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May Worship Schedule
Friday, May 5 – Shabbat Emor
5:00 pm Munchkin Minyan – Haines 

Chapel
5:30 pm Family Shabbat Dinner – 

Rosenfeld Social Hall (RSVP Required)
6:30 pm 4th Grade Family Shabbat 

Worship – Gitlin Sanctuary – Live 
Stream

Saturday, May 6
9:00 am Shabbat Worship with the Bat 

Mitzvah of Ainsley Brooke Buerger, 
daughter of Reid Stephen Buerger 
and Krista Buerger – Gitlin Sanctuary

9:30 am Torah Study
11:00 am Shabbat Worship with the Bat 

Mitzvah of Leah Rose Cass, daughter 
of Jonathan Cass and Deborah 
Freedman-Cass – Gitlin Sanctuary – 
Live Stream

5:30 pm Havdalah Service with the Bar 
Mitzvah of Alexander Fischer, son of 
Noah and Heather Fischer – Gitlin 
Sanctuary

Friday, May 12 
Shabbat Behar-Behukotai
6:00 pm Shabbat Dinner for Chai 

Members – Rosenfeld Social Hall 
(RSVP Required)

7:30 pm Shabbat Worship Honoring 
Beth Or’s Chai Members – Gitlin 
Sanctuary – Facebook Live & Live 
Stream

Saturday, May 13
9:30 am Torah Study
11:00 am Shabbat Worship with the 

Bar Mitzvah of Julian Kramer, son of 
Henry Kramer and Cindy Au-Kramer – 
Gitlin Sanctuary – Live Stream

Friday, May 19 – Shabbat B’Midbar
7:30 pm Shabbat Worship Honoring 

Amy Abrams on her Retirement – The 
Adult Choir will sing at this service 
– Gitlin Sanctuary – Facebook Live & 
Live Stream

Saturday, May 20
9:30 am Torah Study
11:00 am Shabbat Worship with the Bar 

Mitzvah of Gabriel Gass, son of David 
and Alyson Gass – Gitlin Sanctuary – 
Live Stream

Thursday, May 25 – Erev Shavuot
7:00 pm Tikkun Leil Shavuot – Night of 

Learning
Friday, May 26 – Shavuot
9:00 am Shavuot Worship & Yizkor 

Service with Brunch to follow – Gitlin 
Sanctuary & Memorial Alcove

6:30 pm Shabbat Worship and 
Confirmation – Gitlin Sanctuary – 
Facebook Live & Live Stream

Saturday, May 27
9:30 am Torah Study
11:00 am Shabbat Worship with the Bat 

Mitzvah of Ava Marcus, daughter of 
Matthew and Hillary Marcus – Gitlin 
Sanctuary – Live Stream

5:30 pm Havdalah Service with the 
Bat Mitzvah of Lilah Hallie Meyrowitz, 
daughter of Samuel and Aviva 
Meyrowitz – Gitlin Sanctuary

June Worship Schedule
Friday, June 2 – Shabbat Naso
5:00 pm Munchkin Minyan presents: 

“Encanto” Shabbat & Pizza Party – 
Outside or Haines Chapel & Social Hall 
(RSVP Required)

6:30 pm Family Shabbat Worship – 
Gitlin Sanctuary – Facebook Live & Live 
Stream

Saturday, June 3
9:00 am Shabbat Worship with the Bat 

Mitzvah of Amanda Borislow, daughter 
of Robert and Susan Borislow – Gitlin 
Sanctuary

9:30 am Torah Study
11:00 am Shabbat Worship with the 

B‘not Mitzvah of Madeline Barry, 
daughter of Glen Barry and Melissa 
Gibson-Barry and Emma Hope 
Friedman, daughter of Bryan and 
Stacey Friedman – Gitlin Sanctuary –
Live Stream

Friday, June 9 
Shabbat B’haalot’cha
7:30 pm Shabbat Worship – Gitlin 

Sanctuary – Facebook Live & Live Stream
Saturday, June 10
9:30 am Torah Study
11:00 am Shabbat Worship with the Bat 

Mitzvah of Camryn Blake Hymowitz, 
daughter of Brian and Jennifer 
Hymowitz – Gitlin Sanctuary –  
Live Stream

Friday, June 16 
Shabbat Shelah-Lecha
6:00 pm Volunteer Recognition Shabbat 

Dinner honoring Gwen Silverstein – 
Rosenfeld Social Hall (RSVP Required)

7:30 pm Shabbat Worship with the 
Installation of the Officers & Board of 
Trustees – Gitlin Sanctuary – Facebook 
Live & Live Stream

Saturday, June 17
9:00 am Shabbat Worship with the Bat 

Mitzvah of Rachel Kraus, daughter 
of Nolan Kraus and Karen Crispino – 
Haines Chapel
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9:30 am Torah Study
11:00 am Shabbat Worship with the 

Bat Mitzvah of Brooke Sarah Ellner, 
daughter of Michael and Maureen 
Ellner – Gitlin Sanctuary – Live Stream

Friday, June 23 – Shabbat Korah
7:30 pm Shabbat Worship – Gitlin 

Sanctuary – Facebook Live &  
Live Stream

Saturday, June 24
11:00 am Shabbat Worship
Friday, June 30 
Shabbat Hukat-Balak
7:30 pm Shabbat Worship – Facebook 

Live & Live Stream



To Life, L’chaim
Rabbi Gregory S. Marx, Senior Rabbi

This past month, Topol, who played Tevye in Fiddler on the Roof, passed away.  
I grew up watching that movie, which came out in the early 1970s. 

Fiddler was an integral part of my youth. I listened to the album and even 
played Tevya in my synagogue’s production back in 1972. I know the lines by 
heart still. My rendition of “If I Were a Rich Man” is a part of my personal history. 

Fiddler on the Roof is a story about being homeless. It tells us of the 
consequences of antisemitism and prejudice. It speaks about our dreams for 
wealth and security, and of course, the changing social mores and norms, and 
its impact on the family, community and faith. 

Up at Camp Harlam, Friday night 
was always an opportunity to sing the “Sabbath Prayer” when Tevye 
and Goldie blessed their children. All of their hopes and dreams are 

embodied in that prayer. Expressed with such pathos and beauty was a prayerful desire that their children be 
protected from shame. It expressed the hope that children will grow up and be “deserving of praise,” that they 
will be blessed to have a good name and suffer as little pain as possible. Today, we understand that our families 
will make their own choices about religious preferences and decisions about life partners. Yet, we also hope that 
they will find meaning in Jewish life, and be blessed with relationships with caring partners. 

Shalom Aleichem, who wrote this story in 1905, reflected the struggles of holding onto tradition, even as 
tradition was changing. Rather than having marriages being arranged by a matchmaker, relationships were 
forged with love, which was a radical idea at its time. 

Without a doubt, my favorite song is, “Do You Love Me.” In it, Tevye turns to his wife, Goldie and asks, knowing 
fully well that their marriage was arranged, “do you love me?”

In the end, they both, sweetly confess that they actually DO love one another! “It’s a new world,” Tevye notes,  
“a new world — love.” 

Misquoting the Bible, he is reconciled to the fact that, “Good news will stay, and bad news will refuse to leave.” 
So he preaches acceptance, and a focus on as much joy as possible. “God would like us to be joyful,” he intones, 
“even when our hearts lie panting on the floor. . . And if our good fortune never comes, here’s to whatever 
comes, drink L’Chayim, to life.” Challenging advice to accept and rejoice in whatever comes.

Traveling “Far From the Home I Love” is the ultimate theme of Fiddler on the Roof. The song concludes with the 
words, “There with my love, I’m home.” As the Jews wandered from home to home, they found renewal, hope 
and community.

Chaim Topol, may he rest in peace, brought this beloved character into the theater, our homes, and into our 
hearts. He portrayed a man who struggled, yet also found peace in his tradition, in his love, and his faith. I am 
always reading about the comings and goings of various entertainers and politicians, but the loss of Topol 
touched me deeply. His passing marked the end of my childhood, which I suppose is pretty normal, since I’m  
66 years old. 

Maybe the power of Fiddler on the Roof is that even though it is a story of about 100 years old, it is still a story for 
our age. Even amidst change where nothing remains as it was, the story ends on an optimistic note. When life 
in Ukraine comes to an end, the family picks up and moves either to Israel or to the US. Despite it all we lift up a 
glass and joyfully sing L’Chayim!

Rabbi Gregory S. Marx

From the Rabbi’s Desk
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Reflections
Gwen Silverstein, Beth Or President 

President’s Corner

Gwen Silverstein

Dear Members of the Congregation,

It is with mixed emotions that I write to you today, as my time serving as President of our 
beloved synagogue draws to a close. It has been an honor and a privilege to lead this 
community over the past two years, and I am grateful for the support and trust that you 
have placed in me.

As I reflect on my time as President, I am filled with pride for all we have accomplished together. To name a few: We paid off 
our mortgage, expanded our programming to include Clubs for Community (C4C), ensured that our clergy leadership for 
the future has been identified and named and also made significant strides in strengthening our community and fulfilling 
our mission to serve as a beacon of Jewish life and learning.

