the homeless. Chair: Beverly 
Weinberg, bev@integrateforgood.org
• Local hospitals – tie knot blankets for families living in 
transition. Chair: Faye Benshetler, febx@comcast.net 
• Local police stations – candy baskets to say ‘thank you’! 
Chair: Susy Krimker, susykrimker@gmail.com and Sherry 
Spector, sspector1949@gmail.com
• Meals that Matter – meet in the Beth Or kitchen to 
prepare meals for KleinLife seniors. Chair: Caren Gutman, 
carengutman@gmail.com
• St. Christopher’s Hospital Children’s Hematology 
Floor – bring lunch and sweets to cheer up the patients, 
their families, and staff. Chairs: Beth and Bernie Johl, 
bandbjohl@comcast.net



Lifelong Learning

Lesson from the Remah Synagogue  
with Rabbi Marx
Tuesday, November 1 • 7 pm
What secrets does this synagogue possess & how does it  
offer advice on how to solve the social problems of today? 
Register for this class on the web calendar or the link in your 
weekly email.

Biblical/Jewish Responses to Catastrophes  
with Rabbi Marx
Tuesday, November 15 • 7 pm 
We are a people well acquainted with suffering. How did 
our ancestors, specifically through the Bible confront these 
moments of transition & what can we learn about resilience & 
reinvention from them? Register for this class by 11/10 on the 
web calendar or the link in your weekly email.

Counting our Blessings with Aaron Nielsenshultz
Tuesdays, November 22 • 7 pm 
We all have our rituals when we wake up. Join Aaron 
Nielsenshultz to explore how we can spiritualize our morning 
rituals to have a more meaningful & successful day. How 
can we create pockets of meaning & purpose to sustain us 
throughout our daily lives? Register for this class by 11/17 on 
the web calendar or the link in your weekly email.

Jews in Literature with Aaron Nielsenshultz
Tuesdays, November 29 & December 6 & 13 • 7 pm 
Over 3 sessions, let’s look at a couple of depictions of Jews 
in the canon of Western Literature, from the early modern 
period till now. We’ll discuss Jewish authors, too, as we 
explore the way our people have been presented in fiction & 
drama. Register for this class by 11/23 on the web calendar or 
the link in your weekly email.

Adult CPR/AED Certification Course
Mondays, December 5 & 12 • 7 pm – 8:30 pm
This 2-session course teaches lay responders how to respond 
to breathing & cardiac emergencies for victims about 12 years 
& older. Students who successfully complete the course will 
receive a certificate for Adult CPR/AED valid for two years. 
Our instructor is Candice Chachkin. This class takes place 
in-person only. Must attend both sessions. Space is limited 
to first 12 people who complete registration. RSVP directly to 
Barbara Murtha, bmurtha@bethor.org.

For the best interactive experience we recommend attending Lifelong Learning 
classes in person at Beth Or. However, we understand some may prefer to participate 
remotely. If so, please select this option when you RSVP & the Zoom link for that class 
will be shared with you. Contact Barbara Murtha, bmurtha@bethor.org if you have 
any questions regarding class registration.
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November/December Candle Lighting

Friday, November 4 • 5:37 pm

Friday, November 11 • 4:30 pm

Friday, November 18 • 4:24 pm

Friday, November 25 • 4:20 pm

Friday, December 2 • 4:18 pm

Friday, December 9 • 4:17 pm

Friday, December 16 • 4:19 pm

Friday, December 23 • 4:22 pm

Friday, December 30 • 4:26 pm

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER CLASSES



Celebrating Your Simcha
Our beautiful building provides the perfect place to celebrate your family’s simchas.

Our catering partners on the Approved Caterer List — shown below and published on our website  
(www.bethor.org) stand ready to provide delicious food for your event. They can provide menu options 

at a range of prices designed to meet your specific needs and budget.

