
REGISTER NOW!
Online: www.bethor.org/rsvp-portal or Event Calendar Listing  Call: 215-646-5806 x220

LIFELONG LEARNING
2021/22 Course Catalog



TAKE OUT JUDAISM 
(IN-HOME AND VIRTUAL COURSES)

Gather a small group and we will bring the learning to you – in your home if COVID-19 
protocols allow or on Zoom!  Our clergy and instructors offer a variety of courses that can 
take place at your convenience, in the comfort of your home. Please contact Barbara Murtha, 
bmurtha@bethor.org, 215-646-5806 x220 for additional details and to schedule one of the  
in-home courses.

Request to reserve a time to “host” 
a Torah in your own home! Rabbi 
Marx, Rabbi Bonder, Cantor Green, 
or Aaron Nielsenshultz will lead 
a discussion for your friends and 
family (in-person or on Zoom). 
This is a wonderful opportunity for 
our B’nai Mitzvah to prepare for 
their Torah reading.  Following the 
discussion, the Torah stays in your 
home for the week.

TORAH TO GO



•	Ben Franklin and Pirkei-Avot
Ben Franklin, one of the founding fathers of 
our nation, was an inventor, writer and signer 
of the Declaration of Independence.  He also 
believed in the possibility of moral perfection. 
In pursuit of that goal, he identified 13 specific 
virtues, which became the focus of a unique 
mission.  A millennia and half before Franklin, 
the rabbinic scholars in Israel fashioned a 
similar roadmap to living a moral life, known 
as Pirkei Avot - the Ethics of the Fathers.  We 
will explore these two great traditions side-
by-side to help us engage in a dialogue about 
moral growth.  

•	The People of the Book 
We have so many texts that define us.  
Learn about one particular book of Jewish 
literature and how it shaped our culture. 
Choose from The Tanach (bible), The 
Talmud, Rashi’s Commentaries, Maimonides’ 
Guide of the Perplexed. The Siddur (prayer 
book), The Zohar (Kabbalah), Joseph Karo’s 
The Shulchan Aruch, or Theodore Hertzl’s 
Der Judenstaat.  Each book changed 
the trajectory of our history, practice and 
thought.

•	Addressing the Plague 
of Anti-Semitism
What is happening in the Jewish 
community to cause a rise in 
Anti-Semitism? We are seeing an 
unprecedented increase in Anti-Semitism 
around the world.  How should we respond 
to the rise in hate and what should our 
relationship be with the government and 
those that seek to delegitimize us and our 
concerns?

INSTRUCTOR: RABBI GREGORY S. MARX



•	Adding Your Voice to the Community: Takeout Judaism for Young 
Families
This family-friendly course begins with an introduction to Israeli children’s 
songs in a fun and engaging way for children and their families. 
Then, children will go with some adults for an Israel/Hebrew 
themed art project, while other adults learn about the 
children’s song Nad Ned by Chayim Nachman Bialik. 
This nursery rhyme has a much deeper meaning and 
offers profound commentary on Judaism that is still 
relevant today. After the first group of adults learns, 
they will switch to kid duty while the second 
group comes to learn. It will be a fun experience 
for the whole family.

•	Machloket L'Shem Shamayim: 
Argument for the Sake of Heaven
You've likely heard the old adage, "two 
Jews, three opinions." Ours is a tradition 
of debate and argument. We value it, 
so long as it is done right. Join me on 
a journey of looking at wisdom around 
disagreement. We will explore how 
disagreement appears in our sacred texts. 
We will learn the proscribed ways to 
disagree, and then we will figure out how 
to apply this in our own lives. I think this 
will be a great time, but you don't have to 
agree with me.

•	Hail to the Victors: The Song of the 
Sea as the Israelite Fight Song?
Join me as we dive into what many consider 
to be sacred texts - college football fight songs. 
We'll ask what these fight songs communicate 
about the people singing them. Through this lens, 
we will turn our sights to the Song of the Sea - a 
special part of the Torah that recounts the Israelites 
passage through the Sea of Reeds as they escaped Pharaoh 
and his armies. We will ask ourselves what this song tells us 
about our ancestors and what it means to us today.

INSTRUCTOR: RABBI JASON BONDER



•	Jewish Texts: Who’s Who and What’s What
For four thousand years, our people have been exploring what it means to be Jews, 

and along the way our people have written down a lot of their thoughts. 
In this wide-ranging survey, learn the basics about Jewish texts so 

you can tell your Torah from your Talmud, your Mishnah from 
your Mishneh. We’ll talk about the history of text and what 

our long tradition of using texts says about us—and how 
modern habits might influence the directions we take in 

the future.

•	Understanding the Prayer book: How 
Do We Pray?
Where do our prayers come from? Why do 
we pray the way we do? Let’s explore the 
formation of our prayer book, getting to 
know the history of siddurim in general while 
we learn about Reform prayers specifically. 
Change the way you see prayer!