None of these accomplishments would have been possible without the tireless efforts of our dedicated staff and 
volunteers, as well as the generosity and commitment of our members. I am grateful for each one of you, and for the spirit 
of collaboration and cooperation that has defined our community during my tenure, which even included a COVID  
task committee.

As I prepare to pass the torch to my successor, I am confident that our community is well-positioned for continued growth 
and success. With strong leadership, a dedicated membership base, and a clear vision for the future, I am excited to see 
what the future holds for our synagogue.

It has been a privilege and honor to serve as your President, and I look forward to continuing to support and contribute 
to this amazing community in whatever ways I can. Thank you for the honor of leading our synagogue and for the 
opportunity to work alongside such an incredible group of people.

— Gwen

May/June Candle Lighting

Friday, May 5 • 7:41 pm

Friday, May 12 • 7:47 pm

Friday, May 19 • 7:53 pm

Friday, May 26 • 7:59 pm

Friday, June 2 • 8:05 pm

Friday, June 9 • 8:09 pm

Friday, June 16 • 8:13 pm

Friday, June 23 • 8:15 pm

Friday, June 30 • 8:15 pm
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Deep contemplation 

of our own mortality 

leads to immense 

appreciation.

Shiva
Rabbi Jason Bonder, Associate Rabbi

Rabbi Jason Bonder

From the Rabbi’s Desk

As our days are increasingly flooded with daylight and warmth, it is only natural 
that we seek ways to enjoy them. Some of us head to outdoor concerts, ball 
parks, and many make the pilgrimage down to the Jersey shore. We often feel a 
sense of urgency to enjoy this time of year before the cold, dark, days of Winter 
set back in. We pack our calendars to the brim with so much fun that we often 
find ourselves pressed for time and even stressed out. If this resonates with 
you, allow me to give you one piece of counterintuitive advice to enhance 
your Summer experience. Go visit a house of mourning.

In the seventh chapter of the book of Ecclesiastes, the author tells us that “It is 
better to go to a house of mourning than to a house of feasting.” The author 

isn’t against having a good time. In fact, some folks trace the roots 
of the saying “eat, drink, and be merry, for tomorrow we die” to this 
famous Biblical author. Ecclesiastes’ plea to visit a house of mourning 

isn’t about community building. It isn’t about comforting others. In a way, it’s 
actually quite selfish. He suggests that when we face the topic of mortality and 
when we truly understand just how short life is, that is when we are fully able 
to enjoy it.

Summer is the time when everything comes alive. The trees and plants around 
us are vibrant. The wild animals are healthiest and most active. This is exactly 
why it is harder for us to fully appreciate the summer. It’s why we feel a need to 
do more and more. Without perspective on the brevity of life, our quest for fun 
is insatiable. The more funerals I officiate, and the more shiva minyanim I lead, 
the more I become aware of this phenomenon. Being around loss does help 
people fully appreciate the miracles in their lives. Deep contemplation of our 
own mortality leads to immense appreciation.

During these Summer months, I encourage you to pay extra attention to our 
emails and announcements. If there is a member of our community who has 
experienced a loss, even if you’ve never met them before, consider making 
a shiva call. As we think about making memories that will last a lifetime, just 
imagine how impactful it would be for you to add a shiva minyan to your 
summer list of activities. That way, when you look back on the concerts and 
ball games you attended, you’ll be able to say that you were there for folks 
when they needed you most. Showing up at a shiva minyan is a huge help  
to those in need, and it is an important reminder to each of us that the fun  
of summer and the fun of life don’t last forever.
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Israeli Dancing FOR ADULTS Coming to Beth Or!

Cantor Jaime Murley,  
Interim Cantor and Junior Choir Director 

Those who know me well, know that I love three things: My family, Jewish music, and 
SALSA DANCING! Yup! You read that right! Your cantor is an avid salsa dancer! I started 
dancing with my husband almost 2 years ago when he surprised me with four private 
lessons for my 45th birthday. Four lessons quickly turned into eight, which eventually led 
to us taking group classes in beginning, intermediate, and now ADVANCED salsa! Why 
salsa, you ask?! 

The dance itself is definitely a big part of it, but the community at our dance studio 
is what really drew us in. Our classes are made up of all different kinds of people at 
different skill levels, from every age bracket, and every race, religion, political, and 
cultural background imaginable. Although we are a vastly diverse group of people, when 
we come together to do salsa, we all have something in common that we love to do 
together, and nothing else matters. My salsa community has become my dance family 
and I truly love and value my time with them. 

Being a part of that community got me thinking about how we could recreate that 
within the walls of our synagogue. On a quest for a Jewish version of salsa I recently 

ventured out of my comfort zone and went to an advanced Israeli dance class at a synagogue I’d never been to before. As 
soon as I walked into the room, I realized that this community was in fact, the Jewish version of what I had fallen in love 
with at the salsa studio! Everyone welcomed me and were eager to bring me into the (literal) circle. Although I had never 
done the dances before, the sound of the music (in Hebrew vs the Spanish I hear at salsa) felt like it belonged to ME. The 
dances themselves were fun and easy to pick 
up, with moves I recognized from doing horas 
at Jewish events throughout my life. 

If this sounds interesting to you, I have some 
great news! We will be bringing Israeli dance 
classes to Beth Or in the fall! If you love Israeli 
music and want to feel more connected to 
Israeli culture while partaking in a dance class 
that brings the community together in a way 
that is fun, then these classes will be for you! 
Both classic and contemporary dances will 
be taught using simple steps that when put 
together, create Israeli dances that people are 
doing all over the world! 

Please email me at jmurley@bethor.org if you 
are interested in trying this 4 week intro to 
Israeli Dance course. Dates and times will be 
finalized and announced soon. I can’t wait to 
explore a new facet of Jewish music with my 
Beth Or community!!! Come join me!!! 

Jaime Murley
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Executive Director Farewell

Amy S. Abrams 
Executive Director 

As you know by now, I will be retiring at the end of June and turning the reins over to 
the new Executive Director, the very capable Robin Minkoff.

It has been my honor to serve this congregation as the Executive Director for the 
past 10 years and as its President and a member of the Board of Trustees for 11 years 
before that. 

I have enjoyed the time in both roles. While I never expected my career and Jewish 
Journey to meld as it has, I am so glad that it did. I have learned much, worked closely 
with our talented clergy and staff and met so many of you.

I have had the privilege of seeing this congregation grow, welcome many new 
families, move into this new building, add new capabilities and grow our talented 
staff. I have witnessed many simchas and have seen the outpouring of support 
offered by our congregation in times of sorrow. 

Together, we have weathered economic downturns, pandemics and challenging times, but through it all, this 
congregation has shown its commitment to keeping our community strong.

I look forward to continuing to serve this community in my role as past president and to being just a congregant  
in the pews once again.

With fondest regards,

Amy

Amy S. Abrams



 
 
 

6 • BETH OR SPOTLIGHT

Vegas Night &  Dance Party!
Fun and Games at the 2023 Spring Fundraiser
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Vegas Night &  Dance Party!

Thank you to our  
Spring Fundraiser  

sponsors and  
committee.
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Religious School NEWS
Important School Dates 

Friday, May 5 
B’nai Mitzvah Kick-off Celebration

Friday, May 5 
4th Grade Family Shabbat

Sunday, May 7 
Last Rishon

Sunday, May 14 
No Rishon – Mother’s Day

Sunday, May 14 
No Sunday School – Mother’s Day

Monday, May 15 
Last Sheni

Tuesday, May 16 
Last Shlishi

Sunday, May 21 
Last Sunday School

Another Exciting Year!
Aaron Nielsenshultz, Director of Religious School 

Can you believe it that by the third week in May, 
Religious School will be over? What another 
wonderful, challenging, uplifting year it has 
been. Make sure you join us on May 21 for 
our closing morning celebration! 

At a recent meeting, I asked our faculty to share 
some of their highlights of the year. Here’s what 
they shared:
n Taking care of each other — 3rd grade boys 

working to create a safe and fun class
n Challah baking
n Learning how to use a Tanach
n Getting a guided trip through 

Israel with an Israeli
n Meditation and focus, with 

expressing gratitude to set the 
tone for the day

n Making challah covers after learning about Shabbat
n Learning prayers together and singing them
n Plays, skits, and other hands-on programs

Aaron Nielsenshultz

Jill Bascove
Melanie Beifel
Faye Benshetler
Hannah Cutler

Yael Freiman
Alexis Goldman
Stacey Gutman
Isaac Kravatz

Vivian Lichtman
Harvey Litcofsky
Susan Litcofsky
Michele Machles

Susan Novick
Sydnee Novick
Mikey Pliskin
Jill Rucker

Now Accepting Applications for The Reuben R. Wolfert Scholarship Award
Could your child be the recipient of the Reuben R. Wolfert Scholarship award this  
year? Established in 2006 in honor of the memory of Reuben R. Wolfert, this financial 
scholarship award is given to a high achieving, deserving Beth Or student every year. 