We hope that you will consider having your celebrations at Beth Or. To learn more about hosting  
an event at Beth Or, please contact Amy Abrams or Jillian Peskin at 215-646-5806. 

Approved Caterer List — 2022/23

Alyson’s Sweet Petites • Alyson Gass ............................................................................................973-732-0151 

Annemarie’s Cuisine • Annemarie Silva ..........................................................................................215-806-7675 

Go2eventplanner • Arlene Rotfeld .................................................................................................516-909-8580

Catering by Design • Fred Morganstein .........................................................................................610-405-9787

Panache Catering by Foodarama (Kosher) • Gary Rosenwald ......................................................215-633-7100

Pumpernick’s Deli • Jeff Klein .........................................................................................................215-393-5800

Steve Stein’s Famous Deli • Lee Stein ...........................................................................................215-673-6000 

The Gourmet Vendor • Brad Orenstein ..........................................................................................215-396-7000
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Pumpernick’s catering department guarantees to 
impress your guests. Smoked Fish, Deli, Sandwich,Wrap 
Trays & more. Bar/Bat Mitzvah’s graduations, Birthdays, 

Sporting Events, Shiva Dinners & more.

215-393-5800 • pumpernicksdeli.com

 

Go2eventplanner.com

Arlene Rotfeld, CIA Food Stylist
Cuisine | Staff |Chefs | Rentals | Design

go2eventplanner@gmail.com
516-909-8580

 

Specializing in At-Home/Temple Catering 
and event coordination, with  Custom Menus, and

Artistic Presentation
Engagements, Showers, Garden Weddings,

Mitzvahs, Tent Parties
Let’s do Something Wonderful Together!
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New Members
Ted, Lisa, Rachel, Rebecca & Amanda Heller
Richard, Lauren, Brielle & Asher Weinblatt
Stephen, Deena, Stephen, Charlie 

Beckman Cohen
Wendy Rosenfeld
Gretchen, Elsa & Theodore Hesbacher
Daniel, Michelle, Maeson Geller
Marc, Christen, Livia & Maya Kamin
Daniel, Samantha, Leyah & Avi Rudolph
Andi Lyons
Stuart Geller
Dan, Erica, Spencer & Logan Ritterman
Martin & Carolyn Savitzky
Alli Pelzman, Kaden Marva, Charlie Marva 

& Shawn Mc William
JB, Mickey Levi Dilsheimer & Casey Lyons
Ilene Frost
Ryan, Darian, Nola & Beck McKenzie
Jason, Rachel, Aurora & Julian  Cevera
Ken, Susan, Sydnee & Austin Novick
Jonathan, Dana, Gabrielle, Josephine Grosser
Josh, Lauren, Evelyn & Olivia Akman
Andrew, Julia & Ari Gutterson
Sandra & Seth Schwarcz

Rejoining Members
Randall Royfe

May Their Memory Be A Blessing
Leonard Hoffner, uncle of Bob Cohen
Arthur Pomerantz, father of Lauren Schulz
Barbara J. Wolfe, mother of Carolyn Savitzky
Ronald Lorber, son of Willie Lorber
Michael Rosenfield, brother of  

Sarah Deschene
John Male, brother of Allen Male
David Orenstein, father of  

Shawn Orenstein
Harry Glasberg, father of  

Benjamin Glasberg

Laura Tractenberg Strauss, aunt of  
Debbie Pliner

Bernard Stein, father of Dana Grosser
Charlotte Stein, grandmother of  

Robert Stein
Rhoda Nydick Coben, mother of  

Amy Gamburg
Joseph Crist, grandnephew of Renee Cohen
Theodore Matlow, husband of Jacqueline 

