
TWO NIGHTS OF INTERACTIVE LEARNING  
& THOUGHT PROVOKING TOPICS

Join us

Click Here to RSVP:  

March 8 - www.bethor.org/form/beitsefer2022p1 

March 22 - www.bethor.org/form/beitsefer2022p2

We are pleased to offer two Beit Sefer Café options this year. 
The first night will take place exclusively in-person at Beth Or for 

 those who are seeking face-to-face interaction. The second night will  
take place exclusively on Zoom for those who prefer a virtual experience.  

Each night includes a variety of interesting subjects and instructors. 

Contact Barbara Murtha, bmurtha@bethor.org, 215-646-5806, ext. 220  
if you have any questions or need help with your on-line registration.

TUESDAY, MARCH 8  TUESDAY, MARCH 22



SESSION 1 | 6:30PM – 7:30PM

	R SAY WHAT? FALSE (YET POPULAR) 
ACCUSATIONS AGAINST ISRAEL  
AND HOW TO RESPOND
Instructor: Rabbi Jason Bonder
The internet, social media, and college campuses 
are relatively new and murky battlegrounds in 
which we must defend the Jewish State. We’ll 
examine some of the false claims made against 
Israel. We will identify why they are bogus, and 
how we can inform those who are truly seeking 
to learn about Israel. This class will be based 
primarily on Noa Tishby’s book, “Israel: A Guide to 
the Most Misunderstood Country on Earth.”

	R ISRAEL’S CHANGING  
COLLECTIVE IDENTITY
Instructor: Dr. Fred Lazin
The Israel of today is far different from the country 
of Ben Gurion. Tech start-ups and right-wing 
nationalists have replaced the kibbutz and Labor 
Zionists. The ultra-Orthodox control religious 
institutions and religious conflict between Jews 
intensifies. Israel now stretches from the Jordan 
River to the Mediterranean Sea with Jews 
becoming a minority. Knowing the real Israel and 
understanding the complex challenges it faces are 
essential for those who cherish her. 

	R COOKING WITH GASS: MEMORIES PART I
Instructor: Alyson Gass 
What do these foods remind you of? Some foods 
can trigger a favorite holiday growing up, a family 
member who has passed or even a special time in 
your life. Come cook with Alyson and share some 
memories! (This class continues during session 2.)

	R THIS, TOO IS TORAH: JEWISH VIEWS OF SEX
Instructor: Rabbi Hanna Yerushalmi
The Babylonian Talmud recounts a story about the 
third-century sage Rav Kahana sneaking under his 
master’s bed in order to observe him having sex with 
his wife. He was discovered, rebuked and ordered 
to leave at once.  Rav Kahana defended his actions, 
saying that it – sex – “is Torah, and I must learn” 
(Berachot 62a).  Follow Rav Kahana’s example and 
through text study, discover morsels from our tradition 
about sexual activity between consenting adults—
without having to hide under anyone’s bed!

	R BOOK REVIEW: ETERNAL
Leaders: Clarissa Bencan and Connie Berman
Author Lisa Scottoline’s historical fiction book, 
Eternal, tells the story of three close friends who 
navigate love, loyalty, hope and survival as World 
War II descends on Italy. Along the way, readers visit 
Rome’s historical sites. Read this interesting book and 
then come prepared for an in-depth discussion.

MARCH 8 CLASSES & INFORMATION
 � All classes on March 8 will take place IN-PERSON AT BETH OR. (No hybrid option.) 

 � All Beth Or COVID-19 healthy and safety protocols for in-person events will be followed. 

 � Depending on COVID-19 conditions as the date gets closer, classes may be moved to Zoom.

 � Visit www.bethor.org/form/beitsefer2022p1 to RSVP for the classes you want to attend on March 8.  
(Deadline: Thursday, March 3)

 � Prior to March 8, all registrants will receive an email with the most up-to-date information regarding protocols 
or how to access their class(es).



	R RABBI JONATHAN SACKS:  
A GIANT OF OUR TIME
Instructor: Rabbi Jason Bonder
Join Rabbi Bonder for a discussion of the life of Rabbi 
Jonathan Sacks, including some controversial points 
such as his negative attitude towards the Reform 
Movement. We will focus on his final major work, 
“Morality: Restoring the Common Good in Divided 
Times.” Rabbi Sacks contributed so much through his 
voice to our world. Will we listen? And should we?

	R  COOKING WITH GASS: MEMORIES PART II
Instructor: Alyson Gass
Our cooking class carries over from session 1. Join 
Alyson to make some recipes that are packed with 
favorite memories.  

	R BEHIND CLOSED DOORS: A CONVERSATION 
ABOUT KOSHER SEX
Instructor: Rabbi Hanna Yerushalmi
Following a presentation about modern challenges 
facing intimacy in today’s world, including Jewish 
views on pleasure, masturbation and pornography, 
Rabbi Yerushalmi will answer basic questions people 
ask about sex and Judaism.  Please note: Questions 
must be submitted in advance to protect anonymity 
and follow the Jewish values of t’sniut, modesty.