Who was Reuben R. Wolfert? Reuben and his wife Marian, along with their 4 children, became 
part of the Beth Or family in the 1960’s when it was located on Mount Pleasant Ave in 
Philadelphia. Reuben was a past President of the Congregation in the 1970’s and Marian 
was a past Sisterhood President. Their 4 children were educated in Beth Or’s Hebrew school 
and celebrated becoming B’nai Mitzvah. Supporting Beth Or, Jewish education and participation in 
Jewish life and its principles were important to Reuben. 

When Reuben passed away, Marian established the Reuben R. Wolfert Scholarship to support young adults’ higher 
education upon graduating from Beth Or’s Religious School. Marian remains an active congregant and participates in 
many ways. You may know her as the “lady in white” as a greeter during High Holy Day services. 

If you would like to apply for this award for your senior, please contact Rabbi Bonder, jbonder@bethor.org or Jillian 
Peskin, jpeskin@bethor.org. Application Deadline: May 15. 

That’s just a little taste of our year. It doesn’t even reflect our field trips, family ed programs, one-off programming successes, 
and the friendships and fun we’ve made. I’d love to hear your favorite part of the year!  So with all of these successes in 
mind, I wanted to thank our faculty for 2022-2023 for providing our students with such a wonderful year:

Carolyn Savitzky
Susan Silverman
Rozi Snyder
Sherry Spector

Beth Stoloff
Stacy Wilner
Jane Zankman



Ethan Hunter Ackerman 
Neil and Jaclyn Ackerman

Madden Rose Benjamin 
Jay and Amy Benjamin

Daniel Ryan Gass 
David and Alyson Gass

Sophia Brooke Gerson 
Greg and Sheri Gerson

Dylan Goldstein 
Howard and Andrea Goldstein

Ilan Goldstein 
Howard and Andrea Goldstein

Hannah L. Greenfield 
Leonard and Ada Greenfield

Ruthie V. Shigon 
Marshall and Judy Shigon

Harrison Flynn Steinberg 
E. Matthew and Rachel Steinberg

Allie Jane Winegrad 
Robert and Stephanie Winegrad

Gregory S. Marx, Senior Rabbi

Jason Bonder, Associate Rabbi

Jaime Murley, Cantor

Gwen Silverstein, President

Amy S. Abrams, Executive Director

Aaron Nielsenshultz, Director of Religious School
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Beth Or Confirmation Class Of 2023 – 5783
We congratulate our congregants on their achievement in reaching their  

spiritual goal and recognize their passion and dedication to living 
a vibrant and committed Jewish life.

Confirmation Service • Friday, May 26, 2023 / 6 Sivan 5783 at 6:30 pm



The end of each school year provides two things. The first being a time to reflect and 
the second, a time to look forward. Children of any age grow up fast. I hear from many 
grandparents that come to celebrate their grandchild at Shabbat say, “they grow in a 
blink of an eye.” This time of year we see how much everyone has grown. Ask your child 
to think of some things they look forward to doing when they get older. Things like 
driving a car or becoming a parent. Then ask them about some things they can do now 
that they couldn’t do when they were younger. For example, they can sleep in a bed 
instead of a crib or drink from a cup instead of a bottle. Having these conversations will 
give you a chance to reflect on your child’s growth and may also instill some confidence 
in your young one. They will also help to set goals for the future. 

Here is a list of books about growing up you can enjoy with  
your child:

 When I Grow Up by P. K. Hallinan

 Grow Up! by Nina Laden

 When I Grow Up (Little Critter)  
    by Mercer Mayer

 The Berenstain Bears: When I Grow Up by Jan and Stan Berenstain

 Hello Benny!: What It’s Like to Be a Baby by Robie H. Harris and Michael Emberley

We would also like to take a moment and celebrate our students who will be moving on from 
the CECE this year. We have all enjoyed watching you learn and grow! We wish you well in your new school and look 
forward to seeing you in our halls as alumni!!

Sara Baum

Growing Up
Sara Baum, Early Childhood Director 
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Munchkin Minyan presents

HOW 'BOUT SHABBAT

Friday, June 2
5pm – 6:30pm

Join us for a very special Munchkin Minyan and Pizza Party! 
Dress as your favorite characters from Disney’s Encanto.  

Enjoy a special meet & greet, fun & games, bounce house, crafts, 
pizza dinner and Kona Ice!

$18/family. RSVP required by 5/30.

Questions? Contact Jillian Peskin, jpeskin@bethor.org
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New Program Success:  
Family Shabbat Dinners
Jillian Peskin, Director of Member & Youth Engagement

First Fridays are the most fun days of the month here at the synagogue. Munchkin 
Minyan services are always full of joy. The Junior Choir is the highlight of Family Shabbat 
worship. I love singing with kids, parents, grandparents and everyone else who is here 
for the fun. 

This year we implemented a family Shabbat dinner for young families between these 
two services. It has been such a delight watching families light candles together and 
break bread as one Beth Or family. 

Not only has the food been delicious, but the conversation has been even better. If you know 
me, you know how much I love schmoozing and creating meaningful relationships with our congregants. I’ve been able 
to enjoy different parts of my Shabbat dinner at everyone’s table. 

It’s safe to say that this is my new favorite Beth Or tradition and I hope to continue it for years to come! Please join us on 
Friday, May 5 and Friday, June 2 for our last two dinners of this year. (June will feature Encanto Shabbat!)

Looking forward to bringing in Shabbat with you and your family! 

Jillian Peskin
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DREAM 2 DEEDS: Continued Efforts! 
Rachel Shapiro, Youth Engagement Advisor

Our second group of students to complete their D2D program are Sadie Hess and 
Sydney Salin. Read below to hear more about their successful event supporting 
Operation Smile:

We are Sydney Salin and Sadie Hess, and are sophomores at Wissahickon High School 
and Germantown Academy! Helping people who don’t have the resources and care that 
we are fortunate enough to receive has always been a priority of ours. Jillian Peskin’s 
daughter, Millie, was born with a cleft lip and palate. Seeing the instant and amazing 
care that she was receiving made us realize the importance of early care and treatment. 
We quickly became familiar with Operation Smile and started our own club right here 
at Beth Or! Operation Smile is a nonprofit organization that serves individuals world-wide in 
areas where financial resources and access to health care are not readily available. Operation Smile not only provides cleft 
lip/palate surgeries but also grants a child a new smile. It makes it possible for children to get proper nutrition so they are 
strong enough for surgery, make speech milestones and reach their full potential.

When we heard about the D2D project, we had no doubt in our minds that we 
wanted to incorporate Operation Smile. After months of planning and putting 
a ton of thought into our project, we hosted the event. During this event, friends 
and family came to package “smile bags” filled with items that would not only 
boost the child’s hygiene but also their overall happiness! These bags are filled 
with toys, tooth brushes, toothpaste, washcloths, coloring books, stickers, flossers, 
bars of soap, and a personalized note! We packaged and sent 300 smile bags to 
the Operation Smile Headquarters where they will then bring them to foreign 
country missions and directly give the children the bags. This project has shown 
us the importance of supporting others who truly need it. These surgeries are life 
changing, and being able to be a part of the patient’s journey is what motivates us to keep doing what we do!

— Sadie & Sydney

Rachel Shapiro
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Meet Our B’nai Mitzvah Students
Zoe Brownstein 
April 22
My Mitzvah Project is about helping kids 
recently diagnosed with Celiac Disease 
find foods they can eat and love, and 
to help them realize that they are not 
alone. My goal is to make kids feel part 
of an amazing gluten-free community 
that is full of support and love. I created 
a fun and colorful pamphlet full of my favorite foods, 
places to eat, and my personal journey with Celiac. I also 
used this information to create a website called www.
celiacfriend.com. I plan to connect with kids recently 
diagnosed by partnering with a leading celiac organization 
(Beyond Celiac) and the CHOP Celiac Center. I hope my 
guide provides a head-start to delicious and safe gluten-
free options from a peer, through my eyes and voice. If 
you know a child recently diagnosed with Celiac disease, 
please share my recently launched website:  
www.celiacfriend.com. 

Ainsley Buerger
May 6
I am an avid swimmer and spend 
most of my free time training in the 
pool. I wanted to include my love of 
swim into my Mitzvah Project. For 
my Project, I worked with Laps For 
Philly, a program that brings access 
to swim to underserved communities. 
I participated in a lap-a-thon with my sister, Sydney. We 
collected donations and then swam at Penn Charter with 
many other local swimmers. The lap-a-thon raised over 
$15,000. Since then I’ve collected swim gear for Laps for 
Philly. I have gathered more than 30 pairs of goggles, 25 
kickboards and over 50 new swimsuits. This will help get 
Laps for Philly moving with its first school, Community 
Partnership School. I’m very proud of our work so far 
because I’m helping to bring swim programs to children 
who may never have the opportunity.