Matlow & father of Jody Marks
Michele Meyrowitz, wife of Michael 

Meyrowitz, mother of Sam Meyrowitz 
& Elissa Meyrowitz-Boyd

Andee Gaffin, mother of Jordan Williams

Mazel Tov
Birth of Cassandra Leor Greenstein, 

granddaughter of Mike Snyder &  
Carol Packer, z”l 

Birth of Nora June Knee, granddaughter of 
Rob & Theresa Knee

Birth of Gavin Reed Goldstein, grandson 
of Bob & Joyce Goldstein

Baby Naming of Hazel Adair Kuhn & Luca 
Campbell Adair, grandchildren of 
Bobbi & Garry Adair

Baby Namings of Scarlett, Ursula, Vera & 
Vincent Braverman, grandchildren of 
Stan & Marsha Braverman

Marriage of Brett Kravitt, son of Dave 
Kravitt & Karen Friedman, to Brittany 
Schoonover

Marriage of Carl Sachs, son of Kathie Sachs 
& Don Sachs, z”l, to Denise Nelson

Marriage of Elizabeth Golden, daughter 
of Michael Golden & Susan Golden-
Jacobson to Michael Podolsky

Bar Mitzvah of Nathaniel Jackson
Bar Mitzvah of Max Lincow
Bar Mitzvah of Jacob Stein
Bar Mitzvah of Benjamin Weiss
Bar Mitzvah of Noah Ackerman
Bat Mitzvah of Madelyn Seidman
Bat Mitzvah of Maya Schulz
Bat Mitzvah of Isabella Bellano
Bat Mitzvah of Lola Baum

Chai-Lights — November/December 2022

Oneg & Flower Donations
November Donations 

November 4 • Evan & Carie Jackson in honor of Nathaniel Jackson’s Bar Mitzvah

November 11 • Ron & Robin Lincow in honor of Max Lincow’s Bar Mitzvah 
• Joshua Stein in honor of Steven Jacob Stein’s Bar Mitzvah

November 18 • Doug Weiss & Alexandra Kane in honor of Benjamin Weiss’ Bar Mitzvah

December Donations 

December 2 • Neil & Jaclyn Ackerman in honor of Noah Hunter Ackerman’s Bar Mitzvah 
Mike & Rhonda Seidman in honor of Madelyn Faith Seidman’s Bat Mitzvah

December 9 • Craig & Lauren Schulz in honor of Maya Grace Schulz’s Bat Mitzvah 
Michael & Laurie Bellano in honor of Isabella Rozelle Bellano’s Bat Mitzvah

December 16 • Marc & Rachel Baum in honor of Lola Baum’s Bat Mitzvah
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Memorials & Contributions
Rabbi Marx’s  
Discretionary Fund 
Donation by
Debrah Cohen 
In Memory of
SARAH SAMSON 
 Larry & Beverly Samson
SAM PETROSKY 
 Marc & Cynthia Kahn
ALAN COLLESTER 
 Neil Schlackman
STANLEY KLEIN 
 Randi & Scott Copman
FRED MINDLIN 
 Robert & Heidi Garnick
ROSLYN SUKOFF 
 Ronald & Barbara Rosenthal
LEONARD “BART” 
BARTIKOWSKY 
 Scott & Ellen Levithan
In Honor of
My FAMILY
 Linda Joseph
The Birth of our 
Granddaughters VERA, 
URSULA & SCARLETT 
BRAVERMAN 
 Marsha & Stanley 

Braverman
SARAH PLINER’s Bat Mitzvah 
 Sharon & Jay Tunkel
PEARL TRAGASH’s Special 
Birthday
 Bonnie & Jack Rothstein
In Appreciation of
RABBI MARX 
 Alex & Sheryl Gruber
 Carol Drakeford
 Cliff & Sherrie Ehrlich
 Eugene & Bonnie Schwartz
 Norman Berlin
 Ronald Bezahler
 The Rucker Family

Rabbi Bonder’s 
Discretionary Fund
In Memory of
ROSLYN SUKOFF 
 Alicia Fortunato
In Honor of
Our Special BIRTHDAYS
 Ilene Schneller & Dana 