•	My Journey Through the Talmud
The Talmud is an enormous collection 
of Jewish law, stories and thought that 
forms the basis of our understanding on 
Torah. If you read one page a day, it takes 
over seven years to read it all. I started 
my Talmud journey in May 2012, and it’s 
been over seven years. I’d love to share my 

insights on the Talmud, Jewish practice and 
life in general over this period.

•	Shimon, Nachum, and Nachman: 
How the Teachings of Three Rabbis 

Can Change the Way You Think
We always talk about “the rabbis” in our stories and 

teachings, so isn’t it time to learn about a few of them? 
The three rabbis in the title have lessons that can help 

us understand ourselves and the world around us, as we’ll 
learn by studying their stories and their texts.

INSTRUCTOR: AARON NIELSENSHULTZ



A variety of interactive and thought-provoking classes are scheduled to take place in-person 
at Beth Or this year, following the guidance of the Beth Or COVID-19 Task Force and CDC/
County & State guidelines at the time of each class.

Register for as many courses as you like from the selections in this brochure. All class 
locations (in-person, virtual) are subject to change. Register online using the RSVP portal,  
www.bethor.org/rsvp-portal or the calendar listing for each class, or contact Barbara 
Murtha, bmurtha@bethor.org, 215-646-5806 x220.

•	Torah Study with Rabbi Marx & 
Rabbi Bonder
Beginning Saturday, October 2,  
9:30am – 10:30am (no rsvp required)

Join your long-standing friends and make 
new ones every Shabbat morning over 
traditional texts. Together, we share our 
lives’ journeys and discover the depth of 
our tradition. During this year’s Torah study, 
we will study Midrashim (the incredible tool 
Jewish scholars have used throughout the 
ages to draw out hidden meaning from the 
text) related to the weekly Torah portion to 
introduce ourselves to this ancient source 
of creativity and come to know the Torah 
more deeply and fully.

•	Adult Hebrew 
Beginning Monday, October 4 or 
Tuesday, October 5, 5:30pm – 6pm

Are you interested in learning (or relearning) 
basic Hebrew reading? Come for a weekly 
adult Hebrew class — no previous Hebrew 

knowledge 
required! Our 
focus is on 
learning to read 
with a goal 
of achieving 
siddur literacy. 
Cost: $18 for 
materials.  

SYNAGOGUE-BASED CLASSES

GENERAL CLASSES



•	Heart & Soul Shabbat
Saturdays, October 23, November 13, 
February 19, & April 23, 11am 

Prayer is often like a recipe. We need the 
perfect mix of ingredients for it to come out 
just right. Join us to find the right mix of body 
and soul as we engage our physical selves for 
a morning of reflection, worship and exercise.

Locations and instructors vary. Refer to the 
website calendar and Chai Lights email as 
dates get closer. 

•	Poetry Workshop with  
Amy Small McKinney  
Monday, November 15, 7pm
Together we will read and discuss modern 
Jewish poetry from the anthology: 101 
Jewish Poems For The Third Millennium. 
We will explore what makes these 
traditional, radical, secular, and holy poems 
uniquely Jewish.  If time allows, we can try 
to write our own. (No RSVP required.)

INSTRUCTOR: RABBI GREGORY S. MARX

•	Fixing the Broken Halleluyah
Tuesday, October 5, 7pm

An intimate encounter with the poetry of 
Leonard Cohen, through Christian, Jewish 
and Mystical imagery. What clues does the 
songwriter offer us on how to repair our 
broken hearts and wounded spirits?

•	 Intergenerational Exchange
Sundays, October 10 & 17, 5pm 

Learn from each other.  Our youth have 
much to say that our elders need to hear, 
and at the same time, our youth have 
lessons that need to be heeded from their 
elders.  Our stories need to be shared so 
the lessons are not lost.  “L’dor v’dor” - from 
generation to generation - is a key value of 
our community.  Join Rabbi Marx for an open 
dialogue between the grandchildren and 
their grandparents in an intergenerational 
exchange.  Open only to our children and 
their grandparents.

•	Working on Ourselves  
with Rabbi Marx
Tuesday, October 12, 7pm

How the prayers in our liturgy help us with the 
crucial art of self-reflection and self-repair.

•	The Torah of Testosterone  
with Rabbi Marx
Tuesday, October 19, 7pm 

The world is filled with so many confusing 
messages about what it means to be a 
man.  Sometimes it seems as if machismo 
has become a code word for toxicity and 
violence.  What does Judaism have to say 
about manhood?  How can our tradition heal 
and reaffirm men’s lives and experiences?