Leah Cass
May 6
Most stray cats die before they even 
turn one. Because of this, (and my love 
for animals) I chose for my Mitzvah 
Project to work with the organization, 
Forgotten Cats. I fostered two 4-month-
old kittens, Fred and George. Forgotten 
Cats is a nonprofit trap, neuter, vaccinate, 
return (TNVR) and no-kill organization. Since 2003, 
Forgotten Cats has treated over 165,000 cats across the 
region, which has prevented the suffering of millions of 

kittens. Additionally, they have placed nearly 20,000 cats 
into loving, forever homes. I am happy to say we have 
found Fred and George their forever home, and they are 
doing very well. In the near future, I will be raising money 
and collecting supplies for this wonderful organization!

If you would like to donate money or buy them items 
from their wish list, please visit:  
https://forgottencats.org/services/donate/

Alex Fischer
May 6
A homerun record is not Aaron Judge’s 
greatest accomplishment. I learned 
that Aaron Judge partners with 
#ICANHELP to promote kindness on 
social media (e.g. Tik Tok, Instagram). 
This led to my Mitzvah Project’s focus on 
#ICANHELP…which goes further than 
62 homeruns.

My Mitzvah Project started with training about social 
media kindness and using social media positively. I learned 
that about 37% of young people have been bullied online. 
This is not just a statistic…I observe it often. As a volunteer 
for #ICANHELP, I learned techniques to ensure my own 
postings are kind and tips to reduce others’ bullying. My 
Mitzvah Project will continue to have an impact through 
my financial contributions and my pledge to become an 
#ICANHELP student ambassador. Check out #ICANHELP to 
learn more.

Julian Kramer 
May 13
For my Mitzvah Project I helped people 
with two separate projects. My first 
project was planting trees to help our 
community through Upper Dublin 
Tree Tenders. Planting trees is great 
for communities; it creates a natural 
aesthetic as well as allowing life to 
thrive. I learned that the process of planting a tree can be 
physically challenging. It felt good to help my neighbors 
and give back to the community.

For Grannies Respond.org, I also assembled drawing 
packets for immigrant children. Working with my neighbor, 
I provided coloring materials to refugee children who 
arrived in New York City. While simple to do, the help they 
give these children is impactful. To provide monetary 
support, go to: https://www.granniesrespond.org/supportus

I am proud to be able to help those around me or those 
who are less fortunate. Both projects would not have been 
possible without the help of my family.

14 • BETH OR SPOTLIGHT



MAY-JUNE 2023 • 15

Gabriel Gass
May 20
For my Mitzvah Project, I chose to 
donate Legos to children that I know 
would love to play with them as much 
as I did when I was a young boy. Since 
I was little, I remember my parents and 
my grandparents taking me to the 
Lego Store & the toy stores to pick out 
new boxes of Legos. I would get home and immediately 
rip the box open, spill out all the pieces and go through 
the instructions one by one. Sometimes it would take me 
only one day to finish the larger sets, and other times it 
would take me a bit longer. When I would build the Legos, 
I would feel excited to get a new addition to my collection. 
When I donate these Legos to kids that need them, I want 
them to feel the same way I did.

Ava Marcus
May 27
I am doing my Mitzvah Project to 
support Metropolitan Veterinary 
Associates (MVA) and their non-profit 
Paws of Promise Foundation. MVA 
helped save my dog, Jewel’s life by 
performing surgery to remove bleeding 
tumors in her stomach. Even though 
Jewel was found to have an aggressive form of  
cancer, the amazing work that Dr. Chamberlain and the  
staff at MVA did for Jewel allowed my family to bring her  
home and have a little more time with her. I am forever 
grateful to the staff of MVA. I will be collecting blankets, 
comforters and towels for the pets in need at MVA.  
They do not have to be new. There will be a drop off at 
Beth Or in the School lobby. You also can help by making a 
monetary donation to their non- profit organization Paws 
of Promise Foundation at https://veterinarycarefoundation.
org/veterinary-practice-donation// 

Lilah Meyrowitz 
May 27
For my Mitzvah Project, I decided I 
wanted to do something that really 
reflected what I love. My passion is 
and always has been dressing up and 
acting so this is what I decided to base 
my project on. I found the wonderful 
organization, The Halloween Helpers 
http://www.thehalloweenhelpers.com, which my mother 
has donated to multiple times. The Halloween Helpers 
collect and distribute costumes to children who cannot 
afford them so they can have the privilege of wonderful 
Halloween celebrations or just dressing up whenever they 
feel like it. My goal is to collect a large amount of costumes 
to donate to this organization so underprivileged children 
can have the same costume opportunities I have had. This 
Project is important to me because I feel that dress-up 
and imagination go hand-in-hand. If you’d like to help, 
email me at meyrowitzmitzvah@gmail.com for more 
information.

Amanda Borislow
June 3
For my Mitzvah Project, I wanted to 
focus on helping local families in need. 
I chose to concentrate my efforts on 
Mitzvah Circle, a charity supporting 
people in the area that need help 
getting everyday items. I chose them 
because I felt making a difference in 
my community is a very achievable goal. I organized 
three sessions where my friends and family came to 
Mitzvah Circle’s warehouse to volunteer. We packed 
boxes to be sent out to those in need and sorted through 
donated clothing. Many of my peers also brought lightly-
used clothing, toys, books, household items, and new 
toiletries, since that is what this amazing charity focuses 
on collecting. I have also made an Amazon Wishlist for 
donations to help Mitzvah Circle. It felt great to know 
 that I am helping change lives by partnering with this  
charity. To donate from my Wishlist, go to this 
link: https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/
ls/1SPS8ZPTJOEHH?ref_=wl_share



Emma Friedman
June 3
For my Mitzvah Project, I chose to raise 
and donate money to support Oxfam 
International. Oxfam is an organization 
that helps over 80 different countries by 
working to fight inequality, injustice, and 
poverty. I have always felt passionately 
about the idea of justice and fairness 
for everyone, so when I heard about what Oxfam does, I 
was immediately moved. The team at Oxfam also strives to 
provide clean water, food, and supplies to these countries 
in need, and they are passionate about equality for 
everyone. To raise money, I have created original artwork 
which will be sold to friends, family, and peers within the 
next 2 months. I also ran a bake sale on April 23 at Beth Or. 

Camryn Hymowitz
June 10
For my Mitzvah Project I have chosen 
to raise money for, “FARE”. FARE’S 
mission is to improve the quality of life 
and health of those with food allergies 
through research and education. FARE 
has turned over $100 million in donor 
gifts into ground-breaking research and 
has provided a voice for the community, advocating on 
behalf of more than 85 million Americans living with life-
threatening food allergies and intolerances. I know how 
important this is, as I have suffered from many of these 
allergies since I was a baby. This cause is very important 
and personal to me. Thank you so much for helping  
me in this mission. Please donate to:  
https://foodallergy.donorsupport.co/-/NUUFGWZT

Rachel Kraus
June 17
For my Mitzvah project I chose to 
help provide for homeless cats for 
an organization called Hart 2 Heart. 
Hart 2 Heart is a non- profit pet rescue 
organization. This organization places 
cats and kittens in a forever home. While 
the cats are waiting to get adopted, 
they are housed in local stores and in peoples’ homes. I 
have been raising money for the organization while also 
working to build and donate play items. Animals can help 
people in many ways. They can make people happier and 
feel better and I think it is important that we respect them 
and give them the love and care they need. I really enjoyed 
my work with Hart 2 Heart. To learn more and help make 
the world a better place, visit hart2heartanimalrescue.com

Brooke Ellner
June 17
For my Mitzvah Project, I am raising 
money for The Chase Scanlon 
Foundation which provides 
scholarships for college students with 
juvenile diabetes. This Foundation was 
set up in memory of my cousin Chase. I 
did a 50/50 March Madness Fundraiser 
with my friends and family, and will be selling miniature 
golf tickets because Chase loved to golf. Please contact 
Maureen Ellner at maureen.ellner@gmail.com to purchase 
tickets for $10 per round of miniature golf at Freddy 
Hill Farms. Ticket sales will end May 31. If you want to 
contribute directly to the Foundation, please send checks 
to: The Chase Scanlon Foundation, 161 Coatesville Dr, 
Westfield, IN 46074, Or Venmo @chasefoundation
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Disaster Relief Fund Update
Through your generosity, Beth Or was able to donate $3600  
to the IDF Search and Rescue unit following the February  
earthquake in Turkey and $2500 to help victims of the March  
tornado in Mississippi ($2000 to World Central Kitchen and $500 in non-perishable 
food distributed directly those in need). Thank you for contributing to this Fund 
that allows us to help those near and far. 

Corner of the Land 
Spring has sprung, and that’s good news for our Corner of Land Chair, 
Bruce Dorsey, and all of you who are enthusiastic about vegetable 
gardening! Bruce welcomed congregants who helped prep the ground 
on April 9 and plant some early vegetables. If you stop by the garden 
in the coming weeks, you’ll notice lettuce, spinach, swiss chard, 
beets, and carrots growing. To volunteer, please reach out to Bruce at 
brucedorsey11@gmail.com.

When will our collections begin?
Get ready for a full-out blitz of collection drives beginning in September and 
running through the end of 2023. They will include canned and boxed food, 
clothing, socks, eyeglasses, kitchen households, women’s hygiene products, worn 
sneakers, children’s books, games, and more! Activities will include PB&J sandwich-
making, the Wissahickon Trail Cleanup, a visit with children living in a transitional 
home, sorting at Mitzvah Circle, and the opportunity to have your hair cut and 
donated to Locks of Love. 