Marion
The engagement of 
ALEXANDRA to PIERCE 
 Jody & David Pascal
BEVERLY & LARRY SAMSON’s 
60th Anniversary 
 Lynn, Mark, Jake & Allie 

Samson
In Appreciation of
RABBI BONDER 
 Alex & Sheryl Gruber
 Cheryl Talus Snyder
 Michael White
 Rob & Theresa Knee
 Sonny Thal
 The Rucker Family
 Steve & Ilene Berman
Speedy Recovery to
DEANNA ROTH 
 Holly & Michael Wright

Allen Apter Memorial 
Life Long Learning Endo 
Fund
In Memory of
MILTON SALZBERG 
 Dave & Lorna Petersen

Annual Appeal
Donation by
Alex & Sheryl Gruber 
In Memory of
MARK ROSENTHAL 
 Linda Rosenthal

Arnold Berkowitz 
Memorial Fund for 
Veteran’s Shabbat
In Memory of
JOSEPH BERKOWITZ 
 Elsa-Lu Berkowitz
ROBERT E. LORRAINE 
 The Lorraine Family

Barbara Goldberg 
Nursery School Fund
In Memory of
TONY FALSETTA 
 Joan & Jerry Millan
In Honor of
The MILLAN FAMILY 
 Belinda & Alex Glijansky
The Bar Mitzvah of DAVIS 
NORTON
 Linda Joseph
Mazel Tov to
MIKE SNYDER on becoming 
a grandfather 
 Sussie & Al Harris

Berman Family Caring 
Community Endowment
Donation by
Alex & Sheryl Gruber 

Brotherhood Camp 
Harlam Scholarship Fund
In Memory of
ROSLYN SUKOFF 
 Jamie Jakubowitz

Capital Fund
In Memory of
LOIS JANE SALIN 
 Gay Salin

Caring Congregants 
Fund
In Memory of
SANDRA PERCHICK 
 Adam, Josh, Garrett, Staci, 

& Mitch Sklar
JOHN MALE 
 Ellen Werther
SIDNEY BECK 
 Judy & Jon Beck
BERTHA LONDON & 
HOWARD LONDON 
 Laurence London & Carol 

Meyers
In Honor of
Marriage of ALEX & KYLA 
PASCAL 
 Ellen Werther
BETH JOHL’s Special Birthday 
DANI’s Bat Mitzvah 
Bat Mitzvah of MR. & 
MRS. JERRY KLINE’s 

granddaughter 
JORDAN KAPLAN’s Special 
Birthday 
 Judy & Jon Beck

Speedy Recovery to
BERNIE JOHL 
MARLENE COHEN 
 Ellen Werther
BERNARD JOHL 
 Judy & Jon Beck

Disaster Relief Fund
Donation by
Alex & Sheryl Gruber 
In Memory of
ARTHUR POMERANTZ 
 Gloria & Ken Groman
ROBERT GOTTLIEB 
 Josh Gottlieb & Jenny 

Barrett
JUNE GROSS KNEE 
 Margie Chachkin
UNCLE LENNY 
 Margie Chachkin
BENJAMIN SMILOVITZ 
 Sylvia Chachkin
Speedy Recovery to
NANCY SHAFFER-END 
 Margie Chachkin

Friends of IDF Fund
In Memory of
JERRY COHEN 
 Ellen Werther

General Fund
In Memory of
MYER BERNSTEIN 
 Carol & Eric Cherson
RON LORBER 
 Mindi Vogel
In Honor of
Anniversary of BEVERLY & 
LARRY SAMSON 
 Marsha & Eliot Freeman

Goldstein Religious 
School Scholarship 
Endowment Fund
In Memory of
ARTHUR POMERANTZ 
 Heather & Noah Fischer
In Appreciation of
AARON NIELSENSHULTZ 
 Susan & Lemuel Tarshis



NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2022 • 23

The Hannah Miller Book 
& Education Fund
In Memory of
LEONARD LOKIETZ 
 Dave & Lorna Petersen
LAWRENCE STELLA, SR. 
 Lawrence & Ilene Stella
In Honor of
IRA & ROBIN SECOULER’s 
Anniversary 
IRA SECOULER’s Birthday 
 Lorraine Secouler

Interfaith Apartment 
Fund
In Memory of
ELMER SHAFFER 
 Nancy Shaffer-End

Israel Emergency Fund
In Memory of
HOWARD LOKIETZ 
 Dave & Lorna Petersen
MILO CHACHKIN
EZRA SHARON 
NITZA PADAN 
 Margie Chachkin
MILO CHACHKIN 
BENJAMIN SMILOVITZ 
 Robert & Susan Silverstein
Speedy Recovery to
MARLENE COHEN 
 Robert & Susan Silverstein

Jenna Demar Educational 
Fund
In Memory of
ARTHUR POMERANTZ 
 The Demar Family
In Appreciation of
AARON NIELSENSHULTZ 
 The Rucker Family

Kate Svitek Memorial 
Garden Fund
In Memory of
MARTIN L. COHEN 
 Andy & Robert Sklenar
SAYDE CLAIR 
 Frank & Ellen Svitek
In Honor of
Birth of PERRY SLATE 
Birth of CASSIE 
Marriage of GWEN 
SILVERSTEIN & STEPHEN 
LEONARD 
XAVIER BERMAN’s Bar 
Mitzvah 
 Frank & Ellen Svitek

Linda Gerson Memorial 
Fund for Grounds’ 
Beautification
In Memory of
RON LORBER 
 Jodi Gerson & Phil Gerson

Lore Heinsheimer 
Memorial Youth 
Assistance Fund
Mazel Tov to
MIKE SNYDER on the birth of
his first grandchild, CASSIE 
LEOR. 
 Robin & Raechel Arnold

M & M Family & Youth 
Programming Initiative 
Fund
In Memory of
ARTHUR POMERANTZ 
 Allison, Jay, Samantha & 

Josh Levin
 Bob & Carole Lightstone
 Bonnie & Larry Seidman
 Jamie, Josh, Lucas & Sarah 

Albert
 Joyce & Mark Schulz
 Judy & Jay Marku
 Karen & Ed Kane
 Katina Coulianos
 Laurie & Craig Porter
 Laurie & Harry Landsburg
 Leonard & Helene Smollett 

Family Trust
 Lisa & Barry Cohen
 Lowell Raeder
 Margie Chachkin
 Melanie, Mike, Sydney & 

Will Wolfson
 Mer & Scott Seltzer
 Michael MacElhenny
 Randy, Amy, Meira, & Eli 

Schulz
 Roberta Binderman
 Sarah & Matt Forti
 Sherry Spector
 Shirley & Robert Bloch
 Stein/Irby Family
 The Fredd Family
 The Klaskin Family
 The Rucker Family
LAWRENCE PAUKER 
 Richard & Joanne Greene
In Honor of
MICAH MARGOLIS 
 Neil Schlussel

Meals That Matter Fund
In Memory of
BERTHA LONDON & 
HOWARD LONDON 
 Laurence London & Carol 

Meyers
FLORENCE LEBRAM 
 Martha & Stephen Lebram
In Honor of
EMMA & ABBY’s B’not 
Mitzvah 
 The Rucker Family
Congratulations to
JAIMYE & STEVE SADICARIO 
on their 50th Wedding 
Anniversary 
 Marsha & Stanley 

Braverman
Speedy Recovery to
MARLENE COHEN 
 Mahj Village-Eileen, Ellen, 

Gail, Sandy, PJ, Susan, 
Nancy, MJ, Linda & Karen

 Margie Chachkin

Music Fund
In Memory of
LILO CALLMANN 
 Joel & Riss Bencan
CHARLES S. ZYGMONT 
 Robert & Theresa Knee
In Honor of
ANDY COHN’s Special 
Birthday
 Gay Salin
In Appreciation of
CANTOR DAVID GREEN 
 The Pascal Family
 The Rucker Family
Speedy Recovery to
BRENDA BRIEFER’s Father 
 Ellen Werther