INSTRUCTOR: RABBI JASON BONDER

•	On One Foot: Re-Introduction to 
Judaism
Sundays, starting September 19,  
11am – 12pm 

Now in its third year, this class offers the 
chance to re-engage with Jewish tradition. 
Drop off your kids at Religious School, grab 
a coffee and a nosh, and come join us as 
we build a community of learners together. 
You may join at any time.

•	Comic Books and Jewish Roots
Tuesday, October 26, 7pm

Were the Hebrew Bible and Rabbinic 
literature inspiration for Stan Lee’s famous 
comics? In his book, Stan Lee: A Life in 
Comics, author Liel Leibovitz argues that 
they were. Comic books help us dive into 
complex issues and inspire many. Come 
see how they might also help us explore 
Jewish tradition. 

•	A Jewish Adult Should…
Tuesday, November 2, 7pm

So? What’s the answer? Jewish tradition 
has plenty to say about how to raise our 
children, but we are the people that will 
decide what Judaism looks like in the next 
generation and beyond. Join Rabbi Bonder 
in creating a brand new blueprint for how 
to raise Jewish adults of integrity and 
honor in the 21st Century. 

•	Havdalah: The Best Jewish 
Tradition You’ve Never Heard Of
Tuesday, November 9, 7pm

What is Havdalah? What is its significance? 
Where did it come from? Is it for you? Join 
Rabbi Bonder and take a deep dive into 
this wonderful ritual. 

INSTRUCTOR: AARON NIELSENSHULTZ

•	Talmud for the Complete 
Beginner
Tuesdays, November 16 & 23 and 
December 14, 7pm

The Talmud established so much of Jewish 
thought and practice, and its 2700 pages 
offer a variety of ways to understand and  

interact with Judaism. Let’s learn 
together how to navigate this 
complicated, all-encompassing text. 
We’ll look at its history, its areas of 
focus, its methodology, and what it 
can help us understand about our own 
relationship with Judaism. No previous 
experience required. 



Contact the Religious School to register for these courses, 215-646-7417.

YOBO (YOUTH OF BETH OR) 
PROGRAMS FOR TEENS

1. Comparative Judaism 
Beginning with Rabbi Marx and Reform 
Judaism, we’ll take a journey through 
the variety of ways Judaism is practiced. 
Guest speakers will join us, and we’ll 
consolidate our learning in hands-on ways. 
Prepared to be surprised! 

2. Zionism 
Through videos, activities, discussions, and 
games, students will learn about the history 
of Zionism, leading up to the creation of 
the state of Israel. Israel and Judaism come 
alive in these interactive sessions. 

3. Conversational Hebrew 
We’ll end the year by learning how to speak 
useful Hebrew. Using up-to-date Ulpan 
techniques, our faculty and students will learn 
and act out every-day scenarios from modern 
Israeli life. This program is a ton of fun, and 
you’ll be surprised at how quickly you’ll find 
yourself speaking practical Hebrew.

•	Sunday Nights
Programming for 7th-9th and 11th-12th grade convenes 2-4 times per month from 5pm – 7pm and 
includes dinner (following COVID-19 protocols). Our classes involve hands-on, interactive learning, 
food (in a COVID-safe way), and a social program every time we meet. We have 3 program 
themes this year:



THE YOBO PROGRAM ALSO PROVIDES TWO LIFE-CHANGING TRAVEL 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR OUR OLDER STUDENTS:

•	L’Taken Seminar for 10th-12th 
Grades 
January 7-10

Our students travel to Washington, DC where 
they will learn about the lobbying process and 
then lobby their lawmakers on Capitol Hill. 

•	Etgar 36’s Civil Rights Journey 
for 11th & 12 Grades
March 4 - 6

Learn about Jewish life in the American 
South through the lens of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr’s journey for Civil Rights. Destinations 
include Montgomery, AL, where the famous 
bus boycott began, to the march across the 
Edmund Pettis Bridge in Selma. We will visit 
Birmingham and Atlanta, too. 

OTHER TEEN OPPORTUNITIES INCLUDE:

•	Chai Notes 
We’ll also continue our monthly Chai 
Notes program with Cantor Murley. This 
teen choir will work with more complex 
arrangements to create beautiful Jewish 
music—and there will even be performance 
opportunities. 

•	Sunday/Midweek Hebrew 
Madrichim Program
This YOBO class places students in 
Sunday or midweek Hebrew classrooms 
as assistant teachers, or madrichim. 
Madrichim report to their assigned class 
every session during the year for their 
classroom duties. They may also receive 
further training and development in our 
monthly Madrichim workshop sessions 
on Sundays. These workshops provide 
teens with information on organization, 
classroom management, teaching 
responsibilities, and leadership. 11th and 
12th grade madrichim must apply for 
these paid assistant teaching slots. Please 
be in touch with Aaron Nielsenshultz for 
an application.



Beit Sefer Café returns on  
Tuesday, March 8 & 22, 2022, 6:30pm – 9pm 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

DETAILS TO COME.