Project Planet Earth
In the last Spotlight issue, Lynn Levy shared some helpful tips to be more eco-conscious 
in your home. In this issue, she returns to share common-sense suggestions to reduce 
single-use kitchen items. Please read below the changes Lynn’s family has made 
and email her at hannahsmom4ever@gmail.com with any you have initiated in your 
household that she can share in the next Beth Or Spotlight. 

n Cloth napkins instead of single-use paper napkins (except for really messy dishes!)
n “Unpaper” towels — there are a variety of cloth and reusable “unpaper” towels  

for kitchen cleanup. Just toss them in the washing machine with dish towels and  
cloth napkins.

n No paper plates or plastic utensils for guests. I bought an inexpensive second set  
of silverware for our large (pre-Covid) Thanksgiving dinners. If you must use paper 
plates for a large gathering, search for eco-friendly brands that can be composted.

n Earth-friendly dish tablets for the dishwasher.
n Sets of bamboo utensils for travel. When I worked in an office building, I purchased lunch most days. Instead 

of using the plastic ware they set out, I used a reusable set of bamboo utensils that come in a pouch. That is five 
days a week, 360 weeks a year that I did not eat with single-use plastic. That added up! The bamboo sets are easy 
to keep in a backpack or purse for travel. I keep a set in my car. 

For 50 additional ways you can help save the environment and planet earth, please visit: https://www.50waystohelp.com/.

Todah Rabah — Thank You!

Susy Krimker & Margie Chachkin 
Social Action Co-chairs

SOCIAL
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Spring is here. It’s time to switch the closets to warmer weather clothes, straighten up 
the yard, clear out the file cabinet and do a gut check on how those New Year’s exercise 
resolutions are going. Which part of this makes you think “I’ll get to that tomorrow?” For 
me, it’s definitely the exercise resolutions… although even much more important than 
that are the notes to friends to check up on how things are going and to let them know 
what’s new with us. There are lots of ways to do this — an actual note, a quick phone call 
or even a text message.  

Not so long ago, Rabbi Bonder asked the congregation to “send a text.” The idea, quite 
simply, was to remind people you know about events that are coming up and to make 
sure they put them on the calendar and actually show up. After all, who doesn’t like a 
personal invitation to an event where it’s certain they’ll run into other friends?  

So — it’s not a text message, but I’d like to invite you to a few key events later this year: 
n  June 21 on the Flitter Family Terrace at Beth Or, Brotherhood’s Summer 

Barbeque is open to all Beth men. We’ll cook up burgers, hot dogs and other cook-out 
food and top it off with great conversation, some beverages and even a few friendly 
games of skill. Keep your eyes out for more details via email. 

n October 15 in the Beth Or Parking Lot — Brotherhood’s now FAMOUS Car Show 
for the community. It gets bigger every year. Sign up now to be sure there’s room for 
your classic, sports, or unique car. 

n December 5 at Beth Or — Brotherhood’s Annual Dinner and Fundraiser. Sponsorship opportunities open soon.  
Put it on the calendar. 

 And to wrap up so I don’t forget about it til tomorrow, a few other thank yous are warranted. To Stu Briefer, Phil Goodman, 
Josh Stein, Bob Rosin and Jim Tannenbaum, Brotherhood officers for the last two years, you’re the best and I thank you 
for all your hard work. And, special thanks to all who volunteered and attended Brotherhood events like our Steak in the 
Sukkah, our Beth Or Cares health focused events, those who volunteered as ushers for the High Holy Days and everyone 
who helped with the Annual Dinner, Car Show, Eagles Watch Parties, Blood Drives, Wine Sales, Religious School events. 
Thank you so much. 

I’ll get to that tomorrow…  
Doug Burtnick, Brotherhood President

Doug Burtnick

Beth Or Brotherhood

KOSHER WINE SALES
Now you can purchase kosher wine all year long & benefit Beth Or! Use the Beth 
Or affiliate link on kosherwine.com: http://bit.ly/BethOrBrotherhood or click the 
KosherWine symbol on the bottom right side of the Beth Or website home page, 
“Connect With Us” section.
5% of all sales given back to Brotherhood to benefit Beth Or programming!
Questions? Contact info@bethorbrotherhood.org.
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Time Flies If You Give Yourself Permission to Learn, Grow and Succeed 
Melisa Lubinski, Sisterhood President

So many thoughts are swirling in my head as I sit to write this final article as my term 
as Sisterhood President winds down. I smile thinking about all the great programming 
and social activities we have offered to the women of Beth Or — opportunities to learn 
alongside one another, experience spirituality together and be there for each other 
through transitions and changes in our community. My heart is bursting with gratitude 
to Gwen Silverstein and Amy Abrams who were always available to encourage Sisterhood 
to put our best foot forward. My appreciation goes out to the office staff who made any 
and all questions easy to tackle. To Judy Trias and Jill Bascove, your talents are priceless. 
Sisterhood is in your debt for always conveying our messages and announcements in an 
artistic and crystal clear way. Sisterhood has had new opportunities to join with various 
auxiliaries to co-sponsor events. These experiences have been wonderful, enriching and 
have built connections with congregants we have not interacted with before. The launch 
of the C4C Spirits Club comes to mind. Brotherhood and Sisterhood were enthusiastic 
about assisting Club Captain, Hillary Wagner in making this club happen. Thank you to our 
Clergy, to Jillian Peskin and Rachel Shapiro all who encouraged Sisterhood’s participation 
in festivals and working with our young families. This is our future. Sisterhood knows the 
importance of helping our youth thrive and the necessity in reaching out to these young 
women offering opportunities for growth, connections and leadership.

Our Sisterhood feels like a treasure chest of jewels, all 
sparkling and catching Beth Or’s light in various ways. I’m 
thankful for the guidance, the learning moments and the trust my sisters and our Executive Board 
have given me. Our board is composed of the most optimistic women I have ever met. Nothing 
hinders them and I am so blessed to have worked so diligently alongside them. The support from 
previous presidents was crucial when I started this journey and the nods and smiles I continue 
to receive have meant so much. I enjoyed keeping traditions but adding a twist when possible. 
Thank you to everyone who completed activity surveys and feedback forms! New activities 

are always exciting to plan for our community. Our Pet Fest in April brought together pet lovers and local businesses/
community groups, all helping our pets thrive and find forever homes. What an amazing day!

We have a few activities on tap so save these dates! Sunday May 21 from 2 pm -4 pm is Sisters Celebrating Sisters, 
a day we thank our volunteers and honor our woman of Valor, Patty Bassman. On Tuesday June 6, the Ecumenical 
Luncheon will bring our interfaith community partners together to learn with our Clergy and share a festive meal. Hope 
you can join us. I wish all a very happy and safe summer.

Beth Or Sisterhood

Melisa Lubinski

Summer hours are by appointment only.  
Please call Holly Green at 215-886-4787 to schedule your appointment today.

Discounts available for Sisterhood Members & Beth Or Staff l Great Monthly Sales & New Arrivals

Please Support the
 TarshisGift Shop

Proceeds Benefit Beth Or Sisterhood Programs
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APEX
APEX Brunch & Israel Discussion
Sunday, May 21 • 10 am – 12 pm
It’s Complicated: The American Jewish Zionist:  
A History of American Jewish Zionism and the 
Challenges We Are Facing Today 

Join Rabbi Marx and Lance Sussman, Rabbi Emeritis of KI 
for brunch and a discussion on our complex relationship 
with Israel. We will look at our Zionist history, how we have 
influenced Israel’s direction and most important, how we 
need to address the challenges that beset Israel today.  
This program is free with RSVP to  
Barbara Murtha, bmurtha@bethor.org by 5/17. $10 at the door.

BROTHERHOOD/SISTERHOOD 
EVENTS
OBOJC Book Discussion:  
Who By Fire: Leonard 
Cohen in the Sinai
Wednesday, May 3 • 7:30 pm

This year’s OBOJC book selection 
is “Who By Fire: Leonard Cohen 
in the Sinai” by award winning 
journalist  
and author, Matti Friedman. The  
book details a little known story  
about Leonard Cohen’s concert 
tour to the front lines of the Yom 
Kippur War in October 1973. Come to Beth Or for a discussion 
led by Aaron Nielsenshultz.  
All are welcome.

Sisters Celebrating Sisters Event Honoring  
2023 Woman of Valor, Patty Bassman
Sunday, May 21 • 2 pm – 4 pm

Join Sisterhood for our annual 
membership event. This year we  
will also honor our Woman of 
Valor, Patty Bassman, during the 
program. Cost: $25/person (free 
for Ruth Sisterhood members). 
RSVP to Ellen Mirbach, 
semirbach@gmail.com,  
by 5/17. Look for more details to  
come soon!

Ecumenical Luncheon
Tuesday, June 6 • 12 pm 

Invitations with more details and RSVP to come soon.