Sisterhood Mitzvah Fund
In Memory of
JUNE GROSS KNEE 
 Marv Schwartz
DOROTHY ZYGMONT 
 Robert & Theresa Knee

Yahrzeit Fund
Donation by
Pearl Hyman 
In Memory of
JANE. F. KORMAN 
 Alison K. Feldman
LESTER MALE 
 Allen Male
PAUL BARON 
LEON GROSSMAN, 
LONNIE COHEN, MARGIE 
GREENBERG & LESTER 
GREENBERG 
 Carole Chasen
ESTELLE LOKIETZ 
 Dave & Lorna Petersen
PHYLLIS KOHN 
 David Kohn
MARCUS SCHLESINGER 
 Felice & Ralph Kahn
BERNICE LEWIS & IDA BEER 
 Irene & Michael Beer
STANLEY HALBERT 
 Carol Halbert
 Isa, Mitch, Jared & Korey 

Welsch
ELAINE WALKER 
 Jody Walker
AUDREY KATZ 
 Lori & John Happ
KYM GLASER 
 Mark & Bernice Glaser
IRVING CAMP 
 Neen Davis
NATHAN SARAGOVI 
 Nora & Armand Saragovi
EVAN SANFORD GOODMAN 
 Philip & Pennye Goodman
MOLLIE MACKLER 
 Randi & Bob Windheim
ANNE P. DEIN 
 Ruth Abramson
FRED KARAFIN 
 Susan Starr
SHIRLEY UTAIN 
ALEX SZWEDA 
 Susan Utain & Allan Cohen
BARRY SILVERMAN 
 Susanna H. Silverman
LINDA C. JUDD 
 The Judd Family
MORRIS RUCHE 
 William & Barbara 

Shoulberg
FREDA GARBOSE 
 William & Lynne Garbose

Memorials & Contributions
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WHY PRE-PLAN YOUR CEMETERY ARRANGEMENTS? Like many things, costs will  
continue to increase, so locking in now is a wise decision. Yes, perhaps it’s a long way  

away, but all the more reason to get your plan together now. Contact your local  
Dignity Memorial® provider for the best prices.

> Flexible payment plans   > Gain true peace of mind   > Choose a plan that fits your budget

The cost of living keeps going up. 

The cost of  your final resting place  
doesn’t have to.

ROOSEVELT
Memorial Park  

TREVOSE
RooseveltMemorialPark.com 

215-673-7500
Leah Feldman, General Manager

 

FOREST HILLS / 
SHALOM

Memorial Park  

HUNTINGDON VALLEY
ForestHillsShalom.com 

215-673-5800
Samuel Domsky, General Manager

 

WHITEMARSH
Memorial Park  

AMBLER
WhitemarshMemorialPark.com 

215-646-7500
Lauren Scudieri, General Manager

 

Your support of our advertisers is greatly appreciated.
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Life is a journey...not a destination
Pre-planning a funeral is a gift. Anyone who has ever lost a loved one knows
how hard it is to make decisions at a time of grief. Let your family know your

wishes, don’t burden them with the costs of a funeral, and allow them to
celebrate the life you lived. Our experienced funeral directors can guide you

through the process, and assist you in making tough decisions.

215-927-5800  • 800-622-6410
For deaf and hard of hearing 267-331-4243 (Sorenson VP)

Providing funeral counseling and pre-need arrangements.

www.GoldsteinsFuneral.com

Caring. Committed. Compassionate.