	R JEWS IN AMERICAN POLITICS:  
PAST, PRESENT & FUTURE
Instructor: Dr. Fred Lazin
The United States of America, the Goldene 
Medina for generations of American Jews has 
changed in recent years. The talk deals with Jews 
as outsiders in the 1930s dealing with the threat 
of Hitler and German Jewish refugees and Jews 
as insiders and mainstream in the 1970s and 
80s working to save Soviet Jewry. It discusses 
increased conflicts around race, immigration, and 
American identity and the rise in anti-Semitism in 
the Presidential campaign of 2016. Today, white 
supremacists are becoming mainstream. Will 
the American Jewish experience remain positive 
and unique? Will our children and grandchildren 
continue to thrive? Will the community and 
individual Jews continue to thrive?   

SESSION 2 | 8PM – 9PM

BREAK | 7:30PM – 8PM

 � Relax and schmooze with your Beth Or friends and the Beit Sefer Cafe instructors.

TUESDAY, MARCH 22  
CLASSES & INFORMATION

 � All classes on March 22 will take place 
VIRTUALLY ON ZOOM. (No hybrid option.) 

 � Visit www.bethor.org/form/beitsefer2022p2  
to RSVP for the classes you want to attend  
on March 22.  
(Deadline: Thursday, March 17)

 � Prior to March 22, all registrants will 
receive an email with the Zoom meeting 
link(s) for their class(es).



SESSION 1 | 6:30PM – 7:30PM

	R REFORM JUDAISM
Instructor: Aaron Nielsenshultz
Congregation Beth Or belongs to the Union for 
Reform Judaism, yet Reform Judaism is not just 
one thing; in fact, there have been many reform 
movements throughout Jewish history. We’ll position 
the Reform Movement within this over-arching 
tradition, and we’ll explore its history and structure, 
and we’ll look at how it has changed over time.

	R THE NEW REALITY OF ANTISEMITISM: 
CONFRONTING THE ISSUES IN COURT, IN 
BUSINESS, IN SOCIAL ENGAGEMENTS AND 
ON THE STREET
Instructors: Rabbi Gregory Marx and  
Jonathan Segal, Esq.
The world is becoming increasingly precarious for 
Jews.  How should we respond, what is the cost 
to our community, spiritually and economically.  
Joining Rabbi Marx is Jonathan Segal a partner 
at Duane Morris LLP in the Employment, Labor, 
Benefits and Immigration Practice Group. He 
devotes a great deal of his legal and private time 
to confronting hate in the workplace.

	R THE WHY OF JEWISH END OF LIFE RITUALS
Instructor: Rabbi David Levin
The Why of Jewish Rituals in Death & Mourning is 
intended to provide insight into the wisdom of the 
Jewish tradition to help us through this challenging, 
yet common experience. This is a program of Rabbi 
David Levin and the Jewish Relationships Initiative.

SESSION 2 | 8PM – 9PM

	R  A TASTE OF KABBALAH
Instructor: Aaron Nielsenshultz
The study of kabbalah requires a tremendous amount 
of time, energy, and effort—way too much for one 
night! At the same time, we can gain a sense of 
what this mystical tradition brings to Judaism in one 
evening. We’ll explore a little history and a little theory 
in order to develop a small of sense of what Kabbalah 
is and isn’t and what it might mean for us in modern, 
progressive Jewish lives.

RSVP for March 8:  www.bethor.org/form/beitsefer22p1
RSVP for March 22: www.bethor.org/form/beitsefer22p2

Questions? Barbara Murtha, bmurtha@bethor.org • 215-646-5806 ext. 220

	R SPECIAL SESSION:  7PM – 9PM 
PASSOVER PAINTING WITH A TWIST
Instructor: Allison Levin
Join Allison Levin for an evening of painting 
Passover themed art for your home. This is a 
quality moment to create some real art. Allison 
will email participants several designs to choose 
from in advance of the class. You will need 
materials on hand for this wonderful experience, 
so plan ahead and purchase in advance. These art 
supplies are available in smaller quantities locally 
at Michaels or can be ordered in larger quantities 
through Amazon.

 � Canvas (recommend 11” x 14” or 12” x 16”,  
but any size will work.)

 � Acrylic Paints (variety of colors)

 � Paint Brushes

	R  THE TOP CULTURALLY SIGNIFICANT JEWISH 
MOMENTS OF 2021 AND WHY THEY MATTER
Instructor: Rabbi Gregory Marx
Not everything is so bleak.  Join Rabbi Marx for an 
in depth tour through the seminal events of 2021 
in the Jewish community.  That’s right, we will look 
at William Shatner in space and the collapse of the 
Champlain towers condominium in Surfside, Florida.

	R  ETHICAL LEGACY WILL
Instructor: Rabbi David Levin
The Ethical Legacy Will is more than a traditional 
will. It offers four distinct ways to craft and share 
your Ethical Legacy with your loved ones through 
recorded conversations.