Beth Or Events

Brotherhood Summer BBQ 
Wednesday, June 21 • 6:30 pm 

All Beth Or men are invited for our annual kick-off to Summer. 
Come to the Flitter Family Terrace for burgers, hotdogs, beer 
garden and more. 

LIFELONG LEARNING
NEW! Shofar Sounding Class
Tuesday, May 2 • 6 pm

A big part of Rosh Hashanah is hearing the shofar, the trumpet 
made of an animal horn. Have you ever wondered what it 
takes to sound the horn? Come learn with one of Beth Or’s 
expert Shofar sounders, Dean Werner, as he leads a special 
class. Individual Shofars will be supplied for all attendees, 
Check your weekly email or the web calendar to RSVP for 
this fun, hands-on class! Please contact Aaron Nielsenshultz, 
aaron@bethor.org, with any questions.

Tikkun Leil Shavuot
Thursday, May 25 • 7 pm

Come to Beth Or on Erev Shavuot for a meaningful night of 
learning with a fun twist. Dairy dessert will be served. Look for 
more details and RSVP to come soon!

HOLIDAYS & SHABBAT
Shabbat Worship honoring Executive Director, 
Amy Abrams on her Retirement
Friday, May 19 • 7:30 pm

Join us for a special Shabbat Worship 
service featuring our adult choir 
where we will honor our Executive 
Director, Amy Abrams, and thank her 
for her many contributions to Beth Or, 
prior to her upcoming retirement at 
the end of June. An enhanced Oneg 
follows, sponsored by Brotherhood & 
Sisterhood.

SISTERS
Celebrating 
SISTERS
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Munchkin Minyan presents “Encanto”  
Shabbat & Pizza Party 
Friday, June 2 • 5 pm 

Join us for a very special young family Shabbat program. 
Dress as your favorite characters from Disney’s Encanto, enjoy 
a special character meet & greet, fun & games, bounce house, 
crafts, pizza dinner and Kona ice! Cost: $18/family. Advance 
RSVP required by 5/30. Check your weekly emails for RSVP link 
or visit the website calendar. Family Shabbat worship follows 
at 6:30 pm.

Refer to the Worship Schedule at the front of this issue or your 
weekly Community Matters email for information about other 
special Shabbat services in May and June.

SPECIAL EVENTS
Get Connected  
Summer BBQ & Business  
Networking Event
Tuesday, June 6 • 7 pm – 8pm

Details and RSVP to come soon!

Beth Or 2022-23 
Jewish Book Lovers 
Series Discussion:  
The Matzah Ball
Wednesday, June 21 • 
7:30 pm

Read the final book in our 
series, a romantic comedy, 
The Matzah Ball, by Jean 
Meltzer. Then, come to Beth 
Or for a book discussion. 
Contact Dottie Singer, 
ds1403@hotmail.com, with 
any questions or to RSVP.

Munchkin Minyan presents

HOW 'BOUT SHABBAT

Friday, June 2
5pm – 6:30pm

Join us for a very special Munchkin Minyan and Pizza Party! 
Dress as your favorite characters from Disney’s Encanto.  

Enjoy a special meet & greet, fun & games, bounce house, crafts, 
pizza dinner and Kona Ice!

$18/family. RSVP required by 5/30.

Questions? Contact Jillian Peskin, jpeskin@bethor.org

CONGREGATIONAL NOTICES

Pursuant to the Constitution, Notice is hereby given 

that the Beth Or Board of Trustees will meet on 

Wednesday, May 10 at 7 pm, to consider and adopt 

a Budget and to fix Dues for the fiscal year beginning 

July 1, 2023. All Members of the Congregation have 

the right to attend and speak at the Board of Trustees 

Meeting and to vote along with the Members of the 

Board of Trustees on the final passage of the Budget 

and Dues Structure. 

The Constitution requires notice to the Congregation 

of our Annual Meeting, which is set for Wednesday, 
June 14 at 7 pm. All congregants are invited to 

attend. 



Celebrating Your Simcha
Our beautiful building provides the perfect place to celebrate your family’s simchas.

Our catering partners on the Approved Caterer List — shown below and published on our website  
(www.bethor.org) stand ready to provide delicious food for your event. They can provide menu options 

at a range of prices designed to meet your specific needs and budget.

We hope that you will consider having your celebrations at Beth Or. To learn more about hosting  
an event at Beth Or, please contact Amy Abrams or Jillian Peskin at 215-646-5806. 

Approved Caterer List — 2022/23

Alyson’s Sweet Petites • Alyson Gass ............................................................................................973-732-0151 

Annemarie’s Cuisine • Annemarie Silva ..........................................................................................215-806-7675 

Catering by Design • Fred Morganstein .........................................................................................610-405-9787

Panache Catering by Foodarama (Kosher) • Gary Rosenwald ......................................................215-633-7100

Pumpernick’s Deli • Jeff Klein .........................................................................................................215-393-5800

Steve Stein’s Famous Deli • Lee Stein ...........................................................................................215-673-6000 

The Gourmet Vendor • Brad Orenstein ..........................................................................................215-396-7000
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Pumpernick’s catering department guarantees to 
impress your guests. Smoked Fish, Deli, Sandwich,Wrap 
Trays & more. Bar/Bat Mitzvah’s graduations, Birthdays, 

Sporting Events, Shiva Dinners & more.

215-393-5800 • pumpernicksdeli.com
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New Members
Frank Schwartz
Jason, Lindsay, Reece & Shane Davidman
William, Jane, Caleb & Evan Jones
David & Janice Belasco
Max, Robin, Aviva & Jonah Minkoff
Lee, Charles, Jared Hecht & Rachel  

Lucks-Hecht
Robert, Matthew (17), Giovanna,  

Rocco, Anthony Krule &  
Kate Bardi-Krule

May Their Memory Be A Blessing
Robert Nappen, husband of Madeline 

Nappen, father of Allen Nappen & Dara 
King

Robert W. Roth, father of Liz Pohl
Beverly Brown, aunt of Bryna Berman
Marjorie C. Moidel, mother of Robert 

Moidel
Marlene Busch, cousin of Jodye Green  

& Morgan Bell
Sandra Yenk, aunt of Andrea Papsin & great 

aunt of Rachel Stolzenberg
Shirley Burg, mother of Stuart Burg
Warren Vogel, father of Michael Vogel

Mazel Tov
Birth of Marisa Nel Lieber-Zeehandelaar, 

granddaughter of Ken Harris & Mona 
Zeehandelaar

Birth of Maya Miller, granddaughter of Bob 
& Faye Miller

Birth of Asher Fine, son of Eric & Dara Fine
Birth of Asher Hart & Logan James Gutterson, 

twin sons of Andrew & Julia Gutterson
Engagement of Julian deOliviera, grandson 

of Vincent & Cindi Pasceri, to Jenna 
Hendrickson

Engagement of Alexandra Simon, 
daughter of David & Stephanie Simon, 
granddaughter of Joann Simon &  
the late Mort Simon, z”l, niece of  
Bob Simon.

Marriage of Kate Wolff, daughter of  
Jane Liebman, to Charles Erickson

Bat Mitzvah of Ainsley Buerger
Bat Mitzvah of Leah Cass
Bar Mitzvah of Alex Fischer
Bar Mitzvah of Julian Kramer

Bar Mitzvah of Gabriel Gass
Bat Mitzvah of Ava Marcus
Bat Mitzvah of Lilah Meyrowitz
Bat Mitzvah of Amanda Borislow
Bat Mitzvah of Madeline Barry
Bat Mitzvah of Emma Friedman
Bat Mitzvah of Camryn Hymowitz
Bat Mitzvah of Rachel Kraus
Bat Mitzvah of Brooke Ellner

Chai-Lights — May/June 2023

Oneg & Flower Donations
May Donations:

Oneg & Flowers:
May 5 • Reid & Krista Buerger in honor of Ainsley Buerger’s Bat Mitzvah 

Jonathan Cass and Deborah Freedman-Cass in honor of Leah Cass’ Bat Mitzvah 
Noah and Heather Fischer in honor of Alex Fischer’s Bar Mitzvah

May 12 • Henry Kramer and Cindy Au-Kramer in honor of Julian Kramer’s Bar Mitzvah
May 19 • David and Alyson Gass in honor of Gabriel Gass’ Bar Mitzvah
May 26 • Matthew and Hillary Marcus in honor of Ava Marcus’ Bat Mitzvah 

Samuel and Aviva Meyrowitz in honor of Lilah Meyrowitz’s Bat Mitzvah

May Donations

Oneg:
May 5 • Rachael and Michael Rosenfeld in honor of the Baby Naming of their twin girls, 

Adeline Lucy & Emily Harper
May 19 • Brotherhood & Sisterhood in honor of Amy Abrams

June Donations

Oneg & Flowers:
June 2 • Robert and Susan Borislow in honor of Amanda Borislow’s Bat Mitzvah 

Glen Barry and Melissa Gibson-Barry in honor of Madeline Barry’s Bat Mitzvah 
Bryan and Stacey Friedman in honor of Emma Friedman’s Bat Mitzvah