PHILADELPHIA CHAPEL
Carl Goldstein, Supervisor

6410 N. Broad Street
Philadelphia, PA 19126

SUBURBAN NORTH CHAPEL
Bruce Goldstein, Supervisor

310 2nd Street Pike
Southampton, PA 18966

Southern NJ Chapels Available

ROTH-GOLDSTEINS' MEMORIAL CHAPEL
Stephen Collins, NJ Mgr. Lic No. 3355

116 Pacific Ave
Atlantic City, NJ 08401

Your support of our advertisers is greatly appreciated.
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CAMP GREEN LANELocated in Green Lane, PA
Experts in creating memories and friendships that last a lifetime — since 1926.

Exciting special events and out-of-camp trips!

Become a part of our Camp Green Lane family!
215-234-9211

info@greenlane.com • www.greenlane.com
Melissa and Jay Freedman and Rene and Adam Weiner

Owners/Directors

Your support of our advertisers is greatly appreciated.

A DIVISION OF MID PENN BANK

Sales Manager
NMLS #490654
MPB MORTGAGE
720 Fayette Street
Conshohocken, PA 19428
     215.669.0944
     gary.risler@mpbmortgage.com
     www.garyrisler.com

Gary E. Risler

MPB Mortgage is a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Mid Penn Bank.
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H SESAME  

 DAY CAMP 

H CAMP  

 ROCKWOOD
H ROCKWOOD  

 ADVENTURES  

 TEEN TRAVEL

n Day Camp: 4 to 8 Week Sessions

n Mini-Day Option (3, 4, & 5 year olds)

n American Red Cross Swim Program

n Arts & Outdoor Adventure Activities  

n Extensive Sports Program 

n Great Lunches & Snacks & Much More!

n Teen Travel Program: 1 to 7 Week   
 Options for 6th through 10th Grades

n Door-to-Door Transportation

Offering Your Child the Finest in Caring Staff, 
Diverse Programming & Outstanding Facilities.

Howard & Dale Batterman, 
Owners/Directors

610.275.CAMP www.srdaycamps.com

Your support of our advertisers is greatly appreciated.

Shopping On Line? 
You Shop. 

Amazon Gives to Beth Or.
Visit smile.amazon.com & search for Congregation Beth Or  

to designate as your charitable organization. 

Once you sign up for our unique link, 0.5% of the price for all eligible purchases  
benefits our community. 

Be sure to bookmark smile.amazon.com on your computer & use it each time you shop!  
Only purchases made at smile.amazon.com are eligible for donation.
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Affordable 
Payment Plans

Now Participating 
With Many Major Insurance 

Companies

LOCATION:
HighPoint Business Center 

1300 Horizon Drive
Suite 117

Chalfont, PA 18914

Specialist in Orthodontics

•  Certified 
 Invisalign Orthodontist
• Treatment of Children & Adults
• TMJ Treatment
Call today for a
FREE Consultation!
(215) 997-0200 
drgoodreau.com

www.bracesdocs.com
Doylestown

215.238.5301

Glenside
215.885.6020

Perkasie
215.257.5331

Your support of our advertisers is greatly appreciated.
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  “Creating life-long friendships since summer 1967” 

Your support of our advertisers is greatly appreciated.

Frame area for dark backgroundsPMS 7421 - 106/26/49 - 38/94/63/45

www.elbowlane.com
215-343-2120
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NOW OPEN!

1002 West Skippack Pike
Blue Bell, PA 19422

(215) 942-4700

Now serving Whitpain Township 
and the surrounding communities

Joseph Levine & Sons, Inc.
Jonathan D. Levine, Supervisor
4737 Street Road
Trevose, PA 19053
(215) 942-4700

Joseph Levine & Sons, Inc.
Kevin Bloch, Supervisor
2811 West Chester Pike
Broomall, PA 19008
(610) 325-2000

Haym Salomon Memorial Park
Adam D. Levine
A Levine Family Company
200 Moores Road
Frazer, PA 19355
(610) 644-1100

Your support of our advertisers is greatly appreciated.
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