June 9 • Brian and Jennifer Hymowitz in honor of Camryn Hymowitz’s Bat Mitzvah
June 16 • Nolan Kraus and Karen Crispino in honor of Rachel Kraus’ Bat Mitzvah 

Michael and Maureen Ellner in honor of Brooke Ellner’s Bat Mitzvah
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Memorials & Contributions

Rabbi Marx’s  
Discretionary Fund 
In memory of
ADELAIDE RUBIN 
 Andrew Rubin
BARBARA COOPERBERG
PHYLLIS KAUFMAN 
MORRIS LEVIN 
ARNOLD BERNSTEIN 
 Betsy & Lewis Sternthal
JULIAN LOEWENSTERN 
 Gary & Cindy Loewenstern
MORRIS LEVIN 
 Francine Bernstein
 Larry Schwartz
 Marla Inver
 Mr. & Mrs. Murray Rifkin
 Murray Spain & Cheryl 

Samter
 Norman & Phyllis Goldberg
 Phil & Judy Pfeffer
 Sandy & Larry Frankel
 Sheila & Bill Ritchey
 The Gitlin Family & the 

Goldstein Family
HOWARD ROSENFELD 
 Linda & Jack Rosenfeld
JOAN WEISS 
 Lynn & Mark Samson & 

Family
SHIRLEY GOODMAN 
PEARLSTINE 
 Murray Spain & Cheryl 

Samter
JANET BUSHWICK 
 Nancy Ettinger
ARNOLD BERNSTEIN 
 Cynthia Pasceri
 Stephen Gershenson
 Susan Hamberg
 The Gitlin Family & the 

Goldstein Family
 Toby, Michael, Simon, & 

Jordon Miller
ORIANNE M. DAVIS 
 William B Davis
In honor of
Naming of WILLOW PAUL 
 Ilene Schneller & Dana 

Marion

Wedding of LORI HERMAN 
& ETHAN KAYE 
 Richard & Hollie Herman
In appreciation of
RABBI MARX 
 Andrea Sklenar
 Jack & Linda Rosenfeld
 Kate Wolff
 Matthew & Sarah Forti
 Phil Gerson & family
DOUG BURTNICK 
 Dottie Singer
Speedy recovery to
DONNA ACKERMAN 
 Sandy & Larry Frankel

Rabbi Bonder 
Discretionary Fund
In memory of
MORRIS LEVIN 
 Art & Andy Cohn
 Howard & Diane Becker
JERRY RABINOWITZ 
 Beverly & Larry Samson
 Lynn, Mark, Jake & Allie 

Samson
 Rocky & Lauren Becker
SOLOMON BUZGON 
 Harold & Lisa Buzgon
LEAH GLAUSER 
 The Kisver Family
JOAN WEISS 
 Vickie & Bruce Neumann
In appreciation of
RABBI BONDER 
 CG Erickson & Kate Wolff
 Jared Harris
 Judy Bernstein
 Phil Gerson & family
 Matthew & Sarah Forti

Cantor Murley 
Discretionary Fund
In appreciation of
MATTHEW & SARAH FORTI
Mazel tov to
NOA MURLEY on her 
Bat Mitzvah 
 Marc & Beth Rabinowitz

Allen Apter Memorial 
Life Long Learning 
Endowment
In memory of
MARVIN “BUDDY” FELLER
 Bobbi Adair
MORRIS LEVIN
 Dave & Arline Olim

Annual Appeal
In memory of
MORRIS LEVIN 
 Natalie Knecht
 Natalie Weinstein
In honor of
Bat Mitzvah of STEVIE 
ALTMAN 
 Pamela Altman

Arnold Berkowitz 
Memorial Fund for 
Veteran’s Shabbat
In memory of
ARNOLD BERNSTEIN
 Charlotte & Joel Schwartz
ARNOLD BERKOWITZ
ARNOLD BERNSTEIN
MORRIS LEVIN 
 Elsa-Lu Berkowitz
In honor of
Bat Mitzvah of NOA MURLEY 
PATTY BASSMAN Sisterhood 
Woman of Valor Award 
 Elsa-Lu Berkowitz
In appreciation of
NORM & BETSY BERLIN 
HARRY GIRSH 
 Elsa-Lu Berkowitz

Barbara Goldberg 
Nursery School Fund
Donation by
Shonnie Lebovitz & 
Max Taytelbaum
In memory of
SYLVIA CHACHKIN 
 Marsha & Steve Milakofsky

Berman Family Caring 
Community Endowment
In memory of
SYLVIA CHACHKIN 
 Manny Rosenberg

Brotherhood Camp 
Harlam Scholarship Fund
In memory of
MORRIS LEVIN 
 Marlene & Barry Green
In appreciation of
GWEN SILVERSTEIN 
 Dina & Mark Pokedoff

Caring Congregants Fund
In memory of
DR. HENRY HOLTZMAN 
 Amy & Mitchell Abrams
ARNOLD BERNSTEIN 
 Dawn & Jerome Hogan
ARNOLD BERNSTEIN 
MORRIS LEVIN 
JOAN WEISS 
 Ellen Werther
BEVERLY BOYAR 
 Elliott Silverman
MORRIS LEVIN 
 Faye & Eric Benshetler & 

The Knitters
 Herb & Renee Cohen
 Judy & Jon Beck
 Lila & Harry Schultz
BRENDA HENKEL 
BERTHA GIRER KANES 
 Gay Salin
JERRY RABINOWITZ 
 Jeffrey, Sara, Hannah & 

Noah Erlbaum
 Karen & Rick Leavitt
 Todd & Michelle Landau
PAUL RABINOWITZ 
ROBERT NAPPEN 
ARNOLD BERNSTEIN 
 Jennie Nerenberg & Bruce 

Dorsey
SYLVIA CHACHKIN 
 Leslie & Evan Weiss
JACK SOLOMON 
 Mark Solomon
JOAN WEISS
 Sue, Mark, Perri, Seth, Justin 

& Jessica Rabinowitz & 
Family

In honor of
ALVIN HARRIS‘s (Uncle Al’s) 
special birthday 
 Joe, Donna, Molly & Jen 

Polin
MR. & MRS. DAVID KASEN’s 
first grandchild 
Bat Mitzvah of BAILEY 
ROSENAU 
 Judy & Jon Beck

Notifications for both the donor and recipient are now 
delivered to your email from dedications@bethor.org. 
This change allows for more timely and effective delivery of 
notifications. Be sure to add dedications@bethor.org to your safe 
senders list to ensure these notices do not end up in your spam 
folder. If the donor or recipient does not have an email address, 
the notice will come via regular mail. If you have any questions, 
contact Jill Bascove, jbascove@bethor.org or 215-646-5806.



    

Disaster Relief Fund
Donation for
VICTIMS OF TURKEY & SYRIA 
EARTHQUAKES 
 Barbara & John Murtha
 Bernie & Beth Johl
 Jack & Rosalie Elias
 Larry & Beverly Samson
 Marvin Schwartz
In memory of
MORRIS LEVIN 
 Marvin Schwartz
SAM NEWMAN 
 Rosalie & Jack Elias

Emily Cara Garbose 
Resource Center Fund
Mazel tov to
ILENE SCHNELLER, CARLEY 
& THOMAS PAUL, DANA 
MARION, & Family 
 Sally & Mark Hurwitz

General Fund
In memory of
MORRIS LEVIN
 Ali Reich
 Bernie & Beth Johl
 Ellen & Michael Pries
 Gary & Phyllis Finkelstein
 Gerri Fish
 Jeffrey & Randee Hurvitz
 Judy & Jerry Caplan
 Paula Ninerell
 Renata Fisher
 Roz & Larry Kagel
 Sussie & Al Harris
JERRY RABINOWITZ 
 BOMA Philadelphia - 

Deanna, Missy, John, 
Natalie, Stefanie & Kristine

 Cari & Alan Lasdon
 Dave Simon
 Jamie & Kenny Bleznak
 Jeanine & Bill Ashmead
 Leslie & Evan Weiss
 Marty & Vicki McCarthy
 Michelle & Jon Schwartz
 The Ashdale Family
ROBERT NAPPEN 
 Bob Simon
 Bobbi & Richard Massman
JOAN WEISS 
 Dave & Stephanie Simon
 Michelle & Jon Schwartz
SAM NEWMAN 
 Donald & Lila Shapiro
SYLVIA CHACHKIN 
 Dori & James Stover
 Ethel O’Dea

SHIRLEY GOODMAN 
PERILSTEIN
 Dr. Gary & Leslie Itzenson
LEROY RAFFAL 
 Joann Simon
ARNOLD BERNSTEIN 
 Joann & Bob Simon
JUDITH MORITZ 
HENRY LITVIN 
 Sussie & Al Harris
In honor of
EILEEN STERLING 
 Lisa Rovner
Speedy recovery to
BRENDA BRIEFER 
 Bob Simon

Interfaith Apartment 
Fund
In memory of
SYLVIA CHACKIN 
 Susy Krimker

Israel Support Fund
In memory of
SYLVIA CHACHKIN 
 Ellyn Klein
BARBARA COOPERBERG 
PHYLLIS KAUFMAN
 Joan W Keller
JERRY RABINOWITZ 
 Margie Chachkin
 McGrory Glass
ALVIN BLOCK 
 Robert & Susan Silverstein
In honor of
PATTY BASSMAN 
 Margie Chachkin

Jenna Demar 
Educational Fund
In memory of
SYLVIA CHACHKIN 
 Debbi & Oren Gilad
In honor of
BENJAMIN RAZON’s 
Bar Mitzvah 
 Roslyn Oberson

Kate Svitek Memorial 
Garden Fund
In memory of
SAM KELLY 
 Robert & Andrea Sklenar
ARNOLD JULES 
 Sharon & Neal Pearlstine

Linda Gerson Memorial 
Fund for Grounds’ 
Beautification
In memory of
HERB AUERBACH 
ARNOLD BERNSTEIN 
BOB WOLFSON 
PAUL WEINTRAUB 
 Philip Gerson & family

Lore Heinsheimer 
Memorial Youth 
Assistance Fund
In memory of
ALEX SZWEDA 
 Pat & Roger Bove

M & M Family & Youth 
Programming Initiative 
Fund
In meory of
ARTHUR POMERANTZ 
 Linda & Robert Wilderman

Meals That Matter Fund
In memory of
FRANCES CHASEN
IRENE GROSSMAN
 Carole Chasen
EMMANUEL SCHNELLER
SARAH GRUBER 
 Ilene Schneller & Dana 

Marion
MORRIS LEVIN
 Joan & Alan Kober
SYLVIA CHACHKIN
 Linda Goldberg
 Pat Orner
FAYE “BOBBE” FISHER
 Sheila & Bill Ritchey
Congratulations to
CAREN GUTMAN on her 
birthday
 Mary Jean & Alan Stark
Mazel tov to
AVA SARUYA’s Baby Naming 
 Marc & Beth Rabinowitz

Music Fund
In honor of
CANTOR MURLEY 
 Sisterhood

Yahrzeit Fund
In memory of
DR. LAIBE A. KESSLER 
 Adam Kessler
RONALD RUCHE 
 Barbara & William 

Shoulberg
PHILIP SATINSKY
NORMA PERILSTEIN
REBA L. LOCKE 
 Barbara & Michael 

Perilstein
PRISCILLA HOFFMAN 
 Carol Biron
HOWARD LIPSCHUTZ
STANLEY D. LESLIE 
 Claudia Leslie & Louis 

Lipschutz
HOWARD ROSENFELD 
 Debbie & Brian Solodar
CYNTHIA ELLEN NEWMAN 
 Edie Newman
ANN BIDI FINKELSTEIN 
 Gary & Phyllis Finkelstein
DAVID COHEN 
 Herb & Renee Cohen
LILLIAN COHN 
 Jacqueline Matlow
IRVING GREENFIELD 
 James & Ellen Tannenbaum
ARLINE GOLDBERG 
 Janessa & Mark Gross
M. MICHAEL GARBER 
 Joann G. Beste
ARNOLD BERNSTEIN 
 Joann Simon
RICHARD BERMAN 
 Jordan & Deanna Berman
GERALD CASE 
 Keith Case
ROSALIE DAVIS 
 Neen Davis
ROBERT NAPPEN 
 Nora & Armand Saragovi
DAVID WEISER 
 Renee & Herb Cohen
ISADORE DEIN 
 Ruth & Marshall Abramson
STANLEY BRIEFER 
 Stuart & Brenda Briefer
RUBY S. HORN 
 William Horn
BOBBIE MAX 
 Bert & Laurie Max
MATILDA KOHN 
 Felice S Kahn
GRACE IOLI 
 Alfred & Jacqueline Ioli 
YACO SARAGOVI 
 Nora & Armand Saragovi
IRWIN UTAIN 
 Susan Utain Cohen & Allan 

Cohen

Memorials & Contributions
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Your support of our advertisers is greatly appreciated.

ROOSEVELT
Memorial Park  

TREVOSE
RooseveltMemorialPark.com 

215-673-7500
Leah Feldman, General Manager

FOREST HILLS / 
SHALOM

Memorial Park  

HUNTINGDON VALLEY
ForestHillsShalom.com 

215-673-5800
Samuel Domsky, General Manager

WHITEMARSH
Memorial Park  

AMBLER
WhitemarshMemorialPark.com 

215-646-7500
Lauren Scudieri, General Manager

MANY OF US DON’T REALIZE HOW IMPORTANT remembrance is to those 
who love us. That’s why we recommend that you consider cemetery options now, 
before the time of need. From burial and cremation options to mausoleums and 
custom estates, your Dignity Memorial® professionals are here to help you create a 
meaningful memorial that honors your faith and traditions.

plan ahead for 

peace of mind.
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Life is a journey...not a destination
Pre-planning a funeral is a gift. Anyone who has ever lost a loved one knows
how hard it is to make decisions at a time of grief. Let your family know your

wishes, don’t burden them with the costs of a funeral, and allow them to
celebrate the life you lived. Our experienced funeral directors can guide you

through the process, and assist you in making tough decisions.

215-927-5800  • 800-622-6410
For deaf and hard of hearing 267-331-4243 (Sorenson VP)

Providing funeral counseling and pre-need arrangements.

www.GoldsteinsFuneral.com

Caring. Committed. Compassionate.

PHILADELPHIA CHAPEL
Carl Goldstein, Supervisor

6410 N. Broad Street
Philadelphia, PA 19126

SUBURBAN NORTH CHAPEL
Bruce Goldstein, Supervisor

310 2nd Street Pike
Southampton, PA 18966

Southern NJ Chapels Available

ROTH-GOLDSTEINS' MEMORIAL CHAPEL
Stephen Collins, NJ Mgr. Lic No. 3355

116 Pacific Ave
Atlantic City, NJ 08401

Your support of our advertisers is greatly appreciated.
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Your support of our advertisers is greatly appreciated.

CAMP GREEN LANELocated in Green Lane, PA
Experts in creating memories and friendships that last a lifetime — since 1926.

Exciting special events and out-of-camp trips!

Become a part of our Camp Green Lane family!
215-234-9211

info@greenlane.com • www.greenlane.com
Melissa and Jay Freedman and Rene and Adam Weiner

Owners/Directors

A DIVISION OF MID PENN BANK

Sales Manager
NMLS #490654
MPB MORTGAGE
720 Fayette Street
Conshohocken, PA 19428
     215.669.0944
     gary.risler@mpbmortgage.com
     www.garyrisler.com

Gary E. Risler

MPB Mortgage is a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Mid Penn Bank.
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H SESAME  

 DAY CAMP 

H CAMP  

 ROCKWOOD
H ROCKWOOD  

 ADVENTURES  

 TEEN TRAVEL

n Day Camp: 4 to 8 Week Sessions

n Mini-Day Option (3, 4, & 5 year olds)

n American Red Cross Swim Program

n Arts & Outdoor Adventure Activities  

n Extensive Sports Program 

n Great Lunches & Snacks & Much More!

n Teen Travel Program: 1 to 7 Week   
 Options for 6th through 10th Grades

n Door-to-Door Transportation

Offering Your Child the Finest in Caring Staff, 
Diverse Programming & Outstanding Facilities.

Howard & Dale Batterman, 
Owners/Directors

610.275.CAMP www.srdaycamps.com

Your support of our advertisers is greatly appreciated.

Simchas Made Special at Beth Or!
Planning a celebration? Let us host your party &  

help make memories that will last a lifetime!
From an intimate Shabbat dinner to a large formal party, our beautiful facility  

is the perfect place to host the event of your dreams, completely customized to your needs.
Learn more about our banquet facilities. Please call 215-646-5806 or contact Jillian Peskin at jpeskin@bethor.org.

Congregation Beth Or | 239 Welsh Road, Maple Glen, PA 19002 | www.bethor.org
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Affordable 
Payment Plans

Now Participating 
With Many Major Insurance 

Companies

LOCATION:
HighPoint Business Center 

1300 Horizon Drive
Suite 117

Chalfont, PA 18914

Specialist in Orthodontics

•  Certified 
 Invisalign Orthodontist
• Treatment of Children & Adults
• TMJ Treatment
Call today for a
FREE Consultation!
(215) 997-0200 
drgoodreau.com

Your support of our advertisers is greatly appreciated.

  “Creating life-long friendships since summer 1967” 
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Your support of our advertisers is greatly appreciated.

NOW OPEN!

1002 West Skippack Pike
Blue Bell, PA 19422

(215) 942-4700

Now serving Whitpain Township 
and the surrounding communities

Joseph Levine & Sons, Inc.
Jonathan D. Levine, Supervisor
4737 Street Road
Trevose, PA 19053
(215) 942-4700

Joseph Levine & Sons, Inc.
Kevin Bloch, Supervisor
2811 West Chester Pike
Broomall, PA 19008
(610) 325-2000

Haym Salomon Memorial Park
Adam D. Levine
A Levine Family Company
200 Moores Road
Frazer, PA 19355
(610) 644-1100
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